Church Offices will be closed December 25 through the 29th. Merry Christmas!
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Mat Ministry

Deacons on Call
for December
Dean Hopkins
936-594-1867 / 281-635-7265
Rick Renfro
936-594-7335 / 936-662-5443

1st
2nd
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th

Larry Hillegass
Rick Renfro
Charlene Ellisor
Jessica Sechrengost
James Horn
Mike Williams
Natalie Bates
Greg Kitts
Nelda Dawson
Elizabeth Conley
Elizabeth Drake
Jeanette Lowrie
Delores Duff
David Drake
Anne Hart

December 2017

19th
20th
21st
22nd
24th
27th
29th
30th
31st

Alva Ward
Lyla Lowrie
Joyce Williams
Jake Jackson
Rachel Kriner
Lc Courtney
Cathy Courtney
Paula Fulsom
Brad Sullivan
Shoa Zilch
Jack Rogers
Michayla McWilliams
Dean Hopkins
Marry Craven

Prayer Room Assignments For December
EARLY SERVICE
12/3 - Patti Batis
12/10 - Faye Egbert
12/17 - Nancy Swidersky
12/24—Leigh Karnes
12/31 - Marcia Santa Cruz

LATE SERVICE
12/3 - Jerry Batis
12/10 - Emily Thomas
12/17 - Cathy Courtney
12/24 - L.C. Courtney
12/31 - Brenda Simmons

SUNDAY SERVICES
Traditional Worship / 8:15 AM
Small Groups / 9:30 AM
Contemporary Worship / 11:00 AM
Evening Bible Study & Youth Activities / 6:00 PM
WEDNESDAY SERVICES
Meal/Covered Dish / 5:00 PM
Adult Prayer Meeting / 6:00 PM
Youth Worship & Bible Study / 6:00 PM
Worship Choir Practice / 7:10 PM

December 1
Nursing Home Visitation
December 2
Journey Thru Bethlehem/Child.
December 3
The Lord’s Supper/AM
Sky Zone/Youth
December 4
Kitchen Comm. Party
December 8
Crosstalk Christmas Party
December 9
Youth Christmas Party
December 10
WEEM Meeting
Deacon’s Meeting
December 11
Adult 1 Christmas Party
December 13
Business Meeting
December 15
Nursing Home Visitation
December 16
Men’s Ministry Breakfast
Family Game Night
Choir Christmas Party
December 17
Christmas Musical/Fellowship
December 24
Candlelight Service
December 27
No Evening Services
December 31
No Evening Services

Join the Women’s Ministry every
Tuesday morning at 9:00 AM as they
gear up to make mats for the homeless by crocheting plastic grocery
sacks. Come and learn something new
and enjoy some fun fellowship!
All ladies are welcome, even if you do
not crochet. There are plenty of other
ways you can help!
Contact Charla Thompson at 469-8311652 with any questions.

Huge Success
We would like to a say a special
“Thank You” to everyone who worked
so hard at making our Fall Festival a
true success.
We had record numbers in attendance and a wonderful time was experienced by all who came.
Big events like this only happen when
we all pull together and make them
happen. Job well done church family!

With The Lord’s Supper
December 24th at 5:00 PM
We would love for you and your family to join us for this
very special service as we celebrate the birth of our Savior.

Pastor’s Pen

Travel with me back some eight years to a time when we were vacationing at North Carolina’s Atlantic Beach. Since some may ask, I want you
to know we were not at New Jersey’s Atlantic City. The two cities are separated by more than distance. One has a reputation for gambling and
excitement…the other, for relaxation and quiet. While I have never been to Atlantic City, New Jersey, I’m probably accurate when I say that
Atlantic Beach is more to my liking.
Since I am sharing this story some eight years after it happened, I need to put our vacation location and timing into perspective. Atlantic Beach
is located at the southern end of North Carolina’s outer banks. Normally the outer banks are a great place to spend a vacation. This is not necessarily the truth though when the remnants of a hurricane meet up with a devastating nor’easter. And that is exactly what happened while
we were vacationing.
Early Wednesday morning I walked out of our condo to go to the exercise room and found people evacuating. There had been no order, yet
these people felt safer fleeing the coast and heading for home. We chose to ride out the storm. Hindsight shows us that in this case we made
the right decision as the storm was actually worse at our home than it was at our vacation site.
Our experience set me to thinking. As I reflected I realized that many times when we face a storm in life our first response is to flee. Truthfully,
that response is sometimes the right one…but not always. There are times when God wants us to learn something from the trial or storm that
we are facing. In fleeing, when we are supposed to stay, we may find ourselves in a more dangerous position. In our case fleeing the beach
would have put us more directly in the storm’s path.
There are other truths to consider as well. Like the question: “Where can we go or what can we face that the Lord cannot protect us?” Or the
truth that we will never find safety in things or people. The fact is that our security comes only from God.
Take this story from the Civil War era for example: Lt. George Dixon was a genteel, well-respected man in the Confederate army. In the early
days of the war, his fiancée gave him a $20 gold piece. During the battle of Shiloh, a Union minié ball struck him—actually it struck the gold
coin, which saved his life. The coin, soundly dented, was to remain with him wherever he went. It became his good luck piece, and he would
often be seen kneading the coin in his hand.
And where did Lt. Dixon take the coin? Onto the CSS Hunley, the Confederate submarine he staunchly believed could break the Union blockade. After sinking the USS Housatonic, the Hunley herself sank, taking Lt. Dixon and his crew to their deaths. Ultimately, his golden good luck
piece could not save him. Incidentally, the gold coin was found when the Hunley was raised. [Larson’s More Perfect Illus., Tyndale House Publishers, 2003, p.254]
We often seek out and trust in many different forms of security. I repeat what I wrote earlier: Ultimately there is only one source of life and
security…Jesus.
As we celebrate Christmas we usually do a good job of remembering that the birth of Jesus is a gift to us from God. But do we focus on what
the gift includes? God’s gift was not just the sending of Jesus. God’s gift box to us includes the sinless life of Jesus, the miracles of Jesus, the
death of Jesus in our place, and most importantly the resurrection of Jesus!
Go to the store and look for that amazing package…you’ll never find it. But hope, life, and security can be found. Jesus offers what we can’t
buy. All we have to do is call out to Him.
Maybe this year hasn’t turned out the way you expected. I want you to know that Jesus can give you hope. Maybe you’re in a position where
you feel your life has no value or security. Again, I want you to know that Jesus can give you both.
That baby, born of a virgin, is the complete package (batteries are included!). As we celebrate this Christmas, call to Him, lean on Him, and find
salvation in Jesus Christ!

