
 
COMMUNITY CHAPEL WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

~ September 28, 2021 ~ 
 

 
Lord Jesus, in this world where condemnation pursues every one of us, You bring us grace. 
Father, in this world where hate devours hearts, You bestow love. Holy Spirit in this world where 
fear isolates us, You unite us in the fellowship of the church. O God of love and peace, may we 
live in the grace, love and fellowship into which You have called us. May we experience Your 
presence daily. And may our lives bear witness to Your greatness, now and forever. Amen. 
         ~The Worship Bible 
 

     

***** 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ~ ON-SITE GATHERING @ 10:30 AM  
(NEW FALL SCHEDULE) 

Or join us online @ https://www.facebook.com/communitychapelNH 
 

CURRENTLY REGISTRATION TO ATTEND ON SUNDAY MORNINGS IS NOT REQUIRED. 
USHERS WILL CONTINUE SEATING ATTENDEES UPON ARRIVAL AND SOCIAL DISTANCING WILL 

CONTINUE. 

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL FOR THOSE WHO ARE VACCINATED. HOWEVER, FEEL FREE TO WEAR A MASK 
IF YOU SO CHOOSE. 

WE DO REQUEST THAT THOSE WHO ARE UNVACCINATED WEAR A MASK ON-SITE OUT OF CARE 
AND CONSIDERATION OF THE CONCERNS OF OTHERS. 

     We all are all still tasked with staying home if: 
 

• You do not feel well 
• Have traveled abroad 
• Have been exposed to a person with COVID. We believe that this incremental easing will slowly 

allow us to move forward to normality.  
 

Please do be aware that if there is a sudden spike in cases or sudden change in 
 regional circumstances, these policies and protocols may be brought back.  

The Church leadership is staying  
apprised of the trends and statistics, and as they continue in the right direction,  

we will evaluate the continued easing of our policies. 
Thank you for seeking with us to not only love our neighbor, but to love them well. 

 

The Community Chapel Leadership Team 

 

***** 

https://www.facebook.com/communitychapelNH


THE BEAUTIFUL MANDATE by Pastor Geoff 

“Why are you wearing a mask to church?” That was the question asked of a member of our church one 
Sunday to another. The person asking knew what our protocol for gathering is: masks are optional for 
those fully vaccinated and, out of consideration for the concerns of others, are requested for those who 
are not fully vaccinated, and encouraged for those who are uncomfortable without masks. They knew that 
the masked individual was fully vaccinated, so wondered why they were wearing one. Here’s their answer, 

“This past week I have been with some folks who are more likely to be asymptomatic carriers of the virus. 
So, I am wearing this to protect others around me.” 

And when I heard that person’s answer, I thought, “There’s the beautiful mandate!” 

Unfortunately, wearing a mask has become a symbol of somethings it was never intended to be. Whether 
you support the government mandating mask wearing or not, my aim is not to convince you either way . 
But rather, focus our attention on a higher mandate, a more beautiful mandate, one that anyone who 
dares to claim Christ as Savior falls under. 
 
That beautiful mandate is about choice. Not “freedom of choice” that casts off restraints on my self-
interests. But rather, the holy choice I make to love my neighbor. We find it in words like these… 
 
…in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the 
interests of the others. (Philippians 2:3-4) 
 
No one should seek their own good, but the good of others. (1 Corinthians 10:24) 
 
And yes, it is the second part of what Jesus defined as the Great Commandment (another word for 
mandate), “Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12:31) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God’s mandate to us raises the care and well-being of others to a higher level for us; especially the most 
vulnerable and those who have concerns for their well-being and the well-being of others they come in 
contact with. From the beginning of the pandemic, we have sought to live into this beautiful mandate. 
We need to keep this motivating factor before us: Loving God and loving our neighbors. This is the default 
of those who follow Jesus. It is particularly true when it comes to the most vulnerable. 

 
So, a question recently asked by one of our board members, I echo here: “Where does our love of God 
and neighbor take precedence in all this?” I would add, “What does it mean to love our neighbors if love 
means sacrifice?” How does this play out? 

It has always been this way for God’s people. This strange, counter-cultural, 

beautiful mandate of placing the best interests of others, especially those weaker 

than us, before our own. It is one of the clearest demonstrations of holiness of 

heart and life – sanctification in action - and gives integrity and form to our claims 

of loving God before a watching world. Without this, as the Bible says, our words 

about faith are nothing more than a resounding gong and a clanging cymbal, 

as Paul so poetically puts in 1 Cor. 13. 

 



 
I got vaccinated. Why? I am pretty healthy and had little concern for myself. But to love my neighbors and 
my community, as well as my family, I sensed this was how to seek the highest and best good for others 
and my community. I have confidence in the efforts extended in creating this vaccine with the efficacy it 
has. But it is this beautiful mandate that has informed my choices. 
 
