
 
 

Worship Guide for Holy Week 
 
Why this worship guide?   
 
Observing Holy Week is not an obligation for believers (Rom 14:5; Col 2:16).  Yet it is an opportunity to focus 
our minds attention and hearts affection on Jesus Christ.  Holy Week is the most important week in the earthly 
life of Jesus Christ.  This is reflected in the amount of space the Gospels devote to this part of Christ’s life and 
ministry.  The goal of this worship guide is to help you individually or with your family to worship Jesus Christ 
our Savior and King.  The best way to do that is to spend time in the Scriptures, prayer, and worship.   
 
For each day of the week you’ll find some: 1) suggested readings, 2) discussion questions, 3) song suggestions, 
and 4) a short prayer guide.  I’ve also included a Scripture reference guide to the events of the holy week.  It’s 
my hope that this simple booklet will lead to a greater love for Jesus Christ and desire to follow Him.   
 
God’s Love,  
Pastor Michael 
 
 
What is Family Worship?  
 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these 
words that I command you today shall be upon your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and 
shall talk of them when you sit in your house, ….”       – Deuteronomy 6:5-7 
 
God created the family to be the primary place children learn to love and obey God. Family worship is 
essential for that mission. As parents, we try to share our faith through unplanned teachable moments; yet, 
we also purposefully plan regular times to gather the family to worship God. The goal is to impress your 
children’s hearts with the goodness and greatness of God so that they want to follow Him.  Family worship is 
one of the primary ways we pass on our faith to our children, strengthen our relationships, and glorify God. 
 
Family Worship has three basic components:  

 Read God’s Word and discuss it. The Bible has saving and transforming power. Read with interest. 
Explain big words. Clarify key phrases. Talk about it together. 
 

 Pray with and for one another.  In addition to other needs, let the passage guide your prayers. This 
helps you pray in fresh ways and trains the family by example how to pray. 
 

 Sing together. Its amazing how children can remember such deep truths when set to music. Singing 
also deepens your heart connection as a family. If singing is not your gift, you can use song sheets or 
YouTube videos with lyrics to help you.  

 
Tips: Find the best time for your family. Be flexible. Keep it short. Be creative. Make it fun and interactive. 
Start small and be consistent. Remember, the goal is to turn your hearts to the Lord in worship.   

 
God wants to be worshiped in the hearts and homes of all His people. Therefore, family worship is for couples 
as well as parents. It’s for newlyweds and empty nesters and parents with kids of all ages.   



Scripture Reference Guide to the Events of the Holy Week1 
1Adapted from “The Final Days of Jesus” by Adreas J. Kostenberger and Justin Taylor, pages 23-26 

 
Sunday 

Jesus enters Jerusalem Matt. 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-10;  
Luke 19:29-44; John 12:12-19 

Jesus predicts his death John 12:20-36 

Jesus visits the temple Matt 21:14-17; Mark 11:11 

 
Monday 

Jesus curses a fig tree Matt 21:18-19; Mark 11:12-14 

Jesus cleanses the temple Matt 21:12-13; Mark 11:15-18; 
Luke 19:45-48 

 
Tuesday 

Jesus teaches the lesson from the fig tree Matt 21:20-22; Mark 11:20-26 

Jesus teaches and engages in controversies in 
the temple 

Matt 21:23-23:39; Mark 11:27-12:44;  
Luke 20:1-21:4 

Jesus predicts the future Matt 24-25; Mark 13:1-37; Luke 21:5-36 

 
Wednesday2 

Jesus continues his daily teaching in the 
temple complex 

Luke 21:37-38 

The Sanhedrin plots to kill Jesus  Matt 26:3-5; Mark 14:1-2; Luke 22:1-2 
2 Authors note we don’t know for sure if these events occurred on Wednesday.  This is just one possible option. 
 
Thursday 

Jesus instructs Peter & John to secure a room 
in Jerusalem for the Passover meal 

Matt 26:17-19; Mark 14:12-16; Luke 22:7-13 

Jesus eats the Passover meal, predicts his 
betrayal, and institutes the Lord’s Supper 

Matt 26:20-29; Mark 14:17-23: Luke 22:14-30 

During supper Jesus washes the disciples feet 
and delivers the Farewell Discourse 

John 13:1 – 17:26 

Jesus and the disciples sing a hymn together, 
then depart to the Mount of Olives 

Matt 26:30; Mark 14:26; Luke 22:39 

Jesus predicts Peter’s denial Matt 26:31-35; Mark 14:27-31; Luke 22:31-34 

Jesus gives final practical instructions Luke 22:35-38 

Jesus and the disciples go to Gethsemane for 
a final prayer vigil late into the night 

Matt 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:40-46 

 
Friday 

Jesus is betrayed & arrested (perhaps after 
midnight, early Friday morning) 

Matt 26:47-56; Mark 14:43-52; 
Luke 22:47-53; John 18:2-12 

Jesus trial before Annas (former high priest 
and Caiaphas’s father-in-law) 

John 18:13-24 

Jesus trial before Caiaphas & Sanhedrin Matt 26:57-75; Mark 14:53-72;  
Luke 22:54-65; John 18:25-27 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2026.57-75
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Mark%2014.53-72
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke%2022.54-65
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2018.25-27


Peter denies Jesus and the rooster crows as 
predicted 

Matt 26:69-75; Mark 14:54, 66-72;  
Luke 22:54-62; John 18:15-18, 25-27 

Jesus is condemned to death by the full 
Sanhedrin and sent to Pontius Pilate 

Matt 27:1-2; Mark 15:1; Luke 22:66-71 

Judas Iscariot changes his mind, returns the 
silver, and hangs himself 

Matt 27:3-10 

Jesus has first trial before Pilate, is 
questioned and then sent to Herod Antipas 

