
Advent Devotional 



 



Day One — December 1 
 
Bible Verse: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. John 1:1-2 
 
Did you know Jesus was with God before the world began? He was called “the 
Word.”  This means that Jesus is God and He was involved in every part of the 
creation of the world, including creating us in His image.  In 25 days, we are  
going to celebrate the birth of our Savior. Let’s remember that baby Jesus 
came to reveal to us God’s true nature.  That’s what Christmas is all about! 
 
Difference: As a family, discuss some ways you can put the birth of our Savior 
in the center of Christmas this year. Each day this devotional will give you ways 
to make this Christmas different! 
 
 



Day Two — December 2 
 
Bible Verse: In him was life, and that life was the light of all humankind. The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. John 1:4-5 
 
When John uses the term “life” here he is not referring to “physical life,” but 
the life that is the very essence of who we are.  In the beginning of Creation 
there was darkness and God said, “Let there be light.”  As Jesus was born on 
Christmas morning, He became the light that shines on the whole world. The 
darkness that we often see in our world will not overcome Jesus’ light. 
 
Difference: Light a candle at dinner and think about how Jesus is the light of 
the world and also wants to shine through you this Christmas season.  
 
 



Day Three — December 3 
 
Bible Verse: There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He  
came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might 
believe.  He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 
John 1:6-8 
 
The John mentioned here is John the Baptist.  John the Baptist was a prophet 
who spent time waiting for Jesus to come to earth.  John the Baptist and Jesus 
were cousins, as both of their mothers, Elizabeth and Mary were cousins. John 
the Baptist was a messenger who told people to get ready for Jesus to come 
into the earth.  He told them to repent from just living for themselves, and 
turn to Jesus who would save them from their sins.   
 
Difference: God still uses messengers today to lead people to His Son, Jesus, 
today.  Who can you share the story of Jesus with during this Advent season? 
Consider inviting a friend to one of our Christmas Eve services! 



Day Four — December 4 
 
Bible Verse: Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God— children born not of  
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
John 1:12-13 
 
Not everybody received Jesus as God’s only Son.  But for those who did, they 
became children of God.  We are all born into an earthly family, but when we 
accept Jesus as our Savior, we become children of God.  Jesus came down from 
heaven and was born in a manger to bring us into God’s holy family.  If we 
have accepted Jesus, we are sons and daughters of God and brothers and  
sisters in Christ! 
 
Difference: There might be someone you know who won’t be around family 
this year, or has lost a family member.  Consider inviting them as a family to 
your house during the Christmas season.   
 



Day Five — December 5 
 
Bible Verse: The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 
John 1:14 
 
This is one of the most important verses in the bible.  Why? Because this is 
what Christmas is all about.  The Word who was with God from the beginning 
became flesh and lived among us. The word for “dwelling” in the original  
language was the word for “tabernacle.”  The moveable tabernacle was the 
place where God dwelt and where He met the Israelites in the desert.  This is 
why at Christmas we call Jesus “Immanuel”, which means “God with us.” 
 
Difference: One of the ways we bring Jesus’ love to the earth is by helping 
those less fortunate.  Consider as a family, or with your Life Together group, 
serving in a homeless shelter or some other organization that helps people in 
need at this time of the year.   



Day Six — December 6 
 
Bible Verse: We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14 
 
This is another verse which reveals the essence of who Jesus is, and should 
always be a guide to how we live our lives.  Jesus came FULL of “grace”,  
undeserved acceptance, a gift.  And also full of TRUTH.  Jesus never compro-
mised the truth.  The truth about God, the truth about us and our need for  
salvation. He is the WAY, the TRUTH and the LIFE.  Some people are full of 
grace, but have a hard time with truth. Others are very truthful but come 
across as judgmental and not forgiving. Let’s be full of BOTH grace and truth 
this Christmas.  
 
Difference: Find someone in your life who may be a challenge for you, or 
frustrate you, and extend God’s grace to them.  How does that feel? It is what 
we feel when God accepts us despite our weaknesses.   
 



Day Seven — December 7 

 
Bible Verse: Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that 
have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those 
who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. With this in 
mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning,  
I too decided to write an orderly account for you. Luke 1:1-3 
 
Luke, the writer of the third gospel, set out to write out an orderly account of 
the gospel about Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection. Chapter 1 gives us 
details surrounding Jesus’ birth unique to His gospel.  He told us about charac-
ters who played an important part including: John the Baptist, Zechariah and 
Elizabeth, Mary and even the angel Gabriel. Luke reminds us that there were 
many different people who were part of the Christmas story. 
 
Difference: Take time with your family or a good friend to talk about the 
Christmas story.  Who were the people God used in your life to pass on the 
Good News and lead you to saving faith in Jesus?   



