
 
COMMUNITY CHAPEL WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

~ February 23, 2021 ~ 
 
 
 

“Lent is a time of returning to God.  It is a time to confess how we keep looking for joy, peace, and 
satisfaction in the many people and things surrounding us without really finding what we 

desire.  Only God can give us what we want.  So, we must be reconciled with God … The season of 
Lent, helps us in a special way to cry out for God’s mercy.” –Henri Nouwen 

 

                      
ONLINE GATHERING UPDATE 

 
As we seek to be consistent in caring for our people and the welfare of our city, the Church 
Board has prayerfully and unanimously discerned that the most prudent course of action 

going forward is to continue gathering on-line through March. The Church Board will continue 
to monitor the City of Nashua’s COVID level data and the roll-out of vaccines. This will be 

reassessed at the March Board meeting.  
 

We are planning to gather on-site for Easter Sunday, April 4th with an outdoor, parking lot 
service, weather permitting, and anticipated improved COVID conditions. Details to follow! 

 
Let's continue to seek the highest and best good God has for us as  

His people and for our community. 
 

"Promote the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile. 
Pray to the Lord for it, because your future depends on its welfare." (Jeremiah 29:7 CEB) 

***** 

 
Join us for Wednesday, Midweek Word and Prayer at 9:00 AM  

on Wednesday, February 24th     
www.facebook.com/communitychapelNH 

 
***** 

 
 
 
 

Not too late to ORDER YOUR LENTEN DEVOTIONAL  
We will be following this Lenten devotional Sacred Invitation  

from Ash Wednesday through until Easter 
Order your copy today on Amazon or at Foundry Publishing. 

http://www.facebook.com/communitychapelNH


 

LENTEN PRAYER PRACTICE 
 

Each week during Lent, we will include a Lenten Prayer Practice on our Facebook page and in our 
newsletter. They will include many Scripture verses and exercises that will be helpful in giving added 
focus to times of prayer, confession and reflection during this season. Select the ones that would be 
helpful to you. We look forward to how God will use them to draw us closer to Him and speak deeply 
into our hearts as we offer ourselves up to Him. The full list of the prayer practices for these forty days 
is attached. 

 
Week One – February 21st – Practice of Fasting 

During Lent, many will abstain from some kind of luxury such as sweets or meat or travel or any other 
self-indulgence that keeps one from remembering the awful curse of the cross. Others will add to their 
lifestyles some additional expression of devotion to Christ, such as a daily reader, additional attendance 
at worship gatherings, volunteering services to those in need, noticing or emphasizing a particular 
practice or joining a group to study a Lenten topic. Still others will choose to become more generous 
during Lent, sending cards, gifts and tokens of affection to loved ones, or making financial offerings 
anonymously to those in need. Whatever you choose, each option is merely an invitation not a 
requirement. It is perfectly fine to not delete, add, or multiply anything new during this season. What is 
most important is ensuring your heart is intentionally attentive to the gifts that Jesus has given by way 
of his ultimate sacrifice on the cross: forgiveness of sins, fullness of life, and a forever home awaiting 
you in heaven. What will be your choice this Lenten season, when for forty days we will all join our 
hearts in united devotion, anticipating once more the celebration of the Risen Christ? May the journey 
ahead be good for your soul. (Outstretched Arms of Grace. A Lenten Devotional. Stephen Macchia) 
 
Scripture: 
• Matthew 6:16 
• Luke 18:9-14 
• Isaiah 58:6-7 
 
Practice Includes: 
• Abstaining from food, drink, shopping, desserts, chocolate, media, habits, comforts, attachments, etc. 
• Adding things that help us to focus on God – Bible reading, prayer, other spiritual disciplines 
• Acts of service for others 
 
Fruit of this Practice: 
• Keeping company with Jesus in relinquishment 
• Praying for needs in the body of Christ 
• A time to repent of self-indulgent, addictive or compulsive behaviors. It allows these small 
deprivations to 
remind us of Jesus' great sacrifice on our behalf. 
• Fasting clears us out and opens us up to intentionally seeking God's will and grace in a way that goes 
beyond normal habits of worship and prayer. 
• Fasting is the first step in realizing that we have to lay down our life in order to find it again in God. 
• Fasting reminds us that we care about 'soul things'. We care about the church. We care about the 
world. We care about doing God's will. Thus, we willingly set aside a little comfort so we can listen and 
attend to the voice and nourishment of God alone. For God can give us grace and comfort and nurture 
we cannot get on our own. 



(Some helpful resources: Spiritual Disciplines Handbook by Adele Calhoun.; Outstretched Arms of Grace. 
A Lenten Devotional by: Stephen Macchia) 
 

***** 

GOOD SAM FUND AT WORK 

We are so grateful to you for your generous donations to our Good Sam Fund in recent weeks. We have 
been able to minister to some of our families in need and here are a few of the expressions of 

appreciation we received. Many thanks to you for your generosity. 
 

