
Daily Devotional
For the 2022 season of Advent 

Unwrapping
the names ofthe names of  



Every Advent we prepare for Jesus’ birth with decorations, Christmas
cookies, family traditions, singing Christmas carols, and reading the
Christmas story. We talk about the angels, the shepherds, the wise ones,
and Mary and Joseph. We probably could all tell you the story of their
long journey to Bethlehem, the search for a place to sleep, and the birth
of Jesus whom they laid in a manger without looking at the story from
the Gospels. 

We are good at telling the story. We struggle with is understanding who
this God is who chose to come and be with us as a baby born in time
and place and at the same time the one who was there at the beginning
of creation and will be there at the end. Who is this Savior child who
loves us as friend, as priest, as prophet and also as king? We need to
know more about Jesus so that all the decorations, parties, and presents
have a deeper meaning. And when the expected stressors of delayed
shipping, busy schedules, or spending the holiday without the people
you love happen we can turn to Jesus who always finds us, sets us back
on the right path, and prepares us to receive the greatest gift.

Join our Elders, Deacons, Staff, and Pastor as we unwrap the names of
Jesus. Each devotional tells stories, history, shares scripture and
experiences with the names of Jesus. Enjoy this Advent season and
getting to know more about our God who chose to be with us. Blessings
as you prepare for our Savior’s birth! 

INTRODUCTION



Then the Lord spoke again to [King] Ahaz, saying, "Therefore the Lord
Himself will give you a sign: Listen carefully, the [f]virgin will conceive
and give birth to a son, and she will call his name Immanuel (God with
us).  (Isaiah 7:13-14)
Then it will sweep on into Judah; it will overflow and pass through [the
hills], Reaching even to the neck [of which Jerusalem is the head], And its
outstretched wings (the armies of Assyria) will fill the width of Your land,
O Immanuel. (Isaiah 8:8) 
Take counsel together [against Judah], but it will come to nothing; Speak
the word, but it will not stand, For God is with us (Immanuel). (Isaiah
8:10)
Behold, the virgin shall be with child and give birth to a Son, and they
shall call His name Immanuel”—which, when translated, means, “God
with us." (Matthew 1:23)

Immanuel is a Hebrew name that appears in the Book of Isaiah as a sign that
God will protect the House of David. The Gospel of Matthew interprets this as
a prophecy of the birth of the Messiah and the fulfillment of Scripture in the
person of Jesus.

The King James Version of the Bible still uses the “E” while many more
modern translations have adopted the “I”. Immanuel with an “I” is the
translation of the original Hebrew word which comes from “Immanu” (with
us) and “El” (God).

1.

2.

3.

4.

Therefore saying Immanuel in prayer is claiming the nearness, the protection
and the closeness of God because this name embodies His presence. Immanuel
– God with us! A promise! Let us claim this promise every moment, every
hour, every day – never alone, never abandoned because God is with us, God
is with me!

PRAYER: Jesus, You are Immanuel, show me your presence today. Surround
me with your protection like a warm embrace from a friend. Amen. 

Sunday, November 27, 2022

Written by  |  DOROTHY HANSON
deacon

Immanuel

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%207&version=AMP#fen-AMP-17797f


Jesus proclaimed himself to be the Alpha and Omega. I think this is a
reference to confirm Jesus as the beginning and the end of all things, a
reference to the true God.

As we enter the season of Advent we are reminded of the true meaning
of Christmas. Jesus came into this world in a lowly stable, as a child of
God. As He grew in His faith He continues with His walk with God
until His death on a cross, where He died as the Son of God. Therefore,
we experienced Alpha and Omega through Jesus.

I am reminded that we all come into the world as children of God. It is
up to us how we continue this road. So, during this season of Advent, I
am going to try and prepare myself for Christmas, reflecting how Jesus
has prepared us to follow him.

I invite you to do some personal reflection too. It is not about presents
but the gift of Jesus, our Alpha and Omega. 

PRAYER: Jesus, You are there at the beginning of time and at the end.
You are also there at the beginning of my day and at the end. When I
feel like I am alone, remind me that you are there. Amen. 

monday, November 28, 2022

Written by  |  jeanette parnell
deacon

Alpha and Omega



I am not a builder, but over the many mission building projects I have
worked on through the years, I have learned that no matter what the
house looks like, the foundation is what matters most. You can always
fix walls, buy new furniture and install new plumbing and electrical. But
if you don’t have a sure foundation, you might as well start over. 

The Psalms often turned to God as the Rock of refuge when things got
tough, as a fortress who will keep us safe, and as the firm foundation
that we can always stand on. God is dependable in even the hardest
situations. Throughout the New Testament Jesus is often called the rock
because our life with Jesus is the foundation for life, relationships,
careers, our very identity, and even the church. When we forget that
Jesus is the foundation of our life of faith everything else becomes
shaky. 

