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Day 1 — December 1, 2022 
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been 
fulfilled among us,  just as they were handed down to us by those who from 
the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word.   - Luke 1:1-2  
 

Today, we begin our Advent journey to the manger where baby Jesus was 
born. We are going to journey to the manger through the gospel of Luke. 
Luke was a physician and a friend of the apostle Paul. Luke tells us today 
that many others had written stories about Jesus, and they were handed 
down by those who actually witnessed Jesus being born. This story has 
been faithfully passed down to us, as well! Our hope this Advent that  
families of all sizes, or groups of friends, will sit down and go through this 
Advent Devotional, using the Faith5 method to read the scripture, talk 
about it, pray and bless each other with the words, “(Name), child of God, 
you were marked with the cross of Christ and sealed with the Holy Spirit. 
This was the blessing given to us by the pastor at our own baptism!  
 

Who handed down and shared the story of Jesus with you?  
How can you share it with others?



 

 

Day 2 — December 2, 2022 
With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from 
the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most  
excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you 
have been taught.    - Luke 1:3-4  
 

Luke was also a historian, and the purpose for which he wrote his gospel 
was to put all of the details together and in order for his friend, Theophilus, 
to read from start to finish.  He was hoping that this would help his friend 
have a much stronger faith in Jesus! This reminds us that the story of Jesus 
is part of history! Just as Luke wrote this account of Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection as assurance to Theophilus, it also gives us assurance that 
what we believe about Jesus is true today. We hope by reading through 
Luke’s story of Jesus’ life, it will make Christmas day even more meaningful 
for you and your family!  
 

What will help you keep your commitment to reading this devotional each 
day, as you prepare for Jesus’ birth? 

 



 

 

Day 3 — December 3, 2022 
In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah,  
who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also  
a descendant of Aaron. Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, 
observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. But they were 
childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both 
very old.   - Luke 1:5-7 
 

Elizabeth and Zechariah’s ancestors were priests in the Jewish faith.  
The priests worked in the temple and presented sacrifices to the Lord  
according to God’s Law. They also were without children and getting older, 
which in their day would have caused some people to look down on them. 
But the passage says they were righteous in God’s eyes. Thus, not being 
able to have children had nothing to do with their relationship with God. 
Sometimes when we don’t get something we want, we think we did  
something wrong, but the story of Elizabeth and Zechariah will paint a 
different picture.  
 

What seems impossible in your life right now, where you might have a 
hard time trusting in God to see it happen? 



 

 

Day 4 — December 4, 2022 
Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest 
before God, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the  
priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And when 
the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were 
praying outside.   - Luke 1:8-10 
 

It was a great privilege for the priest to be able to go into the temple and 
burn the incense, because the temple was such a holy place. He kept the 
incense burning on the altar in front of the Most Holy Place. He supplied 
the incense burner with fresh incense in the morning and at night. The 
priests were chosen by lot, which was like the drawing of straws. They used  
pebbles, straws, or even dice in Jesus’ day. If you remember at Jesus’  
Crucifixion, lots were cast to see who would get Jesus’ clothing, since it was 
valuable.  
 

Talk together about how God has chosen you in Christ!  
 



 

 

Day5  — December 5, 2022 
Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the 
altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped 
with fear. But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your  
prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are 
to call him John.”   - Luke 1:11-13 
 

Usually when we think of angels, we think of “Precious Moments” cards 
which portray them as joyful and giddy. But we also know that angels could 
be pretty intimidating. In the Old Testament, we see in the story of Gideon 
in Judges 6:22-23. “When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the Lord, 
he exclaimed, ‘Alas, Sovereign Lord! I have seen the angel of the Lord face 
to face!’ But the Lord said to him, ‘Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not  
going to die.’” Maybe this is why Zechariah was gripped with fear. But the 
angel realized this and told him not to be afraid because his prayer had 
been heard and the name of his son would be “John”.  
 

The Advent season is a time to be about the Good News.  
How can you be Good News to someone who needs it this season?



