SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2026
PART 5: FROM THE CRADLE TO THE CROSS —
PURSUIT OF THE CROSS

“THE UPSIDE-DOWN KINGDOM”
PASTOR BRANDON WAY

And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples
aside, and on the way he said to them, “See, we are going up to
Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests
and scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to
the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified, and he will be
raised on the third day.” -Matthew 20:17-19 (ESV)

1. In the Upside-Down Kingdom, came to

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God
something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human
likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!

-Philippians 2:6-8

Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners... -1 Timothy 1:15

2. In the Upside-Down Kingdom, becomes the

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. -Romans 5:8

“He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die
to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.”
-1 Peter 2:24

Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,
so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will
appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those
who are waiting for him. -Hebrews 9:27-28



Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons,
and kneeling before him she asked him for something. And he said to
her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Say that these two sons of
mine are to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your
kingdom.” Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are
you able to drink the cup that | am to drink?” They said to him, “We are
able.” He said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right
hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it
has been prepared by my Father.” And when the ten heard it, they were
indignant at the two brothers. But Jesus called them to him and said,
“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
great ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you.
But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and
whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son
of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a

ransom for many.” -Matthew 20:20-28 (ESV)
3. In the Upside-Down Kingdom, it’s better to than to
be

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the
meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will
see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.” -Matthew 5:3-9