Matt 27:11-14; Mark 15:2-5;  
Luke 23:1-7; John 18:28-38 

Jesus is questioned by Herod and then sent 
back to Pilate 

Luke 23:8-12 

Jesus has second trial before Pilate and is 
condemned to die  

Matt 27:15-26; Mark 15:6-15;  
Luke 23:13-25; John 18:38-19:16 

Jesus is mocked and marched to Golgotha Matt 27:27-34; Mark 15:16-23;  
Luke 23:26-33; John 19:17 

Jesus is crucified between two thieves Matt 27:35-44; Mark 15:24-32;  
Luke 23:33-43; John 19:28-37 

Jesus breathes his last Matt 27:45-56; Mark 15:33-41;  
Luke 2344-49; John 19:28-37 

Jesus is buried by Joseph of Arimathea and 
Nicodemus in a new tomb 

Matt 27:57-61; Mark 15:42-47;  
Luke 23:50-56; John 19:38-42 

 
Saturday 

Religious Leaders post a Roman guard at the 
tomb with Pilate’s permission. 

Matt 27:62-66 

 
Sunday 

Some women discover the empty tomb and 
are instructed by angels 

Matt 28:1-7; Mark 16:1-7;  
Luke 24:1-7; John 20:1 

The women go tell the disciples the news Matt 28:8-10; Luke 24:8-11; John 20:2 

Peter & John run to the tomb based on Mary 
Magdalene’s report and discover it empty 

Luke 24:12; John 20:3-10 

Mary returns to the tomb & encounters Jesus John 20:11-18 

Jesus appears to Cleopas and a friend on the 
road to Emmaus 

Luke 24:13-35 

Jesus appears that evening to the Eleven 
(minus Thomas) in Jerusalem  

Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-23 

 
Later Appearances of Jesus and the Ascension 

Jesus appears to the Eleven (with Thomas) John 20:24-31 

Jesus appears to some at the Sea of Galilee John 21 

Jesus gives the Great Commission Matt 28:16-20  
(see also Luke 24:45-49; John 20:21-23) 

Jesus ascends into Heaven Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:9-11 

 
 
 
 
 



Worship Guide 
 
Directions: The goal is not to get through all of the passages and questions!  The goal is to spend time in God’s 
Word and in worshiping Him.  Tailor this guide to fit your personal or family devotions.  Choose from the 
passages and questions below.  You may want to simply choose one Gospel passage to focus on.  Add your 
own questions.  Have fun!!  If you are leading others, you will want to read through the worship guide in 
advance to prepare.   
 
 

Sunday: The King Enters Jerusalem 
 

A. Read Scripture:  Read one or more of the following passages and discuss the questions below. 
 
Possible Passages: Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-18; Luke 19:29-44; John 12:12-36 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. What is significant about Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey?   

 
Jesus gives careful instructions to his disciples to bring him a donkey.  Yet, Jesus was a walker. We 
never read anywhere in the gospels of him riding an animal, except here.  He’s covered hundreds 
and hundreds of miles over rough terrain during his life & ministry.  Now He’s two miles away from 
Jerusalem.  Why the sudden need to ride on a donkey?  It’s not because he can’t physically walk the 
two miles.  This is a deliberate choice.  Jesus is intentionally and clearly communicating His 
kingship.  Jesus is the Savior King predicted in the Old Testament (Zech 9:9). Jesus chooses to ride 
into Jerusalem on a donkey to declare his kingship.   
 

2. Read Zechariah 9:9, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a 
donkey, on a colt the foal of a donkey.” How is the King described?  What does Zechariah say to 
do? 

 
3. How do the crowds respond to Jesus as He enters?  What do they shout?  The crowds are joyfully 

proclaiming Jesus King.  Though they don’t fully understand his mission.  
 
Kings rode donkeys, but only in times of peace.  This is the mount of someone who comes to bring 
peace… not war.  This king comes to save people not slaughter them.  And this salvation is for all 
people.  Zechariah 9:10 says this king “speaks peace to the nations” and “his rule” extends to “the 
ends of the earth.”  Verse 11 says “As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I 
will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.”  The “waterless pit” was a dry well that could 
be used as a jail – like Joseph’s brothers did to him (Gen 37:24; cf. Jer 38:6).  And because of the 
blood of God’s covenant the prisoners will be set free from bondage!  What an awesome picture of 
what Jesus came to do in freeing us from bondage to sin and death! 
 
Zechariah 9:16 goes on to say the Lord will save the flock of his people and they will be like jewels 
of a crown!  Jesus is the Good Shepherd who willingly lays down his life for the sheep (John 10:18).  
Through Jesus we become God’s treasured possession! For those with eyes to see, Jesus is making a 
statement about who He is and what he came to do.  By coming on a donkey’s colt he’s showing he 
is this humble king who brings salvation.  He is the Messianic King, who triumphs over God’s 



enemies and brings peace.  Which he would do in a matter of days when he shed his blood on the 
cross to save us from sin & death and to reconcile us to God!   

 
4. How do the religious leaders respond to Jesus?  How does Jesus respond to them? 

 
5. “Behold your king is coming to you…”  You personally!  Since Jesus is our King, how should we 

respond to Him?   
 
6. There is a battle for the kingship of your life. Will you be king? Or will Christ?  What area of your life 

needs to be brought under the reign of King Jesus?     
 

Jesus is the Savior King.  We cannot serve two masters.  There can only be one king in our lives.  
Jesus is a better King of your life than you are.  He’s a far better king than you could ever be for 
yourself.  Why not welcome him, worship him, and walk with him?     
 

Summary:  The Passover celebration reminded them of deliverance from Egypt.  Now with the coming of 
the Messianic King, the crowds only saw a new deliverance for Israel from its political enemies.  They 
couldn’t see the need for Jesus’ suffering and death, nor the inclusion of the nations in the people of God.  
Even though the prophets pointed in both these directions. The salvation Christ brought was not what 
people expected.  This Messianic King was about to triumph over the enemies of God’s people, but it 
wasn’t a political or military victory.  Jesus was about to triumph through his death and resurrection over 
sin, death, and the devil.  He's not the political savior they wanted.  He’s the spiritual one they desperately 
needed. Just like we do! 

