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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
When God created everything – dazzling galaxies, relentless tides, clouds bringing shade on 
summer days, purple wildflowers, your dog playing in the yard – the first thing he called “not 
good” was a man alone. The psalmists sing of the special blessing when brothers and sisters 
dwell in unity. On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus prayed for us: “I pray all of them 
may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.” On that final day when Christ sets 
all things right, we know a great multitude from every nation, tribe, tongue will gather at His 
throne in worship. 
 
What an incredible blessing we’ve had already this year to catch these glimpses of Heaven. 
People from every congregation – Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist,  
Non-Denominational, Pentecostal, Presbyterian – gathering for service, fellowship, and prayer. 
Wow! 
 
Already our congregations have partnered with the Boys & Girls Club on January 30th for the 
first of four Serve Sundays. We have three more Serve Sundays this year, including two this 
summer on May 29th and July 31st. What a witness to our community of what God will do 
when His people work together. 
 
We have also had great times of fellowship. We came together on May 5th for the National 
Day of Prayer. On July 3rd, after our services, we’ll gather for a BBQ at Live Oak Park. We’ll 
come back together on Christmas morning for a joint service. 
 
Like the nation of Israel with its twelve tribes in twelve camps around one tabernacle, we want 
God to be our center. Our congregations don’t only want to serve and play together we want to 
walk in the Spirit together. Pastors, elders, deacons, leaders, and members of our various 
congregations have contributed to this devotional. Join us for a summer of prayer.  
 
“May we have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ.” 
  
On behalf of the churches of Fallbrook, 
  
Together in Christ, 
Pastor Tommy Welty - CrossWay Community Church 
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MONDAY, MAY 9 

 
Romans 12:20 - Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other. 

 
Now that I have three young children, I understand why my parents rarely attempted to take me and my 
siblings to restaurants. Just a tip for those of you who are feeling slightly annoyed with the presence of the 
loud family in the next booth over at Denny’s: a little grace will probably go a long way—just think, the parents 
might not be having a very good time either!  When you are a kid at a restaurant, there is a lot of waiting 
around. For menus. For drinks. For your meal. For whatever pre-meal snack they bring out to keep you from 
rioting at the table. Fortunately for us kids growing up, my stepdad was by day, the official “Sports Promoter” 
for Whamo Toys. We wouldn’t be waiting for too long before he would pull out a bag of toys to entertain both 
kids and parents. There was something so exciting at a restaurant when he would utter those amazing three 
words: “Here’s the game…” We would soon be so fully enthralled in some diversion, that when the food finally 
came, we were almost disappointed.  
 
What occurs to me about adulthood is that there is still a lot of waiting around. Waiting for busyness to cease. 
Waiting for peace, for better times. For Jesus to, well, do something about all of it! And waiting doesn’t get 
easier. Fortunately, we are blessed in this waiting-room called earth with a wonderful charge from the apostle 
Paul: to genuinely love one another. And even more: outdo one another in showing each other honor 
(Romans 12:10)! If we wanted to render down our call here on earth to one thing it could be this. It’s what 
Jesus has shown us in His ministry—should we do any less?  
 
So, while we wait, here’s the game: what can you do to honor those around you? Because it’s so much more 
than just a game. In showing honor to one another, we show the greatest honor to Jesus, who came not to be 
served but to serve.   
 
Pastor Brian Capanna – Christ Church 

mailto:office@christchurch.org


TUESDAY, MAY 10 
 

Joshua 1:8-9 
 
When you are a kid, and trouble arises, what’s the first thing that you do? Of course, you look for a grown-up. 
The presence of a real adult seems to speak peace over just about any situation. Something spills—go get 
mom! Think you hear a snake in the backyard—“Daaaaaaaad!” Experiencing a disturbing lack of cookies? Call 
a grandma—any grandma! I think in this moment, Joshua, son of Nun, is looking for a grown-up. And he finds 
none. The Lord speaks—Moses is dead. The mantle is upon you. What terrifying news! All this time, Joshua 
has been second in command, able to fall back on Moses for his leadership. And now the great shining-with-
the-brightness-of-God’s-presence leader, Moses, has completed his mission and has been buried by God 
Himself.  
 
It's no surprise that God offers this refrain to Joshua—be strong and courageous. In fact, God says this three 
times in this very short chapter. And then the charge is taken up by the rest of Israel. Be strong and 
courageous.  
 
Thomas A Kempis offers up this definition of love: “Doing that which you know is impossible to accomplish on 
your own.” I think the same definition can be given for Christian courage. What Joshua needs to remember is 
that he is still second in command. And the Commander promises that He will be with Joshua wherever he 
goes. Isn’t that wonderful? Strength and courage come from knowing Who walks with you. Meditating on His 
Word, obeying His command will continually bring us to a greater knowledge of our Companion on the journey.  
 
What is God inviting you to do today? Do you know that, whatever He asks of you, He will accomplish all that 
He wills? You are simply second in command. So be strong and courageous—He is with you always.  
 
Pastor Brian Capanna – Christ Church 
 

 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 11 
 

Matthew 5:44  
 

I don’t really have any enemies. At least not the kind who are plotting and scheming to bring about my 
downfall. Enemies who are grinding their teeth and eyeing me with that “someday, vengeance will be mine!” 
kind of stare. And chances are, unless you are an oil baron from the 1920’s, you don’t have enemies of this 
kind either. We of course do have those people who just seem to frustrate us! Maybe they are abrasive. Or 
obnoxious. Or they constantly mispronounce a word—supposably! Then there are those who seem to be 
enemies of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus. They might silently or openly mock what we believe. They might 
choose other plans over hanging out with a Jesus-freak like you. Here’s the reality that we know to be true—
Jesus loves them. And He wants us to love them! The Lord’s command to Peter is, “Feed My sheep.” Not, 
“Feed only the ones you like,” or, “Feed only the ones who are nice to you.” (John 21:15-17) If Jesus only died 
for the good ones, the ones who were once enemies of God, then He wouldn’t be dying for anyone! But in fact, 
while we were still sinners, Jesus died for us. We, the enemies and scoffers, nailed Him to the Tree. Yet He 
prayed to the Father, “Forgive them, they don’t know what they are doing.” To be like Jesus means to love 
those who persecute you, who speak ill of the Gospel. That’s what He does. And in doing so, it changes us.  
 
One year for Lent, I made the decision that each day I would show grace to one person who didn’t deserve it. 
It took me two days to become a blubbering mess, realizing just how much Jesus has shown me an 
abundance of grace. Loving our enemies makes us more like Him. It also makes us realize just how much we 
need Him. And it makes us long to see our Savior Face to face, to thank Him for never giving up on us as once 
enemies of the Gospel.  
 
Pastor Brian Capanna – Christ Church 
 



THURSDAY, MAY 12 
 

Isaiah 62:6-7, 10 
 
When I was a kid, I was terrified of the dark and I hated waking up in the middle of the night. I had this thought 
that I must be the only one awake in the whole world. And I felt very alone. So, there was a season when I had 
my own unique solution. As I would go shopping with my parents during the day, I would ask the checker, 
“How late are you open at night?” This had to seem so strange for the person bagging groceries:  
‘Is this 10-year-old going to run out of something at 3:00 AM?’  I wanted to make sure that whatever time I 
would wake up in the night, someone else, even if they were a few miles away, would also be awake. I am not 
alone! The guy at Del Taco is still awake! 
 
This Scripture is right in the middle of a major proclamation of God’s salvation coming to Israel, where God will 
rename His people: “You shall no more be called Desolate, but you shall be called My Delight is in Her”  
(Isaiah 62:4). God has placed the watchmen at the gate—so day and night they will proclaim God’s arrival and 
our salvation. And God tells the pray-ers not to rest in their praying and give the Lord no rest until His salvation 
is accomplished!  In no way does God need our reminder. He knows what He is doing, He knows what He has 
promised. And yet God tells us to restlessly remind Him. Why? I think it has to be for our benefit. When He 
tells us to remind Him of His promises, we remember His promises. At any hour, day or night, we can without 
rest, remember all that He has done and all that He is doing. To awaken not only with the reminder that we are 
not alone in this world, but to remember Who He is and all that He is accomplishing through Jesus Christ! We 
Hope in the One Who never sleeps. (Psalm 121:4) 
 
Pastor Brian Capanna – Christ Church 

 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 13 
 

Isaiah 54:2 
 

I am losing the battle for my garage. In fact, the stress of it all kept me up a few nights ago. I kept thinking of 
just how I would tackle the last ten years of expansive stuff—remnants of hobbies shortly enjoyed, exercise 
equipment (obviously) rarely used, and other unnamed items that have migrated from our car, and never fully 
made it to the house. A few years back a friend of mine told me that her piles of projects sit in her house and 
“accuse” her. That’s me. I feel accused. By the garage.  
 
Sometimes it just feels like the darkness is closing in—the stuff is expanding into restricted territory. And it’s 
pretty easy to get the sense of hopelessness. Not only are things slow in moving in the right direction, 
sometimes it feels like they are going backwards. Not so with the Kingdom of God! Though I have to say, I 
have a bit of a different timeline than God. While His Kingdom advances, it is on His timeline alone.  
That’s the hard part. But that’s also the wonderful part! 
 
God says through Isaiah, “Sing, O barren one!” Good news is coming! You who are ashamed in your 
barrenness will find a supernatural increase to your household. So, get building! Stretch out that tent, it’s time 
for an add-on!  Of course, this message comes in a season of desolation and increasing hopelessness. This is 
so like our God.  When there is discouragement, when there is doubt, Good News is coming. And is already 
here! Your salvation is at hand. When the world torments with what seems to be an increase in evil, struggles 
and challenges, God shouts out, “Now is the time to plan for the increase!” Now is the time for His Kingdom 
come. Now is the time for our hope to increase as we await His work against a world that accuses, that closes 
in on us. Hopeless one, lift your eyes from the stuff of this world, rejoice, your Hope is at the door.  
 
Pastor Brian Capanna – Christ Church 
 
 



SATURDAY, MAY 14 

Psalm 34 

It has been ten years since I’ve had a good night’s sleep--not an exaggeration. Your sleep changes when you 
become a parent. You sleep lighter because you’re now listening for the world’s youngest escape artist; and 
when they do escape their room, they have a way of settling into your bed with a greater wingspan than is 
seemingly possible for such a little human. Even going to bed is difficult in our house. We read stories, pray 
and sing—we’ll even stay in their room with them, but it’s never quite enough to send them off to dreamland. 
So now every night my boys are asking me to play “Jesus music” on my phone to help them get to sleep. And 
every night it’s the same battle at first. “No! Just enjoy the quiet! You don’t constantly need noise and 
entertainment. Now excuse me while I watch something on my phone!” But every night I also have this 
realization—our little ones know of God’s presence when they worship. They are freed from their fears and 
they feel the nearness of their Father in heaven. And that is more comforting to them than even the father who 
is sitting on their bedroom floor. Taste and see [and hear!] that the Lord is good! Oh, the joys of those who 
take refuge in Him. 
 
I think we know all too well the daily (often nightly) temptation to worry. To stress. To obsess about—well, 
anything! It sure seems like David did too (Consider that he says, “let all who are helpless take heart,” and 
then in the following line says, “let us tell…let us exalt”). What keeps us awake most nights is certainly not the 
Lord asking us to overthink on something.  This is what David knew, and what we must remember too—the 
Lord Saves us from our troubles, He surrounds and defends all who fear Him, and no shadow of shame will 
darken our faces. Praise the Lord at all times. Taste and see.  
  
Pastor Brian Capanna – Christ Church 
 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 15 
 

Proverbs 16:28 

 
What is it that is so satisfying about cracking open a fortune cookie to see what special little message might 
pop out? I can recall times when certain diets didn’t allow for me to eat the cookie, but I would still open it up to 
see that little slip of paper. At best, these fake fortunes are amusing. At worst, they are the destructive work of 
a belief we do not hold. In this short sentence from Proverbs, we get so much more than a fake little 
suggestion for our life. We might be tempted to reduce it to the likes of a fortune. Yet it is the inspired Word of 
God, God-breathed and useful for teaching what is True. 
 
As I consider this Proverb and strive to not be a troublemaker, chapter 4 of Ephesians comes to mind—living 
as children of the Light. “Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your words will be an 
encouragement to those who hear them”. (vs29) So that your words will be an encouragement. That is, they 
will bring courage to those who hear. As children of the Light, we have the task and privilege to build others up 
with our words. And certainly not to plant seeds of strife. At best, gossip is the spreading of misinformation and 
hurtful to those who hear it. It does not bring courage, it does not build up, and it is not helpful for the unity of 
God’s people. Gossip at its worst may bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:30-32). It shouldn’t take 
a lot of convincing--no good can come from gossip. Let us allow the Spirit to renew our thoughts  
(Ephesians 4:23).  
 
As you’re standing in that circle of friends after church on Sunday, take a pause before sharing that bit of 
information that isn’t yours to share. Chances are, you’ll decide you don’t actually need to share any “insider 
knowledge” after all. Instead, bring courage to your friends. Give testimony to something God is doing, and 
then invite everyone out for Chinese food.  
 
Pastor Brian Capanna – Christ Church 
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compassionforlife.org 
 
 

Compassion For Life is a non-profit organization dedicated to sharing the love and Good News of Jesus Christ 
around the world.  We are so thrilled to be partnered with the churches of Fallbrook and part of this devotional. 
 

Compassion For Life seeks to show Christ’s love to underserved peoples  
throughout the world by offering a hand up rather than just a hand out. 
As we share the love of Jesus and build relationships, we mentor them  

to become obedient disciples of Christ who make other disciples of Christ …For Life. 

We share acts of love; we multiply disciples who obey Jesus  

 

MONDAY, MAY 16 
 

Psalm 133 - How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! 
 
Unity is good and pleasant.  Lots of things are good and lots of things are pleasant, but few are both.  
Discipline is good, but not pleasant.  “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  Later on, however, 
it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.” Hebrews 12:11. 
“Honey is pleasant, but too much of it is not good. If you find honey, eat just enough – too much of it and you 
will vomit.” Proverbs 25:16. Living together in unity is both good and pleasant!  What a blessing! 
 
Unity is a blessing from the Lord. Like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard.  Or like 
conditioner in the hair maybe. Bald guy like me wouldn’t know about that, but I do know that sometimes a 
beard can feel rough and abrasive and difficult, but that silky, smooth feeling of a well-oiled beard…..so soft, 
so refreshing, so good and pleasant.  Just like living together in unity.  Smooth.  Lower stress. Life is a team 
sport. Encouragement. Help.  To spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Hebrews 10:24. It is good 
for us and it is from God.  The whole idea of oil being poured from above and running down should also 
reminds us that this is a blessing from above.  This is a top-down activity and we need to recognize that it is 
because of Christ that we experience unity.  Jesus binds us together.  Jesus makes us part of His family. 
 
Unity is family. Psalm 133 talks about brothers living together in unity.  We may be from different walks of life, 
different churches, different communities even, but because of Jesus we are family!  Sometimes families don’t 
get along so well (like Cain and Able for instance!) but when they do get along – when they live in unity – it’s 
good and pleasant and the Lord bestows his blessing. 
 
Unity is a preview of Heaven. For there the Lord bestows His blessing – even life evermore.  Life evermore 
means eternity – Heaven.  Eternity runs both ways, not just future.  Eternity starts now!  One of the ways we 
experience it is when brothers live together in unity!  Living in unity is a preview of what Heaven will be like. 
 
Lord, thank You for the unity You bring to our lives – even seeing so many different churches get together for 
this little publication is evidence that You have bound us together and we are blessed to serve You …together 
as brothers and sisters …in unity.  
 
Ryan Hunt, Vice-President/COO, Compassion For Life 

mailto:info@comassionforlife.org


TUESDAY, MAY 17 
 

Isaiah 55:6-11 
 

More than meets the Eye 
 

Isaiah 55:6-11 does not, likely, promise or say what we think. What it says and promises are both shaking and 
transforming – if we will believe the Word. I was taught that this text (55:10-11) was a promise that IF I shared 
God’s Word, He would do something with it. “It never returns void.” Unfortunately, that often made me 
prayerless and pushy. But other Scriptures contradict that presumption! 

 
Let me illustrate through two texts. “When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, 
the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart” (Matthew 13: 19). You see, God’s 
Word in our mouths “can return void.” Satan can snatch it away, leaving barrenness. And in the Lord’s great 
discipling process of sending out the Apostles and the 72 (Matthew 10:5-15; Luke 10:1-12), something was to 
be done to those who did not receive the Word: wipe off the dust of your feet “as a witness against them” 
(Matthew 10:14-15; Lk 10:10-12). Even Paul later followed the same procedure! (Acts 13:51; 18:6).  
 
