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By Al Rumph
A potent storm system moved across the central United States on December 10-11, 2021
resulting in widespread severe weather.  Numerous tornadoes occurred with storms that
traveled through Kentucky on the evening of December 10, and into the morning of the next day.
These included a significant long track that devastated Mayfield, KY.  This tornado began near
Woodland Mills, Tennessee, and stayed on the ground all the way to Falls of Rough, Kentucky; a
distance of 165.7 miles!  This tornado was a continuation of the western Kentucky (Mayfield)
tornado and will go down as the longest continuous tornado track on record in the
Commonwealth of Kentucky at 163 miles (plus another two miles in Tennessee). This tornado
caused devastation in many communities. Homes were ripped from their foundations. Debris
was scattered for miles. To date, a total of 80 lives were lost to these tornadoes. 

One of the aspects of Reformed Mission Services (RMS) is to offer assistance where there has
been a disaster. Normally RMS responds to a request from a sister church or churches of like
mind. This allows RMS to use their facilities for staging and assisting particular needs. In the case
of the Kentucky disaster there were no like-minded churches, and so, at the recommendation of
the State Disaster Response Coordinator, RMS visited various sites before selecting to work in the
Princeton area under the coordination of an organization called H R Ministries. (H R stands for
Hell is Real.) They are a prison ministry who were tapped on the shoulders to coordinate relief in
this part of the state. 

A lot could be said about the work they are doing but our focus is on what RMS came to do, and
that was to show the love of Christ by assisting those who had lost much to the storm and could
not recover on their own. The first day we found ourselves assisting a family build a new house.
Their trailer had been destroyed and were living in a temporary camper. The husband and wife
recently came to know the Lord. Both of them had been drug users and he had been in prison.
When we arrived the two-bedroom house had been framed in and was waiting for the roof. It will
still need plumbing, electrical and drywall before the family can move in; hopefully sometime in
June. RMS began another house by putting in the foundation while others will come to finish it off
in the near future. 

Through devastation we see the opportunities the Lord gives us to share the gospel and proclaim
His name. We made new friends and are indebted to the hospitality of our hosts, HR Ministries,
and the great food provided by the Vanzora Baptist Church. 
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A lot of

devastation. A

lot of need. It

was great to be

part of the RMS

team and help

those folks out."

-Brian Yonkman

I’'m thankful I was able to go to

KY and help build a home for a

family who lost theirs. The

local church was very

welcoming and I enjoyed

wonderful fellowship with

other believers. It was a

blessing to serve the Lord by

helping thru RMS. -Jenny Brink

RMS hopes to have teams in Kentucky during the summer as well. If you are interested in
being notified when we know more details please sign up at rms.org/disaster-response

https://rms.org/disaster-response


TEENS Actively Serving Christ
Please continue to pray for the five TASC planning committees and host

churches. There are over 185 students and sponsors signed up for TASC this
coming summer and we are very excited to see what the Lord will do with the

service they provide in the area communities! 

2022 TASC Sites
Cornerstone URC, Sanborn, IA   June 11-18

 

Trinity URC, Visalia, CA   June 11-18
 

Covenant URC, Pantego, NC   June 18-25
 

 Oak Glen URC, Lansing, IL  July 30-August 6
 

Cornerstone URC, Mexico   July 30-August 6
Hudsonville, MI

If your church would like to host a
TASC in 2023 or 2024, please contact

the TASC Advisory Committee at
TAC@rms.org

Reformed Mission Services is a 501 (c)(3)non-
profit organization. Your donation is very
much appreciated and is tax-deductible
Donations can be given online at
rms.org/donate or mailed to 6607 Center
Industrial Dr. Jenison, MI 49428 For our
Canadian brothers and sisters, please submit
your donations through URMA at urma.ca.

Funds are currently being raised to purchase
land for a church with a parsonage in Los
Cuadros, Costa Rica. This property will offer
more exposure, allowing the church to have a
greater impact on the community! Please
prayerfully consider giving to this project. All
of our current projects can be viewed at
rms.org/donate/current-projects!

