
June 30, 2021 

 

Dear Families of Nursery, Preschool & Elementary Children, 

As we embark on the summer season, our focus shifts to the upcoming Fall. As you know from our letter of May 7th, we 

have sensed God doing something new in our church and in Children’s Ministry. Thank you for joining us in prayer as we 

sought “to discern the way God is leading us through the wilderness and seeking the places He is making streams in the 

dry and empty land!”   

During this season of praying and seeking to discern how God desires us to disciple our children, we have been led to a 

variety of resources. These have affected a shift in our viewpoint of the ways in which we have previously ministered to 

our kids. Among these resources was a compelling article referencing the National Study of Youth and Religion (NSYR). 

Notre Dame professor Christian Smith and his team found, “there are relatively simple factors that “powerfully shape” 

faith that remains strong through life, and without question, the most important pastor a child will ever have in their life 

is a parent.” https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/factchecker-are-your-kids-likely-to-lose-their-faith/  

https://d1ueb8h0efn28g.cloudfront.net/articles/topics/parenting/foundations/spiritual-development/4-reasons-you-

should-intentionally-disciple-your-children/ 

Alongside this renewed awareness that you, the parents, are the most critical influencers of your child’s faith, was the 

reminder that our children are a VITAL PART of our family of faith, and our corporate worship is a VITAL PART of 

children’s faith development. One of the most striking sentences regarding children in worship was, “We would never 

dream of excluding our children from a family meal or gathering, so why is it that we exclude them from our church 

family gatherings when we do the most important this we do as a community – worship our great God?” 

https://nextchurch.net/welcoming-children-in-worship/ 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/let-the-children-worship-in-church/ 

https://gospelreformation.net/let-the-children-worship/ 

 

In addition to these and many other resources, God led us to a resource, which the author calls, “the glue that sticks kids 

to Christ for life.” Kathleen Chapman’s book, Teaching Kids Authentic Worship introduces an approach to disciple 

children that facilitates them growing to know and experience God personally. We have copious notes on the book if 

you are interested in reading them, please email Mary Hardwick. maryh@community-chapel.org 

It is with strong conviction from the Holy Spirit and deep love for you, your children and your family that we share what 

we believe is God’s highest and best good for our church family beginning this Fall*: 

• Nursery will continue to provide care for infants through age 4. We praise God for Angela Derusha who has 

volunteered to coordinate the schedule! Please prayerfully consider volunteering to be on the rotation. 

• Children ages 5 and older will be part of our worship gathering in the sanctuary.  

o Pre-readers and early readers will have a Worship pack that contains a rotating variety of manipulatives and 

independent activities. 

▪ Once a team of parents and other volunteers have been assembled, this age group will be dismissed 

just before the sermon to participate in their own age-appropriate worship of God.                          

This will not occur until a team of people volunteer. Contact Mary Hardwick. 
o Children who are independent readers will stay in the sanctuary and will have their worship guided by the 

worship booklet 

We will continue to pray and seek wisdom and direction for our Children’s Ministry. We covet your prayer partnership in 

discerning God’s leading for His new way for us. As we learn to more authentically worship our awesome God, we pray 

He continue to teach all of us and our children to know Him more deeply and follow Him more closely.  

His, Mary Hardwick, Children’s Ministry Director 
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