
 

The Case for Faith 

EVIL & SUFFERING - PART 1 
Pastor Mike Anderson 

Week 1: “The Challenge of Faith” — The difference between “blind faith” and faith 
built on evidence. Faith is confidence God will do what He has promised! 
 
Week 2: “Dealing with Doubt” — Doubts are inevitable. Doubts are part of our 
faith journey.  Doubts can draw us into a deeper relationship with God.  We don’t need 
to be afraid of them.   
 

What do these events have in common? 
 

  1. Oklahoma City Bombing – 168 killed (19 children) 
  2. 9/11 – 2,977 fatalities, 400 firemen and police officers 
  3. World War II – 60 million killed, 6 million Jews 
  4. 690 million people go to bed hungry every day. 3.1 million  
      children die every year from malnutrition. 
 

If God is all-powerful and all-loving, how could He allow these atrocities to 
happen?  
 

The fact of human suffering undoubtedly constitutes the greatest single challenge to 
the Christian faith, and has been in every generation. Its distribution and degree appear 
to be entirely random and therefore unfair. Sensitive spirits ask if it can possibly be  
reconciled with God’s justice and love.  - John Stott 
 

If you could ask God only one question and you knew He would give you an answer, 
what would you ask?  - Barna Study 
  
Top answer: Why does God allow pain and suffering in the world? 
 

 I.  We all experience ______________ and ________. 
 

My friends, don’t be surprised at the painful things that you are now suffering, which 
are testing your faith. Don’t think that something strange is happening to you.    
        - 1 Peter 4:12  
 

Only in a world where faith is difficult can faith exist.   - Kreeft 

 

 II.  Evil as ________________ for GOOD! 
 

If there is no God, why is there so much good?  If there is a God, why is there so much 
evil?   - Saint Augustine 

 



 

 
The $64,000 question - If God is all powerful, all knowing and all good, why does He 
allow evil and suffering in the world? Either one of these beliefs is false, or we are not 
understanding them in the right way!   - Kreeft 

 

Attribute #1 — God is All ________________! 
 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.   - Genesis 1:1 
 

For nothing will be impossible with God.   - Luke 1:37 

 

Attribute #2 — God is All ________________! 
 

Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare 
before the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.   - Hebrews 4:13 
 

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground  
outside your Father’s care. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  
        - Matthew 10:29-30 

 

Attribute #3 — God is All __________! 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever.    
        - Psalm 136:1 
 

And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.”  
         - Mark 10:18 

 

What does free will have to do with all of this?   
 

 1. Free will is necessary if we are able to express love to God or anybody for that  
      matter. 
 2. It is not logical to have free will without the possibility of evil which causes  
      suffering.   
 3. To create a world where there’s real choice without the possibility of evil is like  
      asking God to create colorless color or round square?  A meaningless nothing!  
                   - Kreeft 
 

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will 
be revealed in us.   - Romans 8:18 

 

How can asking hard questions lead you into a deeper relationship with God?  
How has suffering and pain affected your relationship with God? 

 
 

Next Week: How Can God Bring Good Out of Evil and Suffering? 