Marvin Briceño (Pastor) and his two sons Harvin (preaching
Elder) and Juan (Deacon) of the Los Cuadros Church

Pictures of each TASC event will be available
to view on Facebook and at rms.org/tasc

Los Cuadros, Costa Rica

mailto:TAC@rms.org
https://rms.org/donate
http://www.urma.ca/
http://rms.org/donate/current-projects


There are many more implications to being selfless than I had thought. This trip
prompted many questions I had never asked myself before. Watching the 
 quiieeieiet 

With each project, we ran into unexpected difficulties but found creative solutions. Our team never lacked witty
commentary, hilarious jokes, and a generally positive attitude. We left the mission station in good condition for the
Medical Missions International group planning to stay there later this year. Despite our busy work schedule, we were
blessed to connect with our hosts, children from the school next door, employees at local shops, and people from the
churches we visited. Some of my favorite memories are learning how to cook plantains from Rogelia, playing Slap Jack
with the girls Lisa and Noelia, and Sunday worship. Worship was a powerful experience, as I didn’t know any of the
songs and struggled to identify the Bible passages being read. However, the desire to worship God that permeated the
service did not need to be translated. Being surrounded by people praising God in a language that He understands, but
I do not, was a powerful experience.

The goal was to bless and encourage our Christian brothers and sisters in the DR, and I believe that we did. Yet they
greatly blessed us as well. I was humbled by the attitude of service that I saw exemplified.

I expected different food, but I had not been expecting an entirely different perspective on
life. The simple lack of seatbelts surprised me, but the difference goes much deeper.
“Safety first” does not make sense in the Dominican Republic. Their culture isn’t built
around trying to live forever. No one questions if parents zip around on motorcycles, with
their toddlers balanced in front of them when this is the most common (and sometimes the
only available) form of transportation. Despite language barriers, we were often able to
effectively communicate with our hosts regarding the needs of the mission station. Our
team collectively mixed, poured, and shaped concrete, painted rooms, tore down termite-
infested bunk beds, made a ladder for roof access, and made a concrete cap for a toolshed.

This was my first international mission trip, and I expected
culture shock. However, I hadn’t expected it to feel like
stepping into another world. Just getting from the airport to
the mission station was an adventure! I’ll never forget
watching the rain pour down in sheets as traffic wove
hectic patterns around the puddles gathering on the roads
as we bounced toward the mission station in Sabana
Grande de Boya.  

Dominican
Republic

 

 

By ALEXANDRA SIJTSMA

Thanks to everyone who donated to the bunk bed project in the Dominican
Republic. It was such a blessing how quickly we were able to raise these
funds, as the beds are needed by medical teams going there this summer! 

quiet strength of the women as they tirelessly served us
and their families made me wonder if I could do the
same. Could I be content working in such a way that
was so obviously not about me? God must be glorified;
if that means I lose sleep, don’t get ‘my space,’ and must
bless my family even when they don’t deserve it… so
what? If I focus more on bringing glory to God then my
own desires do not matter as much.

Gloria a Dios! (Glory to God)



COSTA RICA
BY LAURA VAN GRONINGEN

same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord." Among our list of
tasks were rooms needing paint, storage closets to be tiled and grouted, stairs were
recemented, and playground swings were hung. We also purchased supplies, tidied
some garden areas, a washer and dryer were rewired and installed, a room was gutted
and reconstructed, windows were washed, plumbing and welding odd jobs were
completed, and meals were prepared and the kitchen cleaned. Our work was done at
the CECRE grade school and high school in Guadalupe. 

Highlights that are always more important than just checking off chores on the list
provided by Rev. Bill and Aletha Green included several friendship activities. The first
U.S.