 

 

Day 6 — December 6, 2022 
He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his 
birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or 
other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before 
he is born.   - Luke 1:14-15 
 

Anyone who has children knows that a son or daughter brings you immense 
joy. You can imagine how much joy Elizabeth and Zechariah had knowing 
God had heard their prayer and had given them a son. But the angel gave 
them an additional promise. Others would also rejoice at his birth and he 
would be great in the sight of the Lord. Now that’s an awesome promise, 
probably too much for them to even grasp at the moment. The command 
the angel gave to not drink any alcohol came from a “Nazirite Vow”. The 
Nazarite vow was taken by individuals who have voluntarily dedicated 
themselves to God. God had set Zechariah apart for a very special purpose, 
and He has set you apart for a special purpose too.  
 

How can you dedicate yourself to God in an intentional way this Advent? 
 



 

 

Day 7 — December 7, 2022 
He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God.  
And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn 
the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the  
wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 
 - Luke 1:16-17 
 

Then the angel tells him what John’s role would be. Like an Old Testament 
prophet, he would be a messenger of God who would speak God’s Word  
to the Israelites calling them back to God. He would be empowered by  
the same Spirit that filled Elijah, one of the great prophets in the Old  
Testament. Note that a big part of John’s message would be to reconcile 
parents to their children. God has always wanted families to get along and 
not be at odds with each other. In John’s day, there was lots of division in 
Jewish homes based on which type of Judaism they were following. God’s 
desire is always to work through families: through mom and dads, brothers 
and sisters, grandfathers and grandmothers.  
 

How can you spend some meaningful times as a family this Advent sea-
son? How about ice skating or Christmas caroling! (Note: We are going 
caroling tonight! Meet at church at 5:00 p.m.)



 

 

Day 8 — December 8, 2022 
Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and 
my wife is well along in years.”    - Luke 1:18 
 

We don’t know how old Zechariah and Elizabeth were — some say 60 to 70 
years old. Others say 40 to 50 years old. In any case, she was past child-
bearing age. This caused Zechariah to doubt if this was even physically  
possible. Like a lot of us, he asked for a sign to give him some evidence that 
this might be true. While we can all identify with Zechariah at this point,  
we are going to see in the next couple of verses the consequence of his un-
belief.  
 
Where is God calling you to have faith in your life, even if he might not 
give you a sign?  
 



 

 

Day 9 — December 9, 2022 
The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I 
have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. And now you 
will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you 
did not believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.”   
- Luke 1:19-20 
 

Though Zechariah knew the angel was from God and therefore he was a 
messenger of the Almighty, his asking for a sign was not received well by 
Gabriel. Gabriel is one of two angels who were named in the bible, the  
other one being Michael. Gabriel’s name meant “mighty man of God”. As a 
consequence Zechariah would not be able to speak until his son John was 
born. This may seem a little harsh, but remember the supernatural way in 
which Gabriel was sent by God and appeared in Zechariah’s midst. His lack 
of faith did not change God’s promise to give him a son, but it changed the 
way he would be able to enjoy it. Our lack of faith in God’s promises can 
also lead us not to enjoy the great and miraculous things God has planned 
for us.  
 

What are some things in your life that can keep you from trusting in God?  
 



 

 

Day 10 — December 10, 2022 
Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he 
stayed so long in the temple. When he came out, he could not speak to 
them. They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making 
signs to them but remained unable to speak. When his time of service was 
completed, he returned home. After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant 
and for five months remained in seclusion. “The Lord has done this for me,” 
she said. “In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my  
disgrace among the people.”   - Luke 1:21-25 
 

We can only imagine how hard it was on Zechariah when he came out of 
the temple and could not share the joy of the message he received from 
the angel. The people knew something happened, but he could not tell 
them what had happened. At this time, his six months of service were up,  
so he returned home. Sure enough, Elizabeth became pregnant and stayed 
in seclusion for five months. I wonder if Elizabeth knew why Zechariah had 
gone mute, but she was filled with gratitude in her heart knowing that God 
had caused her to become pregnant. This would also give she and her  
husband personal happiness, but also take away the shame she was  
receiving in the community.  
 

