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Joshua 1:9
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed,
for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” Amen!
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PRAYER ROOM ASSIGNMENTS
FOR AUGUST
EARLY SERVICE
8/2 - Tillie Poe
8/9 - Leigh Karnes
8/16 - Nancy Swidersky
8/23 - Patti Batis
8/30 - Faye Egbert

LATE SERVICE
8/2 - Emily Thomas
8/9 - Cathy Courtney
8/16 - LC Courtney
8/23 - Jerry Batis
8/30 - Brenda Simmons

SUNDAY SERVICES
Traditional Worship - 9:00 AM
Contemporary Worship - 10:30 AM
(LIVE in Sanctuary, Facebook & YouTube)
WEDNESDAY SERVICES
Weekday Services - 1:00 PM
(Facebook & YouTube)

Office Hours: Mon. – Thurs. / 8AM - 4PM

Between verses 1-9 of chapter 1 the Lord charges Joshua to be strong and courageous
three separate times. Joshua was charged by the Lord to lead the nation of Israel across the
Jordan River and into the Promised Land. Which he was able to do by the Lord’s power. I’m
sure he might have felt pretty nervous taking Moses’s place as leader. We see that the Lord
encourages Joshua by telling him that He is with Him and that He is the one in control. The
same is true for us. God is with us church! He is the one who is always in control. But, we
struggle with control don’t we? I know I am too often guilty of that. We want to be in control of every aspect of our lives. But, we forget that the Lord is really the One in control. We
need to stop trying to do everything on our own and surrender our lives to Him and to His
will. We need to trust in Him completely. Are you living out Proverbs 3:5-6? “Trust in

the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your
ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.”
Deacons on Call
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Trust in the Lord!
-Brother Sam

And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.
Mark 12:30

Join us on Facebook LIVE on
Sunday mornings at 10:30
AM and on Wednesday afternoons at 1:00 PM.

Have you experienced Online Giving yet? It
is up and running in full swing on the website! You can now access it by downloading
the Give+ mobile app from the App store on
your smartphone.
Try it out and let us know what you think. If
you have any questions, please contact Emily in the church office.

Please be in prayer for TISD, for Dr. Kaufman and the School
Board as well as all the Administrators and Teachers as they
make preparations to begin the new school year. Things will
look very different this year and their will be lots of adjustments that will have to be made. Your prayers would be
greatly appreciated.

The sovereignty of God is hard to understand sometimes. By faith we know that He is a loving
and merciful God. Our plans aren’t always His plans. We struggle with why things happen and
are selfish enough to think that life revolves around our things. He has a way of stepping in and
showing us that He is God and that we are to trust in His plan for our life.
In both the Old Testament and the New this theme rings clear. “Our God is in the heavens; He
does whatever He pleases” (Psalm 115:3). “Whatever the Lord pleases, He does, in heaven
and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps” (Psalm 135:6). He “works all things after the counsel
of His will” (Ephesians 1:11). “From Him and through Him and to Him are all things” (Romans
11:36). “For us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things, and we exist for
Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him” (1 Corinthians 8:6). Just a word of encouragement in the midst of a pandemic. Trust God in the good
times and the bad.
Worship Choir
I hesitate to make plans in starting choir again till we get a better understanding of how things
will go, but don’t lose heart we will not forget the choir. It is too important to me and our
church.
-Mark Taylor

Having just returned from a time away on vacation, I am reminded of another time that my family went
away for a vacation. I think we can all be encouraged by the memory…
Vacations are a time for relaxation and getting away from normal routines, but they can also be a time of
discovery. As June 2006 ended, my family had the opportunity to spend a week on the shores of Myrtle
Beach. Talk about a change of pace! For the most part we spent our time relaxing on the beach, collecting
shells, and catching a few waves on our boogey boards. I learned that the answer to the question, “Do you
want to boogey?” is always yes…no dancing skills are required, just a willingness to get pounded by the
waves!
I also made some important discoveries about my children. It is simply amazing to me how families can live
together and still have so much to learn about each other. One of the things I learned during our trip was
how much of a dare-devil my daughter Olivia is. We had to watch her every second. She loved the water and
the waves and was not afraid to venture out beyond her “safe” zone.
The story I want to share with you does involve Olivia and water but it took place at the pool after one of
our trips to the beach. We had used the outdoor showers to get the sand off of our bodies and the kids all
wanted to swim in the pool for a minute. We had nothing pressing to do so we agreed…with one stipulation.
The stipulation was actually for Olivia’s benefit. We told her that she could get into the pool, but since she
had already taken off her life jacket she would only be allowed to stay on the steps. “Ok, daddy.”
As soon as the words came from her mouth, my three-year-old with her “no-fear” mentality jumped right
into the pool just like the other big kids. The problem was that she was not tall enough to stand. She bounced
off the bottom and pushed up to get a mouthful of air twice before I could grab her. And when I did grab her
she was not shaken a bit. She was as cool as a cucumber. She looked at me and nonchalantly said, “Thanks
dad.”
I don’t really know what I was expecting her to say. I commented to Suzanne later though, that Olivia’s response to me appears to be like the response that many people have towards Jesus. They just expect him to
bail them out, and so when He does, it is really no big deal in their minds. Of course, if we look at our salvation with that attitude, we make light of the sacrificial work of Jesus…certainly nothing to take for granted.
Suzanne acknowledged the point I was making but added that maybe I should see things a little differently.
She reminded me that perhaps my daughter’s response was not brought about because she had taken me for
granted, but because she had such great faith in her daddy. Perhaps Olivia already has a trust that says, “My
dad will be there for me in my hour of need.” How could I argue against that point? In fact, what dad would?
So that’s what I chose to believe. And as I think about my initial response, I think I might have been a little
judgmental. How many times has our faith in God come across to him as though we were taking things for
granted? Probably too many to number.
So let me offer words of encouragement as I close. Psalm 121 reads, “I lift up my eyes to the hills—where
does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. He will not let your
foot slip—he who watches over you will not slumber; indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord watches over you—the Lord is your shade at your right hand; the sun will not harm
you by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord will keep you from all harm—he will watch over your life; the
Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.”
Thanks for watching!
Press On,
Pastor Greg

Aspire Women’s Conference

Friday, August 28th, 2020
Central Baptist Church, College Station, Texas
The conference begins at 7:00 PM and doors open at 6:30 PM.
Please make sure to pay for your ticket if you have not done
so already. Contact Leigh Karnes for further details.