The RMS trip to Costa Rica in March 2022
included 13 brothers and sisters in the family of
God. Different ages (16 to 66 years old) of men
and women came from Iowa, Illinois, and
Michigan. The leaders used our skills and
willingness to accomplish a large list of things to
do. They put 1 Corinthians 12:4,5 into practice. " Now there are varieties of gifts, but the

U.S. vs. 6th grade Costa Rica soccer game occurred on Friday. The U.S. won 12-10. Since the 5th graders were so envious of
the 6th graders, the second US. vs. Costa Rica soccer game occurred on Monday. Costa Rica won 6 - 4. They said it was
their best day in 2 years (covid curse on children)! The third soccer game occurred at the high school on Thursday. Teams
were switched every 10 minutes so the better players could play longer while inexperienced and aged players could have a
break. Various unscheduled classroom/hallway interactions also occurred, but students in the advanced high school English
class were very grateful for our scheduled small group English conversational classroom time. 
Sunday was a glorious day of worship in God's house in a different country and in an unknown language. Fellowship
blossomed at Pacto de Gracia Church coffee time and in the homes of fellow believers over a Costa Rican meal and during
a pleasant afternoon. A translator was present in each home. God delights in worship from every tribe, tongue,
language, and nation.

A bus (we were thankful for other drivers) took us on our Saturday outing about 2
hours into the country to a park with a volcano-made lake. Hiking, siesta in the warm
sunshine, and volleyball in the shade were followed by a Costa Rican buffet restaurant
with outdoor seating (we were thankful for our three translators). Speaking of food,
forget about losing weight (usually an older person's concern) or forget about not
getting enough to eat(usually a hard-working young person's concern). Hearty
breakfast, Costa Rican coffee or juice and treats for morning snack, hearty lunch,
afternoon snack, hearty supper often made by Costa Ricans followed by dessert. Fig
Fantasy ice cream became a favorite. After a week of working, eating, playing, talking,
laughing, worshiping, and singing together, a group of strangers became very dear
American and Costa Rican friends. 

Maybe the Lord will open the doors for us to volunteer together again. 

Soli Deo Gloria!



On Tuesday, February 15, eight excited participants in the 2022 RMS Mission Trip to Haiti gathered for a
group photo in the hanger of Missionary Flights International at the Treasure Coast International Airport in
Ft. Pierce, Florida, to head off on our journey. Just after 6:00 AM, we boarded a classic DC-3 with beautiful
new turbine engines for the 4-hour flight down over the Bahamas all the way to the city of Cap Haitian on
Haiti’s north coast. There we went through international customs and then re-boarded the plane to fly up to
a grass landing strip on the Central Plateau of Haiti at the Pignon Municipal Airport. (It was a wonderful
answer to prayer to be able to avoid all the chaos of Port-au-Prince and go directly to the quiet and sweet
countrysidess

For one full week, our team had the privilege of
doing hands-on ministry among our Haitian
brothers and sisters in Christ, in the village of
Bohoc. HAFF’s mission statement is: “Equipping
Haitians and Americans through Christ-centered
education and compassion ministries.” Every day
while on the campus of HAFF, we were able to
make significant progress painting and re-roofing
the mission’s Administration Building. It was such a
boost to the community to have a glistening white
building with a new roof right on Route Nationale
#3!

We also had many opportunities to lead devotions
with Haitian students from IPB (the Institute
Pratique de Bohoc) the secondary school on the
campus of HAFF that has nearly 400 students. 

Haiti
Eric Hausler, Pastor
Christ the King Presbyterian Church

countryside of the Central Plateau.) After retrieving
our luggage from baggage claim (which is in the
shade of a big mango tree), we climbed in a 4-wheel
drive vehicle to head off to the 40-acre campus of
the Haitian American Friendship Foundation
(HAFF).



One of my favorite things
to do after work was
getting to teach and
play basketball with some
of the Haitians. They had
a pretty rundown
basketball court with
one hoop. Before we left
for Haiti, we bought a new
net and a basketball
with a pump and left it
down there. I told them
to keep practicing so
that if I go again in the
future we could play
some more."