 
B. Singing:  Consider one or more of the following songs.  

1. “Sing to the King”  
2. “O Worship the King” (Traditional Hymn or Chris Tomlin version) 
3. “Ancient of Days”  
4. “What a Beautiful Name”  
5. “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” (Hymn) 

 
C. Prayer:  Use the Scriptures to guide your prayers of praise and petition.   

 
Jesus, we rejoice in you, our King, who comes in the name of the Lord!  Praise you for being righteous 
and bringing salvation!  Lord, we confess the ways we have rebelled against your rightful rule.  Please 
forgive us.  We pray that you would advance your rule as King in our hearts.  Enable us to willingly and 
joyfully obey you.  We pray that your kingdom would advance in our neighborhoods, workplaces, and 
in the world.  In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen. 

 
 
 
 

Monday:  Jesus curses the fig tree and cleanses the temple. 
 

A. Read Scripture:  Read one or more of the following passages and discuss the questions below 
 
Possible Passages: Matthew 21:12-22; Mark 11:12-26; Luke 19:45-48 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBM8T0DvhvU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wgDPdTy5Tg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=We9aR22C9BI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJUtAw21qAM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5L6QlAH3L4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3a8fTTrAdE


Discussion Questions: 
1. Why does Jesus curse the fig tree?   

 
As Jesus entered the city, he was hungry and checked a fig tree in leaf to see if it had any figs on it.  
Finding none he cursed it.  Why?  Mark often sandwiches a story within a story.  In Mark’s Gospel, 
the cleansing of the temple is sandwiched between the cursing of the fig tree.  This gives a clue to 
its meaning as the two passages help interpret one another.  The fig tree often represents Israel in 
the OT (Jer 8:13; Hos 9:10; Joel 1:7; Nah 3:12).  It’s an enacted parable (cf. Luke 13:6-9). The cursing 
of the fig tree is a metaphor for Israel’s barrenness.  It has the appearance of life but no fruit.  This 
act symbolized God’s judgment on the hypocrisy of the nation which had the outward appearance 
of life but failed to bear fruit.  This judgment becomes clear in the cleansing of the temple.   
 

2. What lesson about faith does Jesus teach the next day (Tuesday) from the fig tree? (Mark 11:20-25)  
 
If the disciples “have faith in God” (Mark 11:22) they will move spiritual mountains through 
believing prayer.  How does praying with faith align our prayers with God’s will?   
 
Disciples must also forgive others while praying so that they will experience God’s forgiveness 
themselves.  We see the same truth taught in the Lord’s Prayer (Matt 6:12, 14-15) and in the 
parable of the unforgiving servant (Matt 18:21-35).  We cannot offer right prayer and worship to 
God if we are wrong in our relationships with others.   
 
Are you holding any bitter grudges against someone?  Who do you need to forgive?     
 

3. Why does Jesus weep when he enters the city? (Luke 19:41-44) What does this reveal about Jesus?  
Do you share Jesus’ heart for the lost and perishing?   
 
Jesus comes as King and within a week he will be crucified by His rebellious subjects. He knows this 
and still He weeps for them. He knows their hatred and cruelty. He knows their sinful, self-
righteous, and stubborn hearts. He knows they will angrily reject him, falsely accuse him, brutally 
beat him, and gladly crucify him.  Still he weeps for them! His compassion is amazing. 
 

4. Why are the people of Jerusalem going to be judged?  (see also Luke 13:34-35) 
 
The triumphal entry is a tearful entry.  Jesus weeps for those who fail to recognize the peace he 
brings.  “Would that you, even you, had known the things that make for peace” or we could 
translate “the terms for peace” – as the same phrase is translated in Luke 14:32.  Jesus offers peace 
with God through repentance and faith in Him (Rom 5:1).  But they rejected the gospel of peace 
(Eph 6:15).  So they will face terrible and total destruction.  When God offers peace and the offer is 
refused, all that remains is judgment.  God’s judgment always begins at home (1 Pet 4:17). 

 
5. Why does Jesus cleanse the Temple?   

 
Not only did the nation miss the Messiah’s visitation, they failed to worship God properly.  Jesus 
rebukes them for turning the temple from a place of solemn worship into a noisy, greedy 
marketplace.  From a place of prayer to a place of profit.  Jesus cleanses the temple to restore it to 
a place of prayer & worship to God and teaching for God’s people. 
 



Jesus “overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons” 
(21:12-17).  Mark’s gospel adds that Jesus “would not allow anyone to carry anything through the 
temple.” (11:15-19).  He cuts off the supply chain, casts out the sellers, and shuts the whole thing 
down.  How long did it take? This is not Jesus meek and mild.  This is Jesus consumed with zeal!  
This is fulfilled Psalm 69:9, as John’s gospel tells us, “His disciples remembered that it was written, 
“Zeal for your house has consumed me.”  Just like riding the donkey, for those with eyes to see, the 
cleansing of the temple fulfills Scripture and points to Jesus as the Savior King (Mal 3:1ff). Again we 
see the heart of Jesus – his passion for God’s glory and God’s proper worship! 
 

6. Why is prayer so important for God’s people?  
 

Summary: The religious leaders had turned the temple into the opposite of what it was meant to be.  They 
had commercialized and corrupted God’s worship.  Jesus has passion for God’s glory and God’s proper 
worship.  We should too.  Jesus’ cleansing of the temple calls us to be sure that we properly worship and 
honor God.  By cleansing the temple Jesus challenges their authority and actions for profiting from this 
corruption.  Now the chief priests, scribes, and leaders seriously seek for a way to destroy Jesus.  The stage 
is set for the final act.  The religious leaders are firmly opposed to Jesus.  The tension and hostility will only 
grow until they finally put him to death.  The people had no idea that the Messiah would deliver them not 
by inflicting God’s wrath on Rome, but by absorbing it on the cross. 

