
Salvation: Week 3 (October 2) 
 

You are saved by God’s grace because of your faith. 
This salvation is God’s gift. It’s not something you 
possessed. It’s not something you did that you can be 
proud of. Instead, we are God’s accomplishment, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good things. God planned 
for these good things to be the way that we live our 
lives.    -Ephesians 2:8-10 (CEB) 
 
 
My brothers and sisters, what good is it if people say 
they have faith but do nothing to show it? Claiming to 
have faith can’t save anyone, can it? Imagine a brother 
or sister who is naked and  never has enough food to 
eat. What if one of you said, “Go in peace! Stay warm! 
Have a nice meal!”? What good is it if you don’t actually 
give them what their body needs? In the same way, 
faith is dead when it doesn’t result in faithful 
activity. Someone might claim, “You have faith and I 
have action.” But how can I see your faith apart from 

your actions? Instead, I’ll show you my faith by putting it into practice in faithful action.     
-James 2:14-18 (CEB) 
 
 

Too often, we opt for either/or Christianity: either personal relationship with Jesus or the 
social gospel of the Kingdom of God; either a dogmatic intellectual faith, or a vivacious 
heart-faith, either a partial reading of St. Paul or a partial reading of St. James and the 
prophets. Either St. Luke or St. John. In contrast, we can be both/and Christians like 
John Wesley, a reformer and founder of Methodism. 
 
Spiritual vitality, whether in individuals or congregations, is achieved by living out the 
Scriptures shown above. Ephesians 2:8-10 and James 2:14-18 are two dimensions of 
Christian life: a personal faith actively pursued through prayer, worship, Scripture 
reading, receiving the Eucharist, meeting in small groups, and practicing other Christian 
disciplines; and an invitation for God to work through you in serving your neighbor, your 
community, and the world. These two dimensions, taken together, constitute the holistic 
gospel that Jesus taught and preached, and they constitute the holistic gospel that 
Wesley insisted was “the scripture way of salvation”   
 
 


