
 
  

 Let us get to know each other (15 min)  
 
  

What is your favorite thing to do to get ready for Holy Week/Easter 
  

  Where did you see God at work in your life this            
  week?  (10-15 min)  
  

  
  
 Let us interact with God’s Word. (35-40 min)  
  
  

Reading: Luke 23:32-43 
  
Background: Luke records the story of these two unnamed criminals who 
were crucified on Jesus’ left and right.  In Matthew and Mark’s version of the 
same story they are called “rebels” and it says they also “hurled insults at 
Jesus”.  Crucifixion was reserved for the worst criminals and Roman citizens 
were exempt from it.  There is a good chance these men participated in some 
type of insurrection, which the Roman governors took very seriously.  
Importantly as the thief on the cross spent six hours, something profound 
happened in his heart and we hear Jesus’ famous words, “Today you will be 
with me in paradise”.    
 

  
1. What was the difference between the two thieves and how they 

responded to Jesus? 
 

2. What do you think prompted the one thief to realize they were 
getting what they deserved and were being “justly” sentenced? 

 
3. What caused the thief in your opinion to come to realize that 

Jesus was “sinless” and he was “sin-full”?   
 

4. What did Jesus say in the passage to give you an idea of what 
might have caused the repentant thief to have a change of 
heart?  

  
 
 (15-20 minutes) 
 

What do you think of the idea of “deathbed” conversions?   
 
What does this passage and Jesus’ treatment of the thief teach us about 
God?   
 
What do you think of the idea, “It is never too late to be saved!”   
 
Do you think it is fair for someone to “sin” their whole lives and then 
turn to God’s mercy before they die?  
 
Why is thinking I am going to sin and then repent right before I die 
dangerous?  What does it say about Jesus’ statement “I have come to 
bring you life and life abundantly?” 
 
How can you spend time with Jesus on the cross figuratively speaking 
this week as you prepare for Good Friday?   
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