Day 8 — December 8 
 

Bible Verse: “In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel  
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel 
went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with 
you.”  Luke 1:26-28 

 

Nazareth was a small town in the general region of Galilee.  It was five miles from 
the nearest major road.  God sent an angel to a young teenager named Mary, who 
was the much younger cousin of Elizabeth (who miraculously conceived John the 
Baptist at the age of 60).  Little did Mary know what lay ahead of her, except the 
fact that the angel told her she was “highly favored.”  Mary was an ordinary young 
lady who God used for an extraordinary purpose.  She would be the mother of the 
Savior, the mother of God.  God doesn’t necessarily look for the rich and powerful, 
but those who will allow Him to use them.   
 

Difference:  We say in church, “The Lord be with you!”  The Lord is with YOU and 
YOU are highly favored.  Where has God brought favor in your life and where 
might you use it to be an influence for Him.  Make a list of your blessings and give 
thanks to God for His good favor.  



Day 9 — December 9 
 
Bible Verse: “Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind 
of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; 
you have found favor with God.” Luke 1:29-30 
 
You can see why Mary was troubled and afraid. It is not often an angel shows 
up at your home, not to mention a powerful one like Gabriel. The name  
Gabriel in Hebrew means “strong man”.  Importantly, Gabriel says to Mary,  
“Do not be afraid.”  2020 has been a year of many fear-producing events.  The 
COVID pandemic has created the fear of contracting the virus and possibly  
dying from it.  The recent election created all kinds of fear regarding the future 
of our country.  But God is still with us and his perfect love in Christ casts out 
all fear! 
 
Difference: Many older people during this pandemic have been isolated and 
live in fear of getting the virus.  They often feel alone and depressed. Consider 
reaching out to an older person in your neighborhood to encourage them, or 
maybe run an errand for them, like getting their groceries.  



Day 10  — December 10 
 
Verse: “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin? The angel 
answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.” 
Luke 1:34-35  
 

Since Mary was a virgin and had been faithful in her relationship with Joseph 
during the engagement period, in her mind it was near impossible, not to  
mention unthinkable, for her to be pregnant.  Gabriel answers her by saying 
that the Holy Spirit will “overshadow” her, as she gives birth to the Son of 
God.  I love this word “overshadow”.  When God calls us to do something, the 
Holy Spirit comes upon us and gives us the power to do more than we could 
ever imagine.   
 

Difference: Do you think God would ever call you to do something seemingly 
impossible by human standards?  Where might God stretch you to rely on Him 
in new ways in 2021?  Remember it is God who empowers those whom He 
calls.  Take a risk and see what God might do if you completely trusted in Him. 
Share it with a friend and ask them to pray for you.  



Day 11  — December 11 
 
Verse: “Even Elizabeth, your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word 
from God will ever fail.”  Luke 1:36 
 
The angel gave Mary evidence of the miracle God would do by telling her 
about her cousin Elizabeth, who was six months pregnant.  We are given a 
wonderful promise in these verses.  No word from God will ever fail.  Though 
sometimes we go back on our word, God never does.  Finally, we see Mary’s 
response to God’s word.  She is the Lord’s servant and she will do whatever He 
said.  Though Mary had doubts she obeyed God! 
 
Difference: Our church supports an organization called “Courage Worldwide,” 
founded by Joel and Stephanie Midthun.  They have started “Courage Houses,” 
which help young girls who have been a victim to human trafficking .  Consider 
writing them a letter or saving up all your change this month to support them 
financially, www.courageworldwide.org. 
 

mailto:www.courageworldwide.org


Day 12 — December 12 

 
Verse: “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be 
fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.  Luke 1:38 
 
Mary is presented with this amazing challenge to trust in God’s word, despite 
the consequences of an unwed pregnancy, which included a potential death 
penalty for adultery. Mary responds to God in two ways.  First, she says, “I am 
the Lord’s servant.” Mary’s obedience came out of her humility.  Second, she 
receives Gabriel’s word and vows to follow it. 
 
Difference: Find a way you can serve someone else in humility this week. 
Look for a need in someone’s life and be available to help them in whatever 
way you discern. Share as a family what it was like to serve knowing it is the 
Lord you are serving.  
 



Day 13 — December 13 
 
Verse: “At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country  
of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Spirit.”  Luke 1:39-41 
 
We see Mary (and Joseph) responding in faith when they get ready and set out 
to visit Mary’s cousin, Elizabeth.  This trek from Galilee to the hill country was 
around 80 miles.  Mary’s faith to make this trip was rewarded when she got to 
Elizabeth’s home...the baby in Elizabeth’s womb leapt for joy.  We know now 
that was John the Baptist, who would later announce Jesus’ ministry to all  
People. For now, his birth confirmed to Mary what the angel told her was true.  
 
