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A Newsletter From the ChiANg mAi ChurCh PlANtiNg teAm

 Time flies when 
you’re having fun!
 On Aug. 1 David 
and Michelle Allen gave 
me a big hug and said, 
“Happy anniversary!”
 It’s been a joy to 
work with the Allens 
and Todds since 1994, 
and recently to add the 
Binkleys to our team. 
 We praise God for 
the Flanders, Joneses 
and Smiths who’ve also 
been a part of our team.
 May God grant us 
many more years of 
finding joy while serv-
ing together to expand 
His Kingdom. 
- Robert Reagan

Celebrating 24 Years in Chiang Mai

All the team together at the Asia Mission Forum in Bangkok, Thailand on Aug. 1, 2018, 
exactly 24 years after our team arrived in Chiang Mai in 1994. (photo by Dave Hogan)

 Paw Soon was bap-
tized in 1998 when he 
was 76 years old. 

Paw Soon 
Passes at 95

 He once complained 
the Lord had called 
him too late in life. His 
friend, Lung Bai, as-
sured him that God’s 
timing is always good. 
 It turns out that Paw 
Soon lived another 20 
years as a Christian. 
 He was an avid 
student of the Bible and 
humble enough to learn 
from those younger 
than him. 
 He left us in August 
to be with his Lord and 
his younger friend, 
Lung Bai, who passed 
away many years ago.  
- Sean Todd 

Paw Soon opening the Word.

Asia & Tyler’s Faith Journey

https://www.facebook.com/thehillschurch/videos/1097063830444946/

 Asia says, “It’s im-
portant to have com-
munity because you 
can’t always count on 
yourself…That’s why 
your faith journey isn’t 

one  you’re allowed to go 
on by yourself… Church 
is my family.” Please 
pray for this part of your 
family as their journey 
continues. - Sean Todd

https://www.facebook.com/thehillschurch/videos/1097063830444946/


The Chiang Mai 
Church Planting Team

Team Website:The Chiang Mai 
Church-Planting Team: 

“Building Communities 
to Reach a City - 
Reaching a City 

to Change a Nation.”
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A Chance Meeting or a Divine Appointment?A Chance Meeting or a Divine Appointment?
 I couldn’t take my eyes 
off her cute face and lazy 
eye as I walked to an ATM 
at a gas station.
 About 30 years ago my 
buddy, Dr. Bruce Woodall, 
told me, “Most people put 
a patch on the lazy eye, but 
they need to put it on the 
good eye to force the lazy 
eye to use its muscles.” 
 For some reason, I felt it 
was my duty to comunicate 
this with Pansa’s grand-
mother, who works at a gas 
station near my house. 
 I took a photo (to the 
right) and sent it to Dr. 
Woodall, who recommend-
ed I take her to a doctor.
 It just happens that my 
neighbor is a Christian 
and a doctor. He recom-
mended a respected eye 
doctor at a local hospital. 
 So, I arranged with 
the grandmother to take 
little Pansa to meet me at 
the hospital to consult the 
eye doctor. 

Pansa and her grandmother, who works at a gas station. 

4-year-old Pansa gets eye glasses.

 I turns out in addition 
to the lazy eye, 4-year-old 
Pansa also needed eye 
glasses, which I got for 
her that day.
 The doctor recom-
mend Pansa wear an eye 
patch on the good eye for 
2-3 hours every day to 
strengthen the eye mus-
cles to see if that would be 
enough for the lazy eye to 
correct itself. 
 Every few months we 
would go back to see the 
eye doctor, but wearing 
the eye patch didn’t seem 
to be helping correct her 
lazy eye. 
 The doctor recom-
mended increasing the 
time of wearing the eye 
patch to 4-6 hours a day.
But even after several 

months, there wasn’t 
much improvement. 
 So the doctor began to 
talk about the possibility 
of surgery to correct her 
lazy eye. Surgery would 
be about $2000-$3000. 
 I believe that when 
God calls you to some-
thing, you never make a 
decision based on money.
 So, I began making 
arrangements 
for  Pansa’s 
surgery even 
though I didn’t 
yet know how 
to pay for it.
  If I feel He 
is calling me 
to a certain 
task, then He 
will supply the 
funds and peo-

ple more talented than me 
to accomplish the task.
 Coincidentally, I met 
Jeff Robertson at the Asian 
Mission Forum last year. 
Jeff is Executive Director 
for a non-government 
organization called Agape 
Asia Foundation, which 
helps children in need of 
medical surgeries. 
 So, I contacted Jeff and 
sent him all the hospital 
receipts and pictures. 
After sending additional 
medical documentation, 
Jeff said they would cover 
the expenses.
 Praise God for always 
making a way for His 
blessings to reach His 
people.
 Little Pansa’s family 
are not Christians, but 
they know I am a Christian 
and that other Christians 
around the world have 
made Pansa’s surgery 
possible.
 Pansa had the surgery 
on August 21, my birth-
day! - Robert Reagan