Share a story with each other about a time when God provided for you in 
a way that you knew it could only have been from Him! 
 



 

 

Day 11 — December 11, 2022 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The 
angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The 
Lord is with you.”   - Luke 1:26-28 
 

Elizabeth getting pregnant was stunning enough, but now something even 
more miraculous was going to happen. Gabriel was again given the task to 
be God’s messenger to a young virgin named Mary. Mary lived in a small 
town in Galilee called Nazareth. Today we might say it was out in the 
“sticks”. Mary was engaged to an older man named Joseph. Joseph was a 
descendant of the great king David of Israel. God had made a promise to 
David that there would always be a king coming from his family line. You 
can be sure that Mary was wondering what this was all about. After all, a 
powerful angel showed up at her doorstep telling her that she was highly 
favored! She might have said, “Why me? I am only a teenager!”   
 

What do you think Mary was feeling when she was visited by the angel? 
When has God shown up when you least expected it? 
 



 

 

Day 12 — December 12, 2022 
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have 
found favor with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are 
to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will 
reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” “How 
will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  - Luke 1:29-34 
 

Mary asks a very logical question, “How can I be pregnant? I am a virgin.” 
The angel reminded her that she had found favor with God. The term 
“Greetings” means “Ave” in Latin, which is where we get the term “Ave Ma-
ria”! When the angel told her that her son would be great, I am sure she 
had no idea what that would mean. She would give birth to a boy and give 
him the name, Jesus. Jesus was a fairly common name, as it was the Greek 
form of the name Joshua, which meant, “the Lord saves!” Jesus would not 
only be her son, but also be Son of the Most High. He would be given the 
Davidic throne and His kingdom would last forever.  When Mary asked how 
she could give birth if she was a virgin, I don’t think she said this in a tone of 
disbelief. I think she was genuinely trying to figure out how it could happen.  
 
Where has God given you favor in your life?  
What doubts do you have about how God could use you in a special way?  
What might you say, “How can this be I am only a _______?” Remember, 
like Mary, God will never call us to do something He would not give us the  
power to do.  
 



 

 

Day 13 — December 13, 2022 
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be 
called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in 
her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth 
month. For no word from God will ever fail.” “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary 
answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 
- Luke 1:35-38 
 

If you were to read through chapters one and two of Luke, you would see a 
big emphasis on the power of the Holy Spirit. The third person of the Trinity 
plays a major role throughout the birth of Jesus. The question as to how she 
will conceive it will be through the power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
was with God at the beginning of time. God breathed His Spirit into Adam 
and Eve to create them in His own image. Though Mary didn’t ask for it,  
the angel gave her a sign to assure her of what would happen to her. Her 
relative, Elizabeth, who had been barren up until this time, had just become 
pregnant. Though the angel had told her all of this, one might imagine that 
Mary would still have her doubts. This teenage girl utters some of the  
greatest words of faith ever spoken. “I am the Lord’s servant; may it be to 
me as you have said!”  
 

What do you think gave Mary the faith to say these words?  
What do you think it meant that the Holy Spirit would “overshadow her”? 
How do you think the Holy Spirit can help us to do things we could never 
do on our own today?  
 



 

 

Day 14 — December 14, 2022 
At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of 
Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth.  
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb,  
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But 
why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? As 
soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb 
leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his 
promises to her!”  - Luke 1:39-45 
 

Though the angel Gabriel had given Mary this incredible news, how would 
she respond? Mary got ready and went to go see if what the angel said 
about Elizabeth was true. She acted in faith, as this was not a short journey 
to the hill country (it is estimated to be 80-100 miles away). If her relative 
had experienced a miracle, maybe Elizabeth could help her to digest what 
just happened to her. Mary’s faith was confirmed when Elizabeth’s baby 
leapt in her womb. Again, we see the power of the Holy Spirit in Luke’s  
gospel, as Elizabeth proclaims in a loud voice, “Blessed are you among all 
women, and blessed is the child you bear!” Elizabeth also blesses Mary for 
trusting so much in God’s promises to her! 
 