It is this foundation that has kept me steady during bad news from the
doctors, challenging decisions, when I feel called to stand up for what I
believe is right even though it will be hard. Today is a good day to
examine our foundation for cracks, water damage or rot so that whatever
is going on in our lives, our faith is sure as a rock.
 
PRAYER: Jesus, Because you are beneath me as a firm place to stand, I
can do all things. Hold me up, give me strength and lead me forward.
Amen.

tuesday, November 29, 2022

Written by  |  Rev. Kelsy Brown
pastor

The Rock



When I was a young, I would ask my grandmother why she wasn’t
married. My grandfather died when I was a baby and she had never
dated or remarried. I teased her that she should meet someone and have
someone special in her life. My grandmother quickly explained to me
that she had, had a wonderful life with my grandfather and raising my
dad. She loved the Lord and now she could dedicate her life to Him and
the church. And finally, she turned to me and said, “I’m the bride of the
Lord.”  I didn’t really understand it at the time, but now this story
warms my heart. My grandmother had a relationship with the Lord
where He was her confidant and best friend. She never felt alone as He
was her companion at night as she rocked in her chair. I have my
grandmother’s Bible and I read the prayers she wrote with a different
lens. I know that the Lord was by her side, and these are words that He
helped her write. I’m blessed to have them in my possession and cherish
them more than any Christmas gift I could ever receive. May the Lord
bless you and your family memories, whether they are new or in the
past, in this Advent season.

The name of bridegroom is received in scripture when John testifies
about Jesus and the baptizing Jesus is giving everyone in the Jordan.
John’s testimony proceeds this way: To this John replied, “A person can
receive only what is given them from heaven. You yourselves can testify
that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah but am sent ahead of him.’ The bride
belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits
and listens for him and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s
voice. That joy is mine and is now complete. He must become greater; I
must become less.” John 3:27-30 (NIV)

PRAYER: Jesus, Thanks for being at my side throughout today. Amen. 

WEDNESday, November 30, 2022

Written by  |  audrey dieken
deacon

Bridegroom



Christ comes from the Greek word Christos meaning “the anointed
One,” or “the chosen One.”  “Christ” is more than a name, it is also a
title. Jesus was chosen by God and sent to us as a gift to show God’s
love for us. Jesus was sent by God to save the world from sin, to give us
hope so that we know that no matter what is happening in our world,
God loves us and forgives us. 

As we celebrate the Advent season with the giving of gifts and the
fellowship of friends and family, I like to reflect that the greatest gifts of
all were the birth of Jesus, the promise of salvation, and the forgiveness
of sins.

PRAYER: Jesus, Just as You were chosen to be the Savior of the world,
You also chose me.  Thank you for the gift of Your birth!  Amen.

THURsday, december 1, 2022

Written by  |  todd whittard
deacon

The Christ
 



 I really like doing research, especially with the availability of finding
information on my phone. King of Kings: Noun 1. Used as a name or form
of address for God. 

“King of Kings and Lord of Lords” has been used to describe a grand ruler
in the Middle East, as recently as the early 20th century. It applied to a
Pharaoh or a monarch who held a higher position than any other kings in a
region. But Scripture makes it clear that only our Lord is truly worthy of the
title (Deut. 10:17, Psalm 136:3, Dan. 2:47, Mat. 28:18, 1 Tim 6:15, Rev. 1:5,
and 19:16).

The phrase "King of Kings" is used six times, including three times in
relation to Jesus. In 1 Timothy 6:15-16, we read, he who is the blessed and
only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has
immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever
seen or can see.

Fundamentally, the idea of Jesus being King of kings and Lord of lords
means that there is no higher authority. His reign over all things is absolute
and inviolable (incorruptible).  God raised Him from the dead and placed
Him over all things, far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also
in the one to come (Ephesians 1:21).

I was very interested that it was used so much in the Bible. Definitely the
phrase makes it very clear the Jesus is the highest ruler, above all people in
God’s kingdom. Clyde and I remember the phrase when it was used as the
movie title starring Jeffrey Hunter as Jesus & Robert Ryan as John the
Baptist. It was one of the first Biblical movies we saw as very young teens. 

PRAYER: Jesus, So many people act like they are my king. Remind me
today that you are my King of kings. Amen. 

FRIday, december 2, 2022

Written by  |  janie parks
deacon

King of Kings



As a child, I enjoyed both the Christmas and Easter holidays. Christmas
gifts were given, and the Easter bunny brought candy! I looked at them
as two separate holidays. As an adult I have come to realize that both
holidays are intertwined.

I have learned that Christmas (life) and Easter (resurrection) are one in
the same. A life took place at both. Christmas is the time we celebrate
Jesus’ physical life. Easter is the time we celebrate Jesus’ spiritual life
as our resurrected savior. We cannot separate the two. Because of his
resurrection we celebrate his birth at Christmas.

