
 

 

A Church Alive in Christ:  Praying for Others 
Ephesians 1:15-23 

 
HOW TO PRAY FOR OTHERS (friends, family, enemies, etc.) 
 
1. Thank God for them and Pray continually for them. 
 
That’s why, when I heard of the solid trust you have in the Master 
Jesus and your outpouring of love to all the followers of Jesus, I 
couldn’t stop thanking God for you - every time I prayed, I’d think of 
you and give thanks. - vs. 15-16 (The Message) 
 
2. Ask God to give them Spiritual Wisdom. 
 
But I do more than thank. I ask - ask the God of our Master, Jesus 
Christ, the God of glory - to make you intelligent and discerning…       
- vs. 17 
 
3. Ask that they might grow closer to God. 
 
I ask - ask the God of our Master, Jesus Christ, the God of glory - to 
make you intelligent and discerning in knowing him personally - vs. 17 
 
4. Ask for clarity and knowledge of God’s purpose in their life. 
 
…your eyes focused and clear, so that you can see exactly what it is 
he is calling you to do, grasp the immensity of this glorious way of life 
he has for his followers - vs. 18 
 
5. That their faith be strengthened by the Hope of Heaven 
 
All this energy issues from Christ: God raised him from death and set 
him on a throne in deep heaven - vs. 20 
 
6. That they may know of the power of God that is available to 

them 
 
Oh, the utter extravagance of his work in us who trust him - endless 
energy, boundless strength! - vs. 19 

All this energy issues from Christ: God raised him from death and set 
him on a throne in deep heaven, in charge of running the universe, 
everything from galaxies to governments, no name and no power 
exempt from his rule. - vs. 20-21 
 
7. The End has been decided, God wins! 
 
And not just for the time being, but forever. He is in charge of it all, 
has the final word on everything. - vs. 22 
 
8. Know that the Church is the body of Christ in this world. 
 
At the center of all this, Christ rules the church. The church, you see, 
is not peripheral to the world; the world is peripheral to the church. 
The church is Christ’s body, in which he speaks and acts, by which he 
fills everything with his presence. - vs. 20-23 
 

• Filled with His presence 
 The church is Christ’s body, in which he speaks and acts, by  
 which he fills everything with his presence. - vs. 23 
 

• Powered by His grace 
 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness  
 of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace which  
 he lavished upon us. - Ephesians 1:7-8 
 

• Uniting all things according to God’s Plan. 
 For he has made known to us in all wisdom and insight, the 
 mystery of his will, according to his purpose which he set forth 

in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in 
 him, things in heaven and things on earth. - Ephesians 1:9-10 
 
 
Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances, 

for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.  
– 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

 