So, what does Isaiah mean? Isaiah is quoting God, reminding us all that what really matters is what He says. 
What He declares. What matters most is what comes out of “His” mouth, not ours. Basically, Isaiah 55:6-11 is 
promising and saying, in reality, that when God, Himself, says, “Let there be light,” there is light! What He 
declares to be done shall be done. Instead of assuring us today that when sharing His Word (in preaching, 
teaching or witness), it will “never return void,” Isaiah wants me to bow down humbly before the One who 
really matters. To tremble at His all-conquering Word! (Isaiah 66:2). And to, with Paul exclaim, “Who is 
sufficient for these things?” For, to some, when we share His Gospel, “we are a fragrance of death” and to 
others, by His glorious grace, “we are a fragrance of life!” (2 Corinthians 2:15-17).  
 
Ed Gross, Disciple Maker - Compassion For Life 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:11 
 

In his book “The Amazing Love of Paul’s Model Church,” Dr. Ed Gross states, “the Thessalonians were 
discipled by Paul to reach their region and beyond by a lifestyle of sacrificial acts of love combined with a quiet 
but relentless gospel witness that was expressed with absolute hope in Jesus Christ’s return and ultimate 
victory. And according to the inspired Word of God, that is exactly what they did!” Paul clearly points out his joy 
in their exemplary example in 1 Thessalonians 1: 2-10.  
 
While Paul’s letters to the Thessalonians provide rich teaching on the last days before Christ’s return, he also 
strongly emphasizes the deity of Christ, the work of the Holy Spirit, and a clear presentation of the gospel. He 
admonishes them to live lives of holiness (1 Thessalonians 3:13, 4:3-8, and 5:23). After his teaching and 
encouragement in chapters 1-4, our key verse (5:11) begins with “Therefore” - “encourage and build one 
another up;” perhaps referring directly back to chapter one – “your work of faith, labor of love, and hope in 
Chris” (1:3).  
 
As we look to our Savior and Lord on this National Day of Prayer, I can think of no truer, nor more challenging 
words than the Apostle Paul’s to the Thessalonians; “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything 
give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 NKJV).   
 
Bruce Cobb, Disciple Maker – Compassion For Life 
 

 



THURSDAY, MAY 19 
 

Psalm 125:3 
 
There have been many times in history where wicked leaders ruled over God’s chosen people of Israel.  In 
order to understand verse 3, we have to see it in the light of verse 1 which tells us that this promise is made to 
those “who trust in the Lord”.  Whenever God’s people begin trusting in anything or anyone else then we open 
ourselves to the leadership of wicked people. Israel had experienced quite a range of leaders throughout its 
history.  Moses led the Israelites out of slavery, and Joshua brought them into the promised land.  This was 
followed by the people wanting to be ruled by Judges which God granted.  This was not a particularly proud 
time in Israel’s history.  Without a godly king the people continuously turned away from God and disobeyed 
Him.  “everyone did what he wanted” (Judges 21:25). 
 
This promise of not being ruled by wickedness should give us hope, especially during the day and times we 
find ourselves living in now.  It requires only one thing and that is to return to trusting in the only one who can 
remove the wickedness and evil of our world.  “If my people, who are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways: Then I will hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land”. (2 Chronicles 7:14). 
 
All it would take to see that wickedness does not rest upon God’s chosen people would be simply to return to 
really trusting in Him and not in the people and circumstances that surround us.  Psalm 125:3 becomes real at 
the point where we “lean not on or own understanding, but in all our ways acknowledge Him, and then 
He shall direct our paths”. (Proverbs 3:5-6). 
 
Richard Williams, President/CEO – Compassion For Life 
 
 

FRIDAY, MAY 20 
 

Isaiah 35 
 

What an amazing contrast from the previous chapter!  In chapter 34 the Prophet speaks about the death and 
destruction that will come upon the earth as a result of its sinful condition. Isaiah now turns his attention in 
chapter 35 to the hope and restoration that awaits those who have faithfully put their hope and trust in Him.  
He promises the believer “singing and joy, the blind will see, those who cannot speak will sing, the weak will 
be made strong, our enemies will be destroyed, He is coming to save us”!!! 
 
This chapter always causes me to reflect on all the sacrifices that have been made throughout the ages for the 
cause of Christ.  Beginning with Christ who laid down His life to ensure this very day would arrive.  This has 
been followed by the sacrificial death of the Apostles as well as missionaries who have labored and died for 
their faith for centuries.   
 
Today, we live in a world that continues to grow more hostile toward those who desire nothing more than to 
follow an all-loving God.  To those Isaiah spoke these words in this chapter… “With this news, strengthen 
those with tired hands, encourage those who have weak knees, say to those with fearful hearts, be strong and 
do not fear for your God is coming to destroy your enemies, He is coming to save you”!!! 
 
That day is coming when we will all walk on that “highway of holiness” no evil will ever walk along beside us 
again, “it will only be for those who walk in Gods ways” There will be no more sorrow, no more mourning.  
There will be only complete joy and gladness for the redeemed. 
 
Even so, come Lord Jesus…. 
 
Richard Williams, President/CEO – Compassion For Life 

 



SATURDAY, MAY 21 
 

Psalm 51:12-13 
 

A Useful Has-been 
 
Fearing that God would remove the Holy Spirit’s influences from his life (51:11), due to his many grotesque 
sins, David repented. And Psalm 51 chronicles the unforgettable words of this brokenhearted sinner/servant. 
But it also, in our verses, shows the way from useless to useful. David knew his weakness in the flesh, so he 
cried out, “Restore me!” He could not restore himself. He could not keep himself pure. “Uphold me!” It is the 
work of the Holy Spirit to revive. And, amazingly, both personal and national revival can flow from repentance 
(2 Chronicles 7:14). So let us ever repent, so we can move forward to revival! 
 
True, Holy Spirit revival always produces JOY! “To grant to those who mourn in Zion—to give them beauty for 
ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning… that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord, that He may be glorified’ (Isaiah 61:3). The kingdom of God is … righteousness, peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17). David had a gospel promise from God. That through him one would come to 
bring salvation and to reign over the earth. So, having dealt with his own sin, he can get back on track with real 
Kingdom business. “Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will be converted to you.” Good 
news should not be shared ambivalently. Nor coolly. But joyfully. Let’s honestly deal with any sin, for 
unconfessed, unrepented of sin grieves the Holy Spirit. And robs us of power in witness. But don’t miss this--
how quickly the Spirit can restore us, even from a grievous fall like David’s! So great is the cross, so full the 
atonement of the Lamb’s blood for us, that union with THAT death will produce union with His joyful, 
resurrected life! And all it takes is FAITH. So, believe. Join David in being forgiven, restored and revived. 
 
God is super-glorified when sinners become useful vessels in His hands. Do not waste one more day of your 
life condemning yourself for what you have done. Look to Messiah-Christ, and live in the Spirit - today!  
 
Ed Gross, Disciple Maker - Compassion For Life 
 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 22 
 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
The hand of the Lord was on Ezekiel. The Lord brought him out by the Spirit and set him right in the middle of 
a valley full of bones. The Lord asked him, “Can these bones live?”  What do you think? Can the God of this 
universe raise those bones? Do you believe God will do in you, in your church, in your nation what you cannot 
do? Will we have faith like Ezekiel had and say, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.” We put our trust in you,  
 
Ezekiel is told to prophesy to those bones and say to them “Dry bones hear the word of the Lord.” Imagine 
Ezekiel’s face when he prophesied and those bones started rattling and coming together, when tendons 
attached, flesh came upon those bones, and they were covered with skin—a body complete but not yet alive.  
Sometimes we look around and see our church, our Christian brothers and sisters, our nation, and they look 
like the valley of dry bones, spiritually dead and without hope.  
 
May the Lord put His Spirit in us that our dry bones would raise up out of our graves, may He breathe life into 
our bones, bring us back to a nation trusting in you Lord, and you alone. May we be about the advancement of 
His Kingdom -making disciples that make disciples. And may prayer be multiplied in us, in our brothers and 
sisters, in our nation! May we live our lives in Him, rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in the faith as we 
were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness (Colossians 2:6-7). Wake up those dry bones Lord Jesus and 
breathe your Spirit in them! In Jesus’ name AMEN!      
 
Rachel Kent, Prayer Coordinator – Compassion For Life 
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MONDAY, MAY 23 
 

Isaiah 61:1-3 
 
Isaiah the prophet warned Israel that their idolatry and rebellion against God would cause the country to be 
destroyed.  Most of us are familiar with the fact that the Jewish people were driven from their land nearly two-
thousand years ago, but they never gave up hope of one day returning to their land.  In these verses, Isaiah 
promised that one day Israel would be restored, returned to their land, and be comforted.  After nearly 2000 
years in exile, defying all odds, Israel returned to the land in 1948.   
 
In addition, Isaiah 61 tells how God promised to comfort Israel in some remarkable ways.  It’s likely that these 
verses refer to the Messiah who would come and do the comforting.  We recognize Jesus Christ as the 
Messiah who will do the following to comfort Israel: 

• He will preach good tidings unto the meek, 

• He will bind up the brokenhearted,  

• He will proclaim liberty to the captives,  

• He will set the captives free,   

• He will comfort all that mourn, and 

• He will provide for those who grieve.  

 
In verse 3 Isaiah wraps up the description of what Jesus will do by proclaiming he will give his people, “…a 
crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit 
of despair.  They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor.” 
 
When the Messiah comes, He will change the spirit of Israelite believers from sadness to joy.  And, in place of 
ashes which were put on a person’s head as a sign of mourning, they will wear a crown.   
 
Pastor Rick Koole – LifePointe Church 
 



TUESDAY, MAY 24 
 

Psalm 111:10 - The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;  
all who follow his precepts have good understanding.  To him belongs eternal praise. 

 
What is the fear of the Lord?  Before we go any farther, it’s important to understand the meaning of the word 
“fear” when used in the Bible.  The Psalmist is telling us that true wisdom begins with fear, which can mean 
reverence for God, respect for His commandments, fear of offending Him.  Adam Clark summed it up nicely 
when he wrote, “He who fears (respects) the Lord departs from evil; because he who lives in sin neither fears 
God, now is wise.” The Psalmist is reminding us that the there are three life-changing consequences when an 
individual has a proper fear of the Lord.  The first is wisdom, or more correctly “the beginning of wisdom.”  
Fearing God is a wise choice, and the beginning of many other wise choices. 
 
The second positive consequence is good understanding.  That includes a good understanding of how much 
God hates sin.  It is understanding that we are in the presence of a holy, just, and almighty God and that He 
will hold us accountable for our motives, thoughts, words, and actions.  To fear God is to understand the 
importance of living in harmony with His righteous standards and to honor Him in all that we think, say and do. 
 
The fear of the Lord also helps us understand that when God chastens us, it is out of love for us.   
Hebrews 12:5-6 says, “My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be discouraged when you are 
rebuked by Him, for whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.”   
 
The third positive consequence of a proper fear of the Lord is the desire to praise Him for all He is and has 
done; to understand that He is worthy of our praise not just in this world but also in the eternal world that 
awaits all of us. 
 
Pastor Rick Koole – LifePointe Church 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25 
 

Deuteronomy 31:6 - Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them,  
for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. 

 
What are you afraid of?  Your list of fears could include everything from being afraid of the dark to the fear of 
having to speak in front of a group of people.  The Bible assures us that we are to be strong and courageous.  
And then it says we have no reason to be afraid or terrified even when all seems lost or others are seeking to 
do us harm.  The question of “why” we don’t have to be terrified is answered in the second part of the verse.  
The answer is that God Almighty has promised that He will go with His people wherever they go, and that He 
will never leave of forsake them. 
 
Do you feel like God is calling you to do something challenging for Him? What’s holding you back? Is it fear?  
Fear is one of the most common things that holds people back from attempting things for God.  Some people 
fear what others will think while others fear the consequences of making a decision or taking a stand for God. 
Regardless of what the fear is, if left unchecked it will hinder you from doing what God is calling you to do. 
 
One of my favorite Bible verses is 2 Timothy 1:6 which says, “For God did not give us a spirit of fear, but a 
spirit of power, of love, and of self-discipline.”  It reminds me that the fear I may be feeling is not from God; and 
it reminds me that what God is giving me is a spirit of power, love, and self-discipline. 
 
Even if you’re afraid, choose to step out and do what God is calling you to do. By doing so even if terrified, 
you’ll be giving God the opportunity to show you that He is with you at all times. 
 
Pastor Rick Koole – LifePointe Church 
 



THURSDAY, MAY 26 
 

Lamentations 5:21 - Restore us to yourself, LORD, that we may return; renew our days as of old. 
 
The Book of Lamentations was written by the prophet Jeremiah, also known as the “weeping prophet.”  
Jeremiah is “lamenting” what had happened to the Jewish people because of their sin, and he is praying for 
God’s mercy and deliverance.  Their capitol, the city of Jerusalem, as well as their magnificent temple had 
been destroyed by invaders from Babylon.  Many people had been slaughtered by the conquerors while other 
people (including the prophet Daniel) had been taken captive in Babylon.   
 
This verse is part of a prayer by the surviving Jewish remnant.  The specific action they requested was to be 
restored not only to the blessings of God’s covenant with them, but also to be restored to the land of Israel.  
Their ultimate hope for restoration was God’s faithfulness to His promises.  They wanted to return to the days 
of old when they not only were in the land of Israel, but also had a close relationship with their God.  They 
mourned their separation from God. 
 
Are you feeling distant from God?  Was there a time in the past when you were closer to God than you are 
now?  What caused you to drift away from God?  Israel had drifted away from God.  He hadn’t moved away, 
but they had.  That is usually what happens when we drift apart.  It’s often a process more than an event.  It 
occurs when we fail to spend quiet time with God; when we let other activities take up time that we used to 
spend in God’s word and in prayer.  It takes commitment and work to maintain a close relationship with God. 
 
Their request in Lamentations is, that their good days might be renewed; that they might enjoy the same 
peace and prosperity and all good things in their own land as they had done in days and years past.  If you 
read their entire prayer, you’ll notice that first they pray for repentance; then they pray for restoration. 
 
Pastor Rick Koole – LifePointe Church 
 
 

FRIDAY, MAY 27 
 

Exodus 23:30 
 
Recently I read a quote by an unknown author that gives great insight into why at times our prayers don’t 
appear to get answered in the time we think most appropriate.  The quote sums it up well, “We pray in our 
time; but God answers in His.” Timing matters. Just ask a farmer.  A good harvest doesn’t happen by accident. 
A farmer spends considerable time fertilizing the soil, tilling, planting, and watering the seeds and plants. But 
perhaps the most important factor is timing. No matter how well a farmer cares for his crops, if they are planted 
too late or too early, they will not thrive. 
 
Our verse finds the Israelites poised to go into and conquer the land God promised them, and yet God is 
telling them it will take some more time.  The thought of waiting must have been discouraging. They had been 
wandering through the wilderness without a permanent home since God delivered them from slavery in Egypt. 
The Promised Land was so close, they could taste it. But, if they did not accept the gradual process of God 
driving out their enemies one-by-one, they would never be able to enjoy the land and thrive there for 
generations to come. Even a good thing at the wrong time is no longer a good thing. God promised to drive out 
the Israelites’ enemies so they could take possession of the land.  However, God explained that they would 
have to settle the land gradually. If God cleared out their enemies all at once, the land would become a 
wasteland. 
 
We often want solutions from God immediately.  But the timing of our solution might be like planting crops in 
January. No matter how good our solution seems, if it is not the right timing, it will not benefit us in the long 
run. We are reminded of the old adage, “God’s wheel grinds slow, but it grinds fine.” 
 
Pastor Rick Koole – LifePointe Church 



SATURDAY, MAY 28 
 

2 Chronicles 6:21 
 
After waiting for the proper time, God finally allowed the building of his Temple in Jerusalem.  Solomon was 
the King of Israel entrusted with the honor of having the Temple built.  At the dedication of the Temple, 
Solomon first humbled himself in the presence of God by laying aside his kingly robes and honoring God as 
the King of kings and Lord of lords.  Only after these acts of humility and submission did Solomon ask God to 
hear his prayers and forgive Israel of their sins. 
 
This is an important lesson for us.  The Bible talks about the importance of confessing and asking for 
forgiveness, and how unforgiven sin can hinder our prayer life.  In Isaiah 59:2 we are reminded that “Your 
iniquities have separated you from your God; and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not 
hear.”  In 1 Peter 3:7 husbands are cautioned when it says, “Husbands, in the same way be considerate as 
you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the 
gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.” 
 
