
Introduction:  What do we know about Ephesus? 
 * Beautiful, cosmopolitan, port city 

 * Steeped in Pagan worship, temple of Diana  
(Roman version of Artemis) 

 * The home of Mary, the mother of Jesus 
 * The home of John, the Apostle before his exile to Patmos 

 
 1.  The G______:  What is good in this church? 
 

      a.  Their D________ and H______ W______. 
 

To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds  
the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands.  

I know your deeds, your hard work.  - Revelation 2:1-2a 
 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this is not from  
yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by works, so that no one can boast.  

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which  
God prepared in advance for us to do.     - Ephesians 2:8-10 

 
      b.  Their P____________________. 
 

You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name,  
and have not grown weary.     - Revelation 2:3 

 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of  
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces  

perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature  
and complete, not lacking anything.     - James 1:2-4 

 
      c.  Their D____________________. 
 

I know that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim 
to be apostles but are not, and have found them false … But you have this in your favor: 

You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.     - Revelation 2:2b, 6 

 

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans 
and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.   

          - James 1:27 
 

 2.  The B______:  What is not good in this church? 

The Seven Churches of Revelation 
 

EPHESUS: RETURN TO YOUR FIRST LOVE 
 

Pastor Mark Johnson 



 

 

Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first.     
      - Revelation 2:4 

 

      a.  They have F______________ their first love of Jesus 
 

Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God.       - Deuteronomy 8:11a 

 
      b.  They have R____________ their R_________________ with the person of 

            Jesus for R________________ practice for Jesus. 
 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me  
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it  

will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have spoken  
to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself;  
it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.   

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are  

like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown 
into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask  

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that  
you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.      - John 15:1-8 

 

Being busy does not mean you are healthy!     - Anonymous 

 

 3.  The R__________. 
 

Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do 
not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place…Whoever has 

ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is victorious,  
I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.    

         - Revelation 2:5, 7 
 

For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with 

power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have  

power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high 
and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge — that 
you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to 
do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at 

work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all  
generations, for ever and ever! Amen.      - Ephesians 3:14-21 

 

Questions to Consider: 
 

     1.  Where is my relationship with Jesus today?  Solid, mediocre, non-existent? 
     2.  Do I see serving Jesus as a “have to” or a “get to”? 
     3.  What is one thing I can do this week to renew my relationship with Jesus? 


