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DANIEL 3 

FOCUS VERSES  
Daniel 3:16–18 (ESV) 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If this be so, our God whom we serve 
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But 
if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you 
have set up.


KEY LESSON 
We honor God by obeying his commands.


DEVOTION 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were faced with the difficult decision either to obey king 
Nebuchadnezzar’s decree that they kneel before a golden image or to obey God by refusing to bow 
before the king’s idol. Though our circumstances are very different, we too are often faced with the 
decision to kneel before the desires of this world or to stand in obedience to God’s will for our lives. We 
honor God when we trust him and obey his commands.


In Daniel 3:17–18, we see that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego did not know exactly what would 
happen when they were cast into the fiery furnace. They believed in God’s power to save them from the 
fire, but they were not certain if the Lord would allow them to be consumed in the furnace or if they 
would be delivered. There are many times when we know what it takes to obey God even though we 
may be uncertain of the outcome. Like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, we should obey God’s word 
while trusting that he will direct the outcome according to his purpose.


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. How do you think that you would have responded if you were Shadrach, Meshach, or Abednego?

2. What are some of the pressures or worldly influences that Christians stand against today? 

3. Can you think of a time when you were confronted with the decision to obey God or to submit to the 

pressure of a worldly influence? What choice did you make in that situation?

4. In story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, we see that there is a fourth figure with them in the 

fire. Who do you think this figure was?

5. What does this fourth figure that we see in the fire teach us about God’s presence in our lives when 

we are faced with the decision to trust and obey his word?

6. Can you name a way that you need to obey God, even if your obedience is costly?
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