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The PCZ church members enjoy a picnic together in a local park.

20,000+ Cases 
in 2nd Wave

Covid-19 
in Thailand
Total Positive Cases

27,494
Total Deaths

89
Recovering in Hosp.

1,028
Recovered

26,377

 Covid-19 cases in 
Thailand have surged 
since our last newsletter. 
 The majority of the 
Covid-19 cases were 
among factory workers 
in central Thailand. 
 In Chiang Mai, the 
2nd wave caused many 
hotels to close and the 
tourist industry to come 
to a screeching halt. 

Chiang Mai Lifts Covid Restrictions

Secret Valentine’s Reveal Party

 Prasie God that, 
even during a year filled 
with a lockdown and 
lots of social distancing, 

we still had five people 
entrust their lives to 
Jesus Christ in 2020. 
 May God continue 

to open hearts to re-
ceive his grace as we 
spread His good news 
in Chiang Mai in 2021. 

 Chung Doi took it up 
a notch for Valentine’s 
Day. Members were as-
signed “secret buddies” 
to bless with gifts and 
encouraging notes.
  After 2 weeks of 
guessing, the highlight 
was revealing the bud-
dies at the party.

 In January 2021, we 
went back to online wor-
ship because of a second 
wave of 23 Covid-19 
cases in Chiang Mai. 
 We resumed in-per-
son worship after a few 
weeks of no new cases. 
 We’ve even begun 
having pot luck lunches 
and picnics together.   

Koji receives a creative painting from Pond.



The Chiang Mai 
Church Planting Team

Team 
Website:

The Chiang Mai 
Church-Planting Team: 

“Building Communities 
to Reach a City - 
Reaching a City 

to Change a Nation.”
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 Hello!  We are Eric and Huong 
Chu, from Houston, Texas.  Our 
children are Ethan (14), Caleb (12), 
Simeon (10), and Lana (6). We first 
arrived in Thailand in 2011 and soon 
began to work at The Centre, a minis-
try designed to share Christ through 
English teaching, fun activities, and 
relationship building. Along with 
our team members from Texas, we 
started a house church which eventu-
ally became two groups, and slowly, 
our Thai friends began to come along 
each Friday evening.  The atmosphere 
is friendly and non-threatening, a 
good way for non-believers to be 
able to slowly absorb the meaning 
of Christianity. Over the years, many 
eventually came to faith in Christ, and 
others have grown more open but 
have not yet crossed the line of faith.
 By 2019, at the end of 8 years, 
most of our teammates had for vari-
ous reasons returned back to the US.  
Our family realized that our time in 
Thailand would likely be coming to 
an end.  When COVID hit in 2020, 
we had already begun the process of 
transitioning both the Centre ministry 
as well as the house church ministry.  
 At the forefront of our concerns 
was to find a way for our precious Thai 
brothers and sisters to have a spiritual 
home where they could continue to 
grow in their relationship with Christ.  
After praying and exploring many dif-
ferent options, we found that Chung 
Doi Church of Christ seemed to be a 
perfect fit for our members since both 
congregations consisted primarily of 
first generation Christians, who were 
more often than not the first believers 
in their families.  This would be an 
ideal community in which to continue 

Chu Family Chooses Chung Doi Church

Chu family enjoys a morning trip to the Chiang Mai zoo.

their spiritual journey.  
 We’re also thankful for the oppor-
tunity to meet and fellowship with 
Sean, Ryan, Robert and their families.  
When we found ourselves “team-
less”, God provided us with loving 

fellowship and encouragement.  Our 
heavenly Father knows exactly what 
we need.  We have found the warm-
est welcome from the church and are 
filled with gratitude for the family of 
God here! - Eric Chu

House church comes together to reveal Secret Santa gift exchange in December. 

https://sites.google.com/site/chiangmaiteam/
https://sites.google.com/site/chiangmaiteam/


 Ning was especially glad to 
rest from work over Christmas 
break. Aside from a one-day 
hiking trip to Doi Inthanon, we 
pretty much vegged at the house, 
playing on our new Nintendo 
Switch. The boys have also been 
really fascinated with Rubik’s 
cubes and can solve several dif-
ferent versions. They also played 
together on the same basketball 
team in the recreational league 
at school and got 2nd place. A 
Covid-19 outbreak in Chiang Mai 
delayed school opening for over a 
week in January. Things returned 
to normal once the outbreak was 
contained, though we still wear 
masks everywhere. Fara learned 
about different careers at school 
and even presented on the medi-