Sometimes our prayers are not answered because we pray with selfish motives.  James 4:3 tells us how God 
responds to selfish prayers, “You do not have because you do not ask God.  When you ask, you do not 
receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”  
 
Now for the good news.  God is a forgiving God.  He has promised to hear our requests to be forgiven.   
In 1 John 1:9 we are assured that “If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
 
Pastor Rick Koole – LifePointe Church 
 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 29 
 

Hebrews 4:12-16 

 
There is no other book that can compare with the Bible.  We are told that “All Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 
 
In the Book of Hebrews, the author points out an important truth regarding the Bible that isn’t talked about too 
often.  He reminds us that the word of God is like a sharp sword that is able to pierce through to the inner 
thoughts and attitudes of a person. In so doing it expresses the spiritual vision of God himself who can see all 
that we are and to whom we must give account.  
 
We tend to think of the Bible as a comforting and encouraging book from which we can learn valuable lessons. 
But how often do acknowledge that the Bible can cut right through to what’s really going on?  The purpose of 
such cutting is to bring healing, but it still hurts.  With that in mind, we should spend time in the Word of God, 
allowing it to show us what we are really like so that we might receive his grace and be able to stand righteous 
before God. 
 
The Bible itself reminds us of what a special book it is by stating, “We must remember that the Bible is not of 
human origin. Above all you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own 
interpretation of things.  For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, 
spoke from God as the were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:20-21). 
 
Pastor Rick Koole – LifePointe Church 
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MONDAY, MAY 30 
 

Ephesians 6:18 
 
It is great to have a time set aside to pray each day, but Paul 
reminds us in Ephesians today to pray on all occasions. We might 
call this having an “attitude of prayer” or “praying unceasingly”.  
So, with our busy lives how can we do this?  
 
While it is good to have a time of concentrated prayer at certain time 

during the day, we can pray anytime anywhere. Also, the passage says to, “Pray in the Spirit!” We know as 
believers in Jesus, we have been given the gift of the Holy Spirit, who is our helper and guide when it comes to 
prayer. Many people get nervous about prayer, or think they better get the words right and sound smart.   
 
The best definition of prayer is, “A conversation with God under the influence of the Holy Spirit”. As we are 
guided by the Holy Spirit in prayer, God is actually praying through us in the Spirit. As we keep our minds alert 
to the needs around us, the Holy Spirit will prompt us to pray for the people and situations we encounter each 
day. In this way we can pray in the Spirit on all occasions. Our prayers will change the world and help the 
people around us to feel God’s love, comfort, and strength.  
 
Pastor Mike Anderson – Christ The King Church 
 
 

TUESDAY, MAY 31 
 

Psalm 145:5 and 9-10 
 
What has the Lord done in your life personally?   
 
Most of us are familiar with the major stories of the Bible (i.e., Creation, Noah, Abraham, Moses, King David, 
Jesus).  We’ve heard of the ways God has acted in the past through the lives of many people and God’s 
redemptive plan through Jesus’ death and resurrection.  All of these stories help us understand who God is 
and how God works.  But what about our own personal lives?  How has God acted in our own personal story?   
 
Psalm 145 tells us that in every generation, God continues to act and it is the responsibility of every generation 
to proclaim the ways of God to the next generation.  We all love to hear those powerful real-life stories of 
God’s continued work in real lives in real ways.  I encourage you today to recognize how God has been and is 
working in your story and to share some of that story with someone else!  It’s how we bring glory to God’s 
name and make real the ongoing story of God’s redemptive plan for each of our lives! 
 
Pastor Mark Johnson - Christ The King Church 

mailto:office@ctkfb.org


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1 
 

Jeremiah 29:11-14 
 
What I love about this verse is that God has a plan for each of our lives. And it is good. His plan gives us a 
future and a hope and leads to “true” prosperity. Prosperity is not necessarily about riches, but a having a 
sense of purpose and joy that comes from knowing God’s purpose in our lives. 
  
As we realize that God does have a great plan for our lives, it beckons us to call on him to understand more of 
his will for our lives. Though God has sought us and saved us by sending His only Son to die for us on a cross, 
he wants us to seek and find him. I love the saying, “If you feel far from God guess who moved!”  
 
Most people who feel depressed don’t have a purpose for their lives. They feel isolated and often wonder if life 
is worth living. But when we realize God has a bright future planned for us it gives us hope that our lives have 
meaning and worth.  
 
God has a great plan for your life? Do you need help discerning it? Why not get together with a pastor, or a 
close Christian friend to discuss. Share your thoughts and pray together asking God to reveal his plan for your 
life.    
 
Pastor Mike Anderson – Christ The King Church. 
 
 

THURSDAY, JUNE 2 
 

John 15:12-15 
 
It seems to me that much of what Jesus came to do is to break down walls.  Since humans fell from the holy 
and righteous standing before God as told in Genesis 3, there has been a wall between us and God and very 
often a wall between ourselves.  Holiness and sinful beings cannot dwell together.   
 
God could have tossed us aside and started over, but God decided to do something only God can do, and that 
is to redeem us by destroying the wall between us.   
For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whosoever would believe in Him will not perish, but 
have everlasting life.  Jesus came to destroy the wall by laying down His life for us all.  Greater love has no 
one than this:  to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  Friend?  Yes, that’s what Jesus calls those who believe 
in Him.  I am a friend of God, not just a servant, but someone brought into the inner circle, someone known 
and able to know God.   
 
This is how God destroyed the wall between us: Jesus laid down His life for us because of His love for us.  
Love is also the call we have for each other.  Love tears down walls, love destroys barriers.  May God help us 
love each other as God has loved us all through Jesus!  
 
Pastor Mark Johnson - Christ The King Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



FRIDAY, JUNE 3 
 

Proverbs 21:21 - Whoever pursues righteousness and love finds life, prosperity, and honor. 
 
What you are you pursuing in life? Riches, fame, popularity? Recognition of the people you are always trying 
to please, but never give you the credit you deserve?  
 
Today’s verse tells us to pursue “righteousness”. The word “righteousness” simply means living in right 
relationship with God.  
 
The word “love” is also translated “mercy” in some other bible translations, but the actual word in the Hebrew 
is “hesed”. This is the same word we use for “steadfast love”, or “loyal love”. In this same love God made His 
covenant with Israel. He would bless them and make their name great and never leave or forsake him. It was 
the same love that extended mercy to them even when they worshipped the idols of other pagan nations.  
 
Righteousness and steadfast love go together. If someone is in a right relationship with God, they will treat 
others with the same love God has for them. If we are to love others as God loves us, we should be kind, 
merciful, and forgiving even when people don’t deserve it.  
As we pursue the path of righteousness and steadfast “hesed” love, we are going to learn what it means to 
truly live and find true prosperity!   
 
Pastor Mike Anderson – Christ The King Church 
 
 

SATURDAY, JUNE 4 
 

Colossians 4:2 - Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 
 
As Paul writes this letter to the church in Colossae, he urges them to be devoted in their prayer life. In the 
context of this letter, he is asking them to pray for him, as he fearlessly proclaims the gospel. Paul knew that 
there would be much opposition, as he preached the Good News of Christ.  
 
The word “devote” also means to pray in “earnest”. The ancient Greek word translated continue is “Built on a 
root meaning ‘to be strong,’ it always connotes earnest adherence to a person or thing. In this passage it 
implies persistence and fervor.” (Vaughan) Paul realizes his battle is not against flesh and blood but against 
dark, spiritual powers in this present age. He knows that one of the most powerful weapons in spiritual warfare 
is prayer.  
 
As we pray, we become more watchful. We watch what is going on around us and in the world, so we can pray 
specifically for these situations. We pray for the church where it is being persecuted, or there are troubles from 
within it. We pray for pastors, missionaries, youth and children’s leaders. We pray for all who preach and teach 
the Word of God. We pray for the least and the lost, the sick and the depressed, and all those who need to 
know and experience Christ’s love.  
 
Finally, Paul tells us to pray with thanksgiving. As we look back on God’s faithfulness, we can be thankful.  
Even when our prayers are not answered right away, we can remain thankful trusting that God will always 
work all things together group.  This devotional comes from the pastors of the Church of Fallbrook. We are 
excited for what we see happening in Fallbrook as Christ’s love is shared each Sunday in every church. May 
the Church of Fallbrook reflect God’s light and love to a world that needs it so badly. 
 
Pastor Mike Anderson – Christ The King Church 
 
 
 
 



SUNDAY, JUNE 5 
 

Matthew 6:9-13 
 
The most well know and powerful prayer is the passage we look at today.  Most call it “The Lord’s Prayer” or 
“The Our Father”. In it are we see who God is and what God desires most for us and from us.  The name of 
our God is hallowed:  Honored, revered, above all else.  In an age where the name of God or Jesus is often 
used as a cuss word, we choose to lift that name above all. 
 
Jesus said that “The Kingdom of God has come.” Indeed, when we see Jesus, we see the Kingdom of God 
and God’s purposes lived out in Him.  Your will be done.  I don’t know about you, but I love to see the will of 
God done, especially when it coincides with what I want.  But what happens to my faith and my actions when 
God’s will takes a different turn?  Am I willing to submit to God’s ways instead of my ways? 
 
Give us today our daily bread.  Bread has always been a staple in the diets of many, maybe not as much 
today for some who are watching their carbs!  But this prayer goes beyond having a loaf of Wonder in the 
refrigerator!  It speaks to the full providence of God, which God gives even to those who refuse to believe in 
Him.  But as believers, we give thanks for what God provides on a daily basis. 
 
Forgive us as we forgive.  Have you ever thought about that?  What if God only forgave us as we forgive 
others in our lives?  That might be a bit disconcerting!  In order to live a life free of the baggage of sin, we too 
need to release those in our midst of have wronged us.  Not necessarily for their sake, but for our own!  
Carrying around anger and bitterness only hurts our soul, and that’s why it’s necessary to forgive! 
 
Then finally, Jesus calls us to pray for deliverance. Deliverance from temptation and deliverance from evil or in 
some translations it says, “The Evil One”.  We live in a broken world with evil very present.  But we know our 
protection, power and deliverance is from the Lord God, Almighty!  May we continue to pray and live out this 
powerful prayer, in Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
Pastor Mark Johnson - Christ The King Church 
 
 
 
NOTES: 
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MONDAY, JUNE 6 
 

Psalm 16:5-11 
 
In this Psalm, David tells us where the source of pure pleasure comes from. And where is that? It comes from 
the very hand of God. The world always gives us the empty promises that it can exceed what God can give 
you. But God commands us to hate the world, not so that we won’t experience joy, but so that we will 
experience real, lasting, eternal joy through Him. 

To abide in God, is to experience peace, joy, and gladness no matter of our circumstances. It is in our abiding 
in Christ that gives us joy even if our entire world has taken everything from us. We stand on His promise, 
because it is a sure and proven hope. 

We know we can rest in God’s assurance because, He has given us forgiveness, a relationship, and his Word. 
God tells us that we can abide in him if we obey his command, tremble at its threats, and believe in its 
promise. Look at Israel while wandering in the wilderness. The first generation wanted to go back to Egypt. 
They wanted all the luxuries and glamour that came from being under Egypt’s bondage.  
But what did it get them? 

What happened to Israel as their hearts wandered away from God and back to Egypt? They died in the 
wilderness. They didn’t see the promised land. They were crushed because of their disobedience to Gods 
command. We have them as an example. 

We are in a similar situation. We are pilgrims living on this earth looking forward to the promised land, the New 
Heaven and the New Earth. We must keep our eyes fixed on the promise of abiding in Christ. He is the source 
of our strength in overcoming this present world. 

Pastor George Alaniz – First Christian Church 



TUESDAY, JUNE 7 
 

Ephesians 4:1-6  

Humility, gentleness, patience, and love as actions-and they are (see Romans 12). But in this context Paul 
refers to each as qualities of being. I’ve heard people argue that humility, gentleness, patience, and love are 
not virtues in society. That they can prevent you from achieving your goals, and instead we should pursue and 
reward characteristics like boldness and strength, competition, and hardness. But the Bible teaches a different 
understanding of what defines strength. Jesus says, a person who is hardened to others, who is unable to be 
'touched by the infirmities of others' are weak. People who store up for themselves treasures on earth are 
foolish. The biblical perspective of character seems to contradict what many people teach today.  Good 
character is difficult. The virtues of humility, gentleness, patience, and love are expression of great strength. 
This is the kind of strength I want to have. Though I may have the ability to hurt others, the greatest strength is 
demonstrated when I choose to do otherwise. Every time I make that choice, I become more like Jesus; I 
acquire more of the character of Christ. Paul says to make every effort to keep the unity (do unity). This is an 
ontological statement of the being of the Church, that we are one, just as God is one.  

But Paul focuses on the practical exhortation that unity only takes place with effort. We are to be humble and 
gentle and loving, but we are to do unity. Maybe, unity is the outworking of the character qualities of 
gentleness, humility, and love. But unity is not automatic. The internal qualities of good character do not 
always result in unity in our relationships. We must work toward unity. This is the work of every follower of 
Jesus. We might say the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, faith, and self-control. The 
work of the Spirit is unity and peaceful relationships. For this reason, the peacemakers shall be called the 
children of God, and this requires wisdom. 

Pastor George Alaniz – First Christian Church 

 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8 
 

Lamentations 3:27-33 
 
Have you ever just waited for things that never came? I’m sure you have. Maybe you go to church, and you 
wait for a friend that you invited, but that friend never comes. Maybe you’re waiting for a card or a letter to 
come to you in the mail, but it never comes. But God never fails. He always blesses. He always cares. He 
always protects. He always has a plan. And when we are under adverse conditions, we don’t become 
depressed. We don’t lose heart. Instead, we wait. And we hope. Because, like the prophet Jeremiah we know, 
that God never fails. This God who took your sins away in the most amazing way – he won’t abandon you. If 
God sacrificed his Son for you, will certainly take care of you as you go through whatever problems come your 
way. Christianity is a religion of hoping and waiting. In the Old Testament, they waited thousands of years for 
the Messiah, and finally, he came. In the New Testament, the disciples waited for Jesus to help them 
understand the kingdom of God. Finally, on Pentecost, they understood. Paul endured many problems, and 
afflictions, as he shared God’s Word all over the world. Through it all, he waited patiently for God to bless his 
work, and God has - Christianity has spread all over the world, beyond Paul’s wildest imagination. 

The early Christian church was persecuted heavily. Many of them hid in caves, poor, and ostracized from 
society. They waited for God to bless them, and God has. Today their souls are in heaven, and they are 
spiritually rich beyond their wildest dreams. Christianity is a religion of hoping and waiting. Today, that’s what 
we are doing. And we do it with confidence. Confidence that God never fails. He always fulfills his promises. 
He’s always in control. He always cares. His love never fails. His compassions are new every morning. Great 
is his faithfulness.  

Pastor George Alaniz – First Christian Church 
 



THURSDAY, JUNE 9 
 

Micah 6:8  

This is what it looks like to worship God daily. This is the life of a true born-again believer. To do Justly. To live 
what we believe that the God of the universe is walking with us. Walking with us as we make our daily 
decisions. We are to love mercy, because of the mercy God has shown us. We can only truly show the mercy 
of God if we have experienced His mercy ourselves. 

You are to walk humbly with your God. A humble reliance on Him for our every need. A walk that is daily, 
hourly, and minute by minute, not just when we are in the mood. This is a life we cannot live by ourselves. An 
unsaved person, one without the Holy Spirit indwelling within them, cannot live such a life. Only then does our 
worship become acceptable. Only then is our offering of any value in the eyes of God. 

It is in that daily walk with God that lies at the heart of our relationship with Him; the ritual of the temple could 
give expression to the vitality of that walk, but it could never replace it as the center of Israel’s faith. And the 
humble walk with God went hand in hand with the practice of justice and the love of kindness. False 
worshipers offer the Lord everything but what he asks for: their loving and obedient hearts. Only those who 
comprehend his grace can and will offer him that. 

Today, the question is whether you and I are false worshippers. Do we know the Lord? Are we missing the 
weightier things of God like justice, mercy and walking humbly with Jesus which gives meaning to our worship 
and our giving an offering? Showing up at church on Sunday morning does not make us a Christian. However, 
if we truly are saved and we are living for Him, these things will come naturally. 

