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Hurricane Ian Disaster Response
Jim Woldhuis

Northern Wisconsin is a long way from southwest Florida. More than miles separate
Ladysmith, WI from Cape Coral, FL. Ladysmith has a population of 3,000, and Cape
Coral is home to just shy of 200,000. Ladysmith is home to the only traffic light in
Rusk County. Cape Coral has more traffic lights than we could count. Yet there is a
painful bond that connects us. Both communities know what it is to experience
natural disasters. In September 2002, a tornado destroyed much of downtown
Ladysmith, while in September 2022, Hurricane Ian unleashed its wrath on Cape Coral. 
This past November, four men from Ladysmith Chrisitan Church volunteered through
RMS to help with Hurricane Ian relief efforts in Cape Coral. We arrived, having never
been to Cape Coral, with very little idea of what we would find, do, or even stay.
Thanks to RMS, housing, tools, work, and even several meals were all arranged. We did
a vast variety of work. Every day we made new friends and were able to help many.
Everything from cleaning and small repairs at Trinity Reformed Church, to fixing
sheds, carports, fences, and two days removing shingles and repairing a roof. 



It was during this roofing work that we met two couples employed by a contractor from the church. We were very glad
for their assistance on the roof! The couples were Hispanic and spoke very limited English. My Spanish is poor at best,
but we were able to communicate some. One couple was from Nicaragua, the other from Honduras and Mexico. The
couple from Nicaragua had three young children back in their homeland, staying with a sister. We could only imagine
the economic situation that would cause them to leave young children behind in order to find work to provide for their
families.
 

Knowing that we came to serve in the name of Jesus, we sought to tell them about Jesus. To cross the language barrier,
we purchased Spanish Bibles and Spanish devotional books and obtained a Spanish Ultimate Question Pamphlet that
clearly explains the Gospel. During a lunch break, we invited them to sit with us and shared as best we could the love of
God for them through His Son Jesus. We pray that the Lord of the harvest will send others to water and others to
harvest the seed we planted. 

God's love is for people. God's love is for all people. God's passion is that the lost repent and turn to Him in faith. God's
command is that we share His love with others. God's commission that we tell the world about Him. This is why we
teamed up with RMS. This is why four men from a small, out-of-the-way town in northern Wisconsin traveled to Cape
Coral, Florida. We enjoyed being able to serve through RMS. We loved being able to share our great God's love with
others.

Seeing Through the Eye of the Storm
RMS Board Member Chris Kuperus and Daughter Sage

On November 18, 2022 a group of four from NW, Iowa, made their way to Cape Coral to help with the continuing
rebuilding efforts. On Saturday, November 19, I, along with the rest of the RMS board, were in our annual face-to-face
board meeting at Trinity Reformed Church (URCNA) in Cape Coral. My daughter Sage, along with her Aunt Chantelle
DeRooy, and cousin Emma DeRooy (Orange City, IA), traveled down to Fort Meyers Beach along the coast. The
devastation there was beyond words. Piles of rubble were stacked up alongside the road for miles on end, with mere
shells of homes sitting ominously in the middle of wreckage and debris. An overwhelming sense of need edged
dangerously close to feelings of hopelessness as the impact of Ian began to take hold in our minds. 

Further inland, near the Trinity Reformed Church’s parsonage and church building, the scene was (thankfully)
drastically different. While the impact of the storm was still devastating for this congregation of roughly 60 members,
meeting their needs seemed more ascertainable for our small group of volunteers. On Monday, November 21, our
group of four began clean-up around the parsonage grounds. With the generous help and support of some of the
members of Trinity RC, we were able to load two large dump trailers full of debris to be taken to the landfill. Because
of the backup at the landfills in the Cape Coral area, each load took about two hours to dump before we could have
an empty trailer to load with more debris. For our group, there was little downtime since work was always needing to
be done at the parsonage, which was also the place we called home for the week. 

Tuesday consisted of more clean-up at the parsonage along with sorting clothes and toiletries to be distributed to
people who lost everything in the storm. I also spent a good portion of the day checking out several damaged homes
to assess the materials needed so future volunteer groups would have the supplies they needed when they arrived. 

