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Context:  
 • King Herod was a grandson of Herod the Great. 
 • James, the brother of John, was beheaded at Herod’s request.  
 • Mary is the mother of John Mark (John Mark traveled with Paul and  
    wrote the second gospel). 
 • James is the half-brother of Jesus, who became an influential leader  
    in the church of Jerusalem and wrote the letter of James in the New  
    Testament.   
 • Rhoda, the servant girl, is only mentioned here and we know nothing  
    else about her. She is probably a Gentile. 

 
 1.  Their prayer was E____________! 
 

So Peter was kept in prison, but the church  
was earnestly praying to God for him.    - Acts 12:5 

 
 2.  Their prayer was U________________! 
 

You do not have because you do not ask God. When you ask,  
you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you  

may spend what you get on your pleasures.    - James 4:2-3 

 
Nothing makes us so effective in prayer as we can look into the  

eye of God and say, “You know that I am not praying for personal  
advantage, nor to avoid hardship, not that my own will should  
be done, but only for this, that Your name might be glorified.”             

                  - Ole Hallesby, Norwegian Theologian, in his book titled, “Prayer” 

 
 3.  Their prayer was C________________! 
 

When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of  
Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many 

people had gathered and were praying.   - Acts 12:12 



 

 
 

 4.  Their prayer was I________________! 
 

When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed she  
ran back without opening it and exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!” 
“You’re out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting  

that it was so, they said, “It must be his angel.”    - Acts 12:14-15 

 
 5.  Answered prayer encourages E______________! 
 

Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and  
described how the Lord had brought him out of prison.  

“Tell James and the other brothers and sisters about this,”  
he said, and then he left for another place.    - Acts 12:17 

 
 

Potential Applications: 
 

         1.  Who do you need to be praying for right now? The church,  
               the world, Afghanistan, persecuted believers, unbelievers? 
 

         2.  Who are some people you could gather and pray with?  
  
         3.  Do you report answered prayers to encourage others? 