Pastor George Alaniz – First Christian Church 

 

FRIDAY, JUNE 10 
 

Mark 1:35-39  

There are times when you should not just do things in life, but you should sit there. Be still. Be quiet. Be in 
prayer. But at the end of the prayer, when you say AMEN, that should be a word that calls you to ACTION. 
That’s what Jesus did. 

In these verses, Jesus sneaks off for prayer in a quiet solitary place. The disciples find him and at the end of 
the prayer time, Jesus gets up and gets on with life. In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples, "Let us go 
somewhere else- to the nearby villages- so I can preach there also. That is why I have come." 

So, when you say AMEN, what ACTION do you do? Do you pray for the sick and then leave it at that? Or do 
you pray for the sick, and then pick up the phone and call them to let them know you are thinking about them. 
Do you ask if you can do anything for them? A hot meal brought to their home. Medicine, they need to have 
picked up? Do you pray for the poor and hope God does something about the poor? Or do you pray and ask 
God to use you? Do you put actions to your prayer, giving to the poor, working with Habitat for Humanity, 
donating to the local food pantry? 

Do you pray that God would help your church grow and then hope that God inspires someone to do 
something? Or do you pray and then say as Jesus said, “I have to go somewhere so I can tell someone about 
the Good News of Christ.” Our lives are so busy. 

We need to stop from time to time and go to that solitary place for prayer. And then at the end of the prayer, 
get up and get busy with the things that are most important – the work of God. 

Pastor George Alaniz – First Christian Church 



SATURDAY, JUNE 11 
 

Psalm 31:19-24  

God knows and understands what you're going through. If you're tempted to panic, God understands. Even if 
you brought it all on yourself!  It’s never too late, you can always turn it over to God. The situation may seem 
hopeless to you but it's not hopeless for God. 

If you feel like a deer in headlights, it may seem as though there’s only one thing you can do. You may feel 
you have nowhere to run, but you do have somewhere to run. Run to God! Next time you’re in a situation 
which is causing you to panic. Stop! Take a deep breath! Turn to God as fast as you can. What do I mean 
when I say run to God? What do you do?  

Ask God for help. David said, “Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily! Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong 
fortress to save me!” Don't be afraid to ask God for help. That’s prayer. It may be that you usually don’t turn to 
God, but God is waiting for you to cry out to Him. He will hear your prayers! Give everything you have to God. 
David said, “Into your hand I commit my spirit.”  This means you're saying to God, "God. You're my only hope. 
I have no 'Plan B.' I'm putting all my trust in you." Then, let God lead you. David said, “For you are my rock and 
my fortress; and for your name's sake you lead me and guide me.” 

At times we panic, we feel powerless. Thanks be to God, we're never powerless — we are His kids, and He is 
our greatest parent. He gives us His power to help us. When you're tempted to panic, you don't have to face 
the situation on your own. When you think you have nowhere to run, you've got to know where to run. Run to 
God and let him save you.  

Pastor George Alaniz – First Christian Church 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 12 

 

Proverbs 27:17 - Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another. 
 
I see this verse on coffee mugs, bumper stickers and at Men’s Conferences everywhere! Usually with a godly 
man smiling and rejoicing. And that’s all good, but I wonder to they really know what iron sharpening process 
looks like? It’s violent. There’s fire, steel on steel pounding, sparks flying. So, I ask, do you really have a friend 
that you allow into your life like that? 

The truth is life gets heavy. The road stretches on and on. We give it a shot, stumble, find our rhythm once 
again, the load of responsibility bites into our shoulders, and the race wears us down. We feel our knees begin 
to buckle and we fear falling short of the finish line. We need friends to help us along, bear the load, and 
sharpen us when we become dull. We all fall down unless you get help, you may stay down and out of the 
race. Everybody needs help once in a while. Jesus wants to help you. In fact, when you can’t go another step, 
He will even carry you. But you know Jesus can use you and me to help others as well. How are you helping 
make a positive difference in someone’s life?  

Where are you within the race of life? Do you have a battle buddy helping you along the way, keeping you 
sharp as iron or have you found yourself feeling a bit dull? I encourage you, especially men to pray for the 
Christian friendship that you need. Do you need to get re-sharpened? Then ask God to bring in men in your 
life that will challenge you and pray for you and be there for when you feel yourself getting overwhelmed.  

Pastor George Alaniz – First Christian Church 
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MONDAY, JUNE 13 

 
Jeremiah 33:3 (The Message) 

“Call to me and I will answer you.  
I’ll tell you marvelous and wondrous things that you could never figure out on your own.” 

 
When you’re put in an impossible situation, your talent, logic, and education won’t solve your problem. Only 
God can. That’s why you pray and ask God for his supernatural help. God told Jeremiah, who lived at the 
same time as Daniel, “Call to me and I will answer you. I’ll tell you marvelous and wondrous things that you 
could never figure out on your own” (Jeremiah 33:3 The Message). 
 
Daniel asked God for spiritual wisdom when King Nebuchadnezzar asked him to interpret a dream. Daniel 
needed the Lord to show him what he would never be able figure out on his own. He could guess for a 
thousand years and never figure out the king’s dream. But God could tell him in an instant. 

The Bible says, “You do not have what you want because you do not ask God for it” (James 4:2 TEV). 

So many times, we miss out on God’s best simply because we never ask him for it. 

I’ve seen God do this over and over again in my life. I’ve faced big odds that I couldn’t fathom solving on my 
own. So, I prayed. And God has answered. My life is a series of answered prayers. 

I want God to do the same for you.  Will you ask him for his best for your life? 

 
RW – Living Waters 
 
 
 
 



TUESDAY, JUNE 14 
 

Psalm 17:6, ESV:  
 
Psalm 17:6, KJV: "I have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, O God: incline thine ear unto me, and hear 
my speech."  
 
Psalm 17:6, NASB: "I have called upon You, for You will answer me, God; Incline Your ear to me, hear my 
speech." 
 
Are you feeling lonely? The last couple years it has been easy to feel lonely. Here is a thought from “Knowing 
Jesus”, Oh Lord, I am ill and feel frightened and alone as I have no one to care for me. I have no one who is 
really interested in me at all, and I feel lost and alone and so vulnerable. And now Lord Jesus, I have come 
down with this sickness and I feel so ill. Lord, I ask You please to make me well again soon, and lift up my 
sagging spirit, I pray. I know Lord in my heart that I am not alone, because You are with me, which is the real 
reason that I am praying to You now, because You promised to be with me and never to leave me or forsake 
me, even when everyone else does. Be with me now, I pray, and reach out Your healing hand of blessing and 
touch me Lord. Please make me feel better, not only in my body but also in my life, I pray. Thank You, that I 
can call on You in times of trouble or illness or loneliness, and know that You are always there to hear and 
answer, to heal and comfort and help. Lord, I pray that You would help me to really apply this truth in my life, 
not just when I am sick, but every day.  Source: https://prayer.knowing-jesus.com/Psalm/17/6 
 
Pastor Steve Slater – Living Waters 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15 

 

2 Kings 2:2 - As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you 
 
From the time Elijah left from Gilgal until Elisha received the blessing, several trials crossed Elisha’s way that 
attempted to hinder them. However, Elisha remained focused on obtaining the double portion. 
 
Opposition Did Not Shake His Determination - At every turn the sons of the prophets ask Elisha the same 
question, “Do you know that the Lord will take away your master from over you today?” This question is literally 
this: “Why are you still following that old man? If you decide that you are going after God until you obtain the 
double portion, you may face opposition from the people around you.  Wholehearted commitment to the cause 
of Christ leaves many people perplexed.  Don’t let the crowd shake you, just run with God! 
 
Opportunities Did Not Shake His Determination - Every time they passed through a city, Elijah even 
attempted to get Elisha to stay, it was designed to test his determination. Of course, each of the places (Gilgal, 
Bethel, Jericho and Jordan) has a special place in the heart of the Jew. These were opportunities for Elisha to 
stop and to settle down! 
 
Obstacles Did Not Shake His Determination - Elijah tried three times to get Elisha to stay behind. The 
Jordan also stood as a barrier between Elisha receiving what he desired. Still, he went on! He resolved in his 
heart to stay with Elijah. Even the Jordan was no obstacle to this man’s faith. He did not want to miss the 
blessing. When you determine to go with God, be forewarned that obstacles will cross your path. Remember 
when they do that they are there because God has permitted them in your life, “And we know that all things 
work together for good to those who love God..” (Romans 8:28) These obstacles will test your resolve, but 
they are God’s responsibility! If God has put a determination within your heart to go with Him, then let nothing 
keep you from going with Him! 
 
Living Waters/Good Shepherd Ministries  
 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=New+American+Standard+Bible&filters=sid%3a8f355538-a580-fd0f-b626-3f43a04ad416&form=ENTLNK
https://prayer.knowing-jesus.com/Psalm/17/6


THURSDAY, JUNE 16 
 

Romans 8:26  
 

PRAYING IN THE SPIRIT 
Prayer was hard until I took a class in college called “Ministry of Counseling.” It was a semester of tips on how 
to counsel churchgoers in their times of need. What I learned about prayer in that class stuck out to me the 
most—I never considered prayer as part of a counseling session! Since spoken prayer is so important in 
counseling, the teacher urged us to pray before we prayed. The advice was to “pray in the Spirit.” As we 
bowed our heads, we were told to take a few moments of silence to ask the Spirit to guide our words. Then, 
we’d launch into speaking the prayer aloud. Something remarkable happened when I did this.  
The Spirit clearly worked in the prayer! 

THE SPIRIT INTERCEDES 
This isn’t just a trick for pastors though. Everyone can access the power of the Spirit in prayer. When we don’t 
have the words to say, the Spirit intercedes on our behalf. What does the Spirit interceding look like? It might 
be that you are pointed to a particular passage of Scripture or might feel the sudden urge to stop and pray for 
someone or something. In the context of Romans 8, Paul is writing of the troubling times in the world. He says 
we can’t see the future, but we can have faith and hope. Later in the chapter, Paul passionately preaches that 
as Spirit-filled believers, we will triumph. We don’t always know what to pray for because we are imperfect and 
don’t know what our earthly future holds. But that’s why we have the Spirit interceding for us!  
Consider starting your prayers by praying in the Spirit, invite the Holy Spirit to take over and guide you when 
communicating with God. 
 
Jake D. – Living Waters 
 
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 17 
 

James 5:16 NIV  
 
I don’t know about you, but this kind of verse and idea would have sent me running for the hills, back in the 
days of my youth!  

 

3 WAYS TO CONFESS YOUR SINS TO ONE ANOTHER 
So how exactly does confession bring healing? 

The first way to confess your sins to one another is to remove all the hiding, posturing and denial that 
keep us from owning our sins. It humbles our hearts so that God can reign and rule in our lives, instead of 
keeping our egos front and center. 

The second way God uses confession to heal is through the prayers we lift up for each other. God 
works through our humble and honest disclosures to open our hearts like a heart surgeon’s clamp holds the 
chambers of the heart open so that repairs can be made. 

The third way to confess our sins to one another, and bring healing, is by seeking out and making 
ourselves accountable to other humble and righteous Christ-followers. They can also faithfully pray for us. 
Honestly, this third one applies to every Godly friend we confess our sins to, since every true believer has 
been made righteous through Christ’s blood. 

So don’t feel as if you need to find someone who seems as godly and devout as Billy Graham or Mother 
Theresa to confess your sins. The field is wide open! And this “field” is exactly where I began to find healing—
through accountability to others. 

Best of all, you can find this healing for your own life, by simply following the instructions packed inside 
this powerful verse! I hope you’ll join me in running toward healing, instead of away from it, by confessing our 
sins to one another! 
 
Beth S. – Living Waters 



SATURDAY, JUNE 18 
 

Habakkuk 2:1 
 
Having patience in prayer… 

One of the most challenging aspects of being faithful is, perhaps, having patience. So often people complain 
that their prayers are going on unanswered, or not being heard at all. Slowly, they become impatient with God 
and their faith ultimately wanes. 
 
It is an established and irrefutable fact that God not only hears every prayer but, in one way or another, 
He answers them too.  
 
However, we need to be familiar with God’s Word in order to understand His divine way of timing and purpose. 
Oftentimes when we pray, we’re praying according to our own desires, needs and time tables.  
 
God on the other hand, answers prayer according to His will and His timing–knowing what is best for us 
now and in the long run. Truly effective prayer requires us to trust Him and to have patience. In His time, He 
will answer our prayer according to what is best for our lives as well as for the Kingdom. Faith and patience is 
rewarded.  
 
Today, “let go and trust God!” 
 
Living Waters 
 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 19 
 

Colossians 3:13 NLT - Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others 
 
The Bible mentions three reasons you have to let go of your past and the people who’ve hurt you, and the 
reasons have nothing to do with whether that person deserves it or not. 
 
1. You have to forgive those who’ve hurt you because God has forgiven you.  
Colossians 3:13 says, “Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others” (NLT).  
If you want to be a forgiving person, you need to first accept the forgiveness of God through Jesus Christ. The 
Bible says that God came to Earth in human form in Jesus in order to offer forgiveness for everything that’s 
ever been done wrong. He paid for it so we don’t have to. That’s Good News. 
2. You have to forgive those who’ve hurt you because resentment will control you.  
The Bible says in Ecclesiastes 7:9, “Only fools get angry quickly and hold a grudge” (CEV). 
Resentment makes you miserable, and it keeps you stuck in the past. And when you’re stuck in the past, you 
are controlled by the past. Every time you resent something; it controls you. Perhaps you are allowing people 
who hurt you five, 10, or even 20 years ago to hurt you to this day. Don’t let it happen. They can’t hurt you 
anymore. Your past is past. You’ve got to let it go 
3. You have to forgive those who’ve hurt you because you’re going to need more forgiveness in the 
future.  
Jesus said in Matthew 6:14-15, “For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your 
sins” (NIV). Forgiveness is a two-way street. You cannot receive what you are unwilling to give. 
 
Someone once told John Wesley, the 18th-century British theologian, “I could never forgive that person!” 
Wesley replied, “Then I hope you never sin.”  
You don’t want to burn the bridge that you’ve got to walk across to get into Heaven. 
 
Living Waters 
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MONDAY, JUNE 20 
 

1 Timothy 2:1-2 
 

What is the first priority for the church?  Some will tell you that it’s teaching, but…that’s not it.  Others will tell 
you that it’s social impact…but that’s not it.  Some might say it’s to uphold their denomination’s traditions, but 
that's far from the mark.     
 
In the first chapter of 1 Timothy, Paul gives Timothy some wonderful general instruction.  Then, chapters 2-6 
are all about the church.  He discusses church leadership, various segments which make up the church body 
and assorted other church issues.  But the first priority he discusses is prayer. 
 
“I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 
people…”  First!  The first priority of the church is prayer…specifically intercessory prayer.  It’s not unlike what 
we find in Acts 6:4, where the apostles say, “We will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” 
 
Prayer first is foreign to us.  We say, “If it’s to be, it’s up to me!”  We don’t pray the way we should because a 
part of us doubts that God can step in and sovereignly do things--amazing things--in response to prayer.   
 
Lord, enable us to pray as our first recourse, not our last!  In Jesus’s name, Amen. 
 
Pastor Glenn Layne – CrossWay Community Church 
 
 
 



TUESDAY, JUNE 21 
 

John 17:16-17 
 
When people see you, do they ask themselves, what is different about that person?  
Do they say, I want what that person has? 
 
In this passage, Jesus is praying for his disciples. He is reminding the Father that just as He, Jesus, is not of 
this world, they, being one with Him, are not of this world. He is pleading for Father God to sanctify them which 
means to set them aside as holy.  
 
Jesus tells us how this is done, by the truth of God’s word. In John 1:1 it says, “In the beginning there was the 
Word...and the Word was God.” This is referring to Jesus. Jesus is asking the Father to sanctify the disciples, 
not by anything they did or could do, but because they were one with Him. 
 
Jesus was God, come down from heaven. Once we become His, we take on all aspects of who He is. That 
includes not being of this world. God put us in this world so that we can share the hope of Jesus with those 
around us. But our actions and words should reflect Jesus Himself because we are not of this world.  
 
Lord, thank you that by being one with you, I am sanctified. Help me to live in this world but not act like the 
world so that I might bring your Hope to those around me. In Jesus name, Amen. 
 
Lara Farrell – CrossWay Community Church 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22 
 

Psalm 5:11-12 
 
Faith does not exempt us from trouble.  The protection of the Lord does not mean freedom from pain, strife, 
sickness and death.  As it says in “The Princess Bride,” “Life is suffering, your highness.  Anyone telling 
otherwise is selling something!” 
 