By Wednesday, we had received the materials we needed for repairing the fascia and soffit at church and on the
parsonage. After two fairly long days of working at these two sites, we were pleased to have the parsonage put back
together as well as having about ½ of the church completed.



By Thursday, my cousin Emma and I (Sage) had a lot of cleaning up to do on the inside of the
parsonage. We first helped my dad and my aunt take down old wood fascia at the Trinity
Reformed Church which was behind the parsonage. My cousin and I then went back to the
parsonage and did some cleaning up there, getting ready for the next group to come and
stay. 

Friday we were on our way back to cold Iowa, not ready to leave the warmth of the Florida
sunshine.    At least I wasn’t! I want to thank everyone for being so supportive of this
opportunity that not only my dad could go, but I could go with him. I really enjoyed helping
others and hope to do more mission work in the future. 

Chris again... I also want to thank everyone who made this opportunity possible for our small
group of volunteers. It would be an understatement to say that our eyes were opened to the
devastation a large hurricane, like Ian, can bring to our friends on the coast. We pray that our
efforts, as well as the time we spent building relationships down there, will be an
encouragement to Trinity Reformed Church and to the surrounding community. If others are
at all interested in the continued efforts in the area visit rms.org/hurricane-ian

UPCOMING

FUNDRAIS
EREVENTS

Save the dates for our

upcoming fundraisers!

Bowling at Stardust Lanes

Dyer,IN

Clay Shoot at Camanche 

Hills Hunting Preserve

Ione, CA
 

Clay Shoot at Hunters 

Pointe Shooting Complex

Humboldt, SD

Clay Shoot at Caledonia 

Sportsman Club

Caledoina, MI

May 20

August 19
September 9

April 29

rms.org/fundraisers

http://rms.org/hurricane-ian
https://rms.org/fundraisers


As previous Witnesses have discussed, RMS has been involved in Kentucky for just over a year due to the tornado
that went through on December 10, 2021. Recently, Joe and Lori Hovingh, from western Michigan, were able to go
and help. Here is an excerpt from their report on their trip! 

Toward the end of our eight-hour drive to Princeton, we passed through an area where the tornado had crossed the
Western Kentucky Parkway we were traveling on, and we were shocked at the damage that was still very evident
there. Upon arrival in Princeton, we stopped at a local diner and met a server there who shared some memories and
stories from that night as well as some photos from the days immediately following the storm. The magnitude and
power of the storm were beyond anything we had ever seen. 

We met up with the local coordinator and learned of his ‘normal’ day-to-day work with the prison/jail ministry and
job corps/training in the area. He shared how his organization, along with local churches, had been given the
opportunity to provide help and relief following the storm, and how he had become the coordinator for some of the
specific projects in the area. He shared stories from that night and from the days that followed that made us hurt
for those who were affected while also realizing how blessed we are. We were also encouraged to hear how the
churches in the area had come together to minister in various ways following the storm. We then followed him and a
trailer load of donated insulation to the work site. Our assignment was to insulate the walls and ceilings of a simple
and efficient 32’ x 40’ home that was under construction for a young man with three children. The local coordinator
explained to us that a donor had contacted his organization and had pledged to send the framing and labor for three
of these homes for people in need in the area. His organization selected three families from an area just outside of
Dawson Springs, KY. The exterior walls, windows, doors, trusses, and shingles for the three homes were brought out
and placed on the concrete footings and masonry walls that had been prepared. A different group then came out
and installed the siding, built the entry landings and deck, and framed the interior walls. By late September,
electricians had installed the panel and run all the wiring, but when we arrived, the project was still waiting on a
plumber and an HVAC crew to do their rough-in work. 

