
 Introduction to the City of “Philadelphia” 
 
  • Name meant the city of “brotherly love” 
  • Along with Sardis only church for which there is only  
     commendations 
  • Filled with a variety of temples and worship centers 
  • City’s history of earthquakes - might be a reference to Jesus  
     making them “a pillar in the temple of my God” 
  • The city was a gateway to the east - Also called “Little Athens” 

 
What can we learn from the Church in Philadelphia? 

 

This church at Philadelphia stands alone in the abundance and unalloyed  
character of the praise which Christ passes upon it. He doles out His praise  

with a liberal hand, and nothing delights Him more than when He can  
commend even our imperfect work. He does not wait for our performances  

to reach the point of absolute sinlessness before He approves them.   
      - Alexander Maclaren 

 

 1.  When Jesus o________ the door no one can s______ it! 
 

See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut.    
      - Revelation 3:8  

 

 2. They knew where r______ s______________ came from! 
 

The term a little strength does not imply weakness, but real strength.  
They were weak enough to be strong in the Lord.  - David Guzik 

 

That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships,  
in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.  

       - 2 Corinthians 12:10  

 

 3. They lived in a way that was faithful to the n______ and 
      c_______________ of Jesus!  
 

Yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 
      - Revelation 3:8 
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 4.  Christ k________ those who patiently k______ His Word!  
 

 Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep  
you from the hour of trial that is going to come on the whole world to  

test the inhabitants of the earth.       - Revelation 3:10 
 

The Christ in heaven is as near each trembling heart and feeble foot,  
to defend and to uphold, as was the Christ upon earth.  - Maclaren 

 

 5.  One day Jesus will make us a p__________ in the House of God and  
       give us His n______ n________!  
 

I’ll make each conqueror a pillar in the sanctuary of my God, a permanent  
position of honor. Then I’ll write names on you, the pillars: the Name of  
my God, the Name of God’s City — the new Jerusalem.      - Revelation 3:12 

 
He who began a good work in you will be faithful to complete it! 

       - Philippians 1:6 

 
 

What Does This Mean For My Daily Life? 
 
  1.  Where do you feel weak in your life? How can you rely on  
        Jesus’ strength in this area? 
 
  2.  Where do you feel like “quitting” in your life?  
 
  3.  How can God open doors in your life for the gospel, as you  
        conquer the trials you have been given?  