   Mason Berens
Team Member

On the home-visits we typically read the
Scriptures in both English and Haitian
Creole

Who knows what the Lord has in store for Haiti? It is a very troubled country with a troubled history, but our
brothers and sisters in Christ have hope that the Lord Jesus reigns on the throne and He has them securely in
his grip. As we said goodbye to our friends at the Haitian American Friendship Foundation, my heart was
heavy as I thought about what a simple farmer said to me on a recent mission trip a few years ago. He said,
“Thank you for coming back to Haiti with a team. It is an answer to our prayers, and it reminds us that God
hasn’t forgotten about us!”  Maybe you could be his answer to prayer next time! 

One of the greatest blessings of our
time at HAFF for every mission team
that has been sent by RMS over the
years is to be able to do “home visits”
among the people in the village. The
staff of HAFF makes a schedule ahead of
time for those in the community who
need encouragement because of a loss
or sickness. The team then loads up
with a bag of rice, a bag of beans, and
some cooking oil for each family as we
head down the winding paths of the
village to make our visits from house to
house. 

Every day we worked from 8 AM to 4 PM, 
and then we would go on home visits to meet with the locals. Pastor Eric

would translate for us here; we would read one verse at a time in English, and then
he would read it in Creole. We prayed the same way: one sentence in English, one in

Creole. Just so everyone would know what was going on! 
-Makayla Berens Team Member

Creole, sing a song, and then, after having taken prayer requests, several of the team members lead in
prayer for those we visit. Every line of the prayer was translated for the family we were visiting. It is always
such a privilege to be invited into the lives of these dear brothers and sisters in Christ, to hear of their
suffering, and then to ask for the Lord to bring healing and blessing as we leave a gift of something to eat.
Without a doubt, each of the team members senses that we part from them having received more than
we’ve given!



California
Fundraiser

 B y  R i s a  E s c h e n

After 100 shots per competitor, we trudged back to the lodge for a
scrumptious meal and fellowship time. But there was one more thing
yet to do…awards! Some of the guys there were incredible shots! I
won an award for the best shooter in my division, but this was
because I was alone in my division. With a score of 18 out of 100, you
girls would have no problem beating me! So come on ladies, we need
you there too! Don’t make it so easy for me! 

I’m thankful for this opportunity that we were able to go clay
shooting and also to support RMS. I pray that God uses them for His
glory. One of the ways we can help bring that about is by continued
support and participation in fundraisers like this! 

See you all there next year!

My adrenaline was pumping as dad and I pulled up to the
range. Most of the men there had been competitively
shooting clays for years. For me, however, this was all a new
experience. 

The group was a cheery one, making my dad and I feel a part
of the group even though it was our first time… and even
though I was the only girl shooter! They encouraged me to
do my best while still playfully reminding me that they were
die-hard competitors who would do what it takes to come in
first.

B & Z Auto

THANK YOU FOR CONTRIBUTING TO OUR 
SPORTING CLAY SHOOT FUNDRAISER

Sporting Clay
Fundraiser

Many Anonymous Donors
Kent & Arlys Van GroningenSchemper's

After a time of mingling, coffee, and announcements, we all shuffled
into our various teams and headed for our first station. I appreciated
that we were able to take each of the ten stations at our own pace,
making it conducive to enjoying the competition. 

It was both exciting and relaxing, forgetting about the stress of the
week. All our attention was on those little orange discs we had to
obliterate!



From March 18-21 a group of nine people from NW Iowa went to Omaha,
Nebraska, to help the Omaha Reformed Church (RCUS Church Plant) upgrade its
facility. 