 
B. Singing:  Consider one or more of the following songs 

1. “Death was Arrested” 
2. “Victory in Jesus” (Hymn) 
3. “In Christ Alone” (Modern Hymn) 
4. “How Marvelous (I Stand Amazed)”  (Hymn) 
5. “Wonderful Merciful Savior” 

 
C. Prayer:  Use the Scriptures to guide your prayers of praise and petition.   

 
Jesus, we praise you for your heart of compassion for lost and perishing people.  God, thank you for 
your judgment on the unrighteous and the offer of peace with you through faith in Jesus Christ.  
Forgive our lack of compassion for the souls of unbelievers and for any unforgiveness toward others.  
Lord, help us to rightly worship you.  Make us fruitful disciples whose lives honor you.  Give us your 
heart of compassion for the lost. Fill our prayers with faith and bring reconciliation in our relationships. 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

      
 
 

Tuesday: Jesus teaches in the temple. 
 

A. Read Scripture:  Read one or more of the following passages and discuss the questions below 
 
Possible Passages: Matthew 21:23-25:46; Mark 11:20-13:37; Luke 20:1-21:38 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. The conflict escalates as Jesus teaches in the temple.  The religious leaders ask Jesus, “By what 

authority are you doing these things?”  What “things” are they referring to?  How does Jesus 
respond to this attempt to trap him? (Matt 21:23-27; Mark 11:27-33; Luke 20:1-8).   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RHZSUXM0J90
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3oxCOAkx-o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPv4vnW6X-Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fQKrFytB128
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wDMhpShQLn0


  
2. Jesus tells three parables directed against the religious leaders (The Two Sons; The Wicked Tenants; 

and The Wedding Feast – Matt 21:28-22:14).  These parables expose their failure and hypocrisy.  
Each show how they reject God’s grace and truth while maintaining their self-righteousness.  You 
might choose to read one of these parables and discuss it for your family worship tonight.   

 
3. Then the Pharisees attempt to trap him with a question of allegiance.  “Is it lawful to pay taxes to 

Caesar, or not?”  How does Jesus respond?   We are to give to God what is God’s.  Where is the 
image of God found?  Since we are made in God’s image we owe all that we are and all that we 
have to Him!  What does it mean to give all that we are to God in a life of worship?  How do we 
give God our highest allegiance?   

 
4. Then the Sadducees attempt to trap him with a question of the resurrection (Matt 22:23-33; Luke 

20:27-40).  They ask, “Whose wife will the woman be?” How does Jesus respond?  How does the 
sure hope of resurrection encourage us?  How does it change how we live in this life? 

 
5. Then a lawyer attempts to trap him with a question of God’s law (Matt 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34).  

He asks, “Which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  How does Jesus respond?  What does 
it mean to love God with all we are?  
 
Love for God should permeate every corner of our lives. Another way to say this is: Every part of us 
should treasure God above everything else.  All God’s blessings should lead to treasuring of God 
Himself for His goodness and grace and provision.  Love for God rightly orders our lives.  How? By 
putting everything in its proper place and proper perspective. Without this we easily fall into 
idolatry. Our thoughts, emotions, desires must all be guided by love for God according to His Word. 
 

What does it mean to love your neighbor as yourself?   
 
Jesus starts with our self-love. That’s the given. Love your neighbor “as yourself.”  The word “as” is 
small, but super important.  In the same way you love yourself; love others.  It means love them 
with the same concern, care, & commitment you have for your own well-being.  Now we start to 
feel how staggering this command is.  Because we begin to understand that this will require 
sacrifice.  This tension is good because it throws us back on the first commandment.  The first 
commandment makes the second commandment possible and removes the threat to our own 
well-being.  How?  When love for God becomes our main focus, it’s not that the need for food, 
clothing, significance, protection, and so forth go away – but they take their proper place.  They are 
no longer idols.  This means, we will not cling to our stuff, our money, our time, comfort or safety.  
We are then enabled to generously and freely give of these things.  We will be free to give of 
ourselves AND give at the expense of ourselves for the sake of others!  Only love for God is a 
sufficient motive for such sacrificial love for others. 
 

6. Then Jesus spends time teaching about the destruction of Jerusalem and the coming of the Son of 
Man at the end of time.  His primary lesson is: Be ready.  “Watch yourselves” and “stay awake at all 
times.”  How do we get ready and stay ready for Christ’s return?  

 
History is moving to an end.  Christ will return, and we must be ready to meet him.  Jesus teaches 
that until he returns his disciples will face many hardships.  It is through many tribulations that we 
must enter the kingdom of God (Acts 14:22).  Every tribulation is a reminder that our redemption 
draws near (Luke 21:28).  As Christians we do not fear, but take heart, trust God’s Word, and watch 



and pray for strength to remain vigilant and faithful until Christ returns (Luke 21:34-36).  Come 
what may, we have hope and we should live in it and share it with others.    
 

Summary:  In every conflict as Jesus teaches there is a gracious opportunity to turn to God in faith.  The 
King has come for His kingdom.  He has given a clear challenge to the current reigning powers. What will 
happen next?  Will Jesus overthrow them and establish His kingdom on earth or will he be killed? Many of 
Jesus’ followers expected Jesus to establish his reign now.  They didn’t realize yet that the cross must 
come before the crown.  That his Kingdom was already and not yet.  That the final realization was still to 
come.   
 
