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The Planning Process 

Nehemiah 2 

Once Dwight L. Moody was sailing on an ocean vessel and a fire broke out. One of his traveling 

companions said, "Don't you think we should go and pray, Brother Moody?" Moody replied, "You can 

go and pray, brother, but I am going to man the water buckets. There is a time to pray and a time to put 

the fire out!" We tend to build a dichotomy between praying and doing—and in the end we neither pray 

nor do much. Usually what trips us up in the Christian life is not finding the balance between 

dependency on God and action on our part. Surely both must be important in God's eyes! In Neh. 2, 

Nehemiah shows evidence of careful planning on both fronts. 

  

1. Why do you think most Christians fail to do a "great work for God"? (For example, it might be 

because of lack of direction, feeling they lack giftedness to do the job, or simply laziness or apathy.) 

Explain. 

  

  

2. Read Neh. 2. How did Nehemiah give evidence of having a well-thought-through plan in Neh. 2:1-9? 

 

  

3. What is the difference between the praying Nehemiah does in this chapter and what he did in Neh. 1? 

  

 

4. Why does the king respond the way he does? 

  

What risk is Nehemiah taking to present his case before the king? 

  

5. What evidences of thoroughness do you find in Neh. 2:11-16? 
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6. Do you find that you plan this thoroughly? Explain. 

 

  

7. Why do you think Nehemiah appears so confident in Neh. 2:17-20? 

  

Why would Nehemiah's praying in Neh. 1 bring this kind of confidence in Neh. 2? 

  

8. From this chapter, what makes it reasonable for Nehemiah to be so hard-line with Sanballat, Tobiah 

and Geshem (Neh. 2:18-20)? 

  

  

9. When you do a "great work for God," do you expect opposition? Explain. 

  

 

10. Do you feel it is okay to say the "good hand of the Lord" is upon the "good work" that you are doing 

(note Neh. 2:18)? Explain why or why not. 

  

Do you feel free to enlist others in the body to do the work? 

  

 

11. How can Nehemiah's example of praying, planning and boldness help you to take risks and action? 
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