Pansa right after surgery. Pansa one week after surgery.

https://sites.google.com/site/chiangmaiteam/
https://sites.google.com/site/chiangmaiteam/


 The summer passed in a 
flash this year. We ended July 
with a trip to Bangkok for the 
Asian Mission Forum, where 
our dear friends, Larry Hen-
derson and Kelly Davidson, 
were the keynote speakers. 
While there, we celebrated the 
24th anniversary of our team’s 
arrival together in Thailand. 
The next week we were back 
in the USA. This non-furlough 
trip has a twofold purpose: 
helping David’s family in TN, 
and prayerfully exploring our 
options for the next few years 
(We are considering a one to 
two year sabbatical in the US). 
After a few days with our girls 
in College Station, we were able 
to enjoy a fabulous weekend 

David, Michelle, Brianna & Brielle Allen
retreat with our supporting 
church family, the Preston Road 
Church of Christ. Then it was 
off to Nashville just in time 
to spend several days helping 
David’s brother, Steve (suffer-
ing from ALS), and his family 
pack up for a move to Colo-
rado where they are joining a 
ministry there. It was a crazy 
busy time! We treated David’s 
mom and sister to a little R&R 
at a gorgeous B&B to recuper-
ate. Brianna and Brielle have 
started their senior and sopho-
more years at Texas A&M. Both 
enjoy being involved at the 
A&M Church of Christ.

When Helping Hurts
 Have you ever done 
anything to hurt poor 
people? Most people would 
say, “No” with a clear con-
science. However, after 
24 years of observing the 
long-term effects of mission 
work in Asia, I have seen 
many ministries hurting 
the poor in the very process 
of trying to serve them.
 Our strength as a move-
ment is our compassion for 
the poor. Our weaknesses 
are a lack of cultural under-
standing and short-sighted 
strategies. Compassion 
is not enough. Without a 
deeper understanding of 
social problems and how to 
empower the poor, our mis-
sion efforts, at best, primar-
ily treat the symptoms and 
not the underlying causes. 
At worst, our efforts cause 
dependency on foreign 

churches and even prevent 
the poor from escaping their 
plight. 
 Before any church em-
barks on a mission work in 
a foreign field, I encourage 
reading two important 
books: When Helping Hurts 
by Corbett and Fikkert and 
We are Not the Heroes by 
Johnson.
 Short term mission trips 
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Governments are accusing some orphanages of separating 
children from their parents.

have been challenging for 
me. A group of 20 can spend 
more than $45,000 in just 
a few weeks. Oftentimes 
they will feel moved by the 
plight of the poor and feel 
compelled to make gener-
ous donations to help. I am 
often faced with the difficult 
task of trying to give a crash 
course in a very short time 
in missions practices and 

principles, as well as a sum-
mary of Thai culture and 
social problems. Sometimes 
they understand; some-
times they think that I’m 
the uncompassionate one.
 I strongly believe that 
one primary purpose of the 
church is to serve the poor 
and disenfranchised. How-
ever, we have to use both 
experience and prudence to 
avoid putting on band aids 
that don’t change the long-
term outlook for the poor. 
We need to learn how to 
address the broken spiritual 
state as well as the under-
lying social problems that 
trap the disenfranchised. 
Our strategies need to be 
focused on empowering the 
poor so that they are able to 
make a sustained difference 
in their own lives. 
- David Allen

Brianna with friends since their 
freshman year.

Momma laughs at David’s jokes.

Brielle’s freehand artwork at the 
A&M COC.

Michelle and nephew, Kanaan.

Brielle is Tiger Lily at 
Camp Deer Run.

Michelle giving children’s blessing.