Difference: Christmas should be a time of joy for us, but for many they feel 
depressed.  The loss of a loved one, loss of a job, or some other difficulty may 
make it hard for them to celebrate this Advent season.  Invite a friend who 
might fit this category out for lunch or coffee.  Just be there to listen to them.  
 



Day 14 — December 14 

 
Verse:  Read Mary’s song of praise in Luke 1:46-55.   
 
Throughout history, Mary’s Song has been called the “Magnificat”.  It is one of 
four ancient hymns that has made its way into the liturgy we sing at traditional 
services.  There are also contemporary versions.  Music is a wonderful way that 
we praise God and express our gratitude to Him.   
 
Difference: Make a list of your favorite Christmas hymns and songs.  Use  
Apple-ITunes or Spotify to create a list.  You can try some traditional versions, 
as well as contemporary.  Play the songs in your car on the way to work, or at 
home.  It will help keep you in the Christmas spirit.  
 



Day 15 — December 15 

 
Verse:  “When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a 
son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mer-
cy, and they shared her joy. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the 
child, and they were going to name him after his father Zechariah, but his 
mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called John.”  Luke 1:57-60 
 
Gabriel’s first prophecy regarding the birth of John the Baptist through Eliza-
beth came true.  Everyone shared in her and Zechariah’s joy.  Though a baby 
was usually named after their father, in this case Elizabeth and Zechariah were 
obedient to the angel’s command to name him John.   
 
Difference: Where does your name come from?  Sometimes a first or middle 
name is chosen in honor of a parent or grandparent. Sometimes a child is 
named after a Bible character as well.  If you have children tell them how or 
why their name was chosen. 
 
 



Day 16 — December 16 

 
Verse: “Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, 
fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the 
Messiah.” Mathew 1:17 
 
The gospel of Matthew starts out with the genealogy of Jesus in verses 1-16. 
Jesus’ fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy is a big interest for Matthew, as 
his primary audience was Jewish Christians.  Two of the most important figures 
for the Jewish people were Abraham and David, through whom the promised 
Messiah would come.   
 
Difference:  Learn about your own family’s cultural heritage by remembering 
how you celebrated Christmas as a child, or by asking your parents, aunts,  
uncles and grandparents how they celebrated Christmas when they were  
children. Draw on their knowledge and experiences to make Christmas more 
meaningful for your family. 
 



Day 17 — December 17 
 
Verse: “This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she 
was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband 
was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, 
he had in mind to divorce her quietly.”  Matthew 1:18-19 

Whereas Luke tells the Christmas story from Mary’s side of the story, Matthew 
focuses on Jesus’ father, Joseph.  God chose Joseph to be the earthly father of 
Jesus. The Bible tells us in the Gospel of Matthew that Joseph was a righteous 
man. His actions toward Mary, his fiancé, revealed that he was a kind and sen-
sitive man. When Mary told Joseph she was pregnant, he had every right to 
feel disgraced. He knew the child was not his own, and Mary's apparent un-
faithfulness carried a grave social stigma.  

Difference: Instead of spending more money on gifts this year, consider    
simplifying and making homemade gifts. Here is a website on Pinterest that 
might give you some ideas. https://www.pinterest.ca/joseecmb/handmade-
christmas/ 

https://www.learnreligions.com/christian-fathers-day-poems-700672
https://www.learnreligions.com/gospel-of-matthew-701051
https://www.learnreligions.com/mary-the-mother-of-jesus-701092
https://www.pinterest.ca/joseecmb/handmade-christmas/
https://www.pinterest.ca/joseecmb/handmade-christmas/


Day 18 — December 18 
 
Verse: “But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home 
as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.’” 
Matthew 1:20 
 
Like Mary, an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream telling him not to be afraid. 
Joseph “considered” his options.  They were limited.  He was in quite a 
“pickle.”  I’m not sure things got any easier for Joseph when he was told Mary 
would conceive through the power of the Holy Spirit.  It seems like Mary had 
not told him yet, but how could she explain it anyway.  We don’t know exactly 
how Jesus was conceived, but we know he came from God and through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.   
 
Difference: There are plenty of people in need this time of year.  One of the 
ways God answers their prayers is through us.  Consider donating or helping 
out at a food shelter. https://www.fallbrookfoodpantry.org/ 
 

https://www.fallbrookfoodpantry.org/


Day 19 — December 19 

 
Verse: “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21 
 
Whereas Zechariah was told to name his son John, Joseph was told to name his 
son Jesus.  Jesus’ name simply meant, “the salvation of God”, or “God saves.” 
We know from the rest of the New Testament the significance of Jesus’ name. 
For instance, “There is no other name by which we may be saved.”  We pray 
for healing in “Jesus’ name.”  And, “At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow 
and tongue confess that He is Lord to the glory of God the Father.”   
 
