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Rev. Dr. Bruce A. Jones
[bookmark: _Hlk107473468][bookmark: _Hlk100041834][bookmark: _Hlk118879486][bookmark: _Hlk133394751]THE CHURCH GATHERS
PRELUDE                                                                               SYLVIA O’CONNOR
	 “Immortal, Invisible” | Welsh Ballad, Martin
	 “Ridgecrest” | Martin
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTERLUDE                                                                          SYLVIA O’CONNOR
		“Cornerstone” | Myrin, Keveren
*CALL TO WORSHIP –                                                                  PSALM 145
[bookmark: _Hlk187327197]One:  Let us exalt our God and King, praising his name forever! 
All:   Great is the Lord! He is most worthy of praise! No one can measure his greatness. 
One:  The Lord is merciful and compassionate, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. 
All:   The Lord is good to everyone. He showers compassion on all his creation. 
One:  The Lord always keeps his promises; he is gracious in all he does.
All:   The eyes of all look to God in hope. He gives us food as we need it. The Lord is close to all who call on him, yes to all who call on him in truth.
*HYMN	   “Great Are You Lord”                          [Insert] //GG


THE CHURCH CONFESSES AND SEEKS ASSURANCE
[bookmark: _Hlk100580370][bookmark: _Hlk100580622][bookmark: _Hlk100041824][bookmark: _Hlk119318930]CALL TO CONFESSION  		                           COLOSSIANS 3:5-15
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION      
                                                        CATHERINE OF GENOA, D. 1510  
Lord, I make you a present of myself. I do not know what to do with myself. So let me make this exchange: I will place myself entirely in your hands 
if you will cover my ugliness with your beauty and tame my unruliness with your love. Put out the flames of false passion in my heart. Let my love for you be naked without any clothing that causes others to envy me. Let me trust you will give everything I need. Amen. 
TIME FOR PERSONAL PRAYER AND EXAMINATION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND PARDON           COLOSSIANS 3:15
One:	Let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body, you are called to live in peace. Always be thankful. In the name of Christ Jesus, you are forgiven.
PASSING THE PEACE        
[bookmark: _Hlk135131766][bookmark: _Hlk135131747]*GRATEFUL RESPONSE        “Love Divine, All Love Excelling”	                                                         [21, vs. 1] +HFG
Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of Heav'n to Earth come down,
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
All thy faithful mercies crown;
Jesus, thou art all compassion, Pure, 
unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation, Enter ev'ry trembling heart.
THE CHURCH LISTENS FOR GOD’S WORD
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION                                                                                                      
[bookmark: _Hlk185929265][bookmark: _Hlk136416281][bookmark: _Hlk135133399]OLD TESTAMENT         DANIEL 1:1-7                     
	                          YOUNG ISRAELITES IN BABYLON
In the third year of the reign of King Jehoiakim of Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. The Lord gave King Jehoiakim of Judah into his power, as well as some of the vessels of the house of God. These he brought to the land of Shinar, and he placed the vessels in the treasury of his gods.
Then the king commanded his palace master Ashpenaz to bring some of the Israelites of the royal family and of the nobility: young men without physical defect and handsome, versed in every branch of wisdom, endowed with knowledge and insight, and competent to serve in the king’s palace; they were to be taught the literature and language of the Chaldeans. The king assigned them a daily portion of the royal rations of food and wine. They were to be educated for three years, so that at the end of that time they could be stationed in the king’s court. 6 Among them were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, from the tribe of Judah. The palace master gave them other names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego.
KIDS KIRK         “I will Call Upon the Lord”    |	CHRIS ZHE
													StF [2002]                          
Children are invited to come up to the front chancel as we sing.
I will call upon the Lord (I will call upon the Lord)
For He is worthy to be praised (for He is worthy to be praised)
I will call upon the Lord (I will call upon the Lord)
For He is worthy to be praised (for He is worthy to be praised)
So shall I be saved from my enemies, I will call upon the Lord 
The Lord reigneth, Blessed be the Rock
And let the Rock of my salvation be exalted
The Lord reigneth, Blessed be the Rock
And let the Rock of my salvation be exalted
SPECIAL MUSIC         “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  
										      Arr. Jack Schrader | CHOIR
THE GOSPEL            MATTHEW 20:1-16                           
       LABORERS IN THE VINEYARD
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius.  And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house,  saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ So the last will be first, and the first last.”
One: For the Word of God in scripture… among us…
within us. 	
All: Thanks be to God 
SERMON               “Why Be Jealous of a Generous Employer?”               
    RANDY BOOTH
[bookmark: _Hlk198014595][bookmark: _Hlk136949030]SPECIAL MUSIC    “My Worth is Not in What I Own”
Kendrick, Getty| Randy Booth                       
CCLI SONG # 7024758
THE CHURCH RESPONDS IN FAITH
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                    RPPC MISSION STATEMENT
Rock Prairie Presbyterian Church 
	a welcoming, loving faith family, 
		who worships the Lord and serves others.
[bookmark: _Hlk198810390]PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE; THE LORD’S PRAYER
INVITATION TO GIVE AND SERVE         			                
*RESPONSE 	                “Doxology”                           [382] +HFG
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                    
[bookmark: _Hlk187327154]God of glorious power and wisdom, how can we number your countless gifts? Look upon our lives with favor, and, by the gift of your grace, prosper the work of our hands; we ask this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen.
*HYMN 	      	“How Great Thou Art”                         [2] +HFG 
*CHARGE &  BENEDICTION           
POSTLUDE                                                               SYLVIA O’CONNOR
	  “Sortie” | Wagner
	 		* Please stand if you are able
**Please remember to wear your name tags**
If you do not have one, notify the office and we will
have one made for you.