At Christmas, remember the Risen Savior because He is the true reason
for the season.
 

PRAYER:  Jesus, Your life, and resurrection gave us everlasting life.
This Christmas, may I remember the true reason for the season. In you
name we pray. Amen.

SATURday, december 3, 2022

Written by  |  jill hewitt

The Resurrection and the Life

deacon



I am the vine and you are the branches. If a man remains in me, and I in
him, he will bear much fruit.  John 15:5 

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you!  John 15:12

Jesus is the true vine who nourishes us and sustains us. As long as we
remain in Him and Him in us we will continue to bear fruit. The fruit we
bear is good works of love.

Some of the most meaningful times in my Christian life have been on
mission trips to Honduras with members of MdS and my oldest son and
to Mexico with my younger son and his youth group. We built houses
and schools with and for families who lived in the villages. We were cut
off from American food, our families and friends, a regular bed, and our
normal routine. However, we were joyful and Jesus was the source of
that joy! He sustained us and provided us energy to spread His love. It
was wonderful to meet new friends and through our work together, and
the relationship we built, we became connected as the fruit and branches
are on a vine.

Whether it be building houses and schools, helping with hurricane relief,
teaching Sunday school, singing of God’s glory in the choir, helping
those who are homeless and hungry, or serving coffee in the coffee
hour, we are all branches of Jesus, the True Vine.

PRAYER: Dear Lord, Thank You for your love, grace and sustenance.
May we bear fruit when we carry out Your commandment to love one
another every day of our lives! Amen.

sUNday, december 4, 2022

Written by  |  liz mckenna
elder

The True Vine

http://15.12.my/


In the Jewish tradition, names had immense power. Jesus knew that a name
gave a unique picture into the person’s soul. He gave people a key to the way
God viewed Him and therefore a way that they could believe and trust in Him.
 
In Mathew 18 and Luke 15, Jesus  told a parable that led people to view Him
as  the “Good Shepherd”. They understood the purpose of the shepherd and
could relate to it.  The shepherd watched over his flock 24/7. He loved and
cared for them, making sure they had enough food, water, and protection. No
single sheep went unnoticed and when one occasionally strayed from the flock,
the shepherd searched until it was found.

Jesus built upon this familiar role in telling a story of a shepherd who cared for
a flock of 100 sheep. When the shepherd discovered one of his sheep was
missing, he left the ninety-nine grazing on their own to relentlessly search for
the stray. He was so ecstatic when the lost sheep was found that he called his
neighbors together to give thanks and celebrate.

After telling the story, Jesus said, “In the same way, there will be more
rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine
righteous people who do not need to repent.” He explained, “In the same way,
there is great rejoicing amongst the angels in heaven when even one sinner
repents.”

There is great comfort and hope believing that Jesus, as the Good Shepherd,
loves each of us so much that He never gives up on us, willingly forgives us
when we are distracted away from God, welcomes us back with open arms, 
 and rejoices when we return to Him.

PRAYER: Dear God, Help me to not stray away from You and when we do,
please accept our plea for forgiveness and shepherd us back to You. Amen.

MONday, december 5, 2022

Written by  |  cyndi reighard
elder

The Good Shepherd



We talk a lot about what is true. Whether it is something we see on the
news, what someone thinks, or the facts of an event. I keep asking, How
do you know what is true? Is it because you like what they have to say?
And do you experience truth the same way as your neighbor or as me? 
At Christmas time we talk about whether the mysterious man people
call Santa is real or not. I have even heard people question the virgin
birth of Jesus, the miracles that Jesus performed and doubt His
resurrection. For me, these are all true. 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus said he was the “the way, the truth, and the
life.” He said this in relation to eternal life. Jesus was the way to
salvation. He was the only truth that makes sense. And He offers me
everlasting life- even in my brokenness. I know this to be true because
truth is related to trust. 

I don’t think we are very good at trusting right now. But there are two
things that I know I can always trust. Number one, that my girl loves me
and I love her no matter what happens. And two, that Jesus loves me. So
I will trust them to do what is best even if I do think I deserve more
treats. 
 

PRAYER: Jesus, Forgive me when I trust in other things more than
You. Help me to trust You to lead me on your way, your truth and to
your life. Amen.

TUESday, december 6, 2022

Written by  |  calvin brown
parish pup

The Way, the Truth and the Life



Wherever I travel, there is bread on the menu. In Mexico, it’s a tortilla.
In Italy, it’s farinata. The Chinese have their steamed dumplings, the
English have their scones. India has naan, France has baguettes. It’s no
surprise that bread is called the staff of life. Around the world, most
people have it at least one meal of every day. Day after day, they eat and
a few hours later they’re hungry. This bread nourishes, but only
temporarily.