Ryan, Ning, Lane, Knox & Fara Binkley

Siblings being silly - a great pic!

cal profession. This quarter she 
is learning about technology, 
while Knox presented on Jackie 
Robinson in his 3rd grade wax 
museum. Lane is glad to have 
some youth group activities at 
church. We ended this quarter 
with a trip to the beach in Phuket 
over Spring Break. With Covid-19 
keeping tourists away, we practi-
cally had the beach to ourselves 
and at rock-bottom hotel prices. 
The kids loved snorkeling and 
fishing. Ning was just thankful to 
have non-polluted air for a week. 
Ryan enjoys watching the Mavs, 
but will also be cheering for ACU 
in the NCAA tournament.

Teammates, not rivals, 
for a change.

Fara loved the sand more 
than the water. Church party for Fara’s 6th b-day

Hiking on Doi Inthanon mountain

Chung Doi Youth Group Reboots
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Knox catches his first ocean fish - 
a snapper.

 After years of hav-
ing only pre-school and 
elementary-aged children, 
Chung Doi has seen an in-
crease in middle and high 
school-aged kids over the 
past year. All of them are 
students at international 
or bi-lingual schools and 
speak English as their pri-
mary language. 
 The church saw a need 

to help these youth grow 
in their faith, and it is one 
of our 2021 goals. Two 
members, Nick and Khao, 
have volunteered to help 
teach them. Nick, a native 
of Thailand, spent most 
of his childhood growing 
up in the U.S. and also 
has years of experience 
in youth ministry. He and 
Khao have been a bless-

ing these last few months 
as they have poured into 
teaching and mentoring 
our younger members. 
 So far the youth group 
has had Sunday morn-
ing Bible studies geared 
towards them and even a 
recent “lock-in” where they 
stayed up late eating pizza 
and playing video games. 
Chung Doi also wants What’s a youth event without pizza?

to help them feel a part 
of the congregation and 
plans to have a youth-led 
worship service and other 
activities that honor them 
as important members of 
the church. 
 We look forward to 
watching them learn to fol-
low Jesus more faithfully 
and use their gifts to serve 
the body. - Ryan Binkley 

Time of worship at youth lock-in.



 From our son, Branson: I 
am excited to announce that I 
have been selected to be an Of-
ficer Candidate in The Health 
Services Collegiate Program and 
will be completing my 4th year 
audiology externship through 
the U.S. Navy. Upon completion 
of my doctoral studies, I will go 
through Officer Development 
School prior to my first duty sta-
tion as a Commissioned Officer. 
I am humbled by this incredible 
opportunity to serve my country 
and thankful for everyone who 
has supported me along the way.
I did not get where I am today 
through my own sheer will or 
strength but instead through 
God’s grace and mercy. It is im-
possible for me not to see God’s 

Robert, Jan, Erika & Branson Reagan

Follow-up visit to meet my “special” 
friend’s mom in a mountain village.

guidance throughout my journey. 
He is the one that has opened 
doors and closed others for me 
to be where I am. He has carried 
me through the times where I 
could not stand on my own. Even 
as the broken vessel that I am, I 
will continually choose to live my 
life with the purpose of making 
Him known. He has given me 
this opportunity with the Navy, 
and there I will serve to the best 
of my ability for His glory. Colos-
sians  3:17 says, “And whatever 
you do, whether in word or deed, 
do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.”

Makenna —full of life & energy!

Robert & Jan visit Jan’s sister’s 
coffee shop & garden near Bangkok.

Branson selected for 4th year 
externship with the U.S. Navy.

We found a delicious cowboy 
steakhouse outside of Chiang Mai.
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Erika & Makenna enjoy an afternoon 
walk in snowy Minnesota.

