
 

 

Advent is actually a season of hope. The word advent means 
“coming” or “arrival,” and the season is marked by expectation, 

waiting, anticipation, and longing. Advent is not just an extension of 
Christmas — it is a season that links the past, present, and future.  

 

What is hope? 

  

Hope is an optimistic state of mind that is based on an  
expectation of positive outcomes with respect to events  

and circumstances in one's life or the world at large. 
 

What is false hope? 
 

Confident feelings about something that might not be true  
(i.e., delusion, fantasy, or naiveté) 

 

The reality of hopelessness 

 

Examples: depression, mental illness, dementia/Alzheimer’s, addiction, suicide 
 

For some hope is: 
 

    • The first candle to be lit when the power goes out in the storm 
    • The positive percentage you have of beating the cancer 
    • The faint line on that stick when you’ve been struggling to get pregnant 
    • The first ray of sunshine through your window after a tearful, difficult night 
    • Hearing the words, “He’s going to be OK” 
     • The flicker of maybe, just maybe 
     • The fuel of faith and dreams 
 

God With Us — The Hope of Advent 
 

 1.  Hope based on God’s W______! 
 

Part of the gift of God with Us is the written Word that He has left us.  
These are His promises to His people – both long ago and today. 

 

First Sunday in Advent 
 

GOD WITH US BRINGS HOPE! 
 

Pastor Mike Anderson 



 

 
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,  

correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God  
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”   - 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

 2.  Hope based on God’s c________________! 
 

But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. Then the woman,  
knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling 
with fear, told him the whole truth. He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has 

healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.”   - Mark 5:32-34 

 

 3.  Hope based on God’s f___________________! 
 

Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: Because of the Lord’s  
great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are  

new every morning; great is your faithfulness.   - Lamentations 3:21-23  

 

 4.  Our hope is a l__________ hope! 
 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great  
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the  

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.   - 1 Peter 1:3 
 
 

Questions to Consider: 
 

     1.  Where are you struggling or trying to find hope in your life?  
 
     2.  How can our journey together to Christmas become a time in your  
           life where God can restore your hope? 
 
     3.  Take some time this week to write down experiences in your life  
            where God restored your hope by His faithfulness to you. 
 
     4.  Encourage someone this week who is feeling down, defeated, or  
           hopeless!    