If you are visiting or seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in the life and ministry of this church. Speak to our pastor or someone next to you for more information. 
Children are always welcome in worship.
Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided in 
[bookmark: _Hlk152583039]the nursery.
WORSHIP GUIDE
Bold text said in unison
* Please stand if you are able.
// GG - Glory to God Presbyterian Hymnal
+ HFG – Hymns for the Family of God
**SF – Sing the Faith, small blue hymnal
- Audio enhancements, larger print Bibles and bulletins, 
children’s resources are available at the table in 
the sanctuary.
- CCLI church license 1555479, and One License A-73845
Connect with us!
(608) 752-1172
www.rockprairiechurch.org
office@rockprairiechurch.org
Facebook: Rock Prairie Presbyterian Church
STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Bruce A. Jones
Director of Music: Krista Jones
Piano/Organ Accompanist: Sylvia O’Connor
Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper: Sandi Fogle
Office Assistant: Jessica Wellnitz
Nursery Coordinator: Angela Tyson
Nursery Assistant:  Emily Kleinheinz
Audio/Video Technician: Matthew Blija
Church Caretaker: Michael Blija

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Greeters: Cindy Kuter & Leon Beebe
Ushers: 
Liturgist: Nicole Barlass
Kids Kirk: Chris Zhe
2





2025 SESSION

Clerk of Session – Jeri Torpy - johnnjeri@hotmail.com
(608) 774-3434
Building & Grounds Ministry – Ed Hale - eddyphale@gmail.com;    (608) 774-8603
Christian Ed Ministry – VACANT 
Comm & Outreach Ministry – Cathy Wagner – clw8090@gmail.com;                   (608) 228-6881
Fellowship Ministry – Lindi Paull – bobandlindipaull@gmail.com;     (608) 607-1528
Finance Ministry – Tom Wolfe – tomwolfe1207@sbcglobal.net;         (608) 921-3950
Missions Ministry – Bob Fulton – ref9855@gmail.com; (608) 921-0750
Personnel Ministry –                  Pam Hatfield – hatfield.pamela@yahoo.com –     (608) 201-6675
Worship Ministry – VACANT
Youth Ministry – VACANT 


2025 DEACONS
Char Behling, Jackie Davis, Theresa Huber, Martha Johnson, 
Jean Paszkiet, Chris Stried & Kay Ward
THIS WEEK AT RPPC
Monday, October 20th
No Session
Tuesday, October 21st 
9:30am ~ Bible Study
6:30pm ~ Session
Thursday, October 23rd 
6:30pm ~ Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, October 26th    
9:15am ~ Children’s Sunday School
9:15am ~ Adult Sunday School
9:15am ~ Book Study
10:30am ~ Worship/Communion
11:45am ~ Congregational Meeting
Tuesday, October 28th 
No Bible Study
Wednesday, October 29th 
9:00am ~ Kitchen AdHoc Meeting
Thursday, October 30th 
6:30pm ~ Choir Rehearsal
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ADORATION

Great Are You, Lord 614

Great Is the Lord
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Great are you, Lord: you are ho-ly and just; by your pow-er we trust in your
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wor-thy of glo-ry! Greatare you, Lord, and wor-thy of praise.
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Great are you, Lord. We lift up our voice; we lift up our voice

Am  AWG Dm G

o

great are you, Lord! Great
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