I encounter people who deny the existence of God because of the reality of suffering.  They say a good God 
would not allow suffering in the world.  Therefore, there is no such good God. 
 
On the same logic, I could argue that parents don’t exist!  A child has to study countless hours, brush their 
teeth and clean their room. If they go out for sports, that means days of drills and practice.  Surely, no good 
parent would allow such things! But life as it is constituted now includes suffering, and suffering has the 
capacity to make us stronger, wiser and more reliant on God. 
 
The refuge and the protection that the psalmist speaks of is something quite different: it is God’s favor in the 
midst of hardship.  It is grace in the middle of the danger zone.  As Psalm 23:5 says, “You prepare a table 
before me in the presence of my enemies.”  And that table is so richly supplied, come the devil’s hell or high 
water, we stand surrounded with the Lord’s favor as our shield.   
 
Lord, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us, we pray, from the snares of the evil one.  Amen. 
 
Pastor Glenn Layne – CrossWay Community Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THURSDAY, JUNE 23 
 

Psalm 26:12 - My feet stand on level ground; in the great congregation I will praise the Lord.  
 

 
Can we say in confidence as David did in Psalm 26, “I am blameless”? Or better yet, “I have not faltered in 
trusting you, Lord”? 
 
In this Psalm, David is facing trouble and yet his concern is not what the people around him think of him, but 
rather, what the Lord thinks of him. He tells the Lord he is guiltless and then he asks the Lord to examine his 
heart to see that this is true 
 
It is not that David believes he is sinless like Christ. Verse 6 says he will wash his hands in innocence. But he 
has promised the Lord not to keep the company of evildoers and he has kept his promise. Even of greater 
worth, he has kept in the presence of the Lord with praise and thanksgiving. 
 
We are faced with trials every day; it is a condition of living in this world. John 16:33 tells us Jesus said, “In this 
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” The remedy to trouble is to, as David 
did, keep our eyes on the Lord. And then, as David did, we can praise God in the midst of our trials and share 
the hope we have with the hurting people around us. 
 
Lord, praise you for you are the Mighty One. Help me to keep my eyes focused on you and your glory. And 
may I always praise your name to the people around me. 
 
Lara Farrell – CrossWay Community Church 
 
 
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 24 
 

Isaiah 60:18 
 
Text without context is pretext!  We need to understand the context of Isaiah 60.  It lies in the portion of the 
book which speaks of the coming blessings of the age of the messiah.  Since Isaiah did not yet know that the 
messiah would have two comings (the first for salvation, the second for judgment), what he sees often blends 
together elements from both comings.   
 
So, the blessings he describes are for the future, and for our time as well (since the messiah has come).  And 
instead of seeing these blessings for a nation-state, we can see them for God’s new covenant people.   
 
As I write, Russian forces are bringing violence and destruction within the borders of Ukraine.  Yet I have 
heard from so many who are connected to the church in Ukraine the good news that their walls remain 
“salvation” and their gates remain “praise”!   
 
We are called to seek peace with all (Romans 12:18).  But sometimes the world brings war (Psalm 120:7).  In 
either event, know that our salvation and peace are secure: “Therefore, since we have been justified through 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ…” (Romans 5:1) 
 
We thank You, Lord Jesus, that you are our Prince of Peace, and that in You we have a peace that passes 
understanding. 
 
Pastor Glenn Layne – CrossWay Community Church 
 
 
 



SATURDAY, JUNE 25 
 

Haggai 2:6-9  
 
Are you keeping your eyes focused on the Lord? Are you trusting that He is the Savior of the world, the one 
God told us he was sending so long ago through the prophet Haggai? 
 
The Lord told His people that He would shake the heavens and the earth. In the shaking would come judgment 
but also a preparation for the new “house”.  When our lives are shaken, we get the opportunity to get 
ourselves right before God. 
 
The temple had been rebuilt and destroyed again and through Haggai, so here the Lord is explaining what is 
to come. But it wasn’t a temple or a house that the Lord was talking about. He was giving the people a hint that 
what was coming was greater than those. What was coming was what the nations desired, the Messiah. 
 
Through Haggai, the Lord told them that everything from the former temple is his, all silver and gold. They 
didn’t need to concern themselves with making the new temple better than the last because the Lord would fill 
this house with glory and with peace. Jesus is the Prince of Peace and the King of Glory  
(Isaiah 9:6, Hebrews 1:3) 
 
Lord, thank you that you sent your Son so that my sins are taken care of once and for all. May I keep my eyes 
on Jesus and trust in Him alone. 
 
Lara Farrell – CrossWay Community Church 
 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 26 
 

Joshua 8:33-35 
 
What role does God’s word play in your life?  I once consulted for a church and the pastor told me that one 
Sunday he was chatting with a member as he walked back to his car.  When they got there, he opened the 
trunk and put his Bible in, because, as he said, that way he knew where it was for next week! 
 
Joshua 8 recounts a time when the whole nation of Israel read aloud God’s blessings for obedience and his 
curses for disobedience.  They took God’s word with earnest seriousness.   
 
Are you a “trunk Bible” kind of believer?  Please, no!--the word God is our lifeline.  Hear it daily; live it moment 
by moment; pray it constantly.   
 
Lord, we thank you for your word.  As we open it daily, we pray, open our lives to you and your ways.  In 
Jesus, Amen. 
 
Pastor Glenn Layne – CrossWay Community Church 
 
 
NOTES: 
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MONDAY, JUNE 27 

 
Psalm 111 

 
Fear. This is a word that has a lot of misunderstanding around itself when it comes to referencing the way we 
should see the Lord. In this psalm it sounds like only those who fear will be provided for. Those who fear God 
will have wisdom. But that is a misconstrued way to read the Hebrew text. Yirah is the original Hebrew word in 
verses 5 and 10. This word does mean fear, more specifically the trembling feeling around that word. It is not 
the same as scared. Yirah also means respect and worship. It means the feeling of awe. And can’t we be so in 
awe of something that our knees tremble and we find ourselves falling to the ground? This understanding of 
fear makes one think of other times people have fallen to their knees because the presence of God was so 
near. We remember Moses in prayer. The woman who washed Jesus’ feet with perfume. Jesus as He washed 
the feet of the disciples. John of Patmos after hearing and seeing the revelation of the Lord.  
 
May we so praise the Lord that our whole being shows the awe we have for God. Because it is true, 
redemption has already come. Christ has already given us the greatest hope we could ask for; to have an 
eternity with our loving God in a place where there are no more tears, striving, or pain. God has already 
empowered us with the Holy Spirit so that we may live our lives more and more like Him, in worship to God 
and in service to others.  
 
Prayer: Lord may you remind us every day that to praise you and serve those around us is a gift. Remind us of 
your faithfulness and steadfast love for us always. In Jesus name, Amen.  
 
Pastor Katie Donaldson - Fallbrook United Methodist Church 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1620+S+Stage+Coach+Ln,+Fallbrook,+CA+92028/@33.3578723,-117.2321876,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x80dc792e54f0d4c7:0x765aa3b2905f6cd1!8m2!3d33.3578678!4d-117.2299989


TUESDAY, JUNE 28 
 

Philippians 4:6 
 
You probably have had the question pass through your thoughts, what is the point of praying? You find 
yourself past the point of worrying and you are hopeless. Friends, let me tell you that is ok. Look at all of 
Scripture, there are so many occasions when people feel hopeless or as if God is nowhere to be found. But go 
back and read this verse again, I will wait. That initial point of worry happens to everyone. As followers of God, 
we have the privilege to know it does not get the final word. Darkness, hopelessness, anxiety, depression, 
badness; these things do not get to take center stage. We make a choice to come before God saying, “It is too 
much Lord, please help. Transform this into something good. Bring the light into this space.” And if you are in a 
spot where you do not even believe in that possibility, remember that God does miracles. Miracles that can 
bring a dead man back to life. Miracles that allow you to go through a season, or seasons, of darkness to 
come out the other side refined and thankful for the way the Lord never left your side.  
 
If you do not know the type of low I am speaking to, I am grateful for your experience of life. Be aware we have 
neighbors in our very village and churches who struggle daily with these ideas. Pray for them. Pray that 
everyone may come to know the Lord who has been loving them since before they were formed in their 
mother’s womb. May we be one another’s companions on this journey, spurring one another towards the light 
and away from the darkness. Let us pray and make our requests known to God, ourselves, and each other.  
 
Prayer: Lord you know our inner beings’ deepest desires and our life’s journey. We lay these things before you 
and ask you to transform them to be a beacon of hope in a world that seems to be surrounded by darkness. 
We claim the hope and the power of light in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen! 
 
Pastor Katie Donaldson - Fallbrook United Methodist Church 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29 
 

Matthew 12:25 
 
Did you know that “church” and “Church” mean two different things? As my mother likes to say, “We serve 
God and we all are a part of the capital ‘C’ church.” The capital ‘C’ church is what I believe the majority of us 
reading this are: the fellowship of believers, the ambassadors of Christ, the Communion of Saints. These all 
mean the same thing, those who claim Christ as their Lord. Even though the people following this devotional 
span an array of churches we all are a part of the Body of Christ. We each have a special role to play in the 
kingdom of God. Some have beautiful support groups, others youth groups that help remind the next 
generation they have a place to gather, and many are places where old friends can gather to feel encouraged 
and supported in their faith.  
 
Let us not be envious of one another. Let us not be divided. Let us be united in our love for God and for 
neighbor. When we gather in prayer, we are opening ourselves up to the Holy Spirit to move in new ways, for 
many of us into uncharted territory. The Spirit will unite us and help us be an example to Fallbrook that there is 
something greater at work than a singular denominational church. God is at work! God is doing a good thing 
that allows us each to feel uplifted and encouraged to serve our neighbors and one another in the unique way 
we have each been guided to do. Well done faithful servants.  
 
Prayer: Jesus we pray for unity and for your steadfast love to be at the core of all we do. We do not know what 
work you are calling the Church of Fallbrook to do. But we are stepping out in faith to the movement of the 
Spirit. Unite us in the good work of Your Kingdom. May it be so. Amen.  
 
Pastor Katie Donaldson - Fallbrook United Methodist Church 
 
 



THURSDAY, JUNE 30 
 

Colossians 2: 6-8 
 

I have a plant that has root rot. It is a very sad situation that has resulted in many cutting backs, multiple 
replantings, and dishearteningly the plant is still not doing well. This is a huge problem because if the plant 
does not have the opportunity to set good roots it can be swept away by the littlest breeze, killed by a small 
freeze, and in the end never bloom like it was intended.  
 
In many ways we each are like this plant. May we be so rooted in Christ Jesus the Lord that our lives are able 
to thrive. We can have a faith that is thankful in every season. We are able to be rooted in the fruits of the 
Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. If these 
things are at our core the deceit that is not of Christ will have no chance of overtaking us. We need to be 
rooted firmly in these so that we can be beacons of hope to a world filled with people who desperately need 
the care of God.  
 
As you read Colossians 2:6-8 may you feel the power you have in your faith because Christ has chosen to live 
life with you. You can be thankful in all seasons because you know your hope lies in the tender care of God. It 
is not human tradition that calls us to pray, it is the awe that all creation has for its Maker. Let us pray that our 
city may come to know this faith and the hope it has to offer.  
 
Prayer: God may we be true examples of the way you show up in all aspects of our life. We thank you for 
showing up even when we doubt. We thank you for your faithfulness and steadfast love for us, our families, 
and our city. Encourage our hearts to be a blessing to those we meet each and every day. Amen.  
 
Pastor Katie Donaldson - Fallbrook United Methodist Church 
 
 

FRIDAY, JULY 1 
 

Philippians 3:13-14 
 
There are days when we feel like we have it figured out, this crazy and unpredictable thing called life. The 
reality is that feeling is fleeting and often comes from us analyzing all the ways we have lived instead of 
focusing on what our passage implies, the Kingdom of God. Jesus’ whole life was centered on that goal, how 
can I best serve God and neighbor? This is why as we read the Gospels, we see countless ways Christ cared 
for those around himself, because how we treat others is a reflection of how we serve God. By caring for our 
neighbor, we are saying, “God I am thankful for how you have provided me with ___ to serve this person.” 
Sometimes that blank is some extra food for the Fallbrook Food Pantry or a Pay it Forward card at Fallbrook 
Coffee Company. Sometimes it is helping care for the widow’s yard or helping bring up a neighbor’s trash bin. 
Often it is simply our presence and the act of listening that matters the most.  
 
May we as a community of faith in Christ; crossing denominational lines, spanning generations: agree that we 
will strive forward to see everyone as Christ did. Let us go the extra mile to say a kind word and listen to or 
neighbors. Go care for those around you without expectations of reciprocation. Treat every day as a new 
opportunity to strive towards our heavenly call to love the Lord our God with our whole being and our neighbor 
as Christ has demonstrated for us.  
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father we pray for your kingdom to come here to Fallbrook as it is in heaven. Guide us to 
see those around us through the lens of your radical grace. Thank you for the privilege it is to strive to care for 
those around us. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.  
 
Pastor Katie Donaldson - Fallbrook United Methodist Church 
 
 



SATURDAY, JULY 2 
 

1 Chronicles 16: 11 
 
One sentence. At surface level it seems easy. Of course, we desire the strength and presence of the Lord. But 
when we break it down and consider all the implications this type of intimate relationship with God means we 
should pause. We stop because we reflect on the things we’d rather the Lord not know. We reflect on the ways 
we seem to constantly lean on our own strength.  
 
This may seem like a short devotional entry, but it is allowing space for reflection in a different way. I 
encourage you to read and reflect on this verse one word at a time. You will begin by reading ‘seek’, then 
pause, and allow your mind to wander. Think about what this word means in this moment, because you will 
ask this question again in six words time. Make connections to other scripture, memories in your life, however 
the Spirit desires. Once you have worked your way through each word and complete your time with 
‘continually’, read the passage one last time in its entirety.  
 
Prayer: Holy Spirit thank you for meeting us in this verse. May we as a community be seeking you in every 
moment of our lives. Continue to create in us a desire to grow in our relationship with you and those around 
us. Let us leave this moment feeling at peace and strengthened to go spread the Gospel. In Jesus name, 
Amen.  
 
Pastor Katie Donaldson - Fallbrook United Methodist Church 
 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 3 
 

Isaiah 35: 1-2 
 
Fallbrook is a beautiful place to be in springtime. Yes, we are in a dessert but the way the colors burst in at full 
speed is breathtaking. The purples taking over mountain sides. The yellows scream that rain and sun are here. 
It is easy to be in awe of the imagination of God when it comes to springtime. To grow takes some work and 
care though. All this beauty takes a certain amount of water and nutrients. But it is all worth it when you can 
witness the majesty of God in creation 
 
These verses are encapsulating the joyous feeling of life and hope. It doesn’t matter what is next because right 
now there is blossoming. This blossoming is not an easy thing, and it takes time. Similarly, here we are as the 
Fallbrook Church community to say the Gospel of hope can blossom here. Use us, Lord. Show us how to 
bathe this village in prayer so it may come to know Your glory and Your type of hope that can spring up in the 
driest of desserts. Continue to guide us in our own journeys that are striving to become more and more like 
You loving Lord. May the relationship we each have with Christ be a well that we can easily share with those 
we meet.  
 
Prayer: Dear God, allow me to see You in the world around me today. Have me look upon nature and 
recognize it as Your beautiful creation to be admired. May You guide me to share Your love and joy to all 
those I meet. In Christ name I pray. Amen.  
 
Pastor Katie Donaldson - Fallbrook United Methodist Church 
 
 
NOTES: 
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MONDAY, JULY 4 

 
Job 29:4-6 

 
Job was a man who knew both deep sorrow and tragic loss.  He longed for the days when God blessed him 
with a beloved family, vibrant health and more wealth and success than we could possibly imagine.  What 
bothered Job most when he remembered those days was the feeling that God had abandoned him once they 
were gone.  Although most of us can’t relate to the size of Job’s loss, we can all relate to some of the 
questions he must have asked, “Where is God in tragedy and where is He when life is hard?”   
 
Isaiah’s words in chapter 43 anchor us in truth if we are currently facing one of life’s storms. “When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. 
When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I am the LORD 
your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior;”  
 
We can count on the fact that we will all face trials and loss in this life.  We can also know beyond a shadow of 
a doubt that we will not face those trials alone. Where is God in tragedy?  God is with us!  He will never leave 
us and He will never forsake us.   He is the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.  
        
