
  

Unlikely Heroes of the Bible 

ZECHARIAH 
Pastor Mike Anderson 

Background:  
Zechariah was a priest in the line of Aaron, brother of Moses.  
His wife, Elizabeth, was also from the line of Aaron.  There were 
as many as 20,000 priests in Jerusalem at the time. For him to be 
chosen by Lot to offer incense at the altar was a “once in a  
lifetime experience”.  As Zechariah went to the altar hundreds of 
worshippers stood outside, for when the censer was lit it was  
believed God’s presence filled the temple.  Zechariah and  
Elizabeth were advanced in age and childless.  Most people think 
Elizabeth and Zechariah were ages 60 and 70, respectively.   
As Zechariah goes to light the incense, an angel appears to him 
and says something remarkable, “Do not be afraid, your prayer 
has been heard and Elizabeth will bear you a son.”  
 

What can we learn from Zechariah?  
 
 1.  He ________________ with God. 
 

Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, observing  
all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly.  - Luke 1:6 

 

Though good works save us, God is not against them.  
Obedience matters.  How is your walk with God? 

 
 2.  He ____________________ in ________________! 
 

Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard.    
      - Luke 1:13 

 

Just because our prayers are not answered,  
does not mean they are not heard.  

 

The story about the persistent widow and the unjust judge.  
- Luke 18:1-8    

 

Elijah prayed earnestly for three and half years for rain.  
Then he prayed AGAIN and the sky poured rain and the  

earth produced fruit.  - James 5:17-18 
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 3.  He ___________________ God! 
 

Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this?  I am  
an old man, and my wife is well along in years.”   - Luke 1:18 

 

It was not without biblical precedence to ask for a sign.  
Gideon in Judges 6:17 

 

Zechariah looked at his circumstances first,  
and what God could do last.  

 
 4.  He got a _____________  ______________. 
 

He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s  
astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.”   - Luke 1:63 

 

Even though he had failed before, God gave Zechariah a second 
chance at faith. He gives the same to us today. (Guzik) 

 

Peter’s three-fold denial of Jesus, and Jesus’ reinstatement.   
 
 5.  He was ______________ with the Holy Spirit.  
 

His father Zechariah was filled with the  
Holy Spirit and prophesied.  - Luke 1:67 

 

The prophetic voice of God had been silenced for 400 years. 
Zechariah was the last of the Old Testament prophets.  

Zechariah got his voice back! 
 

Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit,  
especially ____________________.  - 1 Corinthians 14:1 

 
 
 

 
 1. Where is God calling you to exercise faith in your life? Where  
      do you doubt whether He can answer your prayer? 

 

 2. Where is God calling you to persist in your prayers?  

 

 3. Where is God calling you to use your voice? 
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