I always carry a mask with me and I don it when I believe I am in a compromised situation or others ask 
me to, out of love for them and respect for their concerns. Why? Because wearing a mask is not a sign of 
weakness or fear. It is a sign of love. 
 
Now, I do not share this as a tactic to force anyone to be vaccinated and even wear a mask, or to bring 
attention to myself. But rather as an invitation to move the conversation out of the political and individual 
rights arena and back to the heart of what matters most. God’s beautiful mandate! A mandate that must 
ask,  

 
“When is it that I sacrifice my rights, my ways, my wants for the best interests of others? How is it that I 
sacrifice my convenience and comfort in care for and consideration of the concerns of my weaker brother 
or sister?”, because that is what love does.  
 
That is something we fail to remember, or, in our age of individualized freedom, would rather forget. Love 
sacrifices for the best interests of others, or as Tish Harrison Warren said recently, “Our personal 
preferences and maximal autonomy must be set aside for the sake of loving our neighbor and for the 
common good. It’s rarely admitted aloud but asking someone to seek the good of others is often a call to 
suffering in one degree or another.” 
 
She goes on, “How do you call a society committed to personal freedom and happiness to bear the 
burdens of others? Most of us intuitively grasp that there’s more to life than living for oneself and one’s 
own happiness or comfort. But we lack a positive vision for the purpose of individual liberty.” 

And that is where the beautiful mandate comes in. God has a strategy for this “positive vision for the 
purpose of individual liberty” and that strategy is you…me…the church! Where we do not gauge our life 
choices around individualized preferences and political ideologies and self-interests. Where we give 
evidence of being the people who will live according to the vision of God’s sacrificial, strong, Christ-
centered and others-oriented love. That is what holiness is – Christlike love! 

I have heard people quote from the Bible, “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free” (Galatians 5:1) 
as a case for liberty. Well, this is our time to truly be free as was defined by Scripture and God’s call. Paul 
goes on to describe this liberty… 
 
You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; 
rather, serve one another humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ (Galatians 5:13-14) 
 
That is the end game for freedom. We are set free in order to love others not to focus of what we think 
is best for ourselves. It’s this beautiful mandate we are called to. How will you and I respond to this call? 

 

***** 



PRAYER UNDER THE TENT! Meet for prayer on Sunday morning at 9:45AM 
“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction and faithful in prayer” (Romans 12:12) 

 

***** 
 

THE WORD AND PRAYER RETURNS NEXT WEEK - OCTOBER 6th AT 9AM!  
Join us at www.facebook.com/communitychapelNH 

 
***** 

WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM ~ SERVANTS NEEDED 
 We are looking for people who have an interest in serving the congregation in the worship and sound 
ministry through the running of slides, facilitating the livestream, running the sound board, and in other 
ways! If you want to share your time and talents in this way (or if you want to be trained to), please 
contact James Shetler at jamess@community-chapel.org.  

 

***** 
COMING SOON.... 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes      October 17th through November 21st 
Shoeboxes will be handed out beginning October 17th following the service.  Shoeboxes are 
due back on November 21st. For more information or to track your shoebox,  
go to https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child 

 
Thanksgiving Baskets       October 3rd through November 1st 
We will be collecting nonperishable food items in October for our Thanksgiving 
Baskets. Our goal is to fill 30 baskets.  List of donations is attached. Drop off bins are in 
the hallway.  

***** 

 
OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT, WORSHIP AND GROW! 

 

Hey Church Family… 

Mark your calendars… 

TOT2K21…It’s coming! 

Saturday, Oct. 30th. 

Watch the newsletter for details! 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/communitychapelNH


 
Children’s Sunday Rhythm: 
Infants through age 4 will continue to be lovingly cared for in the nursery. 
Everyone ages 5 and up will continue to join together in the sanctuary to worship our 
awesome God! Just as children are included in family gatherings, so should they be a 
part of our church family gatherings. 
 

 
Our Kindergarten and early readers are doing a great job learning to worship with their 
church family using the hands-on manipulatives and activities in the Worship Backpacks! 
Make sure to grab one on the way to the sanctuary! 
  

 
  
Our older elementary age friends (independent readers) are using the worship 
activity page to focus on and understand each part of the worship experience. Be 
sure to show your completed sheet to Mrs. Mary! 
  
