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TASC stands for Teens Actively Serving Christ. SO...What does TASC involve? How do
these teens serve? Why is TASC important? How does one get more involved with TASC?
Who can go on TASC? How does a church host a TASC event? Keep reading for answers!
The week described in the following few pages is not always the case but represents
what a TASC event can include. By walking you through a typical TASC week, you will
learn about an important program offered by RMS. These trips are only possible
because of the hard work of many people from the TASC Committee of the Host
Church.



First day of TASC (Saturday)
14-19 year old teens are eligible for TASC for
the five summers following their freshman
year of high school. They and their
sponsor(s), an adult from their church who is
over 21, arrive at the host church on
Saturday afternoon. During the first few
hours, they play ice breaker games and have
time to get to know the 20-35 other teens
they will be working with for the next week.

Sunday
TASCers enjoy worshiping with members of
the host church and often enjoy a meal and
fellowship with the congregation. In the
afternoon, the week's projects are explained
to the participants.

TASC was an amazing experience. I felt so encouraged by
our covenant youth and their serving hearts. The laughter
we shared, the deep conversations we had, and the hard

work we experienced made for a week I will not soon forget.
I witnessed teens put their faith into action by their

willingness to serve. They quite literally went amongst the
weeds to provide a shining light to their neighbors. I was

continually impressed by the love they showed each other
and the community they were serving. I am grateful to TASC
for providing this opportunity for these teens to take a week
of their summer to give back and be a testament of Christ's

love." ~Luke Venhuizen

Monday - Thursday
After enjoying breakfast, personal devotions,
and packing lunches for the day, TASCers,
head out into the community to take on a
variety of projects. At the end of the work
day and after cleaning up, everyone enjoys a
meal together, followed by a time of singing
and listening to a speaker. The speaker for
the week ties in the importance of service in
the Christian life reminding us that we truly
serve out of gratitude for the salvation we
have been freely given. The day ends with
some free time and then its lights out. 

A Typical TASC Week



Thursday Night
Thursday night is an opportunity for
everyone to come together for an ice
cream social and talent show. This time
enables church members to get to know
community members who've been
helped through the TASC program. The
TASCers also display gifts they have been
blessed with, such as singing, joke
telling, playing instruments, etc.  
 Sometimes there is a slide show of
before and after pictures from the
week's projects. Much fun and fellowship
is experienced during the talent show
evening.

Friday
After a hard week of work, a treat for the
TASC participants is a day away. The day-
away is a great way to foster fellowship
for the TASCers and quite often allows
TASCers to enjoy a place of interest that
is unique to the area hosting TASC. In the
past, this might have included: going to
the beach, an amusement park, visiting a
local city, or similar events. The lights
out on this day, is often pushed back
allowing participants more time for
fellowship and saying goodbyes.

Final day of TASC (Saturday)
On the last Saturday of TASC, the
students wake up, enjoy breakfast, and
say their final goodbyes before heading
home.

My kids and I served at TASC this
year for the first time and had an

amazing experience. It was inspiring
to watch these kids joyfully serve
others and have fun doing it! (And
all without phones!) The kids made

new friends, were introduced to
new trades, and learned new truths

about God. It exceeded our
expectations and we are excited to

come back again!"
~Stephanie Grinage



During our sessions, we
discussed what it means to be a
witness following the promise

and command of Acts 1:8."
-Katie Mast

 

TASC allows young people to be the hands and feet of Jesus in a
community-minded way. Most of the worksites are within 30 minutes
of the host church. This reinforces the fact that we are all surrounded
by people with real physical and spiritual needs, and we don't have to
travel very far to find them. As a sponsor, I was blessed to see the hard
work, maturity, and spiritual growth in these amazing young people
firsthand. They served joyfully through seemingly mundane jobs that
became kingdom work because we did them in Jesus' name. TASC is a
wonderful opportunity for our young people to actively serve and
grow in Christ with like-minded believers. I highly recommend it!
Sleeping on the floor for a week isn't nearly as bad as it sounds."