We insulated the vast majority of the ceiling and walls, leaving areas open for the trades that still needed to come in.
Despite the insulation batts all being for 24” spacing and needing to be cut down for every wall space, by
Wednesday afternoon, it was apparent that we were going to need more to do to fill our week there. Thankfully, we
were able to get the ceiling drywall delivered to the project on Thursday, along with a lift to assist in hanging it. On
Friday morning, we had the privilege of meeting the young man whose home we were working on, and we heard the
story of how his home was destroyed by a massive tree that fell on it during the storm. He shared how neither he
nor his three children were in the home that night, and how it would have been unlikely that any of them would have
survived if they had been home. By the end of the day on Friday, the insulation and ceiling drywall work was
completed as far as we could go, and while we were certainly tired and a bit sore, we were thankful for the
opportunity we had been given.
 

As we headed home, we couldn't help but give thanks for the ways in which we have been blessed and have been
spared from the devastation and loss of a storm of that scale. We gave thanks for the people from a small
community that we were able to meet in this short period of time, to hear and see the ways that so many people
from that local community and from around the nation were working together to help one another with their time
and resources. Most of all, we were reminded of our call to be salt and light, and of the great need and harvest field
that remains in Western Kentucky and around the world. What a privilege it is for our hearts and hands to be used by
Almighty God, and to be a conduit through which the Gospel of Jesus Christ can and must be shared.    

Update on
Western Kentucky

Joe & Lori Hovingh
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The RMS Peru team all arrived in Cusco at different times on
Saturday and after much-needed naps, we headed out to visit
some Inca sites. The Rivera family hosted our whole group with joy
and love. Cusco, Peru is 11,000 feet above sea level, so the first
few days were a bit of a struggle to breathe, but we all survived!
Sunday morning and evening we gathered for worship with the
Rivera's congregation next door and had a wonderful time meeting
them and resting in the afternoon. Monday rolled our way and it
was 

Peru Trip
Kate Gosliga

was off to the worksite to begin hauling dirt for the foundation, mixing cement, and
laying blocks for the church wall. Some of the women of the Huancaro congregation
worked all morning making us a hot lunch, while some other men and women worked
side-by-side with us on the church building. Little did we know, as we left, it would be
our last time there. Tuesday morning came and we knew there were going to be some
protests, but after attempting to get to the worksite by bus and taxi, we found that the
roads were blocked. We headed back and cleaned the Rivera's church and then hung
out at the house. Wednesday, we found out all the roads were blocked, including all
tourist roads, so our trip to Machu Picchu was canceled. That morning we rented an
indoor soccer turf and played a three-hour pick-up game with some members of the
local church. Thursday came and Papa Javier took us on a hike through the city and we
dined out with the Rivera's for dinner. By Friday afternoon the airport opened up, so
everyone was able to keep their flights on schedule, minus my friend and I. We missed
our Friday morning flights, but by the grace of God we got new flights out as early as
Saturday night! To reassure you all, no one was ever in harm's way and everyone made
it home safely. Thank you to everyone for your prayers on our behalf. 

Although the week didn't go as planned, the Lord worked in all our lives and hearts to
make the trip memorable. Rob Brinks informed us that sometimes North Americans

are more focused on getting the job done, but the more important focus for the
Peru congregations is the time we spend in fellowship with them. We met

many brothers and sisters in Christ and were able to experience
the beauty of the global church. Thank you to everyone

who was involved in making this trip happen and know
God used it for His glory and our good.





I am glad to report as 2022 comes to its close that RMS is moving forward in our post-pandemic
world with vigor and joy in the service of our Lord. RMS’s year has been blessed with
accomplishment and achievement both in old, tried-and-true activities as well as ones that are new
for us.

Among our well-established activities is the week-long summer TASC (Teens Actively Serving Christ)
program which offers interesting and challenging opportunities for teenagers to participate in useful
work projects away from home. TASCs occurred in widely separated localities including Lansing, IL;
Sanborn, IA; Visalia, CA; Ejido-Uruapan, Baja California, México, and Pantego, NC. While our TASC
trips have not quite yet attained worldwide scope, they were broadly dispersed around North
America. As cross-border restrictions are lessened, we are hopeful that the program will expand into
Canada further extending our North American continental reach.