B. Singing:  Consider one or more of the following songs 

1. “For the Cause” (Modern Hymn) 
2. “Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me” (Modern Hymn) 
3. “My Jesus I Love Thee” (Hymn) 
4. “How Great Thou Art” (Hymn) 

 
C. Prayer:  Use the Scriptures to guide your prayers of praise and petition.   

 
Praise you, Jesus, for the promise of resurrection.  Praise you that your Words are perfect.  Forgive us 
for the ways we have not listened to your Word.  Jesus, we want to give our whole lives to you in 
faithfulness.  Enable us to love you with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and love our neighbors 
as ourselves.  Give us an eternal perspective.  Help us to watch and stay awake at all times praying for 
strength to remain faithful until you return.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 
 
 
Wednesday: Jesus continues teaching while the religious leaders plot his death 
 

A. Read Scripture:  Read one or more of the following passages and discuss the questions below 
 
Possible Passages:  Luke 21:37 – 22:6; Mark 14:1-11; Matthew 26:1-16  
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. The people were “hanging on His words” and coming “early in the morning” to hear Jesus teach 

(Luke 19:48 and 21:37-38).  How eager are you to hear from Jesus through His word, the Bible?   
 

2. Jesus spends time in Bethany at the home of Simon the leper where He is anointed by a woman 
with “an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment.” (Matt 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9).  It was worth 
about a years wages (300 denarii, John 12:5).  Mary, Martha, and Lazarus were also there to honor 
Jesus.  Martha serves and Mary anoints Jesus (John 12:1-8).  How did Judas and the other disciples 
respond?  What they say is a “waste,” Jesus says is “a beautiful thing” (Matt 26:8,10).  What is 
significant about this anointing?   

 
Jesus deserves this lavish expression of costly love and devotion.  Before writing “Amazing Grace,” 
John Newton wrote this in his journal: “So much forgiven, so little, little love.  …  So many mercies, 
so few returns.  Such great privileges, and a life so sadly below them.”  We can all see how far short 
we fall of loving Jesus with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.  We feel like John Newton, we 
feel our love is shallow and cold.  We’ve made so few returns on the debt of love we owe.  If we 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHuLOdZdqs8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zundjUFazfg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOsZJySNaaE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QNiNZab-_Jk


love Jesus little it is only because we have little grasp of how much we’ve been forgiven, little grasp 
of God’s grace toward us in Jesus Christ.  If you want to grow in love for Jesus.  Then you must 
grasp the full measure of your own sin and the full measure of God’s grace and forgiveness.  Every 
single sin. Paid in full. Then in awe, overwhelmed by God’s love – You will love Jesus. 

 
3. Wednesday seems to pass quietly compared to all the drama of the past three days with Sunday’s 

triumphal entry, Monday’s cleansing of the temple, and Tuesday’s conflict in the temple. Perhaps 
too quietly!  For behind the scenes the religious leaders are plotting Jesus demise.  They find help 
in the betrayer, Judas Iscariot.  How is Judas’ betrayal connected to the dinner at Bethany?  What 
does John tell us about him (John 12:5-6)?  Did Judas really care about the poor?   
 

4. Judas went to visit the chief priests.  What did he ask?  What was the price for Jesus’ head?   
 

Tragically, Judas saw the value of the ointment but not the value of Jesus.  His betrayal is an 
illustration of 1 Timothy 6:10, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils.  It is through this 
craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.” 
This is why Jesus said, “No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and money.”  
(Luke 16:13).  Now, Jesus doesn’t say you should not serve God and money.  He says you CANNOT 
serve God and money.  So there is a choice that must be made, we will either love & serve money 
or we will love and serve Christ.  But we cannot love both.  
 
Make Christ your master and money your servant for God’s glory and other’s good.  Use the money 
God has entrusted to you to advance the cause of Christ in the lives of others.  Use if for others 
good and God’s glory.  For, if you are not faithful with worldly wealth you will not be entrusted with 
true riches (Luke 16:11). 

 
5. The way we use our money in this life reveals what we trust, love, and worship.  If someone were 

to look at your bank statements, would they see your love of Christ reflected there?  How we use 
money is an excellent test of our godliness.  It reveals our heart and spirituality. Do we use what we 
have only for ourselves?  Or do we generously give to help others? 

 
John D. Rockefeller was one of the wealthiest men in history.  When he died, someone asked his 
accountant, “How much did he leave behind?” His response was classic, “He left all of it.”  We all 
do!!  Graveyards and junkyards!  That’s where all people and possessions end up.  Remember your 
life and your money are fleeting away. Let this change how you think about and use your money.  
You cannot take your wealth with you.  But you can invest it now to “provide for yourselves,… a 
treasure in heaven that does not fail…” Luke 6:33.  You can use it to impact eternity for yourself 
and others.  

 
Summary:  Like David, Jesus knew what it was to be betrayed by a friend (Ps. 41:9; Mark 14:18-21).  In fact 
all his disciples would abandon him.  Yet, what is so remarkable is the depth of love that Jesus will show.  
“For greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends.” John 15:13.  “For 
while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  For one will scarcely die for a 
righteous person – though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die – but God shows his love 
for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:6-8.   

 
 
 



B. Singing:  Consider one or more of the following songs 
1. “Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery” (Modern Hymn) 
2.  “Jesus Paid it All” (Hymn) 
3. “All I Have is Christ” (Modern Hymn) 
4. “I Surrender All” (Hymn) 
5. “You Are My King (Amazing Love)”  

 
C. Prayer:  Use the Scriptures to guide your prayers of praise and petition.   

 
Lord Jesus, thank you for demonstrating your love for us by dying for us while we were yet sinners.  
Thank you for suffering on our behalf.  Jesus, give us a heart that “hangs on your words” and is eager to 
hear from you “early in the morning.” Give us hearts that gladly worship you with costly love and 
devotion.  Enable us to serve you alone as our Master.  Make us good stewards of the blessings you’ve 
given to us.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Thursday: Jesus Final Passover, Farewell Discourse, and Prayer in Gethsemane 
 