-Julia Raudenbush



As a framer, I have learned what to expect when working on houses, no matter the size or the location; they are all generally
the same. But nothing could have prepared me for my experiences at one home in Pantego, North Carolina. I’m sure many
have heard of all the friends made, good times had, and sleep lost at TASC events, but I would like to share with you a
different aspect, the necessity of work that is done. It was the first day of the work week in Pantego. Everything went as I had
expected, a delicious breakfast, a few laughs shared, and a beautiful drive through the North Carolina countryside. My work
group's job was to rip the shingles off a worn-out roof, repair a couple of bad spots, and finish it off with a new steel roof.
But once we started tearing the shingles off, the whole job changed. A couple of bad spots turned into several bad spots.
Several bad spots turned into a lot of bad spots. Then that’s when it happened. I tore off a big chunk of shingles, and staring
back at me was a hole in the roof like I have never seen before. I could see straight into the house from the roof. My first
instinct was to ask the residents if any water ever gets into their homes. They responded by telling me they have been
carrying buckets out multiple times a day for years. I was in shock, I could not fathom how someone could live in a home like
that. But this hole in the roof was only the start. My work group and I quickly patched the sheeting up, which ended up being
a full replacement, and got ready to put some steel on. Until I was told by one of the sponsors that I needed to come inside
immediately. I obliged and made my way into the one-bedroom, where I saw the damage that made the hole in the roof look
like nothing. I was face to face with a 10-foot by 10-foot hole in the floor covered only by carpet draped over half-rotted
joists. Upon closer inspection, I observed what could only be black mold covering the carpet and running up the wall. It
scared me, but I knew I had to take a look under the carpet, with the proper equipment to protect us from the mold, of
course. We called all hands on deck and got to work. It was slow, grueling work, but after the end of the second day, we had
all the mold dead, new joists, and a new subfloor. Finally, we made it safe to walk on. By that time, the rest of the group had
all the steel on the roof, and all that was left was to put some carpet down and add some trim. Once that was done, the
bedroom looked like a brand-new room. I have never seen someone so grateful for the work we had achieved. Everyone in
our work group probably received about 10 tear-filled “thank-yous.” We assured them it was not an issue because God calls
us to help those in need. We only answered that call. 

After this job was completed, I began thinking, “This was
only one house out of millions in the United States; how
many more houses are there in that condition or even
worse that cannot be fixed simply because of the
price?” This is why we need TASC and events just like it.
There are so many in need in our country and across
the world. Not only in need of home repairs but also in
need of the gospel. So we must continue doing both at
the same time. I love TASC for that very reason, and it
must be our mission to continue these events that help
so many others and help our own young people group
exponentially in their faith. We cannot allow our work in
missions to falter, especially when there are so many
with countless physical and spiritual needs.

2022 TASC Pantego, NC
 

Reece Alsum

TASC was an incredible way to learn about neat
organizations and engage with them in their passion for
serving their communities. Prior to TASC, I was not
aware of organizations like Love INC, Habitat for
Humanity, or Gleanings for the Hungry. It blew my
socks off to witness the body of Christ joining hands
and hearts to serve the needs of the community of
Visalia. ~Esther Enas

TASC is an amazing experience to learn how
to serve others in the name of Christ. I think
that it’s very beneficial for one’s spiritual life
and also for one’s evangelistic life. It’s a great
eye opener to the poverty around us and to
see those who need the love of Christ. I had a
great experience on TASC and would highly
recommend going on one” ~Jackson Dykstra



SUMMER 2023                SITES

Faith URC
West Olive, MI

June 17 - 24

New Haven URC
New Haven, VT
June 24 - July 1

Reservations taken February 4      
Registration opens February 11

TEENS Actively Serving Christ

First URC
Chino, CA

June 24 - July 1

MORE INFORMATION AT
RMS.ORG/TASC

Student participation
requires one adult sponsor

for every five students.
A ONE WEEK CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRIP FOR HIGH SCHOOL 

STUDENTS & COLLEGE FRESHMEN - AGES 14-19

Dutton URC 
Ejido-Uruapan, Mexico

July 29 - August 5

Locations fill up fast!
Make plans to reserve

your spots.

