
Gideon - The Doubtful Warrior 
 

The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and for seven years he gave  
 them into the hands of the Midianites. Because the power of Midian was so  
oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, 

caves and strongholds. Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the  
Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples invaded the country.   

                                                                                                                - Judges 6:1-3 
 

 1. C                and D            are for the S                          and S               . 
 

The angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that  
belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat  
in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. When the angel of the Lord  

appeared to Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.”  
 

“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the Lord is with us, why has all 
this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our ancestors told us  

about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?’ But  
now the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.” 

                                                                                                                           - Judges 6:11-13 
 

 2. The Scattered and Scared B               God. 
 

The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel 
out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?” “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon 

replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I 
am the least in my family.” The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and you will 

strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive.” Gideon replied, “If now I 
have found favor in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you talking to me.” 

                                                                                                                                 - Judges 6:14-17 
 

 3. The Scattered and Scared blame their S                        . 
 

Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and all his men camped at  
the spring of Harod. The camp of Midian was north of them in the valley near 

the hill of Moreh. The Lord said to Gideon, “You have too many men. I can  
deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel would boast against me, ‘My own 

strength has saved me.’”                                                                       - Judges 7:1-2 
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 4. The Soldier leans not on M             strength, but G             strength. 
  
 5. The Soldier doesn’t S                  , the soldier faces the S             . 
 

Gideon and his three hundred men, exhausted yet keeping up the pursuit,  
came to the Jordan and crossed it. He said to the men of Sukkoth,  

“Give my troops some bread; they are worn out, and I am still pursuing  
Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian. ”But the officials of Sukkoth  

said, “Do you already have the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna  
in your possession? Why should we give bread to your troops?” 

 

Then Gideon replied, “Just for that, when the Lord has given Zebah and  
Zalmunna into my hand, I will tear your flesh with desert thorns and briers.” 

 

From there he went up to Peniel and made the same request of them,  
but they answered as the men of Sukkoth had. So he said to the men of  

Peniel, “When I return in triumph, I will tear down this tower.” 
 

Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor with a force of about fifteen  
thousand men, all that were left of the armies of the eastern peoples; a  

hundred and twenty thousand swordsmen had fallen. Gideon went up by  
the route of the nomads east of Nobah and Jogbehah and attacked the  
unsuspecting army. Zebah and Zalmunna, the two kings of Midian, fled,  

but he pursued them and captured them, routing their entire army.      
                                                                                                                 - Judges 8:4-12 

   