Disaster response is another historical emphasis of RMS. While we prayerfully hope each year that
these activities are limited, the reality is that some number of events seem always to occur. RMS
teams spent eight weeks in western Kentucky on Disaster Response trips. In addition, we were on
site early in Cape Coral, Florida, in the aftermath of hurricane Ian. There was significant cleanup work
to be done there in which our teams participated. That storm caused massive roof damage and RMS
teams participated in the repair efforts that have been ongoing. 

In 2022 we continued our long-standing ministry development activities in Haiti, the Dominican
Republic, Costa Rica, and Perú. Those efforts will continue in 2023 and we will add a trip to the Santa
Marta area of Colombia in South America where we will assist a church with which we have close
historical ties in setting up a pair of church plants in the region.

Other ongoing follow-up ministry development projects in 2022 have involved raising funds for our
long-time church association in Perú. We have been assisting them for over a decade helping to
provide their church buildings with finishes and furnishings. Funds were raised to construct four
churches in Haiti, and our fundraising efforts are continuing for the construction of a seminary in
Nepal. We maintain close contact with a Reformed church in Bolivia to assist them in raising funds
for their church building.

New projects for RMS in 2022 included conducting a spring break trip to Omaha, NE, to assist an
RCUS church plant with works of improvement on their church building. We were approached to
raise funds for relief of the intense war-related suffering that is ongoing in Ukraine and have been
grateful and privileged to have successfully participated. This has been for us our first involvement
with the difficult situation there. We also had an opportunity to fund and arrange for the provision
of bunk beds at the Ministry Center in the Dominican Republic.

Our significant new project involves the Los Cuadros district of San José, Costas Rica. For several
years we have had a close association with the very active Reformed church in that city. Now added
to our work there will be supporting a church that serves the people of a shantytown that has
developed in that area. We will assist in raising funds for a suitable lot that the church has located,
on which to build a new church building. Christians there are meeting in difficult conditions. The
chosen location is near yet outside of the shantytown area. Putting their church in the new location
will allow believers to worship more securely and conveniently.

God has favored RMS richly in 2022. We at RMS pray for His continued blessings not only on our
activities going forward, but especially on all of you, our friends, colleagues, and supporters in the
work of missions. 

Chairman's Report
Douglas L. Field 

Douglas L Field



Board Updates

The RMS Board of Directors is made up of 12 men from our member churches plus the Administrative Director who
serves as an ex-officio member. Three times a year the Board meets over Zoom and once a year they meet in person.
This year, due to the meeting of the URCNA Synod, the board met in Cape Coral Florida, the weekend prior to
Thanksgiving. The location was determined at our Board meeting last year to be Cape Coral, long before the damage
of Hurricane Ian had occurred. It was very providential that we had picked Florida because a few of our Board
members were able to help with the Disaster Response efforts that are ongoing in that area. It was a blessing to be
able to encourage the members of Trinity Reformed Church as they emerge from this disaster that has greatly
affected their communities and the surrounding area. The church extended to us great hospitality. They opened up
their homes for lodging Board members, they fed us, they had a fellowship meal the Sunday we were there, and we
enjoyed great food and the camaraderie of believers.

The Board conducted a full day of business on Saturday.  As we looked back on the last year and all that was
providentially accomplished, we are humbled that God continues to bless RMS with the opportunities and resources
to carry out the work before us. Discussions about ongoing and new projects, as well as how to raise funds for these
projects took place. We also considered the upcoming Ministry Development trips RMS has planned and what
possibilities there are for additional locations. Disaster Response activities of this past year and looking ahead to
future opportunities was another item of business considered. Board members, staff, and wives were able to visit and
interact during the evenings as well. This time is precious as ideas are shared for what RMS should focus on in 2023
and beyond. Currently, the plan is to have our November 2023 face-to-face meeting in Visalia, CA.

2022 Face-to-Face Board Meeting

Gerald Nuiver is a member of Cornerstone URC, Hudsonville, Michigan. He
became a Board member after being involved with multiple TASC groups at
local churches. He has been married to his wife Marnie for 35 years, and
currently is an Engineering Manager for Advance Technology and Automation at
Lacks Enterprises in Grand Rapids Michigan. Gerald and Marnie have been
involved in youth ministries at different times over 20 years in their Church.