         
J.D. Larson – North Coast Church Fallbrook 
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TUESDAY, JULY 5 

 

Isaiah 40:28-31 
 

Isaiah is a prophet during the time of God’s promised wrath over the Israelites for their betrayal and 

faithless pursuit of foreign gods and idols.  For 40 years, Isaiah has been warning God’s people to turn from 

their ways and return to the Lord.  He warns of coming judgement, declaring God’s case against his people, 

their neighbors and all the earth. Then in chapter 40, Isaiah turns his focuses to God’s unequaled power 

and the promise of future deliverance for His people 

The Israelites suffered greatly under God’s judgment for their unrepentant sins.  They feel 

abandoned and doubt the Lord sees their troubles and despair. But God sends words of comfort and hope 

through Isaiah.  God promises to lead his flock like a shepherd, gathering the lambs in his arms and 

carrying them close to his heart.  God has a heart for relationship with His people.   

God reminds his people that He is all powerful with no equal.  He challenges their knowledge of him; 

“Do you not know? Have you not heard?”  He created the heavens and the earth.  He brings the stars out 

each evening, one by one.  Calling each by name, counting them to see that none are lost or have strayed 

away. How much more does the Lord care for his people, his most precious creation, made in His image? 

He reminds his people that he loves us personally and passionately.  

God knows my name and created me for a purpose!   God is faithful.  He promises strength when I 

am weak and hope when all is lost.  If only I seek him and call on his name. He loves me so much that he 

sent his own son Jesus to suffer and die for my sins.  And through his resurrection I have eternal life!  I have 

hope, strength and joy because of Jesus!  You can too.  
 
Tamara Landes, Children’s Pastor - North Coast Church Fallbrook 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 6 

 
Matthew 26:41 - Watch and Pray 

 
Since 2020 nutraceutical sales have increased by fifty percent and millions of dollars. Those numbers 

are not surprising at all considering that most people have become hyper aware of their immune system and 
want to do as much as they can to support it. We know that the best time to boost your immune system is 
before you are exposed to illness. What we do, what we eat/drink, and how we live makes a big impact! For 
best results, we need to stary fighting illness prior to exposure and we don’t know when exposure will happen. 

Our spiritual battles work in a similar way. The Garden of Gethsemane is the final preparation of the 
spiritual life of Jesus and the disciples before the largest spiritual battle of all time ensued. So, what does 
spiritual “immunity support” look like? In Matthew 26:41, Jesus says: “Watch and pray so that you will not fall 
into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

Jesus knew that the spiritual battle that lay ahead would not only land on Him, but on His followers as 
well. So, He “watched and prayed” and encouraged them to do the same. It was the last opportunity for the 
“spiritual boost” they would need before the most epic spiritual battle would begin. But the disciples gave into 
their bodies, sleep overtook them and the battle came and overtook them. It’s interesting to look at Peter 
specifically. He failed in the temptation that came later because he failed to watch and pray with Jesus. But 
Jesus had victory over the cross because of that last struggle in Gethsemane, praying to the Father for 
strength and not being caught off guard by the coming attack.  

Here is the take away: The spiritual battle is often won or lost before the crisis comes. If watching and 
praying are the key to winning our spiritual battles before they even start, are we grabbing a hold of Jesus’ 
prescription to watch and pray? You are in a spiritual battle every day and prayer is the spiritual weapon that 
we need. Abide in Jesus Christ today to prepare for the spiritual battle tomorrow.  
 
Kristen Lascola, Jr. High Pastor - North Coast Church Fallbrook 
 



THURSDAY, JULY 7 

 
Psalm 45: 3-4 (NIV) 

 
This messianic psalm shows who Christ is. He is the King of Kings and ready for battle. In a call to arms, 
Jesus girds his sword and comes clothed in majesty and splendor. (v. 3) A ready King for an inevitable war. In 
His perfect preparation, Jesus rides forth for battle. He starts the battle victorious. Knowing that nothing can 
halt His victory. He rides forth with truth, humility, and righteousness. Without Jesus truth is made into 
deception, humility turns to pride, and righteousness is my creation.  
 
Do you know who goes into battle for you and what He is armed with? As a disciple of Jesus, it is imperative 
we lean on the work of Jesus. Is Jesus going into battle against my life? Or do I ride into battle clothed in my 
majesty riding my truths, my pride, and my righteousness? Do I leave room for Jesus to come in? Knowing He 
stands victorious over all things in my life. My insecurities, my work, my heart. As the bride of Christ, it is my 
role to surrender all those things to Him who stands victorious. I am but a reflection of the powerful work of 
Jesus. I live so that others may see Jesus coming in with perfection and winning the war. His war against sin, 
against death, and everything counter to His nature is already won. I simply need to lean into knowing who 
stands before me. Jesus will do battle against this world regardless but, do I let him win, or do I put myself 
ahead of Him and try to claim the victory? Know who stands before you and let Him win the battle. 
 
Prayer: God I ask that you give me the strength to let you go before me. I pray that I would know your 
sovereignty in my life and that I would let you be victorious over all things that I put as king over you. Help me 
to boldly follow the King of Kings and know your battle is won. 
 
Jed Gaudet, 4th-5th Grade Pastor - North Coast Church Fallbrook 
 
 

FRIDAY, JULY 8 

 
Ephesians 1:18 

 
Is it me, or does it often feel like things will never get back to “normal”?  It’s easy to feel the weight of the 
world, personally and culturally and to wonder if we will return to simple anytime soon.  We feel the depths of 
despair, division, and disdain like never before.   
 
On our own we have nothing worth living for - because the moment we think we do, something changes.  You 
lose it, it fades, it eludes us - leaving us empty or void.  But God being ever so stable, reachable, and loving 
gives us more.  You have been called to hope.  In Ephesians, Paul writes to a city to remind them, and us 
now, of the hope to which we have been called - a hope that is just one prayer away.   
 
For us Christians, even on this side of tragedy and persecution, hardship, and pain we still choose Christ 
because we recognize that our freedom, joy, and hope are untouchable.  When we get scared, overwhelmed, 
or anxious - we get to pray to a God who listens.  We get to rejoice that what hurts us is all temporary.  We get 
to rejoice that our hope is eternal.   
 
Pray this over yourself today:  
 
Father, enlighten me to the great hope I have in you, even on the days I can’t find it on my own. Would you 
remind me of the great lengths to which you went to close the gap between you and I?  I’m sorry for how easily 
I forget.  Thank you for hearing me.  Thank you for loving me well.  Thank you for calling me to hope on the 
days that I answer to my despair.  You are good and worth living for and I am grateful.   
 
In your name I pray, amen.   
 
Taylor Osborn, Associate Pastor - North Coast Church Fallbrook 



SATURDAY, JULY 9 

 
Psalm 102:15-22 

 
The title of this psalm is A Prayer of the afflicted, when he is overwhelmed and pours out his complaint before 
the LORD. This afflicted one borrowed his tone and some of his phrasing from Job, who is the Old 
Testament’s greatest example of affliction. Many phrases also match others in the psalms. This psalm 
describes Jerusalem (Zion) in a state of ruin. If this is taken as literal ruin, the psalm may have been written by 
those in exile who mourned over both their personal and national affliction.   
 
In verses 15-22, the Psalmist radically shifts his focus from earth to heaven – from his dilemma of God – and 
basks in the eternal outworking of God’s redemptive plan. The psalmist found encouragement for his own 
situation by looking to God’s relationship with Israel collectively as a model of His relationship with the psalmist 
individually, both relationships being based on the same divine expressions of mercy, grace, and unconditional 
choice. In verse 18, the psalmist calls for a record to be written for the generations to come. No matter what 
happened, the Lord would be faithful to all future generations, so that a people yet to be created may praise 
the Lord … and tell of the name of the Lord in Zion.  
 
Thomas Hartwell Horne took these words and made them into a fit prayer for the afflicted believer today: “Look 
down, O Lord Jesu, yet once again upon thy servants, still under the dominion of death, and the bondage of 
corruption; loose these chains, even these also, O Lord, and bring us forth into the glorious liberty of thy 
children.” 
 
North Coast Church Fallbrook 
 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 10 

 
2 Chronicles 7:14 NIV 

 
No one starts an unknown journey with the wrong destination plugged into the GPS. Even a ship sailing a 
couple degrees off course can land in a completely different destination altogether. This is what sin does in our 
lives. Psalm 1:1 says “Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that 
sinners take or sit in the company of mockers”. It is a slow, gradual process, but somehow, we end up from 
just walking around sin, to fully sitting comfortably in it.  
 
From the context of 2 Chronicles 7, we know the Lord is speaking directly to Solomon. It’s a clear and direct 
warning from God to the people of Israel, that they need to 1. Remember to Whom they belong and 2. Check 
their hearts and their actions. What better self-check system could we have than that? As Christians we must 
live out that we are His. We fall under the name of Jesus Christ—in all areas of our life. That means trusting 
Him enough to obey His Word and do what He says (Matthew 7:17). We must humble ourselves, giving credit 
where credit is due (James 1:17). We must turn from our sin to our loving and gracious Father, who is eagerly 
waiting for our return. It’s not going to be easy, but take heart, for your brothers and sisters in Christ are all on 
this journey as well.  
 
Today, remember that you are called by His name and that you can always run back to your loving 
Father.  Pray this today: Thank you, Holy Spirit, for convicting me in the moments I’m in need of a heart check. 
Help me follow You with my mind, body, and spirit. Give me the strength I need to represent You well. In 
Jesus’ holy name I pray, amen. 
 
 
Audrey Gaudet, Campus Administrator - North Coast Church Fallbrook 
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MONDAY, JULY 11 

 
LUKE 6:31 - And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them 

 
We all know it...the "Golden Rule" which has become such a familiar approach to human relationships.  It's so 
simple and it makes so much sense but it is very hard for most of us to follow.  There's a fleshly desire we all 
at times struggle with and that is the desire to be treated better than we treat others.  But the statement is so 
clear, we are to "do", it's a very proactive positive approach to how we treat others.  We are to engage with 
others in a manner that reflects how we want to be treated and interacted with.   
 
Jesus, of course, is our example of how we are to treat others.  He acted with unconditional love to a world 
that was in dire straits, no hope and completely helpless in our sin. The implication of the Golden Rule is that 
we don't stand at a distance when we see the needs of others but we ask, when a need is observed, "would i 
want someone to help me if I were in that predicament?"...."would it be helpful if someone reached out to me 
intentionally with a concrete desire to help?".   
 
Most of us, if we can get past our pride would admit, "yes there have been times when I could have used some 
help in my life".   We've all had those moments and we are to remember that when we observe someone else 
in need.   It's more than just saying "be warm and filled".   It's a concrete effort on our part to make a tangible 
difference in the life of others.  It's an effort to show the love of Christ that could ultimately lead to a life 
changed for eternity...and for that matter, it could lead to many lives changed for eternity.   
 
Let's live out the Golden Rule every day of our lives.   Let's look for opportunities to reach out to someone 
when we see the need.  Of course, all of this would be done in the name of Christ, to bring Him honor and 
glory because that is the ultimate goal of our lives, which is for other who may experience our "light" and then 
"give thanks to our Father who is in Heaven!!    
 
Pastor Mel – Riverview Church 
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TUESDAY, JULY 12 
 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10  
 
Solomon's math is very much "new math".  In essence what he is saying is that 1+1=more than two.   We've all 
been there when we have had to work alone.  There are times I couldn't lift things alone and I was stuck, times 
I needed someone to hold a flashlight so I had two hands free (I didn't have one of those "helmet lights").  
There have been times I've felt discouraged in the work and I really needed someone to encourage me on...to 
keep me going.   There have been times when the example of the other worker has spurred us on in our work 
ethic...and maybe you've experienced those times when you have been hurt and you were thankful there was 
someone there who could help you in your time of need.   
 
This concept reiterates what our Creator God proclaimed in the very beginning of Creation, "it is not good for 
man to be alone".  The Lord knows that we are better, we work better, we accomplish more, and thereby 
glorify God better when we are in relationship with others and in tune with any problems or needs that come 
up in the course of completing a project.    
 
With that in mind, strive to be that fellow worker that everyone wants to work with.  Seek to be that person who 
is more in tune with the needs of others than your own needs.  That's when the Lord can truly accomplish 
more together than we ever could alone.  That is the goal of the church as well, that our community by the 
strength of the Lord can accomplish more for the Kingdom of Christ than we ever imagined.  
 
Pastor Mel – Riverview Church 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13 
 

Psalm 117 
 
This Psalm is short and sweet and magnificent.  It calls everyone, Jew and Gentile alike, to give praise to the 
Lord.  Most of the Psalms call on Israel to give praise but this Psalm is clear..."all nations...all peoples" give 
praise to the Lord for his "steadfast love" and his everlasting faithfulness.    
 
For the most part, Jews had very little patience for the Gentiles but God's heart is for the salvation of the world 
through the nation of Israel.  All people were created equal in God's eyes and are invited into an awesome, 
eternal relationship with our heavenly Father.   Clearly as well, our praise is not only grounded in who the Lord 
is but also in the many ways in which He has blessed us.  The old adage of "counting your blessings remains 
incredibly true here.    
 
Remember what the Lord has done for you and the wonderful salvation that Jesus accomplished on the cross.  
When your down and discouraged, give praise to the Lord for all that He has done.  Count those things in your 
heart and remember you can NEVER outgive God.   The greatest gifts you have ever received are from Him, 
every breath is a gift from God and very little can be done with your "breath".   That is whey Jesus can 
accurately proclaim that without Him, "you can do nothing".    
 
The happiest and most joyful people in the world are those who can truly praise God.   It doesn't mean that 
they are without problems but they have developed the godly habit of praising God in the midst of all 
circumstances because there is a powerful realization that we never walk through these problems alone but 
we have a God who never leaves us and never forsakes us.  In fact, through the problems and the trials our 
God is making us stronger and more prepared to serve Him faithfully in this world that is steeped in rebellion 
against Him.   As you praise Him, the Bible states that the Lord 'inhabits the praise of His people".  You will 
experience a closer fellowship with and more powerful presence of this God that you have dedicated your life 
to love and serve.   
 
Pastor Mel – Riverview Church 



THURSDAY, JULY 14 
 

I JOHN 5:14-15  
 
The first thing that hits the believer in the reading of this passage is that our God listens to our prayers.  He is 
always listening.  There is no need to clap your hands loudly to get God's attention.   He is always fully 
connected to our prayers as we pray them from our hearts.   
 
Another important realization is that our prayers must reflect the will of God.  If our prayers are focused on self-
centered things and never the kingdom of God and the things that God desires, then we are missing out on 
God's will.  It doesn't mean we can't pray the desires of our heart but it always is a lower priority than praying 
according to the will and priorities of the living God.   Jesus consistently prayed for His disciples and His 
followers.  Even on the cross in total agony, Jesus was concerned about others.   So therefore, the closer we 
are to Jesus and His will the more we will pray "rightly" and see God perform in ways that were even greater 
than the things we often want to pray for in our flesh.   
 
A. E. Brooke, a Christian commentator, suggests that John thought of prayer as "Including only requests for 
knowledge of, and acquiescence in, the will of God."  C. H. Dodd, another Christian author, writes: "Prayer 
rightly considered is not a device for employing the resources of omnipotence to fulfil our own desires, but a 
means by which our desires may be redirected according to the mind of God, and made into channels for the 
forces of his will."    
 
Bottom line my brothers and sisters is that God hears your prayer and we are to pray in tune with God and His 
will.   The Lord will answer every prayer with "yes", "no", or "wait" but He will answer and as followers of Christ, 
we push on and endure knowing that our Lord will work all things together for good according to His plan. 
 

Pastor Mel – Riverview Church 
 
 

FRIDAY, JULY 15 
 

Acts 17:24-28  
 
Paul's message on Mar's Hill in Athens is amazing!!  He connects with this non-Jewish culture by finding the 
common ground of creation and telling the Athenians about the awesome creator God who needs nothing and 
is never served by "human hands".  He is a God who needs nothing from us but we are the ones who need 
everything from Him.   This God knows the days of our lives and where we will live them. He is a God with 
unmatched power and knowledge and, the good news is, He is a God that has made Himself wonderfully 
available to us.   
 
So where do the problems of humankind lie?  Certainly not with this awesome God but with people that have 
rebelled against Him and sought other affections in our lives, neglecting the God who gives us life and allows 
us to live every day of our lives.  The sooner we realize that this God is our creator, sustainer, and savior....the 
better off we are!!  The sooner we humble ourselves and realize that we are to be dependent upon Him for our 
strength and sustenance, the more abundant and full and meaningful our lives become.   Paul was in Athens 
to tell them about this God that they described as "unknown" but Paul was committed to tell the entire city 
about Him.   
 