Jesus said in John 6:35, I am the Bread of Life. The person who aligns
with me hungers no more and thirsts no more, ever. He repeats it in
verses 47-51, I’m telling you the most solemn and sober truth now:
Whoever believes in me has real life, eternal life. I am the Bread of Life
… Anyone who eats this Bread will live -- and forever!

I am convinced that the person who aligns himself with Christ, and lives
according to His teaching, will not hunger, in a spiritual sense. He or she
will be filled with life and energy, love and compassion. Christians will
share their Bread in the same way Jesus shared five barley loaves and
two fish with 5,000 people … and had 12 baskets of leftovers. It would
have been miraculous if everyone was fed just enough, but the leftovers
demonstrate that Jesus doesn’t skimp. When we feed on Him, the Bread
of Life, we can be assured that we will have all the blessings we need,
for this life and in eternity. 

PRAYER: Jesus, Thank you for feeding me spiritually, emotionally,
mentally and physically. Help me to share what I have with others.
Amen. 

WEDNESday, december 7, 2022

Written by  |  larry langer
elder

Bread of Life
 



The lion is the king of the jungle. The lion is strong, the lion is fierce,
the lion rests unafraid. Jesus is called the Roaring Lion of Judah because
He has authority over all creation. Jesus is my strength, my leader, and
the foundation for my life. It is through Christ that I receive the strength
to resist temptation. It is written that no weapon formed against me shall
prosper, it is written I am the head not the tail, it is written I am above
not below, and it is written walk by faith not by sight. 

Jesus has already defeated the enemy at the cross. Jesus has given me
kingdom authority to use the sword of the spirit to defeat the enemy and
his tactics and assignments. I can declare and decree God's written word
and walk in faith with the Lord, knowing that I walk surrounded by his
warring angels and a fiery hedge of protection. Knowing that the Lord
will never leave nor forsake me.

PRAYER: Jesus, I declare and decree by His stripes I am fully healed. I
declare and decree that God loves me unconditionally. I declare and
decree I am more than an overcomer in Christ who strengthens me. In
Jesus' name I pray, Amen.

THURSday, december 8, 2022

Written by  |  dominic fenton
staff

Lion of Judah



When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’
John 8:12

I’m a scaredy cat. I don’t like walking into my house at night when there are
no lights on. I can’t watch a horror movie or go to a haunted house at
Halloween or else I won’t sleep for days. It freaks me out to hear about the
bizarre crimes people commit on those Netflix criminal biography
documentaries. And some of you have personally witnessed my fear of
scorpions.

So, the fact that Jesus proclaims Himself the light of the world is a major win
in my book. Light signifies protection and safety—it speaks hope and peace to
me when my heart is full of fear. The darkness can’t stick around when the
light is there- I love that the two literally cannot co-exist. Whether I need light
to guide me so I can see the next steps on my path, or I need light to banish the
spiritual darkness and emotional heaviness of this world, Jesus says He is on it!
I can rest in His illumination and covering over everything.

And it’s not just for me! In His signature over-the-top generosity, Jesus offers
to light up the whole world! Not a single person ever has to live in fear of the
darkness again, or feel like they are lost, alone, and disoriented in the dark.
Now that is definitely something to celebrate.

PRAYER: Jesus, Thank You that You give me the light of life- joy, spark, and
brightness. Thank You that I don’t need to fear the darkness because You are
the Light of the World! Amen.

FRIday, december 9, 2022

Written by  |  jennifer grimes
staff

Light of the World



When I reflected on what it means to have Jesus as a friend I reviewed
the lyrics of "What a Friend We Have in Jesus" and looked at the history
behind the song. Joseph Scriven wrote the lyrics to this song as a letter
to his mother. 

He suffered tremendous loss in his life. His fiancé was thrown from her
horse and drowned the day before they were to be married. After her
death, he moved from Ireland to Canada and devoted himself to good
works and helping out the people in his village. He was known in the
village as someone who never turned away those in need. 

Joseph fell in love again and was set to marry when tragedy struck
again. Eliza, his fiancé, came down with pneumonia and passed away.
Even with all of the tragedies Joseph experienced in his life he found
comfort through Jesus. whom he considered his closest friend. 
  

The lyrics to the song remind us that having Jesus as a friend is to have
someone who is there walking with you every day through the good
times and the bad times. He is always there for us and will take away
our troubles and burdens.  Whenever I am wrestling with an issue and
need guidance, I know that I can always count on Jesus to be there for
me. Once I pray and lift up my burdens to him I feel such an
overwhelming sense of peace. Jesus died on the cross for us, he chose us
as friends, he died for us as friends, we trust him as our friend, and he
will remain our friend. What a friend we have in Jesus every second of
the day now and forever. 

