
 

“A Different Kind of Christmas” Message 
By Pastor Mike Anderson 

 

“Social Distance” 
 

Introduction: As we are sheltering at home and trying to maintain  
social distance from our family and friends, it is certainly A Different 
Kind of Christmas!  While we would usually be giving big hugs and 
hearty handshakes, this year we will be doing our best to stay separate 
and safe.   
 

But can this be a time when we grow in our connectedness with God?  
Last time I checked, God does not have the coronavirus! In fact, the very 
essence of Christmas is that God eliminated the distance between  
heaven and earth by becoming one of us. “The Word (Jesus) became 
flesh and dwelt among us!”  
 
There was a time when we were socially distanced from God! In fact, we 
were separated from God altogether, and it was far more than six feet! 
 

 I.  Our sin nature created a social distance with God. We are  
     ______________ from God by our sin. 
 

“But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins  
 have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.” Isaiah 59:2 

 
“Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded  

from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the  
     promise, without hope and without God in the world.” Ephesians 2:12 

 
 II.  When we were separated from God, God went _______________ 
      for us.  
 

“Then the man and his wife heard the Lord God as he was walking in the  
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees 
of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” Genesis 3:8 

 
“But God proved his own love for us in this: While we  

 were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8 

 

 III.  Jesus bridged the ___________________ between us and God! 
 

“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have  
 been brought near by the blood of Christ.” Ephesians 2:13 

 
“And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through 

Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him.”  
       2 Corinthians 5:18 

 
 IV.  ______________ can separate us from the love of God in Christ  
       Jesus! 
 

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,  
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor  

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from  
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39 

 
 V.  Will you ________________________ to God this Christmas??? 
 

“Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will  
listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me when you search  
for Me with all your heart. I will be found by you, says the Lord,  

 and I will bring you back from your captivity.”   Jeremiah 29:12-14 
 

“Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
 you. Come near to God and he will come near to you.”   James 4:7-8 