 Summer furlough started in 
June, and this year’s trip was the 
easiest since Fara is finally able 
to be entertained for the whole 
flight - a sign that she’s getting 
used to international travel. On 
our arrival we were able to make 
a much-anticipated introduction 
to the newest member of our 
family - Ryan’s nephew, Theo-
dore, born in May. This meant 
that cousins’ camp 2018 had 10 
participants come together for 
swimming, crafts and games. 
Lane and Knox also enjoyed 
their annual “special outing” 
with Granna and Pawpaw - 
Lane went to an indoor obstacle 
course mimicking “American 
Ninja Warrior,” while Knox went 
to the children’s museum. Ning 

Ryan, Ning, Lane, Knox & Fara Binkley

Ryan tries a raw oyster 
for first time.

applied for U.S. citizenship and 
should complete the process in 
September, much faster than 
we expected. We also spent 10 
days in Abilene visiting with 
the Highland CoC family. Now 
that we’ve been with Highland 
for 2 years it is really starting to 
feel like our U.S. church home. 
We look forward to connecting 
with the elders, missions team 
and other friends who encour-
age us.  Ning and Ryan had a 
much needed get-away to the 
Northeast to relax at a bed and 
breakfast on the Maine coast. 
Ryan also met some friends to 
watch baseball in Baltimore.

Trout fishing in Beaver’s Bend, OK.

Lane with cousin Theodore.

Chillin’ at a friends’ coffee shop 
in Bangkok.

Ning finds sea glass on the 
Maine coast.

Immigration: Thorn in a Missionary’s Side
 Almost any mis-
sionary will tell you 
that immigration 
issues are one of 
the not-so-romantic 
parts of the job and 
often a cause of many 
frustrations. I’m sure 
Thailand is not the 
most difficult place 
for Westerners to be 
able to legally live 
and work, but also it 
is not the easiest.
 Immigration pro-
cedures are time con-
suming and expen-
sive. I estimate that 
our family spends 
nearly $1000 each 
year on immigra-
tion and passport fees, 
and gas money traveling 
back and forth to various 
appointments. Plus, there 

are countless hours spent 
xeroxing documents, filling 
out forms, waiting in lines, 
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Maintaining multiple passports and visas is a hassle.

and keeping track of what 
needs to be done when.
 While often the process 

is a smooth and sim-
ple formality there is 
always a bit of unease 
each year knowing 
that the ability for 
me to continue do-
ing my job and living 
with my family rests 
in the hands of an 
immigration officer. 
Also, often regula-
tions change with 
little advance notice, 
making it difficult to 
keep on top of things. 
A friend recently lost 
his visa because of 
changes made re-
garding volunteers. 
 Each time I get my 
new visa stamp it 

brings a sense of relief and 
accomplishment, knowing 
that I’m good to go another 
year. - Ryan Binkley

Baseball trip to Camden Yards.



 It was great having Branson 
here in Chiang Mai this past 
summer to help me drive the 
17 interns to all our activities. 
See article “Branson Begins a 
New Adventure” to learn more 
about his journey. I wrapped up 
another fun summer internship 
in August. Praise God for the 316 
people who have been interns 
since 1997! The older I get, the 
more I realize I don’t have the 
energy I once had to keep up 
with the interns. Praise God 
that three Thais (Cream, Geng 
& Weem) from the 2017 intern-
ship were finally baptized into 
Christ on Aug. 11. Jan’s been 
cooking unique Thai dishes 
(the kind that are hard to find 
in restaurants) for cell group 

Robert, Jan, Erika & Branson Reagan

Celebrating Robert’s 56th birthday 
at Fuji Japanese Restaurant.

on Thursday nights and it’s 
been a big hit lately. One young 
lady said, “I can’t wait for next 
Thursday night’s menu!” Erika 
and Tyler have moved into a new 
apartment. Erika loves to create 
a beautiful home. It looks great 
from the photos I’ve seen. They 
recently had a house-warming 
party with many of Tyler’s rela-
tives. Erika loved cooking and 
preparing for the event. Erika & 
Tyler enjoyed selling Thai pants 
at a local market a few weekends 
this summer. Our nest here in 
Chiang Mai has been empty 
four years now. We’re thankful 
for ways to stay in touch.

Branson & Kholi making the long 
drive from Abilene, TX to Akron, Ohio.

Tyler took Erika to go explore the 
great outdoors on a camping trip.

Robert, Jan & Branson in Chiang Mai 
FaceTime with Erika & Tyler in MN. 

Jan tried on a traditional Thai outfit 
during a fun outing with a friend.

Erika & Yeesha chilling on a boat.
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Branson Begins a New Adventure

Branson, right, and two classmates at the White Coat Ceremony, a 
ceremony for incoming students at Northeast Ohio AuD Consortium.