PRAYER: Dear Jesus, Thank you for being such a faithful friend to us.
In your name we pray. Amen.

SATURday, december 10, 2022

Written by  |  Karen Bruggeman
elder

Friend



The people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who have lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.
…For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Isaiah 9:2, 6 

George Frederick Handel wrote incredible music to these words, and I
have always loved listening to the whole beautiful masterpiece. It
amazes me that one person could have created the stunning
accompaniment to these inspiring words. And the words! That they were
written some 700 years before their fulfillment—how fantastic is that?!

But the beginning of the chapter has also been significant to me, as I feel
that the world is largely in darkness—due to the mindless, often
thoughtless ways we relate to each other and our careless treatment of
our world in general. Just like the time when Isaiah was writing.
So as the scripture goes on to reveal the hope we have in the light of
Christ, I take heart. How wonderful! How we have been blessed!

And Jesus is an unequaled counselor. Who can I go to for guidance? I
can read His teachings in the Bible; there is so much that has relevance
for my daily life. And I can pray to and meditate with Him to ask for
help, to thank for blessings, to praise for His love and instruction and
grace.

Wonderful, Wonderful Counselor.

PRAYER: Jesus, You are my guide, support, strength, and listening ear.
Remind me to turn to You today. Amen. 

sUNday, december 11, 2022

Written by  |  jan spence
elder

Wonderful Counselor



But here is my servant, the one I uphold; my chosen, who brings me
delight. I’ve put my spirit upon him; he will bring justice to the nations.
Isaiah 42:1

Matthew, Mark and Luke all quote this passage from Isaiah in the story
of Jesus’ baptism. This part of Isaiah was most likely written six
centuries before the time of Jesus, during the Israelites’ exile in
Babylon. Having lost homeland, livelihood and freedom, the writer
refused to give up that most precious human trait: hope. He hopes for
the Chosen One, the Messiah, in whom God delights. He is the one who
will bring justice to the nations. 

I have not been forced from my home, but the things that divide us can
be overwhelming to the point that sometimes I feel like an exile. It is a
comfort to know that the One God sent as a servant will never abandon
me. Jesus is God’s ultimate role model of servanthood, showing us the
path forward to deal with all of God’s family with compassion. In
following Jesus’ example, we are asked to feed the hungry, listen to the
lonely, reach out to the homeless, and care for the sick and weak. Jesus’
teachings are not meant to solely touch our hearts during this season of
Advent, but to be a daily example of showing God’s grace to further the
hope of peace, love, and justice for all.

PRAYER: Jesus, You are our hope in a broken world. Help me to touch
the hearts of those in need around me just as you do for me. Amen. 

MONday, december 12, 2022

Written by  |  jayne prohaska
elder

Holy Servant



When I hear someone say or refer to Son of God, I immediately think
Jesus. However, as I prepare for the holidays by decorating our house,
baking cookies and candy, shopping and wrapping gifts, sending cards
and attending parties, I may forget for a minute what is special about
this time of year.

I need to pause and remember it is the season of Advent. It is time for
me as a Christian to prepare to celebrate the birth of the Son of God. It
is a time of waiting; waiting for the one who is called the Son of God. It
is the season of hope, peace, love and joy. A time to prepare for the birth
of the Son of God; the baby lying in the manger.

As I prepare for the celebration of Christmas, the birth of the Son of
God, I will stay mindful of why we celebrate Christmas. Christmas is
the time to celebrate the birth of the Son of God; the greatest gift we
will ever receive. Remember, God so loved the world that he sent his
beloved son that whosoever believeth in him shall not perish but will
have everlasting life. (John 3:16). 

May you and your family focus on the greatest gift, the birth of the Son
of God, throughout the holiday season.   Wishing you a very Merry
Christmas.

PRAYER: Dear God, Thank you for the greatest gift we will ever
receive. All praise and glory be to you. Amen.

TUESday, december 13, 2022

Written by  |  nelma shearer
elder

Son of God



 Usually when we hear the word Prophet, we think of someone who tells
us the future. We think about Old Testament Prophets like Jonah who
was asked to proclaim to Nineveh even though he didn’t want to share
the message of God’s promise of forgiveness. Or we think of Jeremiah
and Isaiah who spoke into a time when they needed to have hope that
even though things were not ok right now, they would be eventually.
Isaiah, Jeremiah and Micah are all Old Testament Prophets who
prophesied the coming of Jesus. They described in detail Jesus’ ministry
and His death. 

But believe it or not, this was not their main role. The main job of a
prophet was to speak the word of God into the community. Sometimes
that was hard because it wasn’t what people wanted to hear and
sometimes it challenged the community into standing up for what was
right. 

Sometimes I feel like a prophet when I share a pet with a stranger, when
I greet my neighbors with a wag of my tail, or sit with the sick. God
wants us to show love to all every way we can. 

