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A Newsletter From the ChiANg mAi ChurCh PlANtiNg teAm

 No cases of Covid-19 
have been reported in 
Chiang Mai since May 
15, 2020. 
 The only new cases 
reported in Thailand 
the past few months 
have been from Thai na-
tionals returning from 
overseas. 
 Praise God only 59 
have died in Thailand.

Covid-19 in Thailand
 New Positive Cases      New Deaths

 Total Positive Cases      Total Deaths

 Recovering in Hosp.      Recovered

+ 0 

3,506

105 3,342

59

+ 0

Thankful to be Safe
as Thailand Keeps 

Covid Under Control
 Our churches began 
meeting again in July, 
trying to follow social 
distancing guidelines.
 In August, we can-
celled our quarterly 
combined assembly of 
4 churches for fear of 
lack of social distanc-
ing, but we have had 
times together in smaller 
groups. - Robert Reagan

Refreshing Fall Retreat
  Even a tropical 
storm couldn’t dampen 
the mood at Chung 
Doi’s fall retreat. Group 
competition kept things 
lively and fun with a 
photo scavenger hunt, 
Bible trivia riddles and 
teamwork games. The 

retreat’s theme was “At 
the Cross” and lessons 
focused on how Jesus’ 
death shapes our lives 
and our church. We were 
refreshed and encour-
aged by the break from 
our normal weekend 
routines. - Ryan Binkley

As of Sept., 21, 2020

Competition was more about laughter than winning.

Can you tell what Bible verse this photo represents?

Discussion groups helped everyone grow closer together.
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Victory ! - a Chaiyo Church Baptism
 On August 22nd after studying 
Bible with several people, both in 
person and on-line, over the past 
eight months, Bpaw was baptized 

in the pouring rain, becoming the 
most recent member of the most 
recent church planting, the Chaiyo 
Church of Christ (2015). - Sean Todd Ming and others pray over Bpaw after his baptism.

      Bpaw

20th Anniversary CDCC Celebration!

Sean and Robert talk about the challenges of 
stepping out in faith to start a new congregation.

Patty, Sawoo (’16), Oan (’15), Mawee (’19) and Man lead 
instrumental worship at the Todds’ house after dinner together.

Ee (’04) lead us in acapel-
la worship during the first 
portion of the evening.

Many people had to sit on the floor because there wouldn’t 
have been enough space if everyone sat in chairs.

Gade (’00), Ying (’01’), Ryan, Ning (’02), Nampung (’99), Jit (’02) 
and Joom (’03) share stories from the first decade of CDCC.

Gade Organizes Chung Doi Church of Christ’s Event for more than 100 people.

https://sites.google.com/site/chiangmaiteam/
https://sites.google.com/site/chiangmaiteam/


 Things are finally starting to 
feel like normal in Chiang Mai 
since the pandemic started. We 
still wear masks in public places 
but can eat in restaurants and go 
to the movies now. Our church 
has been back at the building 
since July. Online learning ended 
in June, and the kids have en-
joyed being back in person at 
school this fall. However, intra-
school sports competitions are 
still on hold, so Lane and Knox 
have been content with compet-
ing against their classmates in 
basketball. Several classmates 
of Lane and Knox, and a few 
teachers, have still not been able 
to return to Thailand because of 
travel restrictions. This was our 
first summer in Chiang Mai as 

Ryan, Ning, Lane, Knox & Fara Binkley

Ning celebrates her birthday 
in September.

we usually return to the U.S. The 
kids played with neighborhood 
friends, often bringing 6-7 kids to 
our house daily. Fara is really sad 
that our neighbors, Kyuri and 
Sori, have returned to Korea. We 
took a mini-vacation to Chiang 
Rai in July. Ning started a job as 
a educational assistant at Grace, 
and our family is still adjusting 
to the new routine. Fara greatly 
improved at swimming dur-
ing her lessons over the school 
break. We’ve been baking a lot 
of brownies since spending more 
time at home, and Ryan even 
made pizza for our neighbors 
one evening. 

Lane enjoying the BMX pump track.

Swimming lessons with teacher Job! Ryan and Fara on a breakfast date.

Ning’s mom joined us for worship
on Mother’s Day.

Ning Joins Staff at Grace International
  We had been 
praying and hoping 
for Ning to get a job 
at Grace International 
School where our chil-
dren attend for over a 
year. After applying 
for several positions 
last year, Ning started 
a job as an instruction-
al assistant in August. 
 Ning works with 
the special needs stu-
dents at Grace who 
need help to learn and 
grow in their indepen-
dence. The students 
have a wide-range of 
neurodiversity - in-
cluding autism, Down 
syndrome and ADHD. 
While she helps with 
all of the students in the RISE 
program (Reaching Inde-
pendence with Educational  

Support), Ning’s main re-
sponsibility is to assist one 
student in the classroom as 
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he studies along with his 
6th grade peers.
 While Ning has enjoyed 

working with the spe-
cial needs students so 
far, it has also been a 
challenge. Much pa-
tience and persistence 
is needed to help stu-
dents stay on task and 
continue to grow in 
their educational and 
social development. 
Ning is often tired by 
the end of the week 
but always grateful 
for the relationships 
she has with the stu-
dents. 
  Working at Grace is 
somewhat of a tradi-
tion for members of 
our church plants. 
Ning joins a team 
of 8 others from the 

Payap, Chung Doi and 
Chaiyo churches.
- Ryan Binkley

Fara loves to draw like Knox.

Ning reads with a student in the RISE classroom.