A. Read Scripture:  Read one or more of the following passages and discuss the questions below 
 
Possible Passages:  Matthew 26:17-46; Mark 14:12-42; Luke 22:7-46; John 13:1-17:26 
 
Discussion Questions:  CHOOSE ONE of the following for your family worship. 
1. Read Luke 22:7-23 for your family worship tonight.  Jesus institutes the Lord’s Supper.  What did 

the Passover commemorate (Read Exodus 12:1-28)?   How is Jesus dying on the cross connected to 
the celebration of the Passover?  How does this help us understand John the Baptist’s declaration 
when he sees Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29).  
“For Christ, our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed.” (1 Corinthians 5:7) 

 
At the Transfiguration Moses and Elijah talk with Jesus.  “They spoke of his departure which he was 
about to accomplish at Jerusalem.” (Luke 9:31). They’re talking about Jesus’ death and resurrection 
in Jerusalem that Jesus was about to “accomplish” or “fulfill.”  His “departure” here is the Greek 
word, “exodus.”  They are talking about the exodus that Jesus was about to accomplish.  This is 
amazing!  Here’s Moses – the man God chose to lead Israel out of bondage in Egypt to the 
Promised Land – talking with Jesus about the exodus He was about to accomplish in Jerusalem! 
 
Just as Moses was God’s chosen servant to lead God’s people out of bondage in Egypt to the 
Promised Land. So Jesus is God’s chosen servant to lead God’s people out of bondage to sin and 
death to the ultimate promised land – heaven.  Jesus is the new and greater Moses (Heb 3:1-6) 
who brings about a new and greater redemption with a new and greater covenant (Heb 8:6-7, 13; 
13:20; 12:24;).  Jesus leads God’s people to a new and greater place – “a better country, that is a 
heavenly one” (Heb 11:16).  But there are layers here, because Jesus is also our perfect and final 
sacrifice.  He is the Passover Lamb that is sacrificed to atone for our sins so that we can go free! 
And so he is also a new and greater sacrifice (Heb 9:23-28; 10:10-14).  Jesus is the fulfillment of all 
that Moses and the Exodus and the Passover pointed to.  Jesus redeems us from bondage to sin 
and death and leads us into the ultimate and final Promised Land, heaven. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JL72hfcdmow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_jAbHkGJRE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pA5mMBtWKeg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SW8EA7DEQ2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKJnxA_3AY8


 
2. Read John 13:1-20 for your family worship tonight.  Jesus washes the disciples’ feet.  When does 

Jesus wash their feet?  What does he know about Himself as he does this?  What important lessons 
does Jesus teach his disciples through this act of cleansing and service?  How does Jesus cleanse 
us?  How can you demonstrate loving, self-sacrificing service to others in your life? 
 

3. Read John 15:1-16 for your family worship tonight.  Jesus instructs his disciples in the upper room.  
Jesus is the true vine.  As the vinedresser, God does two things to increase the fruitfulness of the 
branches (Jesus’ followers).  First, he prunes them to make them more fruitful (v.2).  How does God 
“prune” us in our lives?  What is He pruning away?  Second, he removes and burns the fruitless 
branches (v.2, 6).  How do we bear much fruit?  What does it mean to “abide” in Christ?  What is 
the result?  What has Jesus called us to do?  What does Jesus tell his disciples to expect from the 
world and why?  What encouragement does he give them at the end of chapter 15 and into 
chapter 16?    

 
4. Read John 17:1-26 for your family worship tonight.  Jesus offers His high priestly prayer.  Jesus’ 

prayer falls into three sections: 1) prayer for himself, 2) for His present disciples, and 3) for His 
future disciples.  What are some of the things that Jesus prays for his disciples, past and present? 
(List as many things as you can). How does this encourage your faith?  How does this shape the way 
we pray for one another and the church?  Did you know Jesus is still praying for you? (Romans 
8:33-35; Hebrews 7:25) 
 

5. Read Matthew 26:31-35; Mark 14:27-31; and Luke 22:31-34 for your family worship tonight.  Jesus 
predicts Peter’s failure (and the others) yet He also promises restoration.  Jesus tells Peter that 
“Satan demanded to have you (pl) that he might sift you (pl) like wheat…”  (Luke 22:31).  What 
does the image tell us Satan wants to do to the disciples?  Can Satan sift without God’s permission?  

 
No trial comes to you that is outside God’s control and God’s plan.  Notice also the overruling hand 
of God.  God purifies the grain by the same process the devil means to destroy it.  Be encouraged, 
God directs the threshing and the sifting you face in life for your good and His glory.   
 
What does Jesus pray for Peter?  How do we know Jesus fully expects his prayer to be answered?  
When we fail, how are we to respond?  (Turn again to Jesus in repentance and faith.  Walk in faith 
with Jesus once more).   How does Jesus’ prayer for us and His promise of restoration encourage 

us when we fail?  It’s really encouraging that Jesus not only knows we will fail, he prays for our faith 
to be sustained, and he assures us of restoration when we turn back to Him in repentance & faith. 
How does Peter’s overconfidence put him in spiritual danger?  What does this teach us?   
 

6. Read Luke 22:39-46 for your family worship tonight.  Jesus prays in the Garden of Gethsemane.  
What does Jesus twice tell his disciples to do in the Garden?  How does Jesus pray?  Why does he 
pray this way?  What can we learn from this?  

 
This short prayer reveals at one time both the awful weight of sin and the devotion of Jesus to His 
Father.  The cup is God’s cup of judgement.  Jesus is about to bear our sins and die in our place as a 
substitute, sacrificing himself to save us.  Oswald Sanders says it well, “He drank a cup of wrath 
without mercy, so that we might drink a cup of mercy without wrath.”  Praise Jesus!!  He saves all 
who turn from sin and trust in Him by faith from God’s wrath. 
 



How is Jesus prayer honest?  How does this encourage us to pray to God?  How is Jesus prayer 
humble?  How does this teach us to pray to God?   
 