Jesus came to be the word of God for us. To teach us how to live out our
life in faith by example, through His lessons and parables, and His
promises of salvation for all. Today, Jesus still is our prophet who calls
us to live differently, to love all, and to listen to the moments God
speaks truth into our lives.
 

PRAYER: Jesus, I am listening. Help me to hear what your message is
for me today. Amen.

WEDNESday, december 14, 2022

Written by  |  calvin brown
parish pup

Prophet 



 This is truly my favorite moniker for Jesus. I believe that peace, along
with love, are the fundamentals of a healthy world, community, family
and individual and reside at the heart of Christian belief.

I grew up during the 60s, when peace signs and raising your two first
fingers in a show of peace were trendy. But so much more than that,
while we were protesting the Vietnam War then, this has been a key
concept and philosophy for me throughout my work and my personal
life.

I went to a Quaker school where conscientious objection to the draft and
protest through civil disobedience were the guiding principles of the
Friends - peaceful action even in protest and disagreement. 

Peace carries through to not only our behavior in the world, but also in
our hearts. 

My mother’s favorite Bible verse and has always been mine is: Be still
and know that I am God from Psalm 46:10. Peace begins with me. As
one of my favorite hymns says: “Let there be peace on earth and let it
begin with me.” 

Jesus, for me, was truly the Prince of Peace as He taught and embodied
peace in all forms. This means so much to me that the only tattoo I have
is a peace symbol. As the great Ringo Starr always says “Peace and
Love, baby. Peace and Love.”

PRAYER: Jesus, Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.
Amen.

THURSday, december 15, 2022

Written by  |  hilary cummings
deacon

Prince of Peace



Recently, I was completing a devotional study titled “First Thoughts” by John
Ortberg. In the study he asks us to consider how we feel about hurts and pains
that we have experienced through our life. Let’s be honest, the human
condition means we have ALL experienced some amount of pain and
suffering. 

I have shared my testimony with the church, so you’ve all heard about the
death of my father at a young age. Sadly, it was following that time along with
teenage rebellion that I chose to turn away from the Lord. However, I
completely understand now that I may have chosen to turn my back on the
Lord, but He did not turn away from me. He chose me before I was born,
knows how many hairs are on my head, and accepted me back into His church
with open arms. I have been blessed by the great Redeemer. 

So, getting back to the devotion, John Ortberg refers to these experiences as
“What makes night within us may leave stars.” The Lord saw me through my
dark years, what I once thought of as a scar can now be thought of as a bright
star and it deepened my faith. I am redeemed. May you be able to look at your
own darkness and get to a place where it leaves a star in your life. May the
peace of the Lord be with you this Advent season.

May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in
your sight, Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. Psalms 19:14 (NIV)

PRAYER: Jesus, You lift me out the pit. You turn my grief into dancing. You
turn my scars into stars. Thanks for redeeming me in big and little ways.
Amen.  

FRIday, december 16, 2022

Written by  |  audrey dieken
deacon

Redeemer
 



MEDIATOR: from the Latin medius meaning "in the middle"

A Mediator is an arbiter who stands between two (or more) differing
parties with the goal of bringing about harmony.

In I Timothy 2, Paul describes a scene with two sides: the great, loving,
implacable God is on one side and we are on the other side —
humankind who are God's sinful children. In the middle is the one
Mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human.
Paul states that the Mediator's goal is that God desires everyone to be
saved and to come to the knowledge of truth.

How? we ask. In this Advent, Jesus the Mediator invites us to explore

Repentance.
 
Humility.  
   
Reconciliation. 
          
Self-sacrifice, and, above all, 
                       
Love.

PRAYER: Jesus, Thank you for standing in the middle of everything
that happens in my life. Turn me towards repentance, humility,
reconciliation, and self-sacrifice. Amen.

SATURday, december 17, 2022

Written by  |  beryl elwood
staff

Mediator



“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will
repay everyone for what has been done." (Matthew 16: 27)
As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be
betrayed into human hands . . ." (Matthew 17:22) 
A Third Time Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection, Then he took the twelve aside and
said to them, “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the
Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished.” (Luke 18:31)
So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will realize that I am He
and that I do nothing on my own, but I speak these things as the Father instructed me.”
(John 8:28)

It was not time, there was more work to be done, Jesus knew what must be accomplished
before His identity was to be revealed.
He knew the consequences of calling Himself “Son of God.” In John 8:58, Jesus declares to
the Jewish religious leaders, “Before Abraham was born, I AM!” Here, Jesus assumes the
name God had assigned to himself in Exodus 3:14, “I AM who I AM. This is what you are to
say to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.” The Jewish religious leaders clearly
understood that Jesus was claiming to be God, and it is evidenced by the fact that they
attempted to stone him to death for his act of “blasphemy.” 
He was marginalized, different, set aside, misunderstood (just as individuals in society today
are marginalized for having HIV or for practicing their beliefs in a different way) and He
showed us how to live set apart. Wait in patience for God’s timing!