Calvary URC
Loveland, CO
June 10 - 17

Please keep the host churches and TASC Advisory Committee (TAC)
in your prayers as they make plans for the 2023 TASC trips!

If you have any questions about TASC or the registration process,
please reach out to the TAC committee at tac@rms.org.

http://rms.org/TASC
mailto:tac@rms.org


Goals of a TASC Event
When the TASC week is complete, one main hope of RMS is that the relationships established with
those in the community will continue to be cultivated by the host church. Even though the TASCers
leave, the church remains a place in the community that will be remembered for the way they were
the hands and feet of Christ during that week. The other main hope is that the teens attending a
TASC event will return home and continue that service in their church and community.

Expectations of a host church?
These TASC trips would not happen if it were not for the diligent work of the host church and the
TASC committee. Giving one's time, treasure, and talents make it possible for any church member
to be involved in a TASC event at their church. Some members of the congregation who volunteer at
the job sites have the wonderful opportunity to work alongside the teens and help teach skills they
can use for the rest of their lives. Others in the congregation donate food or volunteer to prepare
meals for the group. Other congregants open their houses to be showered in, sign up to pray for a
particular TASCer, or give of their gifts and talents in several other ways. One of the biggest
blessings of a TASC event is how it draws the host church together as well. RMS has heard stories of
how hosting a TASC was a wonderful experience for the local church to work together and ignite the
passion for service in their congregations. Please keep the host churches listed on the map above in
your prayers as they continue the plans for the 2023 TASC trips!

Where, When, & What does it cost to go on TASC? 
Each Church is responsible for getting their TASCers to and from the TASC events. With multiple
dates and locations for TASC events, people with different schedules and from different geographic
areas have a greater opportunity to attend. Registration for a TASC event costs $330 per student
and/or sponsor. Most of that fee goes to the host church to cover the costs associated with hosting
a TASC event. The remaining funds are kept with RMS for background checks, t-shirts, and an
administration fee. Some TASC events take place in foreign countries. These foreign trips may have
an additional cost for registration. Make sure to check our website to see the list of next year's
TASC events!

Interested in registering for TASC?
Youth Groups leaders can reserve spots for their teens on the first Saturday of February at noon
EST. The teens and sponsors can register for the event on the second Saturday of February. This
allows the host church to know how many boys and girls are coming and know the skillset of
individuals that are available as projects are finalized. Spaces fill up fast, so be sure to sign up early!

Interested in hosting a TASC at your church?
All member churches of RMS are encouraged to host a TASC at their own church! There are many
resources out there to make your event a successful one! Visit rms.org/tasc for a manual, photos of
past trips, and other important documents and guides. The TASC Advisory Committee (TAC) assigns
a representative(s) to each event to guide and serve as a reference as questions arise. This
representative or an RMS representative attends the event to assist the host church during the
week. Email the TAC committee today if you want more information at tac@rms.org.

More information can be found at rms.org/tasc

mailto:tac@rms.org
http://rms.org/TASC


GIVING
STOCK TO
REFORMED MISSION SERVICES

Double Your Tax Benefits!

If you have appreciated stock or other securities you've owned for at least a year, you can
receive a double tax benefit by donating it to Reformed Mission Services.

Not only will you receive an immediate tax deduction, but you'll also avoid capital gains.

For many supporters, it's more cost-effective than giving cash!

Request information about giving stock to Reformed
Mission Services by contacting Jim Iwema.