In our trials we pray honestly and humbly.  Honest in asking without reservation for relief and 
deliverance.  Yet humble in submission to God’s will.  Knowing God has wise and good reasons for 
our afflictions.  Knowing God will display his power: either in delivering us from our trial or giving us 
the grace to carry us through it, as he does for Jesus.     

 
Summary:  Jesus celebrates the Passover meal with his disciples and institutes the Lord’s Supper.  He gives 
them a picture of what he is about to accomplish on the cross: His body broken and blood shed to 
establish a new covenant.  During the night he washes the disciples’ feet, delivers the Farewell Discourse, 
and prays with them.  After singing a hymn the disciples head to the Mount of Olives where Jesus prays 
with his disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane.  Gethsemane was Jesus’ preparation for Calvary.  On the 
cross Jesus yielded his body as a sacrifice for sin. But in the garden, he first yielded up His will to God.  
After wrestling in prayer, he was ready to endure the suffering ahead.    

 
B. Singing:  Consider one or more of the following songs 

1. “My Victory” 
2. “Jesus Messiah” 
3. “How Deep the Father’s Love” (Modern Hymn) 
4. “He Will Hold Me Fast” (Modern Hymn) 
5. “Crown Him with Many Crowns” (Hymn) 

 
C. Prayer:  Use the Scriptures to guide your prayers of praise and petition.   

 
Jesus, thank you and praise you for offering yourself as our Passover Lamb as the perfect and final 
sacrifice for sin.  Thank you for establishing a better covenant with a better country, a heavenly one.  
Thank you for your example of service.  Enable us to follow in your steps.  Teach us to abide in you that 
we may bear much fruit.  Forgive us for the ways we have relied on ourselves instead of you.  Thank 
you for the promise of restoration after failure when we turn back again to you.  Teach us to pray 
honestly and humbly, “Not my will but yours be done.”  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

Friday:  Jesus is arrested, tried, flogged, crucified, and buried. 
 
For Good Friday’s worship guide and recorded message please see the separate church email or go online to 
www.gfc1.org, or to our Facebook or YouTube page.  The message is a part of our sermon series in Luke.  So 
we strongly encourage you to watch it as a part of your family worship.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7DNaMSVDSYo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1W6LBoBNGw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tzQj7XvKFmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_oMINTCSGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=imJ46zeluE8
http://www.gfc1.org/
https://www.facebook.com/gfc1.org/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV102IESl9hyKN95rGjPjmw


Saturday: Jesus is in the tomb guarded by Roman Soldiers 
 

A. Read Scripture:  Read one or more of the following passages and discuss the questions below 
 
Possible Passages:  Matthew 27:62-66 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Where are the disciples at this point on the Sabbath?  What do you suppose they are thinking and 

feeling?  We don’t know for sure, but most likely they are fearfully hiding behind locked doors just 
like they were on Sunday evening (John 20:19).  They had devoted themselves to following 
someone who was just shamefully crucified as a criminal against Israel and Rome.  Their leader has 
been brutally executed.  Their hopes are in shambles. Their minds are confused; their hearts afraid.    
 

2. What do the Pharisees and chief priests ask of Pilate?  Why do they want to post a guard around 
the tomb?  What are they afraid the disciples might do?   

 
The guard posted was most likely a guard of Roman soldiers not temple police.  First, the religious 
leaders ask Pilate to “order” or “command” a guard (v.64).  The governor’s order would only be 
necessary for a Roman guard since the temple police were already at their disposal.  Moreover, the 
religious leaders later reassure the guards they would satisfy Pilate if he learned of their failure 
(Matt 28:14-15). This would only be necessary for a Roman guard. 

 
3. How does posting a guard actually work against the idea that the disciples stole the body? How 

does posting a guard contradict the idea that the disciples went to the wrong tomb?   
 

Despite holding and having access to all the earthly power, the religious leaders could not contain 
Jesus or stop the will of God.  Their efforts at prevention and then a cover up story (Matt 28:11-15) 
fall flat and work against them.  There is no stopping God from accomplishing his plans.  How is this 
a comfort to us in our own day as we wait for Jesus to return? 

 
4. Read Acts 4:1-20.  How would you describe the disciples as they go toe to toe with the same 

religious leaders that killed Jesus?  How would you account for the difference in them?  Would they 
be so bold if they had not spent time with the risen Jesus?  How do they respond to the authorities 
when commanded to stop proclaiming Jesus?   
 

5. How does the reality of the resurrection change how we live today?  How should we conduct 
ourselves now as we wait for the coming of the Lord Jesus?   

 
Summary:  The disciples are hiding in fear behind locked doors.  They are confused, afraid, and 
disheartened.  All this would change forever when they meet the risen Lord and Savior Jesus the next day.  
The disciples would go from cowards to courageous witnesses.  From fearful to fearless servants of Christ!  

 
B. Singing:  Consider one or more of the following songs 

1. “Living Hope” 
2. “Forever” 
3. “Nothing But the Blood of Jesus” (Hymn) 
4. “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” (Hymn) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nyOJlnn5SZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6duzVn5M6E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bl1P4apA5yw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5OWWqS1jnOw


C. Prayer:  Use the Scriptures to guide your prayers of praise and petition.   
 

Praise you, Jesus, that no tomb could hold you!  Thank you for using even your enemies’ plans to 
accomplish your purposes and establish the reality of the resurrection.  Praise you, God, that no one 
can thwart your plans.  Strengthen our faith in that truth.  Make us bold and courageous witnesses in 
the Spirit’s power because we know you have been raised from the dead!  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
 

 
 
Sunday:  Jesus is risen; He is risen indeed! 
 