 In the New Testament, Jesus calls Himself “Son of Man.” For example, in
Matthew 16:13: Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi,
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” After
discussion among them (vs 16) Peter declares “You are the Messiah, the Son
of the living God.” And in vs 20 He (Jesus) sternly ordered the disciples not to
tell anyone that He was the Messiah.

Jesus goes on to forecast, to prophecy His future death and resurrection:

As He did after performing miracles, Jesus “sternly” tells His listeners not to
tell who He was – why? On review of these occasions, maybe it is because:

1.

2.

3.

PRAYER: Thank you Jesus, Son of Man, for demonstrating humility, patience
and the willingness to follow God’s plan whole-heartedly. Help me to be more
like Jesus when my earthly plans must wait. Amen.

sUNday, december 18, 2022

Written by  |  dorothy hanson
deacon

Son of Man

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2017%3A22&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2018%3A31&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%208%3A28&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2016%3A13&version=NRSVUE


In Advent and on this Christmas Eve Day, we celebrate the birth of Jesus as
the King of all Kings. Christ was born to us in another role as well.  We
received not only the King of the World—we also received the Great High
Priest of humanity (Heb. 4:14).

Jesus was born to be our Great High Priest, to mediate between us and the
Father. More importantly, Jesus was born into the world as a human, “like us”
(Heb. 2:17).

As a human, He could relate to humanity and “empathize with our
weaknesses.” As the Great High Priest, Jesus helped humanity understand
where heaven and earth meet. Through His teachings, ministry, and guidance
He helped show humanity our potential as children of God.

The role of our clergy continues to be an essential element within the fabric of
the church. They provide us with an understanding of how to lead our lives as
a Christian; helping us mediate between our humanity with all its weaknesses
and the eternal heaven. It’s comforting knowing that Jesus can relate to and
understand humanity as he was “like us,” and provides inspiration for all of us
to reflect upon and challenge ourselves to lead our lives with his teachings.

 PRAYER: Jesus, Thanks for talking with me today. Please help me and my
friends with ______. Amen.

MONday, december 19, 2022

Written by  |  christopher brown
elder

Great High Priest



 Jesus as the Lamb of God speaks to me as God sacrificing His son for
all our souls. But I also see this as Jesus not only as the Lamb, but also
the Shepherd of us "lambs." 

Jesus in this role, which is a bit different than God's, has His flock not to
be sacrificed, but to be saved. His flock is one that is as diverse as
humanity and He patiently tries to bring lambs who have left the flock
back. 

So for me, Jesus as the Lamb of God represents both God's sacrifice of
Jesus for our sins, but also God's gift of a Shepherd of other lambs to
care for and about.

PRAYER: Jesus,Thank you for being a sacrifice for all my brokenness.
Forgive me for the times I put myself before others, when I judge, and
when I forget about you. Turn be back to you. Amen.

TUESday, december 20, 2022

Written by  |  steve rowe
elder

Lamb of God



God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
Psalm 46:1

There have been many times in my life when I have felt weak and
helpless, as I’m sure everyone has at some point. Feeling powerless is
not something I would wish on anyone. 

Whether it was being picked on in school, overwhelmed by schoolwork
that suddenly had an impending due date, suddenly changing career
paths, or having to face the fragility of life, there has always been
someone to turn to and lean on. 

I’ve been blessed with loving parents, friends, teachers, community
members, and a beautiful partner in life. These people have given me
strength, guidance, delicious food, and a sympathetic ear when I’ve
needed it.

In my younger years, I may not have always believed it, but I know now
that the Almighty God was with me every step of the way. The
Almighty God is the one that gives me strength when times are tough.
It’s He who is there to guide my path with his strong hands (and maybe
give me a shove now and then). I turn to Him when I need help with
stress, only to find him already waiting with open arms.

I know that whenever I am feeling weak or helpless, I can give my
weakness to God and he will give me back strength. It’s comforting to
know that Almighty God is so much stronger than me and will be with
me to help with any troubles that come my way.

PRAYER: Almighty God, help me in my weakness and make me
strong. Amen.
 

WEDNESday, december 21, 2022

Written by  |  smith graham
staff

Almighty God



In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. The same was in the beginning with God. In him was life; and the life
was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness
comprehended it not.  John 1:1-5 (KJV) 

I thought I understood the scripture’s meaning. “The Word was God” and “in
Him was life.” “Him” meant God, right?  Of course, it did! God created all
things and gave them names and purpose. I fashioned God speaking words
with the  linguistic power of Billy Graham at a stadium crusade or with the
authority of Charlton Heston in the Ten Commandments. The Word of God
was both the actual words spoken by God and the collection of God’s words in
the Bible allowing the Bible to be called “the Word of God.” Somehow, I
missed the part about the “Word” being a name… a name for Christ.