Difference:  Make a list of those who you can pray for during Christmas time. 
Call the church office to get a list of those on the prayer list. Add other names, 
as well.  Commit to praying for them in Jesus’ name every night as a family at 
dinner or before you go to bed until Christmas.   
 



Day 20 — December 20 

 
Verse: “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the  
prophet: ‘The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call  
him Immanuel.” (which means “God with us”) Matthew 1:22-23 
 
This is where the famous Christmas hymn “O Come, O Come, Immanuel” 
comes from.  This is one of many Messianic prophecies in the Old Testament, 
found in Isaiah.  Although this prophecy came to King Ahaz in a time where 
Israel was being oppressed, it was fulfilled in baby Jesus who would free  
people from their sin.   
 
Difference:  Write a note to each child in your family, sharing your favorite 
Christmas memory with them. Tell them how lucky you are to be their parent, 
and how grateful you are that they were born into your family. 
 
 



Day 21 — December 21 
 
Verse: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden 
is light.”  Matthew 11:28-30 
 
One of the most powerful messages of Christmas is that God became one of 
us.  God became a human and experienced everything we do.  Our God knows 
how we feel because He became a human being and cried.  Our God knows 
how we love because He loved His own, even when His own loved Him not. 
Our God even died on a cross so that we could be saved from sin.  Never forget 
that God became like you and He will always be with you!  Jesus’ last words to 
His disciples were, “I will be with you until the end of the earth!”  
 
Difference: Parents — Tell a story to your children about a time when you  
needed God the most and He was with you.  Tell how God provided for you 
through other people and through prayer.   
 



Day 22 — December 22 
 
Verse: “When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had  
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not consummate 
their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.”  
Matthew 1:24-25 
 
Like Mary, Joseph was obedient.  In spite of the possible disgrace he faced, he 
took Mary as his wife, trusting it was God’s plan.  I often wonder what Joseph 
and Mary’s conversations looked like.  How did they support each other?  How 
did they express their fears and what it meant to trust God?  Bottom line was 
that BOTH Mary and Joseph trusted God. Their faith in God’s promises brought 
to us a Savior whom they named Jesus, just as they were told to do.   
 
Difference: Married couples — Plan a date night.  Talk about the hopes, 
dreams, and fears you are facing in marriage and in your life.  Spend time  
praying together and commit to trusting in God’s promises where you are  
unsure of what lies ahead!     
 



Day 23 — December 23 

 
Verse: “And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all 
the people.” Luke 2:8-10 
 
Shepherds were normal, ordinary guys. In Christ’s day, shepherds stood on the 
bottom rung of the Palestinian social ladder. They shared the same unenviable 
status as tax collectors and dung sweepers. Only Luke mentions them. But they 
were one of the first to hear the Good News of Jesus’ birth.  It would be good 
news of great joy even for them! 
 
Difference:  Often we keep the good news of great joy to ourselves, not  
sharing with the world around us.  Pray about someone you could invite to  
one of the Christmas Eve services tomorrow.  Family services are 12:00 p.m. 
and 2:00 p.m.  Candlelight services are 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.   
 



Christmas Eve — December 24 
 
Verse: “When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has  
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” Luke 2:15 
 
You can almost hear the excitement in the shepherd’s voices.  They had a  
genuine urgency, they did not hesitate at all.  Most importantly they “went!” 
They heard the Good News and then went to check it out.  The story of God 
stepping out of heaven to visit earth is the most exciting event in all of human 
history! Let’s not lose the joy of Christmas with all of the depressing things that 
have happened during COVID.  The light shines in the darkness and the dark-
ness has not overcome it!   
 
Difference:  Find time tonight to look up into the stars and think how the God 
of the infinite universe became a human being just like us.  Most importantly, 
God came for you. If you were the only person on earth, God would have come 
to rescue you.  Thank God for what He did for you.  Spend some time alone 
with Him and enjoy His presence this Christmas.   



Christmas Day — December 25 
 
Verse: “So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 
lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning 
what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had 
been told.” Luke 2:16-20 
 
Merry Christmas!  Merry Christmas!  Happy birthday, Jesus!  As we give gifts 
today, let’s remember the greatest gift is God’s Son, Jesus Christ.   
 
Difference: Like the shepherds, let’s spread the Good News about Jesus,  
born in a manger who will come back to bring His kingdom on earth, as it is in 
heaven.  On that day, we will see Him face to face like the shepherds did on 
that first Christmas night!   




