
Life Together Study Notes 

Balaam’s Donkey 
Numbers 22:1-38 

 

Week 4— January 24, 2021 

Let’s get to know each other (15 min) 
 

What is your favorite animal? Why? 
 

 
 

 

Where did you see God work in your life this 
week?  (10-15 min) 
 

 
 
 

 

Let’s interact with God’s Word. (40 min) 
 
 

Background: The Israelites were still wandering in the desert and had shown 
a lot of rebellion to both God and Moses, their leader. God’s plans were to 
bring them into the Promised Land eventually. They executed a few key  
victories over their enemies, but the Moabites were directly in the way of  
entering the Promised Land.  The Moabites were southeast of the Dead Sea,  
at the edge of the entrance of Canaan, so it would be a key battle for the  
Israelites. When the King of Moab, Balak, saw the Israelites advancing in large 
numbers toward his country, he became very afraid.  So, he called on Balaam 
who was a professional sorcerer and well known in the area.  He paid him a  
handsome fee to curse the Israelites as he did not think he could muster up 
enough strength from his own men.  
 
Read Numbers 22:1-20 
 
1. What do we know about Balaam from this passage? 
 
2.   What was Balaam told by the Lord? 
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 Read Numbers 22:21-35 
 

3. Why do you think the Lord was angry with Balaam for going when it seems 
in verse 20 that God gave him permission to go? 

 
4. What did the donkey see that Balaam didn’t? 
 
5. What did God do to get Balaam’s attention? Did it work? Why or why not?  
 
6 .  How did Balaam respond to the donkey’s rebuke?   
 
Read Numbers 22:36-38 
 
7.  What did Balaam vow to do when he met Balak after his encounter with  
       his donkey?  
 
8.  What does this story tell us about God, and specifically the covenant he  
       made with the Israelites?  See the Covenant with Abraham. 
       (Genesis 12:1-9) 
 
 9.  How does God usually get your attention?  What would it mean for you to  
       speak only what God puts in your mouth?   
 

  
Take time to think about how to apply what 
you’ve learned to your own life (10-15 min) 
 

 

Share a specific situation with your Life Group on how this might apply 
in your life this week! 
 
If you have time this week, read Numbers 23-25 to see how Balaam’s 
prophetic life was lived out in this story. 
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