You can learn more about all of our Board Members at rms.org/about-us/board.

New Board Member

http://rms.org/about-us/board


RMS continues its Disaster Response efforts in Ukraine. Crates for Ukraine (CFU) is a diaconal work started by the
Presbyterian Church of America's Mission to the World-“Ukraine Team”. They ship needed medical/humanitarian aid
from the US to Lviv, Ukraine where it is received and distributed by the small Reformed denomination, the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church of Ukraine (EPCU). The EPCU has churches and contacts throughout Ukraine and they continue
to show love and sow seeds for the church through this crate initiative.  

RMS will continue collecting funds and aiding those in need in Ukraine. Please continue to pray for those who receive
this help. You can help the people in Ukraine, especially our brothers and sisters in Christ and those on the front lines,
by sending donations earmarked for “Ukraine” to 6607 Center Industrial Dr., Jenison, MI 49428, or online at
rms.org/donate/ukraine. For our Canadian brothers and sisters, please submit your donations through URMA at
urma.ca. 

If you or your church would be interested in collecting items for Crates for Ukraine or packing them, PLEASE
CONTACT US for more information! contact@rms.org

Ukraine Update

Visit rms.org/crates-for-ukraine for more information!

http://rms.org/donate/ukraine
http://urma.ca/
mailto:%20contact@rms.org
http://rms.org/crates-for-ukraine


Update on Nepal
Suraj Kasula

Greetings in the Lord’s name from the top of the world, Nepal. I trust you all had a blessed Christmas! Let me take
this opportunity to thank you very much for your donations toward our building project. We are so grateful for
God’s providence through RMS. We immensely appreciate your kindness to us. Without your helping hands, this
project would have never come to this stage.

For your information, the construction work is progressing well. We have built two stories so far, which means
about 40% of the work has been completed. The first floor, which is the church hall, has been finished. We
started our church service in the hall this past October. It was wonderful to celebrate Christmas in the new
church. Everybody celebrated it with great joy and thankfulness for this gracious providence of the LORD.

These days, the finishing work on the second floor is going on. The second floor will be a library and classrooms
for the seminary students. The seminary classes will be held in the building beginning in early 2023 God willing.
We have run out of funds to build the third floor. After some minor finishing works on the second floor, we will
pause the work until we have more funds to continue. Unlike in the West, this is normal in Nepal: when funds are
available, the work continues. The plan is to build 5 stories, which will take another year if we have sufficient
funds. However, it’s not a problem even if it takes a couple of years in God’s timing. In order to complete this
project, it will probably require around $160K- $175K. We are trying our best with earnest prayers to raise funds
from various donors.

Reformed teaching is a big need in Nepali Christianity since much
unbiblical and prosperity gospel is spreading like a wildfire across
the country. We need to train our students in biblical and Reformed
traditions in order to counter these counterfeit gospels. This is only
fulfilled by a Reformed seminary. I believe this seminary building
will best serve this purpose. For this reason, your every donation
toward this project is invaluable, and your contribution will be
turned to serve a God-driven vision in the Everest Land. Please bear
in mind that you are not just going to support us, but you are going
to support Nepali Christianity by setting up a Reformed seminary
that will produce many scholars, pastors, and leaders in every
generation. Let us work together to further God’s kingdom in the
kingdom of Nepal. Thank you very much once again for being a part
of this grand project. We earnestly pray to God that our partnership
will continue for many years to come. Please continue to pray and
support us. God bless you all. Soli Deo Gloria!

Suraj Kasula, his wife Roshani, and daughters
Hadashah and Esther live in Bhaktapur, Nepal,
where Suraj co-pastors Shekinah Evangelical
Church along with Nishan Nagarkoti. Suraj also
serves as a professor and academic dean of
Bhaktapur Theological Seminary. The seminary
currently teaches local students but hopes to
also offer classes for residential students when
the seminary building that is being constructed
is completed.