More Precious 
Than Rubies

 After 9 months of trying 
to find the right nickname 
for their daughter before 
her birth, they finally chose 
Tub-tim, which means ruby.
 This past year, Eddie 
led the discussion for our 
Tuesday evening study of 
the book of Proverbs. He 
told our group that he liked 
the Proverbs 3:15 verse, 
“She is more precious that 
rubies; nothing you desire 
can compare with her.” 
- Robert Reagan

Cream, Tub-Tim & Eddie Bunin

Sam, Jan’s Brother, Ties the Knot

 I first met Sam in 1988 
when I went to Jan’s house 
to “meet the family.” 
 I was a little nervous 
when Jan introduced me to 

her family, but very thankful 
that they all seemed  accept-
ing of our relationship. 
 Jan and I had met at 
church in Bangkok and had 
recently begun dating. 
 Jan and I got married 
in Bangkok on July 4, 1990 
and a month later moved to 
Austin, TX. 
 Sam graduated from 
high school and began at-
tending the same university 
as Jan and even the same 
campus ministry. 

 A few years later, while 
Jan and I were still in Austin, 
Sam gave his life to Christ.
 Sam began growing as a 
leader in the campus minis-
try and later  began working 
on staff with the church.
 In 2011 Sam went to 
study at South Pacific Bible 
College in New Zealand. 
After graduating, he went 
back to work on staff at the 
church in Bangkok. 
 Sam and A met at the 
church in Bangkok and 
dated for many years before 
finally getting engaged.  
 Back in 1990, I never 
dreamed it would be 30 
years before Sam would get 
married. Sam knows good 
things are worth the wait. 
I praise God he married a 
good Christian lady. 
- Robert Reagan

Robert, A, Sam and Jan take a photo togetther after the wedding.

Robert & Sam before the wedding
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Sean, Pat, Asia & Benjamin Todd

 As I type this, my eyes sting 
and I can hear Pat blowing her 
nose and sneezing in the other 
room. Today, like many days 
in March, Chiang Mai has the 
world’s worst air pollution, yet 
there is still much to be thank-
ful for. Mangoes are in season. I 
celebrated the 39th anniversary 
of my baptism. The Chung Doi 
church continues to teach in-
terested visitors about Jesus. 
As you’ve probably noticed 
people aren’t opening books 
much these days. Instead, they 
get most of their information (or 
misinformation) online in short 
posts and video clips. Respond-
ing to this change, each member 
of the Chung Doi congregation 
has been taking turns reading 

On Valentines Day, Pat and I 
celebrated the 36th anniversary 

of our first date.

scripture online. Each reading 
is followed by an interactive 
question and a daily prayer 
request. The readings are all 
related to that week’s upcom-
ing sermon. I have posted over 
a 1,000 daily Bible verses over 
the past four years. Now I am 
also putting over a 100 short 
Bible lessons on Youtube. I can’t 
say that the Christians here are 
now meditating upon scripture 
throughout the day, but at least 
they are getting more scripture 
into their minds than before. We 
continue to pray that we will be 
able to visit family and church 
partners during June and July. 

Sean reads “Tammy the Tamarind 
Seed.”  (Watch the video)

5 couples  finish our couples’ class.

We removed our masks briefly for 
this photo in front of an 

invisible mountain.

Leo and Ellie hang out 
together in a swing.Sean reading to upgrade his Thai.

Longing for Rebirth Among the Ashes
 Lent is a period of about 
40 days leading up to Easter.
  Like Jesus’ 40 days of 
fasting in the wilderness, 
this is a time of prayer, 
mortifying the flesh, self-
denial, giving up luxuries, 
fasting and self-reflection. 
 We began on Ash 
Wednesday by reflecting 
upon our rebellion against 
God and our mortality.
  We are all dust and ash-
es. In some ways the whole 
city is going through Lent. 
 The glitzy veneer has 
been knocked off Chiang 
Mai, the skies are full of 
ashes, masked citizens 
silently pass by each other 
in the markets, budgets are 
tight, tempers are tested, 
the sun is orange, and on 
some nights the moon is 
turned to blood. 
 Everyone is waiting for 

the rain and vaccines to 
arrive and the tourists to 
return. 
 On a deeper level we 
Christians look forward to 
the power of resurrection 
and Our Lord’s return.
  Nobody is checking 

up on who is fasting from 
what. We have, however, 
encouraged everyone to 
break the bonds of any-
thing good or bad that is 
starting to control their 
lives. 
 As Paul said, “‘I have 

the right to do anything’- 
but I will not be mastered 
by anything.” (1 Cor.6:12)
  I don’t know each per-
son’s Lenten sacrifice, but 
some examples include 
sweets, alcohol, Netflix and 
Facebook. - Sean Todd 

Seeing all this burning reminds us to live for what lasts.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xdbTk16Xh_w

