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Key Idea: 

I dedicate my life to God’s purposes. 

 

  

Key Scripture: 

I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true and proper worship. 

Romans 12:1 

 

Sacrifices were an important part of worship in the Old Testament.  But God always 

made it clear that obedience from the heart was much more important.  This is 

really what the Apostle Paul is talking about in this verse.   

 

The Message paraphrases Romans 12:1 this way: “Take your everyday, ordinary 

life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it 

before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you 

can do for him.”  This is a call to action! 

 

What would your life be like it you did what was described above?  What if I were to 

present myself as an offering prior to going to work?  Would I treat my fellow 

employees with more respect?  Would I actually be more productive if my work 

were an offering to God? 

 

What about my “walking-around life”?  I see this as the day-to-day activities I might 

be doing.  What if I were to treat every person I meet as a child of God?  Would 

this change how I interact with people in the grocery store or if I am tired of waiting 

in line at the bank or department store?  Would I use that time to pray for the 
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salesclerk checking out the line of people instead of being frustrated that the line is 

not moving fast enough? 

 

What if I stopped and really tried to figure out what God wanted me to do?  What if 

I really tried to become the person God wants me to be?  Romans 12 (verses 1 – 21) 

give us some great tips on being that kind of person. Here are some highlights: 

 Think of others before thinking of your own needs 

 Treat those that you meet like you would like to be treated 

 Let your love be genuine 

 Live in harmony with others 

 Live peaceably with all 

 Take care of those who are in need 

 Overcome evil with good 

Think about how wonderful the world could be if everyone heeded this advice.   

 

I would encourage you this week to read Romans 12 on a daily basis and try to put 

into practice some (if not all) of the advice given.  But do it because of what God has 

done for you – do it with a joyful heart.  This is the best gift (sacrifice) that you can 

give to God. 

 

Life Application:  

I dedicate my life to becoming the person God wants me to be. 

Prayer: 

Father, help me to become a Romans 12 Christian; someone who can live out my 

faith in a real and honest way.  Help me to show others the grace you have shown 

me.  Amen. 


