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Questions Regarding Becoming a Reconciling Church 

• What does it mean to become a “Reconciling Congregation?”  

o Congregations who affiliate with the Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) embrace RMN’s 

commitment to achieving LGBTQIA+ justice and full inclusion in the life and ministry of the 

United Methodist Church, both in policy and in practice.  

 

• What does LGBTQIA+ mean?  

o It stands for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and/or questioning, intersex, and 

asexual; + indicates further inclusivity.  

 

• What is the Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN)?  

o  The RMN (https://rmnetwork.org/) is an organization seeking inclusion of people of all sexual 

orientations and gender identities in both the policy and practices of United Methodist Church. 

As of September 2019, the RMN includes more than 41,827 reconciling United Methodists and 

over 1,135 reconciling churches and communities. 

 

• What is the reconciling statement?  

o “Monticello United Methodist Church celebrates God’s gift of diversity and value the wholeness 

made possible in community equally shared and shepherded by all. We welcome and affirm 

people of every gender identity, gender expression, and sexual orientation, who are also of 

every age, race, ethnicity, physical and mental ability, level of education, and family structure, 

and of every economic, immigration, marital, and social status, and so much more. We 

acknowledge that we live in a world of profound social, economic, and political inequities. As 

followers of Jesus, we commit ourselves to the pursuit of justice and pledge to stand in solidarity 

with all who are marginalized and oppressed.” 

 

• Aren't we already a welcoming and reconciling congregation? 

o While it is known that Monticello UMC is very warm and welcoming, we have not formally and 

publicly affirmed our position on full inclusion for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 

persons. Studies have shown that the overwhelming perception within the LGBT community 

today is that they are not welcome in churches, in many cases because they have faced blatant 

discrimination within the church. Youth and young adults overwhelmingly see Christianity as 

anti-gay and want no part of a religion that (in their perception) focuses more on hate than love, 

on rigid rules rather than liberation. Being a reconciling congregation indicates to non-

heterosexual people that they are welcome. 

• By specifically calling out that we are openly welcoming LGBT, aren't we putting one group 

above others? 

o Our intention is that this movement be first and foremost about inclusion of ALL people. No person 

or group is more important than another. However, it is necessary for us to be specific and 

intentional about naming LGBT because Christian denominations including the United Methodist 

Church have been exclusionary of LGBT. Even now, the only group explicitly excluded from basic 

rights including marriage and ordination by the Book of Discipline are homosexuals. Therefore, it 

is expected that people in the LGBT community will assume that they are either not welcome or 

at best second class citizens in United Methodist Churches. It is vital that we are explicit in our 

welcoming of LGBT. 

 



 

• If we affiliate with the Reconciling Ministries Network, how does this affect our decisions with 

the General Conference scheduled for 2022?   

o This is a step forward in our decision to make our voice heard along with others within the 

denomination who are advocating to eliminate the contradictory, discriminatory and hurtful 

policies and language regarding human sexuality within the United Methodist Book of 

Discipline. The Reconciling Ministries Network has sought to work within the United Methodist 

denomination to affect change and this affiliation is a public way to affirm our belief in full 

inclusion.   

 

• What happens after we vote to adopt this statement?  

o That is when the fun begins.  We share our excitement with the Reconciling Ministries Network 

and place our statement on our website.  Open our doors, reach out to our neighbors and 

spread our love.  This could include attending festivals, parades, community events, etc.  This 

is when we have fun and show our community how much love we have to share.   
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you are welcome to contact anyone on the Reconciling 

Ministries team.   

 

Lisa Draper  Kristen Haberstroh  Debbie Kellogg 

Janet Williams  Terri Johnson   Elizabeth Pursell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: www.rmnetwork.org 