The biggest project we had was replacing the church’s basement carpeting.
Volunteers from Omaha Reformed's overseeing church, St. John’s, came to give a
hand pulling up the old carpeting. Meanwhile, other team members put a fresh
layer of paint on the inside brick foundation. Later the outside foundation was
painted as well. The group that came brought a bobcat and helped level the
stone parking lot. Team members also trimmed encroaching trees and bushes.
These trimmings and the old carpeting required multiple trips to the area landfill!  
One additional project was replacing a deteriorated section of concrete in front of
the church. After a morning of manual labor, we also did some door-to-door
canvassing around the neighborhood. We broke into four teams and visited
around 200 homes. Pastor Randy had prepared clipboards with assigned areas
and door hangers that contained information about the church, THE COMPLETE
GOSPEL booklets, and Easter storybooks for homes with younger children. We
made several good contacts and even had some visitors turn out for Sunday
School and worship services the following day! 

On Sunday the congregation held a fellowship meal after the worship service in
appreciation of the guests. After a relaxing Sunday afternoon, we had a pizza
supper at the church and watched a documentary on worship called: “SPIRIT AND
TRUTH: How Does God Want to Be Worshipped.” The video clearly emphasized
that worship is for an audience of One, God. 

Besides all this, we also had some opportunities for leisure and fun. On Saturday
evening, the chaperones took the team to a trampoline park. After the movie
Sunday evening, those staying at the Klynsmas had a rousing game of SPOONS.
The last organized activity was an invite from a family in the church on Monday
evening. They have a game room in their basement… including a ping pong table,
a pool table, and a home theater. They also treated us to homemade caramel
corn and other snacks.

The event took a fair amount of planning, but everyone had a good time. We are
grateful to each participant and expect friendships were made that will last a
lifetime. omahareformed.org

CHURCH PLANT IN OMAHA
HOSTS RMS TEAM

 By Rev. Randy Klynsma

Saturday we went around the
nearby neighborhoods going door
to door letting people know about
the church. We gave them a
pamphlet with the church’s contact
information if they had any
questions. We handed out Easter
Booklets to some of the houses that
had children, and if there was
anyone who was curious about what
the church believed and preached,
we gave them a small book with the
creeds and Catechism Questions."

-Ian DeBoom

http://www.omahareformed.org/
http://www.omahareformed.org/


Due to the invasion of Ukraine by the Russian army, Europe is experiencing a refugee crisis. More than a million
women and children have fled their homes in Ukraine since the beginning of the war. Here in Milan, our church
has been given the opportunity to help brothers and sisters in Christ who are in great need.

Alena Fedchishina has been living with us in our home since Wednesday, March 2. She is a dear sister in Christ
whom we have known for some years. While studying for her Master's Degree in Milan, she attended our
church, Chiesa Riformata Filadelfia. Alena has been working at the Italian embassy in Kiev. She is also a
member of a presbyterian church there. Alena speaks fluent Italian, as well as Ukrainian and Russian. When
missiles started hitting her neighborhood, she and other colleagues from the embassy sought shelter in the
Ambassador’s home.

Alena and two colleagues, an Italian couple who had heard of an
armored column that would provide an escort to the Ukrainian border,
escaped by car. She fled with nothing but a small backpack. What they
thought would be a two-day journey turned into five days through
Ukraine, Moldova, Romania, Hungary, Slovenia, and finally Italy.
Hundreds of thousands of refugees were on the roads. They experienced
traffic jams, chaotic lines at gas stations, difficult border crossings, and
some dangerous detours through mountains. Because martial law was
declared in Ukraine, their bank cards were blocked. What little cash they
had was used for gas.

After crossing the Italian border, the couple left Alena in Trieste
(northeast Italy). We bought her a train ticket to Milan. When we picked
her up at the train station, she was fragile. She had not eaten for days.
By God’s grace, she has been recovering quickly. We are happy to help
her in any way we can. She is staying with us in our basement until the
war is over or she finds the means to live in her own place. She is
currently looking for work. In fact, today she has an interview with a
non-profit organization that helps refugees.

