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Key Verse: 

3Let love and faithfulness never leave you; 

    bind them around your neck, 

    write them on the tablet of your heart. 
4Then you will win favor and a good name 

    in the sight of God and man.  

Proverbs 3:3-4 

 

To be faithful is to be reliable, steadfast and unwavering, and the Bible speaks of this 

type of faithfulness in four ways: as an attribute of God; as a positive characteristic of 

some men; as a characteristic that many men lack; and as a gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Faithful is also used in the sense of “believing,” as in the case of the Christians in 

Ephesus and Colossae (Ephesians 1:1; Colossians 1:2). 

Scripture speaks often of God’s faithfulness. Over and over we learn that when God 

says He will do something, He does it (even when it seems impossible). When He 

says something will happen, it happens. This is true for the past, the present and the 

future. If this were not the case—if God were unfaithful even once—He would not be 

God, and we could not rely on any of His promises. But as it is, “Not one word has 

failed of all the good promises he gave” (1 Kings 8:56). God is eternally reliable, 

steadfast, and unwavering because faithfulness is one of His inherent attributes. God 

does not have to work at being faithful; He is faithful. Faithfulness is an essential part 

of who He is (Psalm 89:8; Hebrews 13:8). In His faithfulness, God protects us from 

evil (2 Thessalonians 3:3), sets limits on our temptations (1 Corinthians 10:13), 

forgives us of sin (1 John 1:9), and sanctifies us (1 Corinthians 1:9; Philippians 1:6). 

When a person walks consistently with God, in humble service to Him, he or she 

can be called “faithful.” When Nehemiah had to leave Jerusalem to return to Persia, 

he put Hanani and Hananiah in charge. The reason for his choice of these men was 

that they were “more faithful and God-fearing . . . than many” (Nehemiah 7:2, ESV). 

Nehemiah needed men of character whom he could trust. Men who would not take 

bribes, who were committed to the welfare of the people, and who would uphold the 

integrity of the office. Notice, also, that faithfulness is associated with fearing God. 

The better we truly know God, the more we will want to imitate Him (Ephesians 

5:1). Other examples of faithfulness include Silas (1 Peter 5:8), Tychicus (Ephesians 

6:21), Epaphras (Colossians 1:7), Onesimus (Colossians 4:9), and Moses (Hebrews 

3:2). 
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Some of the names included in this “faithful list” are unfamiliar to most people. Not 

much is known of Tychicus or Epaphras, for example. But faithfulness, even in 

small matters, is known to God and rewarded in the end (Luke 19:17). 

The Bible also warns us of the consequences of unfaithfulness. These warnings are 

necessary because, as the old hymn says, we are “prone to wander . . . prone to leave 

the God I love.” Our hearts are too often found fickle, despite our best intentions 

(Proverbs 20:6; Jeremiah 17:9; Matthew 26:75). 

Faithfulness affects every relationship we have. The Bible says it is a gift from God. 

When we receive Christ as Lord, the Holy Spirit indwells us and brings the blessings 

of love, joy, peace and faithfulness (Galatians 5:22). The fullness of these blessings 

depends on walking with God and yielding to His Spirit. We should be faithful to 

read and abide by God’s Word and to seek the Lord in prayer (Psalm 1:1-2; 

Ephesians 6:18). 

The Old Testament taught that “the just will live by faith” (Habakkuk 2:4), and that 

truth is quoted, amplified and illuminated three times in the New Testament. We 

obtain that faith, and our faithfulness, by the grace of God. He is faithful to His 

children, and by His grace we will one day hear the words, “Well done, good and 

faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:23).1 

 

Questions: 

 How do you define faithfulness?   

 

 How is God faithful to us? 

 

 How can you be faithful to others? 

 

 

                                                           
1

 http://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-faithfulness.html  

http://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-faithfulness.html
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The key idea for this week is “I have established a good name with God and others 

based on my loyalty to those relationships.”   

 

The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church states  

For Wesley there is no religion but social religion, no holiness but social 

holiness.  The communal forms of faith in the Wesleyan tradition not 

only promote personal growth, they also equip and mobilize us for 

mission and service to the world.2 

 

With that statement in mind, in the book, United Methodists Beliefs, A Brief 

Introduction, by William H. Willimon, he states: 

Fully a fourth of Wesley’s sermons focus on the Sermon on the Mount.  

