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Opposition from the Outside  

Nehemiah 4 

 Sticks and stones may break my bones, but names will never hurt me!" We usually hear children saying 

this. But when we want to oppose something because it is getting in our way, we adults have a slightly 

more sophisticated way of doing the same thing. 

The enemies of Israel started out at the "sticks and stones" level, but they were soon into slander, 

intimidation and threatening with weapons. Our enemy the devil is always going to oppose the work of 

God. We need to expect and be able to fight opposition, if we will do God's work. 

  

1. When have you seen a person or a group crumble under the pressure of opposition to the ministry? 

  

2. Read Neh. 4. Describe the progression of seriousness in how Sanballat and Tobiah threaten the Jews 

and the building of the wall in Neh. 4:1-6. 

 

3. List the ways Nehemiah responds to these forms of opposition (Neh. 4:1-6). 

 

  

4. Why do you think Nehemiah is so uncharitable in his prayer in Neh. 4:4-5? 

 

  

5. What would the effect of the people's attitudes in Neh. 4:6 have been on the efficiency of the work? 

  

  

6. Describe the new threats in Neh. 4:7-12 that are seeking to hinder the work of building the wall. 
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7. Note that Sanballat has inside help in his intimidation of the Jews and Nehemiah. What is it (Neh. 

4:10, 12)? 

 

8. In Neh. 4:13-20, how does Nehemiah handle these threats? 

 

  

9. In what situation have you seen a creative solution keep the work moving forward? 

 

  

10. What was Nehemiah trusting in to get the work done (note Neh. 4:9, 14 and 20)? 

 

  

11. What do you learn about Nehemiah from how he handles the opposition in Neh. 4? 

 

  

12. Does opposition make you want to quit a job, or does it challenge you to work harder to complete it? 

Explain. 

  

13. What kinds of opposition does your Christian group and its leadership face in ministry? 

  

 

14. What helps you to face it and find God's grace and strength? 
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