In recent weeks, we have been able to minister to some single moms who are struggling with some of 
the very basics as they seek to support their family--so we were able to share some grocery gift cards and 
gas cards with them. But even more than that it was a chance for some special moments of pastoral care 

to them when they stopped by the church. We met and prayed with them and heard a bit about their 
journey. With one of them I was able to share a book on beginning again as that really is the story of her 

life right now as she recovers from some real difficulties. One was a woman from the community that 
was going through a challenging divorce that one of our board member's family's has known for many 

years. It was a good opportunity to just be the church to one in the community 
that is really suffering right now. 

Some are from our church community that we have been able to help with their specific needs such as a 
utility bill or heating cost. We make regular contact with Pennichuck Middle School as we've been 

supporting them by providing for some of the basic needs for their students. The social worker  
there will occasionally let us know of a student (or a few) that need sneakers or some other basic need. 

 
In the recent months, we have also been able to assist a mom that has completed the program at 

Cynthia Day. When she finally got into an affordable apartment, she did not have a bed for her daughter 
so we were able to assist with a bed frame and mattress and  

bedding so she was not sleeping on the floor. 
 

***** 

ALABASTER OFFERING 
We will be receiving our annual offering for alabaster on THIS Sunday, February 28th. 

  
What is Alabaster? 

The Alabaster Offering provides funds for property and buildings around the world. While we 
understand the church consists of the people of God and not a building, buildings erected for the 

purpose of ministry help provide a sense of permanence, functionally enhance ministry efforts, and 
convey an attitude that the Church of the Nazarene intends to "put down roots."  

 
Alabaster funds are to be used for new churches to: 

    •    Purchase a property or church building 
    •    Purchase or build a church parsonage 

    •    Build a church building 
    •    Conversion of a property into a church gathering space 

    •    Meet initial costs for renting a church meeting space for  a limited period 
  



Alabaster funds may also be used to: 
    •    Purchase or build missionary homes 

    •    Purchase or build regional or field missions facilities 
    •    Build or repurpose buildings on Bible college campuses 

 
OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT, WORSHIP AND GROW! 

 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY:   
  

Elementary Kids 
We WILL be meeting tomorrow Wednesday, February 24th. We will kick-off a unique Lenten journey 
activity called, “Give Up to Fill Up.” This activity is an intentional way for our children to experience the 
Lenten practices of fasting, prayer, and focus on God in a way that is age-appropriate. These resources, 
along with links for videos that provide a further understanding of Lent, are posted on our children’s 
ministry Facebook page. We will be using the companion materials of Sacred Invitation Lenten 
Devotions. This resource will be the starting point for our gatherings through March as we journey to 
the empty tomb.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89492698442?pwd=ZktaWGoxRjNjT2lXMzRTYzZOcDBHdz09  
 
Meeting ID: 894 9269 8442 Passcode: 258257 
  
Preschoolers to Kindergarteners 
Fridays at noon “The Lunch Bunch” meets on Zoom! Preschoolers ages 2-Kindergarten gather to sing 
songs, play games, hear a Bible story and have an age-appropriate follow-up activity all while we eat 
lunch! 
This Friday, February  26th we will be meeting at 9:00 am. This is for this week only. 
We will begin learning about Moses. On Friday, March 5th we will resume our normal meeting time of 
12:00 noon. Follow-up coloring and craft activities help us remember our story and give our youngest 
church family members a chance to connect and grow to know one another. The Lunch Bunch is a fast-
paced, fun time of sharing, singing and learning about God’s great love for us!  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86916564116?pwd=MDRZVXUxcFBYOXBkeUdVb25iekdFdz09 
Meeting ID: 869 1656 4116 Passcode: 364371 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

THIS WEEK (Wednesday, February 24th ) we will not be meeting due to School Vacation Week 
Next week we will resume our new series titled “Into the Wilderness.” 

 
 
If you know of a student who is missing out, please contact Pastor Serena at  
pastorserena@community-chapel.org.   
 
 
 

***** 
 

ADULT JOURNEY GROUPS: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89492698442?pwd=ZktaWGoxRjNjT2lXMzRTYzZOcDBHdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86916564116?pwd=MDRZVXUxcFBYOXBkeUdVb25iekdFdz09
mailto:pastorserena@community-chapel.org


 
WINTER JOURNEY GROUP 

                           Overcoming the Darkness by Neil Anderson 
Jesus’ promise is that we will live triumphantly. But the question remains---what is it that 

keeps you from really walking in the joy of the Lord? 
Let’s study these teachings together and see what the Lord  

might be saying to us in these times. You’re welcome to join us any week!! 
 

We will be discussing Chapter Eight ~ Sunday, February 28, 2021 @ 11:00AM 
 

Here is the link to join the Sunday journey group: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86975150747?pwd=THFGYzE0SHRmMDVKQVFPTjB3UmpuQT09 
Meeting ID: 869 7515 0747 
Passcode: 529443 
 

If you missed this past Sunday’s group, below is the recording: 
Sunday, February 21, 2021 
 

Meeting Recording: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/ZPD8Ry0nykVjNlPhEoApeZgR23yCBsDBElj_7q0UI_Z458g4J
qyqf1pqCz4H2yhb.h_lv1Qwo7T2-IMQV 
 
Access Passcode: H5Z^Vxj2 
 
MON PM WOMENS BIBLE STUDY 
This group will be working through Sacred Invitations, the Lenten devotional the church will be following 
through Lent. Kathleen DeFranca is facilitating this group (via Zoom) every Monday evening at 7:00 PM. 
Contact Kathleen at taussied@gmail.com with any questions. 
 