Learn More

712-541-4150 jim@rms.org

This village is in the mountains of Peru. The congregation there is looking to build a new
two-story structure in place of their current building. In October of 2021, straight-line winds
caused half of the roof to be ripped off the building. This has been temporarily repaired, but
due to the building being constructed with adobe, it is hard to fasten the timbers to mud
blocks, and it needs further work. They desire to have a building like the one built in
HaucaHusai, except on a smaller scale. The foundation, columns, walls, and roof of the first
floor costs $24,000.00 dollars. 

Reformed Mission Services is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization. Your donation is very
much appreciated and is tax-deductible. Donations can be given online at rms.org/donate
or mailed to 6607 Center Industrial Dr. Jenison, MI 49428 For our Canadian brothers and
sisters, please submit your donations through URMA at urma.ca.

Chupani, Peru

The following is an excerpt from an article written by David
Nakhla, OPC Disaster Response Coordinator. 

 
Please pray for the congregation of Neon Reformed OPC in Neon,

KY, and the surrounding region. Praise the Lord for sparing the
lives of all the church members from injury, and remember those

who are mourning the lives of those lost in this flash flood. Pray for
traveling mercies for those heading into Neon to respond to this

disaster. And pray about when you might participate in the clean-
up and rebuild effort that will be soon to come. 

 
The Disaster Response Committee of  RMS continues to look
into ways to help in eastern KY! Visit rms.org/eastern-kentucky-
flooding or reach out to the Disaster Response Committee at
disasterresponse@rms.org for more information.

Raging Flood Waters in Neon, Kentucky
Water level in the church

mailto:jim@rms.org
http://www.urma.ca/
http://rms.org/eastern-kentucky-flooding
mailto:%20disasterresponse@rms.org


These work trips are such a blessing not just to the people that
we can go down to help but also to those of us who go. Teams
were able to go back to Princeton, KY during August and hope
to continue to have a presence there into Sept. We continue
the work that others before us had started. Ronnie and Jeannie
had their house destroyed when the tornado hit in December
2021. This couple is in their 70s and lost a lot. Their son and
neighbors had their homes flattened. In April and May the
footings were poured and the block was laid for the crawl
space. Teams came this summer to frame the house and get
the sides on. So far in August we have been able to work on the
plumbing, drywalling, painting, and electrical work. The teams
tha 

WESTERN KENTUCKY
DISASTER UPDATE

 

Stephan Postma

that have been in Kentucky helping have had a great time of
hard work and fellowship. Ronnie enjoyed spending time with
the children and both he and Jeannie  were very happy to have
the children there. 

If you can ever break away from your busy lives to help hurting
and struggling people I would highly recommend it. It is such a
blessing for each party involved. My sons are already looking
forward to taking another service trip.

We are still in need of volunteers
to help in western Kentucky!

Please prayerfully consider going
to Kentucky to help those in

need. If you are interested please
reach out to the Disaster
Response Committee at

disasterresponse@rms.org

mailto:disasterresponse@rms.org


Ukraine Disaster
Al Rumph

Al Rumph and Jeff Kortman, couriers to Krakow,
shown with some of the crates before being sent

on to Ukraine.

Crates for Ukraine (CFU) was started as a way
to help provide much-needed items to those
who are still in Ukraine. Several churches in
western Michigan worked together to help
send sterile bandages, pain medication,
prescription medication, flashlights,
batteries, surgical supplies, hospital
equipment and wound kits packed into 18
crates each weighing 50 pounds. Dutton URC
collected and packaged many of the items to
be sent, while Bethany URC of Wyoming put
the crates together and sent the two couriers
by air with the supplies. The funding that
made this project possible was provided by
churches, individuals, and Reformed Mission
Services. The crates left on the 27th of July
arriving in Krakow, Poland on the 28th. Many
of those crates were put into a van the
following day and then taken across the
border to L’viv, Ukraine where they were
opened. The contents were then sorted and
delivered to the various churches. From
there, members of these churches would
finally place the items in the hands of those
in need.

A big THANK YOU to all who participated and made this possible. Please continue to be in prayer for the Christians in
Ukraine as well as for the country of Ukraine as the war continues. Life for those remaining in the occupied territories
and parts of the country still under siege has become very difficult. Pray that through this the gospel will shine forth. 