Wesley took with great seriousness the Sermon on the Mount as a 

practical guide to how to live the Christian life.  That’s curious because 

most of us today think of Jesus’ exhortations in the Sermon on the 

Mount – turning the other cheek, not remarrying after divorce, enemy 

love – to be utterly impossible ideals.  Wesley gave thanks that Jesus so 

simply, directly gave us practical guidance for everyday discipleship.  He 

said that the Beatitudes were a picture of God drawn by God’s own hand.  

These commands are not meant to frustrate us forever by their 

impossibility, said Wesley, but are meant to be actually practiced with the 

help of God.  When faced with some seemingly impossible demand of 

Christ – such as forgiveness of our enemies – we are to change the 

church and ourselves rather than attempt to scale down the command. 

We Wesleyans once assumed that Jesus himself combined personal 

righteousness with social holiness, that his ethic is not to be relegated to 

the personal and the subjective, the ideal and the unrealistic, but is meant 

to go public and be put into practice.  Jesus came to teach us about the 

“real world,” and we are called to follow him there out of the fake world 

where the poor are oppressed, the strong lord over the weak, and, well, 

                                                           
2 The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, The United Methodist Publishing 

House, Nashville 2012, page 52 (part of paragraph 102; Our Doctrinal Heritage) 
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you get the point.  Our United Methodist Social Principles are an 

attempt to render the real world in the light of the love of Christ.3 

 

Questions: 

 How does social religion and/or social holiness help us establish a good 

relationship with God and others?  

 

 How can the Sermon on the Mount be used as a “practical guide to how to 

live the Christian life”? 

 

 How can a set of principles, such as the United Methodists Social principles, 

provide guidance in living in the real world? 

 

 

William Willimon continues his thoughts by saying: 

Early Methodists contended that the urge to holiness in thought and life 

can be perverted when holiness is not linked to love.  Love is not 

sentimental syrup that we pour over everything to make our problems 

easier to swallow.  Love is the complex, multifaceted force that drives us 

to engage in the world’s needs in the name of Christ.  Love is the divine 

gift that enables true moral transformation.  How sad when 

contemporary United Methodists attempt to scale down the dominical 

demand for love to the secular political possibility of justice.  It is also sad 

to see contemporary United Methodists choosing up sides on the 

political left or the right and slugging it out in political squabbles that 

Wesley would surely dismiss as debates about mere “opinions.”  Too 

many of us are confident that being on the right side of some social or 

political issue is more important than being there in love. 

 

                                                           
3

 United Methodists Beliefs, A Brief Introduction, Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville 2007, 

page 95 
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It is a constant challenge for us to think and to live on the basis of our 

theological convictions.  Wesley cared as much for our being and our 

believing as our doing.  Christians are meant to serve the needs of others, 

in love.  The notion of “Christian perfection” can be an ugly thing if not 

always answerable to love.  And the practice of politically engaged social 

Christianity degenerates into just another worldly power play when it is 

loveless.  Jesus didn’t call us simply to improve our neighbors but to love 

them as he has loved us.4 

 

Questions: 

 Can our faith be expressed without love for others? 

 

 How does the author’s definition of love help drive us to social religion and/or 

social holiness?  

“Love is the complex, multifaceted force that drives us to engage in the 

world’s needs in the name of Christ.  Love is the divine gift that enables 

true moral transformation.” 

 

 What needs to occur in order to align your being with your doing? 

 

 

 

The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church states  

No motif in the Wesleyan tradition has been more consistent than the link 

between Christian doctrine and Christian living.  Methodists have always been 

strictly enjoined to maintain the unity of faith and good works, through the 

means of grace,… The coherence of faith with ministries of love forms the 

                                                           
4 United Methodists Beliefs, A Brief Introduction, Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville 2007, 

page 96 
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discipline of Wesleyan spirituality and Christian discipleship. … Discipline 

was not the church law; it was ta way of discipleship.5 

 

 

William Willimon continues his discussion; 

Any truly Wesleyan vision of the Christian live includes direct, personal, 

sacrificial encounter with suffering persons – simply collecting money for 

someone else to with the poor is not enough.  Also, Wesley stressed a 

need for understanding the root causes of poverty.  He avoided the 

typical moral explanations for poverty that were in vogue in his day (and 

our day too).  Wesley also didn’t mind urging governmental officials to 

do their part in response to human need.  Why does the United 

Methodist General Board of Church and Society lobby Congress?  Not 

simply from a desire for a better functioning society but rather from our 

theological vision of God, whose presence and love among us is always 

“good news to the poor,” and our passionate desire to walk with this 

God. 

