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Key Idea: 

I know my spiritual gifts and use them to fulfill God’s purposes. 

 

  

Key Scripture: 

For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not 

all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each 

member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace 

given to each of us.  

Romans 12:4-6a 

 

Romans 12:3-8 lists the spiritual gifts as follows: prophecy, serving others, teaching, 

encouraging (exhorting), generosity (contributing to the needs of others), leadership, 

and showing mercy. First Corinthians 12:8-11 lists the gifts as the message of wisdom 

(ability to communicate spiritual wisdom), the message of knowledge (ability to 

communicate practical truth), faith (unusual reliance upon God), the working of 

miracles (or healing), prophecy, discerning of spirits, tongues (ability to speak in a 

language that one has not studied), and interpretation of tongues. The third list is 

found in Ephesians 4:10-12, which speaks of God giving to His church apostles, 

prophets, evangelists, and pastors and teachers. There is no one list of spiritual gifts. 

It is also possible that the biblical lists are not exhaustive, that there are additional 

spiritual gifts beyond the ones the Bible mentions. 

 

The Holy Spirit equips us with spiritual gifts to build up the Church and perform the 

work that God wants us to do here.  Each of us can have different gifts and no gift is 

better than another gift.  In both the passage from Romans and First Corinthians, the 

apostle Paul describes the Church as a body and the gifts that we have each perform 

different functions.   
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After all, is that not the way a physical body functions? In our human body (flesh 

and bones), there are a variety of cells. Each cell has a purpose and it knows what to 

do.  The body operates, not by the cells getting together and voting about what is the 

best thing to do, but by simply doing what they individually and particularly were 

designed to do.  Paul reminds us that each of us with our unique gifts can uplift the 

Church by doing what the Holy Spirit has enabled us to do when we use our 

spiritual gifts. 

 

It is our responsibility to recognize and fulfill the gifts given to us. Do you know what 

your gift is? There are several ways to determine what your spiritual gifts are 

(everyone has at least one spiritual gift!).  You can take a spiritual gift inventory.  You 

might ask yourself the question, “Where do I feel most comfortable (or fulfilled) 

serving within the church?” or you might ask a good friend what spiritual gift they 

might see in you.   

 

You have the greatest impact on ministry (yes, we are all called to be ministers) when 

we use our spiritual gifts.  Just as the cells of our body know what to do, we should 

use our spiritual gifts to fulfill God’s purpose. 

 

Life Application:  

I will discover and use my spiritual gifts to serve and enhance God’s kingdom here 

on earth. 

 

Prayer: 

Holy Spirit, you enable me with wonderful gifts of grace. Help me to use them to 

further your kingdom here on earth.  Amen. 


