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HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE - HSC 
DIVISION 2.5. EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES [1797 - 1799.207] 
  (Division 2.5 added by Stats. 1980, Ch. 1260.) 

CHAPTER 9. Liability Limitation [1799.100 - 1799.112] 
  (Chapter 9 added by Stats. 1980, Ch. 1260.) 

 

1799.102.   
(a) No person who in good faith, and not for compensation, renders emergency medical 
or nonmedical care at the scene of an emergency shall be liable for any civil damages 
resulting from any act or omission. The scene of an emergency shall not include 
emergency departments and other places where medical care is usually offered. This 
subdivision applies only to the medical, law enforcement, and emergency personnel 
specified in this chapter. 

 

(b) (1) It is the intent of the Legislature to encourage other individuals to volunteer, 
without compensation, to assist others in need during an emergency, while ensuring 
that those volunteers who provide care or assistance act responsibly. 

 

(2) Except for those persons specified in subdivision (a), no person who in good faith, 
and not for compensation, renders emergency medical or nonmedical care or 
assistance at the scene of an emergency shall be liable for civil damages resulting from 
any act or omission other than an act or omission constituting gross negligence or willful 
or wanton misconduct. The scene of an emergency shall not include emergency 
departments and other places where medical care is usually offered. This subdivision 
shall not be construed to alter existing protections from liability for licensed medical or 
other personnel specified in subdivision (a) or any other law. 

 

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to change any existing legal duties or 
obligations, nor does anything in this section in any way affect the provisions in Section 
1714.5 of the Civil Code, as proposed to be amended by Senate Bill 39 of the 2009–10 
Regular Session of the Legislature. 

 

(d) The amendments to this section made by the act adding subdivisions (b) and (c) 
shall apply exclusively to any legal action filed on or after the effective date of that act. 

 

(Amended by Stats. 2009, Ch. 77, Sec. 1. Effective August 6, 2009. Note: As 
referenced in subd. (d), subds. (b) and (c) were added in the amendment by Stats. 
2009, Ch. 77.) 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE - HSC 

DIVISION 2.5. EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES [1797 - 1799.207] 
  (Division 2.5 added by Stats. 1980, Ch. 1260.) 

CHAPTER 9. Liability Limitation [1799.100 - 1799.112] 
  (Chapter 9 added by Stats. 1980, Ch. 1260. ) 

 

1799.103.   
(a) An employer shall not adopt or enforce a policy prohibiting an employee from 
voluntarily providing emergency medical services, including, but not limited to, 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, in response to a medical emergency, except as provided 
in subdivisions (b) and (c). 

 

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), an employer may adopt and enforce a policy 
authorizing employees trained in emergency services to provide those services. 
However, in the event of an emergency, any available employee may voluntarily provide 
emergency medical services if a trained and authorized employee is not immediately 
available or is otherwise unable or unwilling to provide emergency medical services. 

 

(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), an employer may adopt and enforce a policy 
prohibiting an employee from performing emergency medical services, including, but not 
limited to, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, on a person who has expressed the desire to 
forgo resuscitation or other medical interventions through any legally recognized means, 
including, but not limited to, a do-not-resuscitate order, a Physician Orders for Life 
Sustaining Treatment form, an advance health care directive, or a legally recognized 
health care decision maker. 

 

(d) This section does not impose any express or implied duty on an employer to train its 
employees regarding emergency medical services or cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 

 

(Added by Stats. 2013, Ch. 591, Sec. 1. (AB 633) Effective January 1, 2014.) 
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1799.104.   
(a)  No physician or nurse, who in good faith gives emergency instructions to an EMT-II 
or mobile intensive care paramedic at the scene of an emergency, shall be liable for any 
civil damages as a result of issuing the instructions. 

(b)  No EMT-II or mobile intensive care paramedic rendering care within the scope of his 
duties who, in good faith and in a non-negligent manner, follows the instructions of a 
physician or nurse shall be liable for any civil damages as a result of following such 
instructions. 

(Added by Stats. 1980, Ch. 1260.) 
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