 I’m impressed.
 When Branson was 
back here in Chiang Mai 
this summer, he said he was 
excited to begin a new life 
adventure.
 He flew from Chiang 
Mai back to Abilene, 
packed everything he owns 
into his car, and then he and 
his cat named Kholi drove 
north to Akron, OH. 
 After searching a few 
days, he and Kholi finally 
moved into an apartment. 
 His Texas license plates 
had to be changed to Ohio 
plates. And his driver’s 
license also had to be 
changed. He also searched 
online to get new car insur-
ance coverage in Ohio. So, 
now he’s an Ohioan (or a 
Buckeye).
 Walmart became a 
regular stop during the first 

week of trying to get all 
the necessities for living in 
an unfurnished one-room 
apartment. 
 He has also began to 
check out churches in the 

surrounding area. He said 
he’s been enjoying at-
tending a smaller satellite 
church of about 50 people 
(part of a network of a 
church in Akron).

 His pursuit of a doctor-
ate in audiology will be 
much more challenging 
than undergraduate stud-
ies. So, I would appreciate 
your prayers for God to 
give Branson wisdom and 
strength in this new phase 
of life.  
 I’m thankful to God 
that he’s excited about this 
new adventure and boldly 
stepping out in faith.
 Jan and I are proud of 
him and what he has done 
to make it this far. 
 Being so far away in 
Thailand has helped us to 
let him fly on his own. 
 I’m sure there will be 
tough times along the way 
on his journey, but we’re 
only a phone call away 
when he needs to consult 
Mom or Dad. 
- Robert Reagan
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Sean, Pat, Asia & Benjamin Todd

 The typical American nu-
clear family is relatively self-
sufficient and isolated. When 
they do host others, it is seen 
as a social event rather than a 
method of sharing wealth. The 
Bible contains numerous admo-
nitions for Christians to be good 
hosts. After becoming Christians 
my family did more of this, and 
since that time I have spent the 
night in hundreds of homes and 
eaten in thousands. I can never 
repay all the love that has been 
shown to me, but after acquiring 
a place of my own and a wife 
who can cook, I have been able 
pay it forward. Hosting came 
more naturally to Pat. She grew 
up in a home where her father’s 
students would often drop by for 

The Kantaputra clan (Pat’s fam-
ily), 99 years since receiving their 

last name from King Rama VI.

a meal. Thais greet each other 
with the question “Have you 
eaten yet?” or even “Have you 
showered yet?” Thais consider 
it rude and weird to even open 
a bag of potato chips without 
offering them to those around 
you. I like living in host mode. 
Food tastes better when eaten 
together. The company makes 
the feast. On another subject, 
I wanted to share with you a 
well-done video about some of 
struggles Asia and Tyler have 
been facing. Please pray for 
them. Here is the link:
https://www.facebook.com/thehillsch-
urch/videos/1097063830444946/

Three thousand new Easy-to-Read 
Thai Bibles were recently printed by 
Christian Literature Crusade.

Paw Soon (right), baptized in 1998, 
recently passed away at 95 years old.

Pick & Jo are moving to Bangkok. 
We will miss them very much.

Sean & Pat wash dishes after one of 
many events hosted at their house.

Asia’s baby, Eleanor Vale, has cer-
tainly won the hearts of all her family.

Scattering Seed & Waiting for a Harvest

It’s an exciting season as a dozen people are now hearing the 
Good News about Jesus at the Cheung Doi Church.

 A man I was studying 
the Bible with recently  
asked me, “I believe God 
created everything. Do I 
have to believe a particular 
theory of how He did it?” 
“No,” I responded. “Do 
I have to believe in evil 
spirits?” I said, “It’s not 
a central doctrine.” “Do I 
have to believe in life after 
death?” “Yes, that is core to 
Christian belief.” 
 His questions were 
not the common Buddhist 
questions, although he did 
ask the common question 
about whether all suffering 
was the result of our karma 
for having sinned. 
 In coming to Christ 
each person has to over-
come different intellectual, 
spiritual, and social barri-
ers. He is the only seeker 
right now who has not yet 

made time to attend any 
Christian assembly. 
 We have a dozen people 

who are showing an inter-
est in learning about Jesus, 
but so far this year nobody 

has become a Christian at 
the Cheung Doi Church.
  That is frustrating, but 
I know that we can’t force 
someone to love Jesus or 
offer an end-of-the-year 
discount for those who 
only want to repent of half 
their sins. 
 I find some encourage-
ment in a little parable 
found in the Gospel of 
Mark chapter four about 
the man who scatters seed 
which sprouts and grows 
on its own in ways that 
he can neither control nor 
understand. 
 Please pray that the 
harvest time will come and 
that God will send forth 
more harvesters because 
there are many who are 
ready to learn if they are 
just given the opportunity.
- Sean Todd

https://www.facebook.com/thehillschurch/videos/1097063830444946/
https://www.facebook.com/thehillschurch/videos/1097063830444946/