How do you think Mary felt when Elizabeth reacted to her in this way?  
Do you think it gave her more confidence in the angel’s message to her? 
Where do you need to step out in faith, trusting in God’s promises?  
 



 

 

Day 15 — December 15, 2022 
Mary’s Song:  And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord, and my spirit re-
joices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his 
servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty 
One has done great things for me holy is his name.  His mercy extends to 
those who fear him, from generation to generation. He has performed 
mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their 
inmost thoughts.  He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has 
lifted the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the 
rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be mer-
ciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised our an-
cestors.” Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then re-
turned home.   - Luke 1:46-56 
 
Mary’s song is also called the “Magnificat”, which means “poem of praise,” 
in Latin. It is a spontaneous song of praise, which also seems to be inspired 
by the Holy Spirit. For a young teenage girl to be able to say such amazing 
things about God shows how special she is. Mary quotes a lot of Old  
Testament scripture, showing she knew it well. She showed her personal 
relationship when she says, “my Savior”. Mary knew she needed a Savior. 
Little did she know she would be bringing THE SAVIOR into the world. Mary 
stayed with Elizabeth for three months. I wonder what they talked about. 
After spending time with her older relative, she returned home.  
 
Mary uses the word “humble” twice in this passage. Why do you think 
this experience was so humbling for her?  
Why do you think God chose Mary to bring His only Son into the world?  
If God can use a young teenager, could He use you?  
 



 

 

Day 16 — December 16, 2022 
The Birth of John the Baptist — When it was time for Elizabeth to have her 
baby, she gave birth to a son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that the 
Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy. On the eighth day 
they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him after 
his father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be 
called John.” They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who 
has that name.”   - Luke 1:57-61 
 

The whole community was overjoyed that Elizabeth was giving birth to a 
son. They knew Elizabeth was a long-standing member of the community 
and probably knew of her barrenness. How could they not? On the eighth 
day, per the Judaic law, Zechariah and Elizabeth came to the temple to cir-
cumcise and name the baby boy. Barclay shares what happened in the cul-
ture when a baby was born, “When the time of the birth was near at hand, 
friends and local musicians gathered near the house.” Since Zechariah was 
mute, the community took on the task of naming the baby, but Elizabeth 
spoke up declaring, “His name is John!” The community saw this as unusual 
because none of Elizabeth’s relatives had that name.    
 

How do you think Elizabeth knew he was to be called “John”, since  
Zechariah lost his voice right after he doubted God could give them a son 
at their old age?  
How do you think the community responded to these events? 
 



 

 

Day 17 — December 17, 2022 
Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name 
the child. He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he 
wrote, “His name is John.” Immediately his mouth was opened, and his 
tongue set free, and he began to speak, praising God. All the neighbors 
were filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were 
talking about all these things.  Everyone who heard this wondered about it 
saying, “What then is this child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with 
him.   - Luke 1:62-66 
 

I am thankful for “second chances”. I could not even begin to recount the 
number of times God has given me a second chance after “blowing it”. John 
redeemed himself when he was asked to give his new son’s name. Though 
he could not speak, he asked for a writing tablet and surprised everybody 
by writing “John” on a tablet. “Even though he had failed before, God gave 
Zacharias a second chance at faith. He gives the same to us today.” (Guzik) 
The unusual circumstances of John’s birth and his name created quite a stir 
in this small town. They correctly assumed that there was something  
special about this boy, as they had been given this child at such an old age.  
 

When has God given you a second chance? What did you do with it?  
Why is it important to make good use of the second chances God has  
given us?  
Do you give the same second chances to others God has given to you? 
 