WEDS PM WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
This women’s Bible Study meets via Zoom next Wednesday’s from 6:30-7:45 PM. They are studying All 
Things New by Kelly Minter. Kristine at krisfarhat@charter.net with any questions.  
 

PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER! 
You can reach us at the church office at 603-883-8345 between 9:00 AM and 12:00 Noon daily with 
prayer requests or you can send prayer requests to Pam Ogden to pamo@community-chapel.org.  
Our staff prayer meeting is still occurring every Monday at 9:30AM. If you have a prayer request for 
“Pastors Only” please email Pastor Mary at pastormary@community-chapel.org. 
 
Our Weekly Prayer List is being sent out electronically each Friday with updated prayer requests and 
specific ways we can be praying during this season we are in. If you do not receive a copy and would like 
to, please e-mail Pam Ogden at pamo@community-chapel.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 Our admin staff will be in the office from 9:00-noon Monday – Thursday. Call 603-883-8345 or send an 

e-mail to office@community-chapel.org with any non-urgent requests. 
The office will be closed on Fridays. 

mailto:taussied@gmail.com
mailto:krisfarhat@charter.net
mailto:pamo@community-chapel.org
mailto:pastormary@community-chapel.org
mailto:pamo@community-chapel.org
mailto:office@community-chapel.org


 
Our emergency phone line is operational 24/7 so if you have a pastoral care emergency, please call the 

church phone number and follow the prompts leaving a message and a pastor 
will call you back as soon as possible. 

 
 

***** 

COMMUNITY NEEDS 
 

BEDDING NEEDED 
 

Through Bethany Christian we were made aware of a need in our community that is from an 
organization called Sleep In Heavenly Peace. 

On Saturday March 20th we will have a drive-by drop-off at our Fellowship Hall door. 
We will be collecting new: 

TWIN SIZE MATTRESS COVERS 
TWIN SIZE SHEET SETS 
TWIN SIZE BLANKETS 

  
A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE 

Founded in Kimberly, Idaho in 2012, Sleep In Heavenly Peace (SHP) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable 
organization that builds and delivers free new wooden beds (bunks and twins), mattresses, and bedding 
to kids 3 to 17 years of age that do not have beds of their own.  SHP is a national charitable organization 

having over 250 chapters operating across the United States and Canada. 
  

SHP is the only charity providing hand-made beds to children who do not have beds of their own.  Not 
only do we deliver these beds to kiddos in need, but we partner with organizations, churches, 

businesses, and individuals to build them at events called Build Days. 
  

With so many great charities providing clothing, meals, and toys, little help goes to something as 
permanent as providing suitable beds and bedding.  SHP is a group of volunteers dedicated to finding 

those young children living without the luxury of sleeping on a bed or even laying their heads on a 
pillow.  Through the wonderful efforts of volunteers and generous donations, beds are built, assembled, 

and delivered to those children who are otherwise sleeping on couches, blankets, or even floors.  At 
SHP, we have a mission with a tag line of “NO KID SLEEPS ON THE FLOOR IN OUR TOWN!”. 

  
If you would like to be more involved in their mission or if you want to learn more about Sleep In 

Heavenly Peace by visiting their website at https://www.shpbeds.org/.   

 
END 68 HOURS OF HUNGER NASHUA 

Let’s seek to remember our friends at End 68 Hours of Hunger Nashua. Connect to them 
at https://www.facebook.com/End68Nashua 

Their shed is at 17 Airport Rd (at the back of the building) and is open 24/7 for drop offs. 
This week they could use: 

CANNED SOUP, CANNED PASTA, SALTINE CRACKERS, TUNA, 
INSTANT FLAVORED RICE, PUDDING CUPS, FRUIT CUPS 

https://www.shpbeds.org/
https://www.facebook.com/End68Nashua


 
***** 

 

 

Benediction: 

As we offer ourselves to God in quietness and reflection in this Lenten season, may be sense His 
grace flowing down… 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZdmGVGGH_w&list=PLQyoyzZWuKHIzfl1u_m9HR
9Kb-eWKywwz&index=3  
 

 
Faithfully His and Yours, 
The CC Leadership Team 
  
 
Stay connected by joining Simple Church Directory Group! 
Please email Pam Ogden at pamo@community-chapel.org and she will assist in getting it set up. 
  
 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZdmGVGGH_w&list=PLQyoyzZWuKHIzfl1u_m9HR9Kb-eWKywwz&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZdmGVGGH_w&list=PLQyoyzZWuKHIzfl1u_m9HR9Kb-eWKywwz&index=3
mailto:pamo@community-chapel.org