Choir News
Worship Choir
We are looking forward to
presenting “Celebrate the
Child” Sunday, December 17th
at 6:00 PM. The Worship
Choir and Children’s Choir
have worked hard to be ready.
Come and Celebrate with us
the magnificent story of Jesus’ birth. Invite friends and
family and come worship the
new born King.
Remember Choir we will have
our dress rehearsal, Saturday,
December 16 at 9:00 in the
church. The choir Christmas

party will be at the Kaufmann’s house located at
2024 FM 356, Saturday, December 16 at 5:00 P.M.
Choir will resume practice
January 10.
Children’s Choir
What a blessing it has been to
work with the children as we
have prepared for the musical. I want to thank the parents and grandparents for
bringing the children to
choir. We could not have
done it without you.

Christmas Baskets
It is almost time to begin filling the Christmas Baskets for those in
need in our community. You can help in several ways. We are in
need of monetary donations to help purchase flour for the baskets. We will also need many volunteers to help us fill the baskets
and on distribution day. The days are as follows:

Food Basket Preparation
Monday and Tuesday, December 18 & 19
Food Basket Distribution
Wednesday, December 20
If you would like to help on a specific day, please contact Ed
Egbert at 936-594-1862. On distribution day we will definitely need some folks with strong backs to help carry the
baskets. Thanks for your help and continued support of this
ministry to our community.

Merry Christmas,
Pray for our students
and teachers as they return to school!
Mark Taylor

Christmas Caroling
December 20th at 6:00 PM

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
Goal: $20,000

Christmas Poinsettia’s
You will be able to order your Christmas Poinsettia’s on December 3rd and 10th. The
Poinsettia’s will be in the Sanctuary Sunday, December 17th and may be taken home on
Sunday, December 24th after the Candlelight Service. The cost is $10 per plant.

Merry Christmas to All,
Pastor Greg

Youth Update

We Celebrate the Child….God and Sinners Now Reconciled
Sunday, December 17th at 6:00 PM
Fellowship following in the Family Life Center

November flew by as quickly as October! The students have been having a blast on Sunday’s. We are meeting for Sunday school, going to church service, then playing games or
watching a movie, and doing a book study together. The kiddos loved attending the Andy
Mineo concert! They enjoyed the gospel presentation by the artists along with the testimonies of God’s grace and providence over their lives. We are getting ready for Operation
Christmas child and preparing for Christmas baskets. The students helped pack almost a
100 shoeboxes and I couldn’t be any more proud of them.
For those who do not know, I will be resigning my position here at DWMBC. My last day
will be Jan. 10th, 2018. You have all been the best of friends, family, and Godly influences
in my life. I am excited about this new chapter in my life and as I told the youth, the anchor of the Youth Department is not I, but Jesus Christ. If anyone wants to get together
before my departure please contact the church office. I am giving more than two weeks’
notice because I want time with each of you to love and pray with. Thank you for 3 of the
best years of my life. Couldn’t have asked for a better church family!
Blessings, Justin Grack

Journey Thru
Bethlehem
On Saturday, December
2nd the Children’s Ministry will be traveling to
Huntsville to experience
“Journey Through Bethlehem”. There journey will
take them through live
scenes that depict the birth
of Christ. The children truly love this experience every year that we have been.
All children are invited to
join us at no cost.
We will be leaving from the
church at 6:30 PM and upon returning to the church
we will have a short Christmas Party with cookies and
hot chocolate.
The evening should conclude around 9:00 PM.
Children may be dropped
off and picked up at the
Children’s Center.

