Don’t forget to Spring Forward on Saturday evening, March 9th!
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SUNDAY SERVICES
Traditional Worship / 8:15 AM
Small Groups / 9:30 AM
Contemporary Worship / 11:00 AM
Evening Bible Study & Youth Activities / 6:00 PM
WEDNESDAY SERVICES
Meal/Covered Dish / 5:00 PM
Adult Prayer Meeting / 6:00 PM
Youth & Children Bible Study / 6:00 PM
Worship Choir Practice / 7:10 PM

Deacons on Call
for March

Prayer Room Assignments For March
EARLY SERVICE
3/3 - Patti Batis
3/10 - Leigh Karnes
3/17 - Nancy Swidersky
3/24 - Tillie Poe
3/31 - Faye Egbert

March 2019

LATE SERVICE
3/3 - Jerry Batis
3/10 - Cathy Courtney
3/17 - Brenda Simmons
3/24 - LC Courtney
3/31 - Emily Thomas

Roy Karnes
936-661-6139
John Kaufman
940-736-9287
Roger Lowrie
936-327-6947

“In The Wild” is the theme of VBS
2019! We are already gearing up,
gathering volunteers and getting
ready for a VBS Training that will be
held on Saturday, March 2nd in
Spring, Texas. If you would be willing
to help this year with VBS in any
capacity, please contact Teresa
Searcy or Patti Battis.

Join us on Sunday March 31st for a 5th Sunday Singing in the FLC. Mark is looking for soloists or groups to
sing so contact him if you’re interested!
Have you ever been up close and personal to a “Bearkat”? Well if not, we
would love for you to join us on
Wednesday, March 6th as we head to
Sam Houston State University to feed
the “Bearkats” at the BSM! We will be
meeting at the FLC and leaving the
church around 10:30 AM. Come join
us as we minister to the students.
Contact Sam for details.

Calendar of Events
March 1
Carriage Inn Visitation
March 2
VBS Workshop in Spring
March 3
Lord’s Supper - AM
Ecuador Trip Meeting
March 6th
SHSU - BSM Meal
March 9th
Children’s Movie Night
March 10th
Deacon’s Meeting
WEEM Meeting
March 14th
Sr. Adult Game Day
March 15th
Carriage Inn Visitation
March 16th
Men’s Breakfast
Family Game Night
March 24th
Youth Fear Factor Event
March 31st
5th Sunday Singing

When my kids were younger Saturday mornings in January and February meant our whole family was heading for the YMCA. Before you start thinking about the great shape we were in let me quickly say, “We didn’t go to
work out.” Saturday was basketball day. We went and sat with a bunch of young families to watch our children play
their version of one of America’s favorite team sports.
The truth is, what was labeled as a basketball game, might (and probably did) at times look like some other
activity. There are times when you would think you are at a wrestling match or football game. There are moments
when you think your child is in a formal (they do wear uniforms) game of “Keep Away.” Other times the game looks
a bit like a track meet with players handing off the ball to each other and then running (without dribbling) up and
down the court. Some of the spinning and leaping may even give you the impression that you’re at the ballet. The
games were so much fun!
Since the players were all between the ages of five and seven, there were many “firsts” that occur during
the season. For instance, some players are on a team for the first time. Most must learn the concept of being a
“team” player for the first time. They all enjoy their first snack time after their first real game. But probably the
most meaningful moment for these young players is when they score their first points.
They all handle the excitement differently. Some pump their fist to celebrate. Others look for a teammate
and a cherished high five. Others run quickly back down the court, almost embarrassed by the attention from the
crowd.
I remember when my son Jared scored for the first time. We were in the championship game, we were
down by one point, the clock was winding down 5…4…3…2…Jared was being double teamed, but he fought through
the defense to score the winning basket as the buzzer sounded! Not really. But you wouldn’t have known that from
the response of his parents. Mom cried. Dad jumped into the air shouting, “Yes!”
Jared did one of the most touching things he could have done. He looked over to the bleachers, and when
he caught my eye, he gave me a thumbs-up. I quickly reciprocated. An uplifted thumb can mean many things. For
us, it means: “I like what you’re doing…keep up the good work!”
As I think about Jared’s response, I can’t help but think about our world and the mixed-up state it is in. All
around us people are crying out for attention and acceptance. When they can’t find what they are looking for, they
begin to search all the harder. Unfortunately, they are searching in the wrong places. Truthfully, that’s why so
many people have affairs. It’s why our sons and daughters are not waiting for marriage to have sex. It’s why men
and women are enslaved to the workplace and the rush they temporarily feel from the big paycheck. They are trying to gain significance through what they do rather than who they are. If you are a believer this is especially important for you to hear.
You are significant because of who you are. In John 1:12-13 we read, “Yet to all who received him, to those
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor
of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.” How’s that for significance? Relationships won’t do it.
Money won’t do it. Thrills won’t do it. Only finding and accepting who God wants you to be will do it.
Do you find yourself searching for significance? Do you catch yourself trying to gain the approval of others
to make yourself feel important? Do what Jared did. Look to the father. Not to me, but to The Father. I can tell you
something about what you will find. You’ll find acceptance. You’ll find the approval you’ve been searching
for. You’ll find someone who loves you unconditionally. Why don’t you give Him a try? He’s watching…look to Him!
See you in Bible Study,
Pastor Greg

MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITIES
This Spring we have been invited to go an assist with a short
term mission trip in the Conroe area with the church that
David Wong is affiliated with.
We will be have the opportunity to do ministries such as back
yard bible clubs, vacation bible school, park outreach, serving
meals to the homeless, working in the woodshop, etc.
A meeting is being planned for this spring to discuss the details and the possibilities.
We also have another opportunity that will be coming up this
August 1st through the 8th. We will be sending a team back
to Ecuador and we would love for you to begin praying about
going with us.

We had a large team that went with us last summer and we would
love to take even more with us this year.
Last summer we had the privilege in assisting with a 3 day vacation
bible study, some community evangelism, some ministry visits with a
local church body and even a construction project. Every second was
so rewarding and the people there are so kind and appreciative. You
will not only fall in love with the country but God’s precious people
that are there.
An informative meeting will be held on Sunday, March 3rd at 4:45
PM in the Family Life Center. You will learn about the area in which
we will be staying, what we will be doing this year and the projected
cost of the trip.
If you are unable to go we would love for you to pray about supporting the trip financially through a special offering.

YOUTH NEWS FROM SAM!
This last month we had our 30 Hour Famine! We had 17 youth come out for a weekend of fasting, service, Bible studies, and activities. The youth were able to be instruments of God’s love while serving the hungry at the Good Shepherd Mission in
Huntsville. Thank you Church for all your prayers for the youth that participated in
the famine, and for your generous giving to World Vision to end world hunger. Our
theme verse for the famine was Micah 6:8.
He has told you, O man, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?
Micah 6:8. ESV

Youth Fear Factor Night!
Come join us and invite your friends to Fear Factor night on Sunday March 24 from
5-7 pm in the Family Life Center. Come ready to face your fears and learn how God
is greater than all of our fears.
th

Romans 12:1 from the Amplified Translation, “I appeal to
you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of (all) the
mercies of God, to make a decisive dedication of your bodies (presenting all your members and faculties) as a living
sacrifice, holy (devoted, consecrated) and well pleasing to
God, which is your reasonable (rational, intelligent) service
and spiritual worship.”
Each of us was created by God for relationship with Him, but
we can only enjoy that relationship by God’s grace. God’s
great love for us, demonstrated in Christ Jesus, requires or
initiates our response. God made each member of his body,
and he wants to hear our heartfelt expression of praise. He
wants us to worship with all our heart and soul – without
reservation. The style of worship, the volume of worship,
and the elements of worship are not the issue. The issue is
that each believer must raise his or her own unhindered
expression of worship to the King of kings in response to
what He alone has done.
I want to invited anyone who can, to sing for our 5 Sunday
Singing, Sunday evening March 31 in the FLC. Please get
with me for more details.
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The Worship Choir is getting ready for our Easter worship
presentation. Please put Sunday, April 14 at 6:00 pm on
your calendar. It will be a night of celebration and remembrance as we sing about the death burial and resurrection of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Blessings, Bro. Mark

Don’t forget to
“Spring Forward” on
Saturday, March 9th!

I pray that the believers
(of Dorcas Wills Baptist
Church) will continue
earnestly in prayer, being
vigilant in it with thanksgiving. Release a spirit of prayer in this church; stir us and
teach us to pray.
(Colossians 4:2)

The Annie Armstrong Offering will be collected beginning Sunday, March 3rd. Our offering goal for this year is $3,500.

How Your Gifts Affect
Hot
Hearts
Weekend
2019
North
American
Missionaries…

$5...Bus fare for travel in the local community
$25...Meal with an unreached person
$85...Subscriptions for training resources
$100...Anniversary gift for a missionary couple
$175...Laundromat fees for a family of four
$300...Conference and Training for a church planter’s wife
$500...Food and supplies for a neighborhood outreach event
$1,000...Emergency travel expenses for a missionary family
$1,200...Bibles, tracts and discipleship material
$1,400...Monthly worship facility rent

Visit www.anniearmstrong.com to learn more about this offering and how your funds will be allocated.