 

Wesley’s 1739 decision to go out and preach in the fields to the masses 

and engage in the innovative practice of “field preaching” in the open air 

was his dramatic attempt to take the gospel to England’s new urban poor, 

just as he had worked among the poor at Oxford for a decade before.  

He defined the gospel as “good new to the poor” (Luke 4).  Right up to 

the very end of his life, John Wesley work to set right what was wrong 

with the world, supporting the Strangers’ Friend Society to help 

newcomers to England’s great cities.  He worked to end the scourge of 

slavery, as in his famous letter to William Wilberforce in 1791.  Just four 

years before his death, he welcomed Sarah Mallet as a preacher – the 

first officially sanctioned female preacher of Methodism.  He gave away 

all that he had made from his books and writings, dying a pauper.  Six 

poor men bore Wesley’s body to its grave.6 

 

                                                           
5 The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, The United Methodist Publishing 

House, Nashville 2012, page 52 (part of paragraph 102; Our Doctrinal Heritage) 
6 United Methodists Beliefs, A Brief Introduction, Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville 2007, 

page 96 
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Questions: 

 How does addressing the direct cause of a problem (such as poverty) help 

further our faithfulness?   

 

 How should we balance our faith with our politics? 
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Turning to the Bible When Sorrow Strikes
7
 

A UMC.org Feature by Joe Iovino* 

April 28, 2015 

 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!  

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided;  

great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” Words by Thomas O. Chisolm 

The United Methodist Hymnal, 140 

 

The news about the destruction caused by the earthquake in Nepal is devastating. 

More than 4,000 people are confirmed to have died. Another 7,000 people are said 

to be injured, and UNICEF—the United Nations’ children’s agency—is reporting that 

nearly 1 million children urgently need assistance. 

 

When a tragedy of this magnitude occurs, people of faith are filled with questions. 

We wonder how God could allow this to happen. We wrestle with making sense of 

the suffering in light of our Christian faith. We want to sing, “Great is thy 

faithfulness, Lord, unto me!” but wonder if that is possible.  

 

The chorus of the hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” is an adaptation of 

Lamentations 3:22-23, which was written in the midst of tragedy. The five poems 

that make up this book from the Hebrew Scriptures were written during one of the 

most trying times in the history of Israel. In 586 B.C.E., the invading army of the 

Babylonians destroyed the city of Jerusalem, and the Temple. 

 

Loss of security 

 

The people had felt very secure. The Temple was understood as the place where 

God dwelled. Many thought that as a result, the city of Jerusalem was invincible. The 

defeat by Babylon was a major breach of their sense of security. If God’s house had 

been violated, then where could the people feel safe? 

 

                                                           
7

 http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/turning-to-the-bible-when-sorrow-strikes  

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/turning-to-the-bible-when-sorrow-strikes
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In Nepal this weekend, buildings in which people lived and felt the most protected 

proved unreliable. Climbers in the perceived safety of base camp in the dangerous 

climate and conditions of Mount Everest were engulfed in an avalanche. Sometimes 

those places where we feel the most secure can betray us. 

 

We may not have experienced the literal ground beneath our feet giving way, but 

many have known the loss of something we thought would last forever. A spouse 

asks us to dissolve the marriage we thought was eternal. Financial struggles cause us 

to leave the home in which we planned to spend the rest of our lives. Jobs to which 

we have been loyal let us go without warning. 

 

We want to feel safe. We want to know everything is always going to be OK. 

Unfortunately, there are no guarantees. 

 

Verse after verse of Lamentations describes the pain of people who have lost 

everything. There are tears, questions, and fists shaking in anger. There is grief, hurt, 

and a sense of abandonment. 