 

 

Day 18 — December 18, 2022 
Zechariah’s Song — His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
prophesied: “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come 
to his people and redeemed them.  He has raised up a horn of salvation for 
us in the house of his servant David (as he said through his holy prophets of 
long ago),  salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate 
us— to show mercy to our ancestors and to remember his holy covenant, 
the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our 
enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and right-
eousness before him all our days. And you, my child, will be called a proph-
et of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare  
the way for him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the 
forgiveness of their sins,  because of the tender mercy of our God, by which 
the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those living in dark-
ness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.” 
- Luke 1:67-79 
 

Like Mary, Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit, broke out in a song of 
praise. The prophets had been silenced for 400 years, but now the Holy 
Spirit had spoken through Elizabeth, Mary, and now Zechariah. Zechariah’s 
song highlighted many aspects of Jesus’ birth. Jesus would save them from 
their enemies and one day save the world from sin. Jesus fulfilled the  
covenant God made with Abraham. Zechariah’s song predicted John would 
be an ambassador for Jesus. By God’s grace Jesus would shine on the 
“shadow of death” and provide “the path of peace”. Though Zechariah  
was proud of his son, he knew his mission would be to point to Jesus. His 
purpose was much bigger than himself.  
 

How can you help children and young people to see that their purpose is 
bigger than themselves?  
How can you be an ambassador of Jesus to them, so that they can be  
ambassadors to the next generation?   
 



 

 

Day 19 — December 19, 2022 
And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the wilder-
ness until he appeared publicly to Israel.   - Luke 1:80 
 

Although this is only one verse, it says a lot. It represents the period of  
time where John’s character was developed for the role he would play in 
salvation history. The desert has always been a place where God has  
prepared his people. Moses worked as a shepherd for his father-in-law, 
Jethro, in the desert for 40 years. Jesus spent 40 days in the desert fasting 
and learning to withstand the temptation by the power of God’s Word. Paul 
spent three years in the Arabian desert, after being converted on the road 
to Damascus. It was a time of preparation for all of them, a time to be 
weaned off the things of the world and to learn to listen to God’s voice.   
 

How often do you get time alone with God? Do you have a place to get 
away from the many distractions in your life? If you don’t set time apart 
to listen to God, how will you hear from Him?



 

 

Day 20 — December 20, 2022 
The Birth of Jesus — In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 
census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census 
that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went 
to their own town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of  
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he 
belonged to the house and line of David.  He went there to register with 
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave 
birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 
manger, because there was no guest room available for them.   - Luke 2:1-7 
 

The census Caesar called for counted the number of people in the Roman 
world, and it efficiently and effectively taxed everyone in the Roman world. 
The trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem was 80 miles. It was quite a journey 
for a young teenager who was pregnant. Usually the husband went alone, 
but in this case since Mary was pregnant, they decided it was best for her  
to go along too. Joseph belonged to the house and line of David. This was 
significant because the promised Messiah was to come from the house of 
David. Caesar Augustus was in charge from an earthly perspective, but the 
sovereign God had arranged the events of history.  Jesus would be born in 
Bethlehem fulfilling the prophecy of Micah 5:2. Though Jesus would be the 
King of kings and the Lord of lords, His birth took place in humble fashion. 
The Son of God and Savior of the world was born in a manger, a wooden 
box used as a feeding trough for the animals.  
 
Why do you think God brought forth His son in such a simple, humble 
way?  
What did Jesus being born in a manger say to the world about who Jesus 
would become? 



 

 

Day 21 — December 21, 2022 
 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great 
joy for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a 
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”   - Luke 2:8-12 
 

As amazing and unlikely was the birth of Jesus, it was equally ironic who  
his first visitors were. Some people say that because the shepherds were 
out at night, it would have been too cold for them to be out in December, 
therefore making a December date unlikely. But the climate where Jesus 
was born could be mild that time of year, not too unlike our climate in 
Southern California. The angel starts out by saying, “Do not be afraid!”  
It must have been quite an awesome sight for the shepherds to see the  
angel in the middle of the dark night. The angel says, “I bring you good 
news that will cause great joy for all people.” So often in the church we 
don’t focus enough on the good news, which causes great joy for all  
people! The good news is not just for people in the church, but for ALL  
PEOPLE! 
 

How can you share the Good News of Great Joy with someone this  
Christmas?  
Who in your life needs to hear this the most?  
 