May we, as followers of Christ, have that kind of commitment to tell this post-Christian nation about the God 
that created everything including all of us and loved them enough to make Himself totally accessible to them.  
Jesus came to this earth as the awesome creator, sustainer, and savior and was willing to born as a baby in 
Bethlehem to be that pure Lamb of God who would take away the sins of the world on the cross.  He truly is a 
God worth all of our praise, adoration, love, and devotion.  Thank you, Jesus!!! 
 
Pastor Mel – Riverview Church 



SATURDAY, JULY 16 
 

Psalm 141:2 
 
David paints a vibrant word picture of prayer here.  He represents his prayers as the smoke and smell of 
incense that rises before the Lord.  His posture in prayer is telling as well as his hands are lifted before the 
Lord as another aspect of his gift to God...similar to the gift to God that the evening sacrifice was as well.  The 
evening sacrifice was an acknowledgement that the Lord had brought the worshipper through another day by 
His faithfulness.  Every aspect of this picture is meant to highlight the please nature that our prayers are to 
God and the manner in which our prayers connect us more closely with God as we offer them to Him.  
Hebrews 13:15 describes our praise as a "sacrifice unto God".   Malachi gives the picture that if our hearts are 
not in touch with God as we pray and connect with God, then we might as well shut down our worship and 
close the doors of the temple.  The Lord certainly longs for prayers warriors whose hearts are seeking after 
God with a desire to be more like the Lord in everything we do, and to do those things as an act of worship, as 
living sacrifices holy and acceptable to God (Romans 12:1-3).   
 
Another aspect of incense was that it was to be offered every morning and evening before the Lord, the 
incense was to be pure and properly prepared (Numbers 28:4).   This certainly implies that are prayers are to 
be a daily activity that engages our hearts and minds and are offered "throughout the day".   
1 Thessalonians 5:17 admonishes us to pray without ceasing and reminds us that our God has given us 
amazing access into His presence and to feel that closeness with Him that we can cry out "Abba ("Daddy"), 
Father!"    
 
May your prayers be that sweet smelling incense to God that is pure and continual and offered with a heart 
that is prepared to be in fellowship with your God each and every day!! 
 

Pastor Mel – Riverview Church 
 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 17 
 

1 Peter 4:8-10  
 
What a great summary passage of what Christian community should be like.   We're not just to love, but we 
are to love "earnestly"...some translations have "deeply", others utilize the word "fervently".  One commentator 
said the Greek word here signifies the sense of being stretched and strained "like the taut muscles of an 
athlete who strains to win a race".   What a beautiful picture of a love that gives it's very best to develop 
community and connection with others in a way that represents the kind of church and community that best 
represents the awesome God we serve.   There is so much more that unites us and yet we let little things 
divide us.  That's the conclusion here in this passage that a "deep, fervent love" makes the sins between us a 
small thing....they are sins easily forgive and "forgotten" relationally.  This kind of love doesn't mean we are 
blind to the faults of others but it's a love that acknowledges our own shortcomings as we help others to grow 
through their shortcomings.  It keeps us connected and committed to one another as a beautiful picture of the 
way a healthy "body of Christ" should be.    
 
Then the passage admonishes us to "show hospitality" to one another.  There are those that know how to 
show hospitality, they can make you feel so comfortable in their home as soon as you walk in.  There is a 
sense of love and acceptance that flows through the whole period of time that you spend with them.  May that 
be true of the church, may we all endeavor to help people feel loved an accepted and at home every time they 
walk into our church or into our home.   This is a way to allow every gift in the body of Christ (as stated in 
verse 10) to be used most effectively if the church becomes this fantastic place of love that the world cannot 
find apart from the church and apart from each of us who are committed to live in a way that is reflected in the 
heart of this passage. 
 
Pastor Mel – Riverview Church 
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MONDAY, JULY 18 

 
Philippians 1:9-11 

 
How should we pray for the Church of Jesus Christ?  Not just for my church, but for the Church?  It’s not my 
church versus your church.  It’s His church, and we are His body.  We are all in this together!  The more we 
can demonstrate our sincere unity in Christ, the more powerful our witness will be to our community that the 
Kingdom of God is not about “us” against “them,” but rather, it’s about God with all of us – Immanuel!  
 
So how can I more effectively pray, not just for “my” church, but for all of God’s churches here in Fallbrook?  In 
this short but beautiful prayer, the Apostle Paul gives us some very practical guidelines we can follow as we 
intercede for the ONE Body of Christ!  
 

1. Pray that your love for your Christian brothers and sisters would overflow, regardless of the 
local fellowship they attend.  There should be no division in the body of Christ, but all of its “parts” 
should have equal concern for each other.  “If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is 
honored, every part rejoices with it” (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:25-26). 

2. Pray specifically that we as the body of Christ would love with “depth of insight” (i.e., with 
“moral perception”).   The world is constantly reading about all kinds of scandals and moral 
impropriety running rampant in the church.  Pray that God will give his church knowledge and insight on 
how to make moral decisions based on the character of Jesus in all we say and do.   

3. Pray that God’s church would be able to “discern what is best,” rather than “majoring in the 
minors.”  The church’s primary call is to live and share the Gospel of Jesus.  This is what’s “best,” and 
everything else is “secondary.” 

4. Pray that the church will live a life Jesus will be proud of:  bountiful in good fruit, making Christ 
attractive to all.  O Lord, let your light shine through your church today, so that people may see your 
love in action, and give glory to God!   

 
Pastor Jerome Marroquin – SonRise Christian Fellowship 



TUESDAY, JULY 19 
 

Isaiah 28 
 

The Church is called to be both “pastoral” (having the heart of a caring shepherd) and “prophetic” (daring to 
speak the truth in love).  This is what we witness in today’s scripture passage through the admonitions of 
Isaiah. In Isaiah’s day, the kings of Judah often lacked the integrity and spiritual strength to oppose evil and to 
walk humbly before the Lord.  The same is true today.  Sadly, many priests and prophets were also incapable 
of catching God’s vision and rendering wise decisions (v. 7).  Arrogance and pride dominated the lives of 
God’s people.  They became boastful, entitled, and unteachable (vv. 9, 14-15).  The same is true today.  But 
God warns them (and us!) that those who insist on building their homes and their nations on the rubble of lies, 
self-reliance, and injustice will ultimately not stand (vv. 17-19). 
 
Today prayerfully mediate on this entire chapter.  Read it slowly and carefully.  
Ask yourself in the presence of the Lord: 
 

1. What examples from national news stories can you think of where a person’s pride, arrogance 
and self-indulgence have ultimately led to disaster for their reputation, their people, or their 
nation?  Do you tend to react to these stories more by shaking your head in disgust, or by 
bowing your head in repentance and examining your own life? 

2. What do you hear God telling you personally today in this prophetic passage?  What are you 
building your life on:  the rubble of human pride, or the sure foundation of our Sovereign Lord? 

 
Merciful and Righteous God, today, in these perilous and uncertain times, grant me the grace to stand on 
Christ the solid rock.  You alone, Lord Jesus, are the precious Cornerstone for a sure foundation.  All other 
ground is sinking sand.  Amen. 
 
Pastor Jerome Marroquin – SonRise Christian Fellowship 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 20 
 

Isaiah 41:10 
 

“Do not fear!”  Over and over again we read these comforting words throughout the Scriptures.  And why 
should we not be afraid?  “For I am with you,” the Lord says.  “I am your God, and I will strengthen you.  I will 
uphold you.”  Do you truly believe this?  Do I?  
 
Ask yourself:  Am I living more in fear these days … or in faith?   
Write down three specific things you are afraid of or worried about today: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
Find a quiet, secluded place.  In solitude, place your hands on your knees, palms down, and quietly and 
honestly confess these fears out loud to the Lord.  Now, turn the palms of your hands, facing upward, and 
simply be still.  Know He is God – the One who promises to uphold you with his righteous right hand.  Don’t 
speak.  Don’t ask for anything.  Simply be silent and let the Lord love you and hold your hand in his.  Entrust 
yourself completely to him.  Lay your burdens down at his precious feet.   
 
“Help me, O Lord, to be still and wait patiently for you.  I offer to you each of my anxieties and worries this day.  
Teach me to be prayerfully attentive and to rest in you as I enter into the many activities of this day.  In Jesus’ 
name, amen.” (Peter Scazzero, Emotionally Healthy Spirituality Day by Day) 
 
Pastor Jerome Marroquin – SonRise Christian Fellowship 



THURSDAY, JULY 21 
 

Proverbs 4:6 
 

So many words.  So many opinions.  So many editorials … So little wisdom. We live in an information age.  
Have a question about something?  Just Google it!  Today everywhere we turn, people seem to have a ready 
answer for any problem or ailment we may face.  Everyone (from social media influencers to presidential 
candidates to your next-door neighbor) has an opinion about what is right, what is good, and what is true. But, 
according to the Bible, it is possible to be knowledgeable, and yet lack wisdom.   
 
Charles Spurgeon once said: “Wisdom is the right use of knowledge.  To know is not to be wise.  Many men 
know a great deal and are all the greater fools for it.  There is no fool so great a fool as a knowing fool.  But to 
know how to use knowledge is to have wisdom.” In other words:  Knowledge is knowing what to say.  Wisdom 
is knowing when, how, and whether or not to say it.  “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and 
knowledge of the Holy One is understanding” (Proverbs 9:10).  Wisdom is having the mind of Christ.  It is the 
fitting and God-honoring application of the knowledge that comes from above.  Knowledge understands the 
light has turned red; wisdom applies the brakes.  Knowledge recognizes quicksand when it sees it; wisdom 
walks around it.  Knowledge memorizes the Ten Commandments and the Beatitudes; wisdom obeys them.  
Knowledge learns about God; wisdom loves God with all one’s heart, soul, mind, and strength.   
 
“Gracious and holy Father, give us wisdom to perceive you, intelligence to understand you, diligence to seek 
you, patience to wait for you, eyes to behold you, a heart to meditate on you, and a life to proclaim you; 
through the power of the Spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.” (Benedict of Nursia, c. 480 – c. 540)    
 
Pastor Jerome Marroquin – SonRise Christian Fellowship 
 
 

FRIDAY, JULY 22 
 

Luke 18:1-8 
 

After the Duke of Wellington led his troops in victory in the decisive battle against Napoleon’s army at 
Waterloo, he was asked to compare the courage of the two armies.  “My soldiers were not braver than the 
enemy,” he observed.  “But they were brave five minutes longer.”   

 
Perseverance.  Endurance.  Rare commodities in this Age of Instant Gratification!  We tend to believe if 
something is really “good,” then it should be effortless.  Just think of how often we pray for things to go 
“smoothly,” i.e., without any annoying detours or unexpected trouble along the way.  But that’s not how Jesus 
teaches us to pray.  He simply says we “should always pray and not give up.” But this parable can be 
problematic.  Is prayer “nagging God?”  Are we supposed to think of God as a selfish judge who needs to be 
pestered until he finally agrees to answer our prayers?  Clearly, when we lift up our requests, God’s timing 
does not always coincide with ours.  However, the unjust judge in Jesus’ parable delays to answer due to his 
selfish indifference.  In contrast, our Heavenly Father longs to give us good gifts (Matthew 7:11; James 1:17), 
but like a good parent, he doesn’t immediately give his children everything they ask for as soon as they want it!  
Delay helps me clarify what I really need, and it builds character and patience, as I continue to cry out and 
personally wrestle with God.  As Campbell Morgan once said: “The man who makes prayer a scheme by 
which occasionally he tries to get something for himself has not learned the deep, profound secret of prayer.  
Prayer is life passionately wanting, wishing, desiring God’s triumph.”   
 
The point of this parable does not concern the goodness of God, but the endurance of his children.  God is not 
like the unjust judge, but are we like the widow?  We can count on him to answer, but can he count on us to 
keep asking, seeking, and knocking? “I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word, I put my hope.” 
(Psalm 130:5) 
 
Pastor Jerome Marroquin – SonRise Christian Fellowship 



SATURDAY, JULY 23 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 
 

What does it mean to “pray without ceasing?”  Does it mean going around all day long with my head bowed 
and my eyes closed, talking nonstop to God?  To pray means to be attentive to God, to be intentionally mindful 
of his Presence, and alert to his will and his wooing throughout each hour of each day.  It is an attitude of the 
heart – regardless of what I happen to be doing at the time: “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, 
do it all for the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31).  It is possible to pray without words.  Unceasing prayer is 
continual dependence upon and communion with our Heavenly Father through the power of the Holy Spirit 
(Romans 8:26-27).  It means not only speaking, but learning to listen for the still small voice of our Savior – 
whether we are worshipping in church on Sunday, or washing the car on Monday.  Continual, persistent, 
incessant prayer is an indispensable part of Christian discipleship that flows out of a heart of humility and 
absolute dependence upon God. 
 
“When the Spirit has come to reside in someone, that person cannot stop praying; for the Spirit prays without 
ceasing in him.  No matter if he is asleep or awake, prayer is going on in his heart all the time.  He may be 
eating or drinking, he may be resting or working – the incense of prayer will ascend spontaneously from his 
heart.  The slightest stirring of his heart is like a voice which sings in silence and in secret to the Invisible.” 
(Isaac the Syrian, c. 613 – c. 700) “Lord Jesus Christ, as we go about our day, we pray that you would 
recognize not only your word on our lips but also your actions in our deeds.  Amen.”  
(Shane Clairborne & Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove, Common Prayer:  A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals) 

 
Pastor Jerome Marroquin – SonRise Christian Fellowship 
 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 24 
 

Psalm 133:1 
 

We are presently living in perhaps the most divisive and polarizing time I can ever recall.  Just the other 
evening, during this year’s Academy Awards program, a well-known, beloved movie star walked up to a 
comedian, and slapped him in the face in the middle of his routine.  He then began shouting obscenities at 
him, as the entire audience and the whole world looked on in shock and disbelief.  The comedian had used 
this movie star’s wife as the “punch-line” for one of his jokes, making a rude and insensitive comment.   
Immediately twitter and social media went wild.  Who was right and who was wrong?  Who was the “jerk,” and 
who “got what he deserved?”  Watching this, I couldn’t help but think:  This is just a microcosm of our warring 
world right now.  We see it in our politics, we see it in our celebrities, and, sadly, too often we see it in our 
churches as well. Which “side” are you on?  Are you “with us,” or “against us?”  Are you friend or foe?  Who 
did you vote for?  Only those who agree with “us” are welcome here!   
 
Jesus agrees with our psalmist today.  In his final prayer before his crucifixion, Jesus prays for his church “that 
all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.  May they also be in us so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me” (John 17:21).  “As I have loved you,” Jesus says, “so you must love one 
another.  By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:34-35). But 
what happens when, instead of seeing love, the world sees how ugly and repulsive it is when Christians 
constantly fight and bicker among themselves, and make war with their surrounding culture?   
 
Today prayerfully ask yourself:  What do you think is more important to our Lord Jesus?  That we “win the 
battle,” and be proved “right,” or, that we demonstrate grace and mercy to the undeserving, forgive one 
another, and be reconciled to our enemies? “Lord Jesus, as we look at you on the cross, with your arms 
outstretched in proffered embrace, we pray, forgive us, Lord, for we know not what we do.  Amen.”  
(Brian Zahnd, The Unvarnished Jesus) 
 
Pastor Jerome Marroquin – SonRise Christian Fellowship 
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MONDAY, JULY 25 

 
Psalm 37:30-31  

James reminds us that the tongue, although small, is a weapon for destruction when used outside the Spirit of 
God and a tool for good, when guided by God. We also know that out of the heart, the mouth speaks, the body 
moves, actions are taken, habits are formed, lives are changed – all from the heart and the tongue.  

May we use our tongues to speak wisdom – the wisdom that comes from above, not that which originates on 
earth, outside the mind and heart of Christ. How do we know what to speak? How do we know what is good 
and righteous, merciful, and true? We find it in the Word, the law of God. A believer who is not only in the 
Word, but surrenders to the work of the law in their lives, will speak the heart of Christ. Experience can 
influence us, opinions can sway us, but the law of God is unchangeable – it is always right, always good.  

May what we speak come straight from the heart of God. Model the words of Christ, who spoke healing to the 
broken, forgiveness to the sinful, freedom to the entangled, love to unloved, purpose to the wandering and 
truth to the seeker. May the nature of God be so deeply rooted and tended within our hearts, that love, in 
action, is the fruit.  Not only does the law of God form our words, but it directs our paths. The law of God keeps 
our feet in the right direction that others may follow and be led to God. They are a compass to us and a 
megaphone to others.  