 

The book closes without resolution. In the final lines we read this heart wrenching 

prayer, “Why do you forget us continually; why do you abandon us for such a long 

time? Return us, Lord, to yourself. Please let us return! Give us new days, like those 

long ago—unless you have completely rejected us, or have become too angry with us” 

(Lamentations 5:20-22). 

 

Questions are left unanswered. The tragedy is not explained. Instead we are given 

something else.  

 

Hope in the face of tragedy 

 

In the center of the book—the middle verses of the middle poem—we find a ray of 

hope. Despite the devastation and suffering, the author proclaims that God is with 

us. 

 

“Certainly the faithful love of the Lord hasn’t ended,” the poet writes, “certainly 

God’s compassion isn’t through! ... Great is your faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22-

23). 

 

This is our song! This is our hope! 
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Despite what others will say is evidence to the contrary, we are still convinced “the 

faithful love of the Lord hasn’t ended.” In the face of widespread suffering, we 

continue to sing, “God’s compassion isn’t through.” When that which we thought 

was safe and reliable fails us, we dare to proclaim, “Great is your faithfulness.”  

 

God is with the people of Nepal. God's love hasn’t ended. God's compassion isn’t 

through. 

 

In the aftermath of this tragedy, we give witness to the love of God. In our 

outpouring of support, we proclaim the value of every human life. As we grieve with 

those in mourning, we share the love of God. When we send supplies through 

Global Ministries and the United Methodist Committee on Relief, we witness to 

God’s provision. When medical professionals bind up wounds, Jesus is shown as a 

healer. When homes are rebuilt, we proclaim resurrection. 

 

As we seek to minister to those in need through our prayers and support, we sing, 

“Great is your faithfulness!”  

 
*Joe Iovino works for UMC.org at United Methodist Communications. He may be reached at 

jiovino@umcom.org or 615-312-3733. 

 

Questions: 

 Read Lamentations 3:19-27.  How does this Scripture (and others) help us 

keep moving forward when tragedy strikes? 

 

 Does the approach “As we seek to minister to those in need through our 

prayers and support, we sing, “Great is your faithfulness!”” change how you 

view tragedy? 
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Faith of a Child of God
8
 

John Wesley talked about the faith of a child of God in contrast to the faith of a 

servant of God.  Although faith may start as the recognition of duty and the desire to 

obey, it could become much more than that.  A person with the faith of a child of 

God, unlike one with the faith of a servant, knows God’s love directly, intimately, 

and powerfully.  God’s gracious demonstration of love evokes faith that is 

characterized by trust and confidence.  Having been assured of being loved, 

Christians with this faith are filled with love for God and for others.  They are then 

able to live without fear and doubt, so their lives take on a different motivation than 

before.  Instead of trying to please God through their efforts, these Christians 

gratefully and gladly embrace the kind of life that God would have them live. 

 

Questions: 

 Read Habakkuk 2:4.  How can the righteous live out their faith?   

 

 What are some practical ways that a person can know God’s love “directly, 

intimately, and powerfully”? 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
8

 The Wesley Study Bible (NRSV), Abingdon Press, Nashville (page 1127).  Wesleyan Core 

Term: Faith of a Child of God 
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Faithfulness
9
 

God’s faithfulness is steadfast and unchanging.  According to the book of Ruth, God 

takes ten years to provide bountiful food to a famine-stricken nation.  God works 

through a loyal foreigner to provide for a destitute widow, and God uses a prominent 

member of the community to provide security and protection for a young widow of 

foreign descent.  In this way, God’s faithfulness is carried out over time and through 

many individuals.  Let us be patient and not lose hope.  God’s faithfulness is 

manifested similarly in our own lives as we seek refuge under the wings of our Lord 

God. 

 

Questions: 

 Read Ruth 2:8-13.  How does this passage reflect that Ruth “established a 

good name with God and others”? 

 

 How does knowing God’s faithfulness in your life impact your own 

faithfulness? 

 

 Read Isaiah 40:28-31.  Why should we be concerned about the weak or the 

powerless? 
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 The Wesley Study Bible (NRSV), Abingdon Press, Nashville (page 328).  Life Application Topic: 

Faithfulness 


