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Using power to create pressure is a very effective way to get at people, especially if they are not 

sure of themselves or what they should be doing. However, if the objects of intimidation are 

quite confident in what they are doing, they may not be at all bothered by this approach. 

Nehemiah had wrestled with God so thoroughly about what he was doing in building the wall 

that he was not sidetracked by attempts to call him away from the work. When someone reacts 

like Nehemiah, then the intimidator must become more and more threatening. It eventually boils 

down to who can intimidate the most or who is the most confident in what God's will is for the 

occasion. Notice in this chapter that Nehemiah doesn't give in to the intimidation. 

  

1. How do you react when people intimidate you for doing the work you feel God is calling you 

to do? 

  

2. Read Neh. 6. List all the efforts at intimidation in this chapter. 

   

3. What kind of divided loyalties do you find in the people building the wall? 

   

4. From Neh. 6, what guiding principles does Nehemiah give about how to cooperate with other 

religious groups? 

   

5. How is the work God has called you to do a "great work" and worthy of your full attention? 

  

6. What would you define as your great work this year? 

  

How could your vision be made great and clear enough so that you will not be easily sidetracked 

(Neh. 6:3, 8 and 11)? 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ne+6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ne+6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ne+6:3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ne+6:8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ne+6:11


GOING DEEPER – REFUGE CHURCH   
 

 7. What do you expect by way of opposition in the job you are doing for the Lord? 

   

8. What kind of potential sidetracks do you face? 

    

9. How do the circumstances in Neh. 6:17-19 make it difficult for Nehemiah to keep his 

objectives clear? 

  

10. With our emphasis on relationships and the desire not to rock the boat, how well do you 

think we face these problems within our Christian groups? 

  

11. How could you face these problems better? 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ne+6:17-19