In a world that is more divided than ever right now, Jesus came 
for all people regardless of their color, language, or place of origin!  

He was the most inclusive person who ever lived. 
 



 

 

Day 22 — December 22, 2022 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.”    - Luke 2:13-14 
 

When Jesus became a man, many people in high places would reject him, 
spit on him, and mock him. Eventually, they would torture Him on a cross. 
But on this day, a great gathering of angels came to point out what had just 
happened.  What a sight that must have been! The angels proclaimed peace 
to all on whom God’s favor rested. Though Caesar had produced a degree 
of earthly peace, Jesus would bring a peace which would last forever. It is 
the peace that the world needs most. Peace with God. You can’t put a price 
on that kind of peace. You can’t buy it. It is a gift from God packaged in the 
form of His only Son. Don’t let the anxiety of the Holiday season distract 
you from dwelling in Jesus’ perfect peace. 
 
How can you avoid the hectic nature of this time of year?  
What will you cut out to make sure this doesn’t happen?  
Make sure to go outside and look to the heavens and imagine the angels 
proclaiming, “Glory to God in the highest heavens, and on earth peace to 
those whom his favor rests.”  
Pray for peace in our divided and hostile world that we are living in today.  



 

 

 

Day 23 — December 23, 2022 
 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds  
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has  
happened, which the Lord has told us about.”   - Luke 2:15 
 

This is one of my favorite parts of the Christmas story. After getting the  
angelic lightshow of a lifetime, the shepherds huddled on this wintry night 
and said, “Let’s get out of here and check out if this is true!” It might have 
not been the best career move, as they had to leave the sheep behind! 
They also assumed that the message of the angels was a message from the 
Lord. The shepherds not only heard the Good News, they also dropped 
what they were doing to see if it was true.  
 

How would you have responded if the angels had given this message to 
you?  
In a sense, we all go on our own journey to the manger to see if it is true 
that Jesus is the Son of God and Savior of the world. Some people put it 
off until it is too late.  



 

 

Day 24 — December 24, 2022 
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was  
lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word  
concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.   - Luke 2:16-18 
 

The shepherds trusted the angel’s words and when they arrived at the  
scene of Jesus’ birth, it was exactly as the angels had predicted. This was 
the specific sign they were told to look for. “They no longer heard or saw 
angels, but they had the abiding encounter with Jesus. Angels may go, but 
Jesus remains.” (Guzik) Notice the shepherds could not keep the news to  
themselves. When we have a genuine encounter with Jesus, we can’t keep 
it inside. They “spread” the word. When people heard the Good News they 
were amazed. Though these shepherds held no status in the culture of  
Jesus’ day, their conviction and joy were authentic and sincere. There was 
no doubting they believed what they saw and wanted to tell the world 
about it.  
 

Have you encountered Jesus? Have you taken the time to investigate His 
claims to be “the way, the truth, and the life”? Don’t you think it is worth 
it? Remember, Luke is a historian writing an account of something that 
literally happened. Either it happened or not!   Share the story with those 
whom you love. Read the story out loud and ponder with the shepherds. 
Go to the manger and experience the living Lord!



 

 

Day 25 — December 25, 2022 
Merry Christmas! I hope you have a great day with your family and friends. 
As you open gifts today, remember the greatest gift the world has ever 
been given — the gift of God’s Son being born in a manger to a teenager girl 
and a hard-working carpenter. Who but God could have orchestrated such 
a wonderful story? Jesus was born fully human, but He also was fully divine, 
a mystery which can only be understood by faith. As we celebrate the First 
Advent, we look forward to the Second Advent when Jesus will return in 
great and promised glory to raise the living and the dead!  
 
Enjoy Christmas today. Find a way to incorporate the story of the birth of 
the Messiah, the Savior of the world, into your festivities today. Give thanks 
to God for the gift of eternal life. Though none of us deserved it, God who is 
rich in mercy, was pleased to share Himself with us and God wants us to be 
with Him forever in heaven! 
 
 



 

 

 