 We’re thankful to be here 
in Thailand where the Covid-19 
numbers are low, as the greatest 
scientists in the world strive to 
develop a vaccine. Lockdown 
restrictions have eased, but 
wearing masks in public is still 
the norm. We been able to travel 
within Thailand. Jan and I took 
a vacation to visit Jan’s family 
in Bangkok. Then we met up 
with Eddie and Cream for a 
short roadtrip to the beach and 
to enjoy some amazing Thai 
seafood. Branson has begun year 
3 of 4 years in audiology school 
in Akron, OH. Online learning 
wasn’t very fun the past few 
months. The easing of the lock-
down, however, has allowed 
him more hands-on training 

Robert, Jan, Erika & Branson Reagan

Seafood feast at the beach 
with Eddie & Cream.

time at the clinic. We’re thank-
ful Erika loves being a full-time 
mom for Makenna and grateful 
for Tyler’s job allowing him to 
support their family. On Sept. 
9, Makenna turned 11 months 
old and a few days later she 
took 11 steps across their living 
room. Soon she’ll be running 
and chasing Yeesha around their 
living room. Jan and I cherish 
our video chats with our family. 
I guess it’s the next best thing to 
being there in person. Here’s a 
link to a video we made telling 
about our ministry during the 
March to July 2020 lockdown: 
https://youtu.be/W-Aax_nst9Y 

Makenna getting two of the 
hundreds of daily kisses.

Yeesha loyally watches over 
Makenna who loves Yeesha.

Jan’s sister and her husband 
opened a coffee shop in Bangkok.

Makenna goes swimming 
before it gets too cold in MN.
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 Each week I volunteer to 
drive my 12-seater truck to 
coffee shops in the moun-
tains around Chiang Mai to 
eat lunch, drink coffee and 
play Scrabble together.  
 Jan and I are pretty good 
Scrabble players, but many 
members of our church 
often beat us. 
 Their extensive  vocab-

ulary and Scrabble strategy 
skills help them win. 
 Our loss is their victory, 
and I enjoy seeing them 
learning new vocabulary 
and improving their Eng-
lish communication skills.
 I’m thankful to be a part 
of a fun-loving church that 
enjoys this kind of fellow-
ship. - Robert Reagan

 

 - Robert Reagan

Branson enjoying his time outdoors.

Lunch, Drinks & Scrabble

Enjoying a cheap, delicious meal at a coffee shop in the mountains.

Of course we took advantage of Starbucks’ buy 1 get 1 free promo.Boba tea is always a winner with the young people at the Zone.

https://youtu.be/W-Aax_nst9Y
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Sean, Pat, Asia & Benjamin Todd

 So much as happened since 
our last newsletter. My dad 
died September 10th (see article 
above). My grandson Leo is 
now walking. Pat is now back 
in the classroom, rather than 
teaching online. The churches 
here are now meeting again. 
Asia and Tyler have moved to 
a new home. I ran my fastest 
mile in several years (7:34), 
but I pulled my hamstring in 
the last few yards. I am gradu-
ally recovering. (It was worth 
it.) Pat’s niece Sai is going to 
medical school. We missed 
our usual trip to the States, 
but we have been able to take 
several local mini-vacations 
to hotels up in the mountains 
that are offering discounts. The 

Here’s my dad having fun 
with us kids at home.

economy is still not good, but 
Chiang Mai is green and clean 
in the rainy season. The Chung 
Doi church celebrated their 20 
year anniversary. Our Monday 
night cell group has had quite 
a few visitors. The churches 
are slowly continuing to grow. 
I am almost finished teaching 
the books of Matthew and He-
brews online. We are about to 
start a church camp tomorrow, 
another couples equipping 
class, a church beach trip, new 
equipping manual, and I’m 
guessing God will make addi-
tions to the agenda. May His 
kingdom come.

Ellie & Leo’s 1st day of preschool. 
She comforted a girl who was crying.

 Mothers were honored with a fruit 
basket at the Chung Doi church.

Ben and Kristen went up to this view 
(elevation 2,600 ft.) on an 11 hour hike. 

Pat and I recently visited a rose 
garden up in the mountains.

Sean was a guest speaker at a small 
congregation up in the mountains.

A Life Full of Pain, Love, Laughter & Faith

 My dad, Dr. Judson 
Donald Todd, died Septem-
ber 10th at the age of 87. 
 There are so many good 
things I saw in him. He 
loved the Church of Christ, 
but was never disrespect-
ful toward other Christian 
groups or individuals, and 
that wasn’t always easy in 
his day. 

 Instead of getting 
caught up in brotherhood 
squabbles, he encouraged 
me to seek the truth in 
scripture. He said, “Seek-
ing truth is like cleaning a 
brass lamp. The more you 
rub, the brighter it shines.” 
 He marvelled at God’s 
beautiful, vast creation. He 
loved his family and made 

time for us even though he 
was a high-ranking execu-
tive in his company. 
 He taught me to work, 
which wasn’t easy because 
I was rather lazy and aloof.
  I loved to watch him 
laugh, sometimes until 
he cried. I love the way 
he aged. Every decade of 
his life had painful events 

and struggles, including 
his last decade with Par-
kinson’s. 
 I think I might have be-
come bitter toward people, 
or even God, but dad hung 
on to faith, hope and love. 
 I miss him but now I 
have one more reason to 
look forward to the next 
life. - Sean Todd

Charles Judson, Lorraine, Jana, Steve, Scott, Chris, Alec, Sean and Judson Donald Todd. Gail Todd took this photo.


