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1. The church was always meant to be

And Saul approved of their killing him.

On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in
Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout
Judea and Samaria. Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply
for him. But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to
house, he dragged off both men and women and put them in prison.
Acts 8:1-3

“You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local
councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will
stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. And the
gospel mustfirst be preached to all nations. Whenever you are
arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to
say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you
speaking, but the Holy Spirit.”

“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children
will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. Everyone
will hate you because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end
will be saved.” Mark 13:9-13

2. But the church

Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they
went. Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the
Messiah there. Acts 8:4-5

Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable
or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with
good teaching. 2 Timothy 4:2 NLT



3. And the church

When the crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he performed, they
all paid close attention to what he said. For with shrieks, impure
spirits came out of many, and many who were paralyzed or lame
were healed. So there was great joy in that city. Acts 8:6-8

Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight
rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is
worthless. Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and
faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress
and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. James 1:26-27