Ukraine Disaster Update
Rob Brinks

Ukraine Update: Since the Russian attack on February 24,
2022, almost 14 million people have been displaced from
their homes. Approximately 7 million live outside the
borders of Ukraine, while the other 7 million live in shelters
and churches within its borders. I recently met with Jon
Eide, the PCA's Ukraine Coordinator for Mission to the
World (MTW). He expressed his utmost thanks for the
assistance from RMS, its member churches and individuals,
and other organizations and denominations. He reported
to me that the future is uncertain for Ukraine until the war
is over. With that said, winter is coming, and specific needs
will be presented to RMS soon concerning how we can
help. We are still collecting monetary donations currently
and hope to send more information to you as it comes to
us. Keep an eye on our social media platforms, bulletin
announcements, updates, and website for ways in which
you can help. To donate to this effort, go to
rms.org/donate/ukraine



In May we hosted our first bowling fundraiser in northwest Indiana.
Over 100 bowlers came out for the event and it allowed us to not only
strengthen existing relationships but also build new ones. Many of the
participants had just heard of RMS by name but did not know what we
offered. The event allowed us to explain to people what programs
RMS has, and it increased excitement about future opportunities to
serve Christ and share the gospel message.  

FUNDRAISERS
 

In August there was a Sporting Clay Fundraiser in Caledonia, MI. This was a new venue for our 4th annual
event and was well received. We were able to complete the course and enjoy a meal before any rain started to
fall! We were very grateful for that!  Prizes were given to the best shooters in three age categories and there
were plenty of silent auctions items to bid on. 

We always have a great time at
the annual sporting clay shoot.
It's such a fun way to help RMS

raise money for the various
projects they are involved with.

RMS has provided service
opportunities for my family
over the last several years.

What a great organization to
support! -Tim Poll

In September we held our
first Sporting Clay Fundraiser
in South Dakota. The weather
was perfect for this type of
event. We are very thankful
for those who came out to
show their support and look
forward to doing an event
like it again next year! 

We are so thankful for all the businesses, individuals, and volunteers
that make these fundraisers possible. To the people who pray for,
give financially to, or give of their time at these events we say THANK
YOU! We truly could not do it without you! If you are interested in
hosting a fundraiser locally or supporting events like the ones
described below, please reach out to Jim Iwema at jim@rms.org!

mailto:jim@rms.org


Children's ChallengeChildren's ChallengeChildren's Challenge

Cusco, Peru 
December 9-16, 2022

Sabana Grande
de Boya, DR
January 9-16, 2023

Bohoc, Haiti
February 8-17, 2023

Naples, FL 
(High School aged)

March 31- April 8, 2023

Santa Marta,
Colombia 
March 9-15, 2023

Tepeyac,
Costa Rica

TBD 2023

6607 Center Industrial Dr.
Jenison, MI  49428

616.466.8214    contact@rms.org

To request additional copies of this newsletter, please reach out at rms.org/connect

Congratulations to Martha! 
She was the winner of our last Children's Challenge. 

Martha is 7-1/2 and lives in Zeeland, MI, with her mom, dad, 4
sisters, and twin brother. She likes to eat tacos and play with
her friends. Her favorite Bible verse is John 3:30, "He must
increase, but I must decrease." For finding all the correct
answers and having her name drawn she won a Bible and a
notebook!Martha with her Dad

Visit rms.org/ministry-development-trips
for more information!

https://www.instagram.com/reformedmissionservices/
http://rms.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ReformedMissionServices
https://goo.gl/maps/LA3WWTAcoc2hgHuy7
https://goo.gl/maps/LA3WWTAcoc2hgHuy7
https://goo.gl/maps/LA3WWTAcoc2hgHuy7
https://goo.gl/maps/LA3WWTAcoc2hgHuy7
mailto:contact@rms.org
http://rms.org/ministry-development-trips