 
Wednesday Elementary Rhythm: 
Kids and parents come join the fun as we play together and learn together! 
Wednesday’s at 6:30PM we meet at the church to play outrageously fun games, 
share a devotional to help us learn more about God, His names and His character, 
then share a time of worship together. 
It’s guaranteed to be the best 75 minutes of your day 
 
 

Preschool Rhythm: 
We had such fun together the past year with our regulars, but know God has new friends for us to meet 
and grow together in love! For the interim, the Lunch Bunch gathering time has been suspended. If you 
or someone you know has a preschooler that would enjoy hanging out, singing songs, and learning 
about our amazing God and His great love for us, please reach out to Mary Hardwick, Children’s Ministry 
Director, at maryh@community-chapel.org 
 
The plans God has for our children and youth this Fall need adults who will breathe love and 

care into them.   PLEASE prayerfully consider the place the Lord is leading you to serve 
others in our church family. 

 
 

mailto:maryh@community-chapel.org


NURSERY 

Nursery is available for the 10:30 AM service on Sundays for our  
littlest ones from infants through age 4. 

 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY  
 

 

YOUTH GROUP: 

Youth Group will meet at 6:30 Wednesday.  Please join us in the sanctuary as we 
share Games, Music and The Word of God! 

 
 

 
 

NEW FALL ADULT JOURNEY GROUP: 
A Deeper Look on the Sermon on the Mount by John Stott 
We meet in the Fellowship Hall @ 9AM. 
Facilitators: Pastor Shirley Kaltenbach, Melissa Andrew and Mary Hardwick 
You will be able to participate in the group without any preparation.  However, you 
will get a lot more out of this study if you get the book and take some time to go 
through the materials before journey group. Books or digital download may be 
purchased at Christianbooks.com or Amazon.  

 

 
MON PM WOMENS BIBLE STUDY 
This group will resume meeting online on Monday, October 4th @ 7:00PM.  They will be 
studying, Hidden Christmas by Timothy Keller. It will take an illumination journey into the 
surprising background of the nativity. Books cost $5.00, contact Kathleen to join this 
group and to order a book. 

 

 

WED PM WOMENS BIBLE STUDY 
This group will resume meeting October 6th. They will be studying Becoming a Healthy 
Disciple by Stephen Macchia. There is a book and a workbook. They can both be 
purchased on Amazon or at Christianbooks.com. Contact Kristine @ 
Kristinefarhat3@gmail.com for more information. 

 
 

 
PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER 
You can reach us at the church office at 603-883-8345 between 9:00 AM and 12:00 Noon daily with 
prayer requests or you can send prayer requests to Pam Ogden to pamo@community-chapel.org.  
Our staff prayer meeting is still occurring every Monday at 9:30 AM. If you have a prayer request for 
“Pastors Only” please email Pastor Shirley at pastorshirley@community-chapel.org. 
 
Our Weekly Prayer List is being sent out electronically each Friday with updated prayer requests and 
specific ways we can be praying during this season we are in. If you do not receive a copy and would like 
to, please e-mail Pam Ogden at pamo@community-chapel.org 

mailto:Kristinefarhat3@gmail.com
mailto:pamo@community-chapel.org
mailto:pastorshirley@community-chapel.org
mailto:pamo@community-chapel.org
https://www.stpaulcalhan.org/ministries/youth-group/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 

***** 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Our admin staff will be in the office from 9:00-2:00PM Monday – Thursday. Call 603-883-8345 or  

send an e-mail to pamo@community-chapel.org with any non-urgent requests. 
The office will be closed on Fridays. 

 

Our emergency phone line is operational 24/7 so if you have a pastoral care emergency, please call the 
church phone number and follow the prompts leaving a message and a pastor  

will call you back as soon as possible. 
 

CHURCH LIBRARY IS OPEN! Feel free to stop in on a Sunday through the Fellowship Hall 
entrance or contact the church office if you would like to come by during the week to visit 
the library.  Email: mailto:pamo@community-chapel.org 

 

***** 

 
COMMUNITY NEEDS 

 

 

END 68 HOURS OF HUNGER NASHUA 
Let’s seek to remember our friends at End 68 Hours of Hunger Nashua.  

Connect to them at https://www.facebook.com/End68Nashua 
Their shed is at 17 Airport Rd (at the back of the building) and is open 24/7 for drop offs. Let’s continue 

to support this vital need in our community. 
This week they could use: 

INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED SNACKS: CRACKERS, GRANOLA BARS, FRUIT SNACKS; BOXES OF MACARONI 
& CHEESE; CANNED PASTA; CANNED BLACK BEANS 

 

***** 
 

BENEDICTION: 
 

 
Bless us O God with a deep sense of Your Presence as we make our way through this week and 
as You show us the way. May God grant us strength through the power of His Spirit in our inner 
person and may Christ dwell in our hearts through faith.  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LuvfMDhTyMA  

  
 
 
Faithfully His and Yours, 
The CC Leadership Team 
  
  

Stay connected by joining Simple Church Directory Group! 
Please email Pam Ogden at pamo@community-chapel.org and she will assist in getting it set up. 
 

mailto:pamo@community-chapel.org
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LuvfMDhTyMA
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