
Life Together  
Modified Study Notes 

 

Practicing Servanthood, 
Finding Freedom 

 

Week #5 — October 9, 2022 

Humility, if we could ever grow into it, would not be a burden. It would be an 
immense gift. Humility is the freedom to stop trying to be what we’re not, or 
pretending to be what we’re not, and accepting our “appropriate smallness.”  
In Luther’s words, “Humility is the decision to let God be God.”   - John Ortberg 

 
 
 
 

 1.  Define pride and identify the ways it reveals itself in our lives. 
 
 2.  When you hear the word “servanthood,” what comes to mind? What  
       appeals to you? What repels you? 
 
 3.  How do you feel when you’ve pleased someone who is important to you?  
       In what ways does that person’s approval influence your thinking and/or  
       future behavior? 

 
 
 
 

The Messiah complex—symptom of pride 

 

The ministries of servanthood 

 

Approval addiction 
 

 

Have someone read The Transforming 
Power of Servanthood — Page 89 
 

 1.  Read Genesis 3:4-5. How did the serpent tempt Eve to eat the forbidden  
       fruit?  

 
 2.  Read Proverbs 16:18. What are the consequences of pride in our actions  
       and in our hearts? 
 

Questions to Think About 

 3.  Read Luke 18:9-14. What symptoms of pride are evident in this parable  
       that Jesus told? 
 
 
 4.  Read Philippians 2:3-8. How does Paul describe the life of humility and  
       servanthood? Who is our example to follow and how did He model it?  
 

 

 

Read “A Life of Freedom:  
The Practice of Secrecy” — Page 92 
 

 1.  Read 1 Corinthians 4:3-4 and Galatians 1:10. What did Paul reveal about  
       himself and what he learned about approval addiction in these two  
       passages? 
 
 2.  Read John 12:42-43. Which phrase describes the religious leaders of Jesus’  
       day who refused to commit themselves to becoming Jesus’ disciples?  
       From what did these leaders suffer? 
 
 3.  Read Matthew 6:1-6. What is the reward for a public display of goodness?  
       What is the reward for practicing secrecy?  
 
 4.  What sign of pride is the biggest struggle for you? What is one step you  
       could take this week to practice the discipline of secrecy?  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Read During the Week:  
“Personal Journey: To Do On Your Own” — Page 100 

 

Video Observation 

Large Group Exploration 

Small Group Exploration 

Assign Personal Journey 

Close in Prayer 