If you desire to
financially support
these or any of our
other projects, give

online at
rms.org/donate,  or

by mailing a check to
6607 Center
Industrial Dr.

Jenison, MI 49428
Be sure to include
the project in the

memo line.

Current
Projects

https://rms.org/donate/donate-online


Donations can be given online at rms.org/donate or
mailed to 6607 Center Industrial Dr. Jenison, MI 49428
For our Canadian brothers and sisters, please submit your
donations through URMA at urma.ca.

$120,000.00 is needed to construct a new church
building and parsonage for the church located in Los
Cuadros. This building would be built in a much safer area
than where it is currently located. The new property
offers more exposure in the city as well, pray that this
location will have a great impact on those in the
surrounding community.

Los Cuadros, Costa Rica

There are 50 congregations in these two regions of Haiti that meet
outside through all types of weather conditions. Upon the
recommendation of our partner Missionary, Dr. Neal Hegeman, RMS is
raising funds to build churches for these congregations. Each building
costs $15,000 to $20,000 to complete. 

There is a greater need now in the Jeremie/Les Cayes region to rebuild
the churches destroyed by the earthquakes that went through (took
place) in 2021. 

Dony St. Germain serves as an ethnic church movement leader with
Mission to North America (MNA). Dony is the head of El Shaddai
Ministries (ESMI) and oversees a seminary in Jeremie, Haiti, that is
training future pastors. ESMI has planted over 120 churches in Haiti and
has trained more than 200 men for the ministry. Weekly attendance at
these churches exceeds 30,000. Our primary mission continues to be
the evangelization of the Haitian community through church planting
and leadership development. ESMI hopes to have 160 churches
planted, ten in each department/state across Haiti, 250 pastors trained
and placed in ministry, and 25,000 new converts with the intent of
having a vibrant church-planting movement that will saturate the entire
county of Haiti.

Please pray that God will continue to care for our brothers and sisters
in Christ that are in Haiti and those like Dony, his wife Sharon, and their
family who are laboring among them.

Gonaives and Jeremie, Haiti

 To learn more about these and other projects please visit rms.org/donate/current-projects

Check out our new Smart &
Powerful Giving page! To learn
how giving non-cash assets could
increase your potential impact!

rms.org/powerful-giving

Scan to
watch a

video about
this project!

https://rms.org/donate
http://www.urma.ca/
http://rms.org/donate/current-projects
http://rms.org/powerful-giving


SUMMER 2023                SITES

Faith URC
West Olive, MI

June 17 - 24

New Haven URC
New Haven, VT
June 24 - July 1

First URC
Chino, CA

June 24 - July 1

Dutton URC 
Ejido-Uruapan, Mexico

July 29 - August 5

Calvary URC
Loveland, CO
June 10 - 17

Reservations taken February 4      
Registration opens February 11
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MORE INFORMATION AT
RMS.ORG/TASC

Student participation
requires one adult sponsor

for every five students. Locations fill up fast! Make
plans to reserve your spots.

Questions? Contact
us at tasc@rms.org

6607 Center Industrial Dr.
Jenison, MI  49428

616.466.8214    contact@rms.org

To request additional copies of this newsletter, please reach out to us at rms.org/connect

LOOKING FOR WAYS FOR 
YOUR YOUTH GROUP TO SERVE

DURING SPRING BREAK?

rms.org/2023-naples

NAPLES, FLORIDA
APRIL 1-7

Plans are being made to
travel to Costa Rica this

summer! As more
information becomes

available it can be found at:

rms.org/ministry-development-trips

https://www.instagram.com/reformedmissionservices/
http://rms.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ReformedMissionServices
http://rms.org/TASC
https://goo.gl/maps/LA3WWTAcoc2hgHuy7
https://goo.gl/maps/LA3WWTAcoc2hgHuy7
https://goo.gl/maps/LA3WWTAcoc2hgHuy7
https://goo.gl/maps/LA3WWTAcoc2hgHuy7
mailto:contact@rms.org
http://rms.org/2023-naples
http://rms.org/ministry-development-trips