A. Read Scripture:  Read one or more of the following passages and discuss the questions below 
 
Possible Passages:  Matthew 28:1-20; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-49; John 20:1-30 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Read John 20 for your family worship tonight.  This chapter describes four encounters leading to 

faith in Jesus Christ.  Peter and John (v.1-10); Mary Magdalene (v.11-18); the disciples without 
Thomas (v.19-23); and finally, Thomas with the disciples (v.24-29).  Like everything else in John’s 
Gospel, why did he record these four encounters (see v.30-31)?   
 

2. How do they find the empty tomb?  How does the beloved disciple respond (v.8)?  The grave 
clothes were enough to bring John to faith.  John knew three things – 1) None of the disciples took 
the body.  2) No grave robber had taken the body (and left behind the valuable clothes folded 
neatly).  3) The Jews hadn’t stolen the body – because the best way to stop Jesus’ followers was to 
keep the body buried in the tomb.  John saw the grave clothes in the empty tomb and believed.   
 

3. What does Mary Magdalene assume has happened to Jesus body?  When does Mary recognize 
Jesus?  Her Shepherd’s voice pierces Mary’s heart, opens her eyes, awakens her faith, and she 
immediately surrenders herself to Christ.  Her grief gives way to joyful worship.  Matthew (28:10) 
tells us that she fell down, “took hold of his feet and worshiped him.”   
 

4. How do the disciples encounter Jesus?  What is their reaction?  What does Jesus say to them?   
 
“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.” Jesus gives their lives and ours purpose.  This is John’s equivalent of the Great Commission.  
Jesus was sent to save the world.  Now they are being sent to bear witness to the work Jesus 
accomplished.  Their faith must lead to a life lived on mission with Jesus.  “And when he had said 
this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’  Jesus not only gives us 
purpose, He gives us power to accomplish the mission (cf. Luke 24:49) through the Holy Spirit (John 
14:17).  This is fulfilled 50 days later on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1ff).  Through faith in Jesus we 
have: Peace with God, joy in Christ, purpose in life, and power to live it out!!  AMEN!   
 
The transformation in the disciples’ lives was undeniable.  What is the undeniable evidence the 
Risen Jesus has made in your life? 
 
 



5. When Thomas hears about Jesus resurrection from the disciples, what is his response?   
 
When Jesus appears, what does he invite Thomas to do?  Put yourself in this scene – what do you 
think this would be like for Thomas?   Jesus invites Thomas to personally investigate….Here’s the 
proof you wanted.  Stop disbelieving and believe (v.27).  How does he respond to Jesus?  What 
does Jesus say in response to his humble and joyful worship?   

 
Thomas was overcome by doubt and skepticism.  He wanted proof, evidence, to be convinced 
before he would believe. I’m happy this is in the NT because Thomas represents many people in 
our own day.  His confession gives a climactic illustration of faith. 

 
6. Not only was Thomas’ encounter with the risen Jesus up close, it was personal.  This is something 

we all need. The disciples couldn’t believe for him.  I can’t believe for you.  Kids, your parents can’t 
believe for you.  You have to believe for yourself.  How will you respond to Jesus?   

 
Summary: “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in 
this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name.”  Jesus did many signs, of course the greatest is His 
resurrection.  We don’t need more evidence.  We need to believe the evidence we’ve already been 
given in God’s Word.  We have the empty tomb and the grave clothes.  We have the radical 
transformation of the disciples.  We have the spread of faith in a risen Jesus beginning in the very city 
where he died and was buried.  And we have the eyewitness accounts of multiple people who had 
seen the risen Jesus (1 Cor 15:1-8).  These things have been written down so you will believe in Jesus 
Christ and that by believing you may have life in His name.   
 

 
B. Singing:  Consider one or more of the following songs 

1. “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” (Hymn) 
2. “Because He Lives” (Hymn) 
3. “Christ is Risen” by Matt Maher 
4. “Christ is Risen” by Phil Wickham 
5. “He Lives” (Hymn) 
6. “Thine is the Glory” (Hymn) 
7. “Glorious Day”   

 
C. Prayer:  Use the Scriptures to guide your prayers of praise and petition.   

 
Thank you for rising victorious over sin and death.  Thank you for the sure hope of eternal life through faith 
in you.  Give us a heart that falls at your feet in worship and submits to you in joyful obedience.  Thank you 
for saving us.  Thank you for giving our lives purpose.  Thank you for giving us the power in the Spirit to 
accomplish the mission you’ve given us of making disciples.  Thank you that we have peace with God and 
joy with you.  Thank you for calling us by name.  Increase our faith and faithfulness.  In Jesus’ Name, amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVCZkGXv4hc
https://youtu.be/oPW9xYEyijQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-mXeA0G_xKc&t=23s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vMX9CNgRJCM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6G8F8UzuSGE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbBOOmkMLmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gklJ2XZwDHc


Conclusion 
 
Jesus truly is the Messiah.  He took the blame and bore God’s wrath for your sin that you deserved.  He 
died in your place that you might live.  He did that because He loves you!!  He rose again from the dead 
proving He has the power to save.  Do you hear Jesus’ voice, the Good Shepherd calling your name?  If so, 
confess your sin to God. Ask Him to forgive you. Put your faith in Jesus Christ who died for your sins and 
rose from the dead that you might have eternal life.  Believe and find eternal life in His name.   
 
Jesus rose victorious over the grave – He defeated sin and death, He destroyed the works of the devil.  If 
you’ve put your faith in Him, know that He has forgiven you completely and freed you from sin!  He has 
given you eternal life!  There is nothing and no one that can snatch you out of his hand (John 10:28; 6:37-
40).  There is nothing and no one who can condemn you (Rom 8:1-4; 33-39).  There is nothing and no one 
that you need fear because Jesus Christ has risen from the dead, He is seated at the right hand of God, and 
He reigns triumphant over all.   
 
May you follow Christ faithfully in the power of His Spirit.  May you love and serve Him wholeheartedly 
until He returns or calls you home.  May you rejoice in Jesus Christ, for He is risen – He is risen indeed!! 
Amen!    