Our little church here in Milan is doing everything possible to welcome
her and help her feel at home. They took a collection and bought her
some clothes and necessary items. They are committed to helping her.
We pray that she will feel at home with us and that our family and
church can minister to her.

Ukraine Crisis

There have been other families that Chiesa Riformata Filadelfia has been able to help out as well. Their stories of
making their way to Italy are similar to Alena's, they dealt with traffic jams, chaotic lines at gas stations, dangerous
roads, bureaucratic troubles at the borders, car trouble, little food, etc. Finally, they made it there. They decided to
go there because, first, the refugee camps in Poland and Hungary are overwhelmed. Second, they know Alena from
when she was part of their church while studying her undergrad in Kharkiv. Lastly, Alena was able to find a
temporary place for them to stay. Please continue to keep Alena and the many others like her in your prayers! 

Reformed Mission Services has been actively collecting and sending funds to help the refugees during the Ukrainian
Crisis. RMS has been working with URCNA, OPC, ARP, and PCA missionaries and ministries in and around Ukraine to
provide food, transportation, supplies, clothing, and housing to refugees who have fled. Pray that as Christ's love is
shown by taking care of their physical needs, the Gospel will also be heard and that many, through this tragedy, will
come to faith in our Lord and Savior!  The story that follows is from Rev. Michael Brown, a URCNA missionary in
Milan, Italy. The church there has been able to help many people during this crisis.

Link to Mission Milan's blog missionmilan.org/updates/april-2022

https://www.missionmilan.org/updates/april-2022
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For more information visit: rms.org/fundraisers

Tolle Lege

Reformed Churches and Organizations Ministering to
Ukrainian Refugees in addition to the work in Milan, Italy

https://rms.org/fundraisers


Haiti
February 2023

 MORE DETAILS IN OUR
NEXT NEWSLETTER! 

UPCOMING TRIPS
Dominican Republic 

January 2023

Peru  
December 2022

Costa Rica
March 2023

Below are four questions that ask about different articles in this newsletter. If you send in all four
correct answers, you might be picked to win a prize just like Henry was the last time!  Make sure to ask
your parents for permission and for help! 

Question 1:  Who taught Alexandra how to cook plantains?
Question 2:  What is the name of the church in Italy helping Ukrainian refugees?
Question 3:  What state did RMS have Disaster Response teams in?
Question 4:  When is the Sporting Clay Fundraiser in Humbolt, SD?

 

Go to rms.org/resources/newsletter-challenge (Or use the QR code above) to fill out a form to submit
your answers. Then your name will be entered into a drawing! If your name is picked on July 11, 2022,
you will win a prize! 

6607 Center Industrial Dr.
Jenison, MI  49428

616.466.8214    contact@rms.org

To request additional copies of this newsletter, please reach out at rms.org/connect

Congratulations to Henry! 
He was the winner of our last Children's Challenge. 

Henry is 12 years old and is in 6th grade, he loves baseball
and is pitching this year for his team. He also enjoys playing
basketball for his school and with his brothers. His favorite
dessert is his grandma’s strawberry pie. He plays piano and is
learning to play the trumpet. He currently is enjoying reading
Oregon Trail books. At his church, he enjoys attending Cadets,
the pinewood derby, and campouts! He has 2 brothers and
lives with his parents in California. 

Way to go Henry!  Thanks to everyone who participated 
and make sure to try again this time!

Children's ChallengeChildren's ChallengeChildren's Challenge

Henry with his pastor

https://www.instagram.com/reformedmissionservices/
https://www.ecfa.org/MemberProfile.aspx?ID=46295
http://rms.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ReformedMissionServices
http://rms.org/resources/newsletter-challenge
https://barnabasfoundation.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/LA3WWTAcoc2hgHuy7
https://goo.gl/maps/LA3WWTAcoc2hgHuy7
https://goo.gl/maps/LA3WWTAcoc2hgHuy7
https://goo.gl/maps/LA3WWTAcoc2hgHuy7
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