May your words be formed deep in God and your actions mirror those of Christ. 

Pastor Armando Garcia – Servant’s Church 



TUESDAY, JULY 26 
 

Ecclesiastes 6:1-5 
 
This is a reality of many in the Western world. We spend a lifetime chasing those things that we believe will 
make us secure, happy, and comfortable. So many in our country sincerely believe that if they had a little more 
wealth then it would be enough. We seek wealth to buy more possessions. But far too often the mantra we live 
by is he who has the most toys wins!  But possessions no matter how many we have are never meant to 
satisfy the longings of the human heart or give meaning or purpose to our existence. This leads many to 
despair.  
 
Coming to this reality does not have to be a dead-end, as philosopher Peter Kreeft says, “Despair itself can be 
hopeful if it is honest.” Hopeful, if we face that we are not made to live for creature comforts but for something 
far greater which is to know God and enjoy him forever, then we can live in the hope that this broken world will 
be made new.  
 
As we consider the direction of our nation let us pray that we can be honest, honest and repentant about our 
idols and hopeful of what God can do now and what he has promised to do in the future.  
 
Pastor Armando Garcia – Servant’s Church 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27 
 

Mark 11:24 

 
As we continue to pray for our nation and make our requests known to God, we ask ourselves; where is our 
faith right now? Be encouraged to lean into Jesus and rely on God’s truth and love. Hold tight onto the promise 
that gives us. Deuteronomy 31:6 “Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is 
the Lord your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.”  

“Faith is not merely holding to certain teachings, such as that God exists, but rather it is a strong conviction 
that the world around us in part of a greater plan, God’s plan.  Faith means that although at times the world 
looks chaotic and uncontrolled, we feel deep down that this chaotic world is not where we truly live.  Rather, 
our existences are guided by God’s strength and power” 

Bottom line: we cry out to God because we believe He hears us and He will answer because HE is ABLE! 
Ephesians 3:20. Martin Luther King quotes “The God whom we worship is not a weak and incompetent God. 
He is able to beat back gigantic waves of opposition and to bring low prodigious mountains of evil. The ringing 
testimony of the Christian faith is that God is able.” 

 
Trust in the Lord today as he hears our prayers and answers as we continue to pray for the nation. 
 
Pastor Armando Garcia – Servant’s Church 
 
 
NOTES: 

 

 

 



THURSDAY, JULY 28 

1 Timothy 2:1-8 

As a Jewish scholar, Paul no doubt spent countless hours arguing, reasoning, debating, teaching, and 
wrestling with spiritual concepts and this naturally continued, as a disciple of Christ. Through his writings, we 
see that he had a way of cutting to the chase, which could have been an inherent trait or a result of years of 
being questioned. Here he gets directly to the heart of the issue; regardless of how you feel about the powers 
that be, pray for them. In fact, instead of belaboring the point as to whether these dignitaries are worthy of their 
attention or lambasting them for their decisions that affect the readers or comparing and contrasting their 
legislations to the truth of Christ, he instead lifts our eyes from the kingdom of earth to the Kingdom of God. 
Paul doesn’t waste time on these ungodly men, but distracts the reader – look to Christ.  

Paul almost loses himself in the person of Christ; he gets caught up in the moment. Pray for all, live in peace, 
because God…he then goes off subject in a trail of beautiful distraction with the person and finished work of 
Jesus, his calling in Him and his spiritual practice as a result. By verse 8, he returns to answer their 
question…because of everything I’ve REMINDED you about Christ and your call, pray. Simply, pray. Without 
anger, without doubting, not focusing on the earthly leaders who have no knowledge of God, but focusing on 
Him who is above all, in all and working His will through all. 

Pastor Armando Garcia – Servant’s Church 
 
 

FRIDAY, JULY 29 

Isaiah 54 

This passage speaks of abundance. It is a beautiful picture of the wide stroke of grace with which God paints 
his love. The image of the wide tent stakes of God is one of my favorites in scripture. I had a friend who once 
told me in passing, “The tent stakes of orthodoxy are widespread.”  It caused me pause. It may cause a check 
in the spirit of some, but at the time, it brought great comfort to me as I was wrestling with the boundaries of 
my faith.  

This passage likens Israel to a barren woman, dried up and hopeless and exhorts “her” to spread wide her tent 
stakes-- in faith to make room for many children. The children of promise. After living under the burden of 
hopelessness, it is a promise of abundance.  

That is the life Christ has promised -- not a shriveled, isolated life that is boxed in by narrow restraints, small-
minded thinking and stingy love. We are exhorted not to remain in the cramped darkness of judgement, but to 
open our hearts and extent the boundaries of God’s love for ourselves and to others. Invite many to the person 
of Christ, open wide the doors and let God’s Spirit do His work. It not only speaks of abundance, but protection 
and provision.  

Open your doors to those in need, to the endless possibilities found in the abundance we have been given in 
Christ and watch Him provide. We may face opposition and trials, but as verse 15 reminds us, these trials are 
not from His hand and nothing that stands against us will prevail. Spread wide your tent stakes, let the fresh 
breeze of grace blow through your heart, open the doors of acceptance to the poor and downtrodden to those 
without hope in this world. 

Pastor Armando Garcia – Servant’s Church 
 
 
 
 
 



SATURDAY, JULY 30 
 

Ezekiel 36:27  
 
God has promised that he would put his Spirit within his people. Jesus expanding on this when he was 
speaking to Nicodemus when he said you must be born- again to see the kingdom of God.  When we put our 
faith in Christ God does a miraculous work and causes us to born of the Spirit.  
 
The believer is no longer led by the desires of the flesh, we now can walk with God in the power of his Holy 
Spirit and do the works of the kingdom. When our deepest longing is to love God with all our heart mind and 
soul is expressed by loving our neighbor as ourselves.  
 
As we continue to pray our way to the National Day of Prayer, let us pray that God allows us to partner with 
him to heal the hurts of this world and to establish his will and his kingdom through us. 
 
Pastor Armando Garcia – Servant’s Church 
 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 31 
 

Job 6:14  
 

As we come out of one of the most stressful times in recent history, many among us are suffering from mental, 
emotional and spiritual exhaustion. We have begun to despair and have lost our hope as we see the direction 
of our nation and much of the church. The constant barrage of bad news, the emotional strain that covid has 
tested us to our limits. People find themselves paralyzed by fear and to make matters worse they have stayed 
away from fellowship which they so need at this time.  
 
We need as brothers and sisters to act in kindness and love towards those that are living in despair and carry 
the burden with them.  We need to stand in the gap and pray for God to remind them of his great love for them 
and renewal would happen in their hearts. We need to remind those losing hope that Jesus is our hope! 
 
"Jesus gives us hope because He keeps us company, has a vision and knows the way we should go."  
-Max Lucado 
 
Let us pray that God renews his church and that we show the world what the love of Christ looks like and acts 
like.  
 
Pastor Armando Garcia – Servant’s Church 
 
 
NOTES: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reaching The Hungry 

We believe that the local churches are the best method for reaching the physically 
and spiritually hungry around the world. Because of this, we are committed to 
supporting them so that their opportunities and impact are maximized. We do this in 
three ways: Equip, Empower, Encourage. 

 

Visit  reachingthehungry.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MONDAY, AUGUST 1 

 
Matthew 19:25-26 

 

The rich young ruler was a devoutly religious man, careful to keep all the commandments, and hopeful he 

could earn salvation. Yet the challenge to leave his worldly wealth to follow Jesus was insurmountable. The 

man walked away, with his wealth and without Jesus.   Jesus uses the opportunity to teach his disciples, “It’s 

easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God.”   “When 

the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, “Who then can be saved?” 26 Jesus looked at 

them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:25-26 

 

Wealth was considered to be evidence of God’s blessing.  Many still believe this today.   I believe Jesus is 

pointing out that wealth can be more of a hindrance than a blessing. The camel and the needle illustration 

seem like such an exaggeration.  He’s saying it’s impossible for a rich man to enter heaven, but does Jesus 

exaggerate?  I mean we know wealthy people who are following Jesus, right? God in us is what makes this 

possible.  Without God it is impossible to see that material wealth gives us a false sense of security, 

preventing us from relying on the provider.  Without God it is impossible to understand that wealth can be a 

distraction, capturing our heart and preventing us from undivided devotion. God alone must accomplish what is 

humanly impossible for anyone to be saved.   God alone can loosen our grip on worldly treasures and replace 

our open hands with faith in Him  

 

When we visit Malawi Africa, one of the poorest countries in the world, the Malawians promise they’ll pray for 

us. That we will not be distracted by our wealth and let it keep us from an obedient walk with Christ.  

 

So why would God bless any of us with material wealth? 

 

Pastor Carlos Sales – Reaching The Hungry 



TUESDAY, AUGUST 2 
 

James 5:13 

 

James hits both sides of the spectrum here. He seems to be making a statement that prayer should not be 

bound to one set of emotions, positive or negative. We should pray when in need, but also in plenty. We 

should pray when in good spirits, but also in despair.  

 

There is no better model of this than the Psalms. The full spectrum of human emotion is on display in it for all 

to read (for a modern-day reader it may take a little digging to recognize). Psalms, while often read as poetry 

or songs, are first and foremost prayers. David, author of many Psalms, was known both as a “man after 

God’s own heart” and an adulterer; a king and shepherd; a warrior and a musician. He filled his psalms with 

ecstatic joy and celebration; mournful despair and pain. All brought before God. David would’ve have likely 

agreed with James that there was no twinge of the human heart that was unacceptable to bring before God. 

Yet, this is one of the most challenging things for us to do! Often the last person we want to turn to in our 

anger, grief, boredom, jealousy, lustfulness, hopelessness, and fear is God. Our emotions can leave us feeling 

embarrassed, ashamed, and unworthy to even approach Him. We struggle with a desire to “clean ourselves 

up” before prayer, wanting to appear good rather than honest before a God that already knows our deepest 

emotions.  

 

While not an unreasonable approach to prayer, being fully known is often terrifying for many, it is ultimately 

unhelpful. Those in our lives that we can best rejoice with are those that we also know will sit with us in our 

grief. This is true of God too! When we trust God with the emotions that feel least acceptable to us, inviting 

Him into our suffering and our cheerfulness, we will begin to feel more accepted by Him because we feel truly 

known and still loved! 

 

Pastor Carlos Sales – Reaching The Hungry 

 
 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3 
 

Acts 3:19-21 
 

Have you ever taken a hike on a hot day? At first it seems like a good idea but as you reach the top of the hill, 
tired and parched all you want is a sweet breeze and a cool drink of water.  
 
In Acts 3:19-21, Peter is giving a sermon to a crowd and he reminds them that they must repent of their sins 
and turn to God, in order that “times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord”. The refreshing 
being spoken of here literally has the connotation of a cool breeze blowing over you on a hot day.  
 
I love that Peter says that it is repentance—a change of our way of life and a regret over sins—which releases 
God’s presence in our life. It is as if God is just waiting to release his blessings into the hearts of the people 
willing to surrender to him.  
 
Jesus Christ is truly the Living Water and he wants to blow into your life with the sweet peace of his presence. 
Are you ready to repent, return down the hill of your trespasses, and enter into the shadow of his wings? One 
day, God Almighty will restore all things as his prophets have promised, will you choose today to be a part of 
his restoration? 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 4 
 

Psalm 1:1-3 
 
How often do you use Google? I suspect if you are anything like me you look up questions daily.  
In Psalms 1:1-3 the psalmist announces blessings on the man that chooses to meditate on God’s word rather 
than rely on the council of humans. I suspect that not many of us would claim that we “walk in the council of 
the wicked,” but when we turn first to worldly advice, we are following an earthly example rather than a 
heavenly path.  
 
In order to be like the tree planted firmly by a stream of water, well fed, productive, and bearing fruit in season, 
we need to examine what the source of our nourishment is. Google is a wonderful tool, but God’s word should 
be the ultimate authority in our decision making.  
 
How can you turn to his word this week? Will you choose to sink your roots down deep into his wisdom or will 
you continue to let the clattering advice of the world fill your ears? 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 5 
 

Romans 12:2 (NRSV)  

 

This is an often-quoted verse in sermons warning against worldliness, on Christian coffee mugs reminding us 

to “live differently”, and on youth group t-shirts and stickers encouraging non-conformity with their peers. Often 

read as a rallying cry to Christians to action, to change, and to repent for the purpose of our transformation 

and yet, Paul’s appeal is not that we transform ourselves but rather that we allow ourselves to “be 

transformed”. We’re not doing the heavy-lifting here, God is. We’re to choose him over the world as our means 

of renewal.  

 

But shouldn’t we also be active in our non-conformity? Yes! We shouldn’t live like the world, getting caught up 

in temporary pleasures and conveniences. Yet it is also vital to understand our willpower and actions are not 

what transforms us. If we read this verse and think “Shoot! I need to change”, we may end up believing that we 

need to “get our lives together” to understand God’s will. We will either get stuck in patterns of spiritual 

arrogance arising from our lack of self-awareness or cycles of shameful insecurity stemming from our repeated 

failures. Instead, what if we surrender our control of what we think our transformation should look like? This 

can often be harder than simply trying to transform ourselves!  

 

Submitting ourselves to God means releasing control and choosing to let God shape us through the often 

painful and confusing relationships, jobs, transitions, and circumstances of life. Instead of us trying to show the 

world we’re different by being “a good Christian” and hoping that’s enough to transform our own hearts and 

minds, what if we allow God to renew our minds first, trusting that will result in our outward transformation? 

When we shift emphasis off our works and onto our God who desires to restore our minds to understand his 

perfect will, that is when transformation truly begins! 
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 6 
 

Job 22:27 
 
Job was a man who lived in Uz. He was honest inside and out, a man of his word, who was totally devoted to 
God and hated evil with a passion. Job 1:1  
 
A righteous man yet he is tormented mercilessly at the hands of the enemy. Job questions his misery, and 
Job’s friends come up with numerous reasons why his suffering is his fault.  Then his “friends” blast him with 
advice on how to correct his sinful ways.  
 
Job, in his suffering, without comfort from another living soul, maintains his integrity. When God does speak to 
the situation, He answers out of a whirlwind. He reveals His Omnipotence, He offers no explanation for Job’s 
suffering, He rebukes 3 of the friends who offered false counsel and He restores to Job everything that was 
lost and more.   
 
The ways of the Sovereign Lord are beyond our understanding and He owes us no explanation. 
 
The verse to ponder is advice offered by one of Job’s “friends” 

 
“You’ll pray to him and he’ll listen; he’ll help you do what you’ve promised.”  

 Job 22:27  
The Message 

 
“You will pray to Him, and He will hear you, and you will fulfill your vows.”  

Job 22:27  
Holman Christian Standard Bible 

 
 

“And he shall hear thee when thou prayest to him, and he shall grant thee power to pay thy vows.” Job 22:27 
Brenton Septuagint Translation 

 
Why would God hear our prayer?  
Why would God help us fulfill vows we’ve made?   
Can you accept God’s sovereignty?   In times of want and in times of plenty? 
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We truly hope that you have been blessed by this special 90-day journey!   
I know that each person who contributed was certainly blessed to be a part of 
this – and what a unique place we live in where all the churches work together 
to share the Kingdom of God and to lift the name of the Lord Jesus Christ!  
Let’s keep doing that TOGETHER….in prayer, in service  
…in our community and beyond! God bless you! 

Ryan Hunt, on behalf of the Churches of Fallbrook 



            SUNDAY SERVICES 
Christ Church    760.728.2007  christchurchfallbrook.org    10am 
 

Christ The King    760.728.3256  ctklc-fallbrook.org     8, 10:30am, 6pm 
 

CrossWay Community Church  760.728.2966  crosswayfallbrook.org     10am 
 

Fallbrook United Methodist  760.728.1472  fallbrookumc.org     10am 
 

First Christian Church   760.728.7649  fccfallbrook.tv      10am 
Spanish 4pm 

 

LifePointe Church    760.728.7771  lifepointefallbrook.com    9:30am 
 

Living Waters    760.728.1685  lwcf.me       10am 
 

North Coast Fallbrook   760.724.6700  northcoastchurch.com     9am, 11am 
 

Riverview Church    760.941.1430  refc.org       9:30am, 11am 
 

Servant’s Church    760.990.9143  ccfallbrook.com     8:30 & 10:30am,  
Spanish 8:30am  

 

SonRise Christian Fellowship  760.728.5804  sonrisefallbrook.org     9am 
 

Compassion For Life   408.234.1343  compassionforlife.org 
 

Reaching The Hungry   760.525.6005 reachingthehungry.org 
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