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A look at church history seems to indicate that mature Christians have a pretty wide variety of religious 

emotions. That is, they know how to laugh, and they know how to weep. Sometimes we avoid crying 

and laughing because it implies that we are not stable. When we deny the variety of religious emotions 

that we find in the Bible, we are robbing ourselves. Note in this chapter of Nehemiah there can be real 

repentance, contrition and weeping, but also great celebration and joy in doing what God wants. Without 

the exhilaration of celebration our tears of repentance would lead us into morbid introspection—

something that would do us no good, because only God can handle our sins and shortcomings. But 

without true repentance and contrition we really do not find joy of the kind this chapter demonstrates. 

  

1. How much is celebration a part of your regular Christian life? 

   

2. Read Neh. 8. The seventh month was one of great importance to the Jews. It was to include several 

feasts as well as the great Day of Atonement. What prompted the people to meet together? 

  

3. What were the qualifications of those who attended (Neh. 8:2-3)? 

   

4. What statements show the reverence and seriousness of the people as they receive the Word of God 

(Neh. 8:3-12)? 

   

5. How did the religious leaders help the people understand what the Law was saying to them? 

   

6. In Neh. 8:9-12 why do you think that Nehemiah and all the leaders try to encourage the people to 

celebrate after the revival and repentance they have gone through? 

  

  

 7. Why do you think God put so many feasts and celebration days in the Old Testament calendar? 

   

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ne+8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ne+8:2-3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ne+8:3-12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ne+8:9-12
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8. What is the counterpart to these celebrations in the church today? 

   

9. Compare your ability and willingness to celebrate to your showing repentance and contrition. Does 

one or the other come more easily? Explain. 

   

10. Who assembles the second day (Neh. 8:13)? 

 

Why do you think this is? 

   

11. Neh. 8:17 says that all the people had great joy. What was the reason for this? 

  

   

12. How do Christians you know show the great joy they have from obeying God's Word? 

  

 13. Many Christians do not have much joy because they don't take obedience to God's Word seriously 

or make it a priority in their lives. How will you guard against that in your life? 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ne+8:13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ne+8:17