During Bible studies at church,  a different translation was read. In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God… (NIV). The use of the word “He”
introduced another meaning. The “him” was not God but Christ. 

Why would Christ be referred to as “the Word?” Words reveal who we are —
our thoughts, our values, our character, our intentions.  Because we physically
cannot see God, Christ becomes God’s Word on earth making it possible for us
mortals to see and better understand God’s nature, wisdom, and grace. In
Hebrews the writer says, He is the radiance of the Glory of God and the exact
representation of his nature. (Hebrews 1:3) As God’s Word, Christ is the “big
reveal” of who God is and of what God is like. Through Christ we see God’s
tremendous capacity for compassion, forgiveness, grace, and love. 

PRAYER: Thank you, God, for revealing yourself to us through your Son.
Help us to know You better both by reading your words captured in writing
and coming to know your living Word, grace, and truth through Christ. Amen.

THURSday, december 22, 2022

Written by  |  cyndi reighard & Tinsel
elder

The Word of God
 



Reflecting on Jesus being known as a carpenter and a carpenter's son. Why did
God choose a carpenter? Is this so we would find Him relatable?

Prior to being known as ‘The Son of God,’ Jesus was known as a regular
person like you and I, who was skilled with His hands. Perhaps lower to
middle class, a “Mr. Fix-it” of sorts. He designed, created and might have been
known as the person everyone called for help when things broke or needed to
be built.

Besides the idea that Jesus was so handy, think of how important the father-son
relationship Jesus had with Joseph is. And even though their relationship isn’t
detailed in the Bible, we can surmise that Joseph taught Jesus how to be
loving, how to live with integrity, and of course, taught him an important trade
in order to make a living. Jesus was blessed to have Joseph as his father. 

For me, I find Jesus relatable by His strong work ethic, perhaps middle class
status, with a father who has taught Him so much. In my case, I didn’t learn
carpentry so much, but, still very valuable lessons that have guided me in life. I
am blessed, too.

PRAYER: Dear God, Thank you for giving us Joseph, a loving father, for
showing us how parent-child relationships should be. And, for choosing Jesus,
the carpenter, as Your son. Someone who is relatable to all. 
Amen.

***Fun fact: my maiden name, Zimmerman, means carpenter or room worker
in German. 

FRIday, december 23, 2022

Written by  |  susan hernandez
clerk of session

Carpenter 
 



Jesus is known by many names of course, but the one that is most
meaningful to me is that of “Savior.” What does He save us from? As
humans we commit many sins against God. Without exception, we are
all sinners. That sin would permanently separate us from God if not for
the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ dying on the cross. He did this
for us promising salvation and eternal life.  It was an amazing sacrifice
and a truly priceless gift - saving us from our sins - given to all who
believe!

While it was His death and amazing resurrection that made Jesus our
Savior, during the Advent season we celebrate His modest arrival and
the beginning of an incredible journey.

God bless and Merry Christmas!

PRAYER: Jesus, As Mary and Joseph prepared for Your birth, we too
prepare today for our savior. Thank you for being born to save us
through the gift of grace, love and life. Amen. 

SATURday, december 24, 2022

Written by  |  greg allemang
elder

Savior



The name Jesus is a transliteration of the Old Testament name Joshua.
And during biblical times this was a common name. Jesus would have
been the child that had to be recognized by a nickname or with his last
name. Everyone knew someone named Jesus.  

The name means “the LORD of salvation.” You might remember the
original Joshua was the Israelite leader who led the people into the
Promised Land. He was the one who had the community march around
the city of Jericho until the walls came tumbling down. He was also the
one who led them through one difficult battle after another until they
finally made it to the place God told them to call home. The problem
was he was not the true “Lord of salvation.” He did save them from
many who stood against the Israelites in those early years, but they were
still waiting for eternal life. In the end, the community remembered that
God was still the one who had salvation.  

The name Jesus was chosen not because it was a family name or
because it was the most popular name that year, but because an angel
told his parents that their baby would be named Jesus, “the LORD of
Salvation,” because He would save the world. 

Jesus didn’t just come to save us from a few epic battles, but from every
battle. The ones where Jesus comes alongside us when we are in pain.
The ones where Jesus protects us from hurts and struggles of the world.
He saves us from brokenness and sin, allowing us to be welcomed into
God’s presence. This is the best Christmas gift ever. Merry Christmas!
 

PRAYER: Jesus, Thank you for being my Lord of salvation. Amen.

sUNday, december 25, 2022

Written by  |  rev. kelsy brown 
pastor

Jesus




