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June 11, 2020 
 
Dear GFC, 
 
As we have emphasized in our updates the past three months, each decision the pastors have 
made regarding our plans and response to the shutdown, and now our partial reopening, have 
been informed by the Word of God and prayer.  Our highest goal is to respond to our current 
circumstances in a way that is faithful to the whole counsel of Scripture and gives glory to God!    
 
What follows is a summary of many (not all) of the Scriptures that, taken together, are guiding 
the decisions we are making as we reopen GFC. Please examine and consider this Biblical 
rationale for our approach and be encouraged by how God’s Word speaks to the circumstances 
we face. 
 
The church is called to meet together 
The church (Gk. Ekklesia) means “assembly” or “congregation.”  The clear command and 
pattern in Scripture is for Christians to regularly gather together physically for worship as a 
whole body.   
 
Scripture instructs believers to assemble and not neglect meeting together. Hebrews 10:24-25 
teaches, “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting 
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you 
see the Day drawing near.” 
 
Examples: Paul wrote letters to be read to the entire church when gathered together (ex 1 Cor 
1:2; 1 Thes 1:1, etc.). Paul taught the entire gathered assembly.  For example, in Antioch “For a 
whole year they met with the “church” / “assembly” and taught a great many people” (Acts 
11:26).  We have often said that “church” is the gathering of all God’s people to worship God.  
This is the reason that we keep children in the church service with us.  To separate them out is 
inappropriate.  This suggests that it is right whenever possible to gather corporately in total.  
There are numerous examples in both the Old and New Testaments.   
 
The Bible talks about the church as a people (Matthew 18:17, Acts 18:22), a people gathered 
together (Acts 14:27, 1 Corinthians 11:18, 14:26, 14:23) and a people who act together 
(Matthew 18:17, Acts 15:4,22, 1 Cor 5:4-5, 11:1-14:40).  Communion, worship, prayer, 
preaching, sending missionaries, appointing leaders, baptism, excommunication, and mutual 
up-building are all actions of the church in the Bible.  References to gathering members of a 
church include: Mt 18:17; Acts 11:22, 26; 14:23; 15:3, 4, 22; 18:22; Romans 16:5, 23: 1 
Corinthians 4:17; 6:4; 11:16, 18, 22: 14:4, 5, 12, 19, 23, 28, 33-35, 16:1, 19; 2 Corinthians 8:19; 
24; Colossians 4:15.   
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This is an important teaching of Scripture when considering our response to our present 
circumstances. Neglecting to gather as a church, especially long-term, would be unfaithful to 
God’s Word and detrimental to God's people. Yet, this clear pattern and command is not the 
only facet of Scripture to consider.  We must consider the whole counsel of Scripture when 
responding to our circumstance. 
 
Reopening carefully and cautiously is prudent. 
Proverbs 22:3 tells us, “The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the fool goes on and 
suffers for it."  And Proverbs 15:22 teaches, “Without counsel plans fail, but with many advisers 
they succeed.”  As we sought counsel within and outside our church, we determined that a 
cautious approach to reopening was most prudent.  We are still learning about this virus.  We 
know that it is dangerous for older populations and people with underlying conditions.  The 
situation warrants caution at first. Please keep in mind that more cautious guidelines initially are 
intended to be temporary and relaxed over time.  
 
Moreover, it is wise and Biblical to structure our meetings in such a way that is loving and caring 
for our whole congregation (1 Cor 17:17-22; 29, 33-34).  Temporary adjustments, such as our 
reopening guidelines, are not intended to inhibit worship, but to enable us to actually gather as a 
church (assembly). Loving concern for one another may warrant temporary suspension of 
meeting (for safety reasons), place temporary limits when meeting, and/or temporarily require 
some congregants to not attend the meeting if they are sick or vulnerable.    
 
Believers are called to love one another 
Jesus said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35).  
 
“Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.” (Rom 14:10).  This 
command to love is comprehensive and therefore has numerous considerations and 
applications that apply in this situation.  Broadly speaking it applies in the following three ways: 
1) How we treat one another in word and actions; 2) How we gather as a church for worship; 
and 3) How the stay-at-home order impacts the larger society.  Each of these three categories 
has numerous implications.  As pastors, we have discussed all three but have been primarily 
focused on the first two categories.  We recognize the broader economic and social impact on 
our neighbor. This third category is still an ongoing discussion for us as pastors. 
 
1) How does love for one another impact how we treat each other?  It means we are to be 
patient with each other, kind to each other, and humble toward each other (1 Cor 13:4-5).  Love 
is not arrogant or rude in how it treats others or responds to them (1 Cor 13:4). It is unloving to 
insist on things being done your way (v.5).  Love, out of humility (v.4) counts others more 
significant than yourself and looks not only to your own interests, but also the interests of others 
(Phil 2:3-4).  Loving each other also means we do not insist on our own way, but rather that we 
bear with one another (1 Cor 13:5-7; Col 3:13; Eph 4:2; 1 Cor 8; Rom 14:1-15:7). We are to 
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pursue what makes for peace and mutual upbuilding (Rom 14:19).  Christian love is willing to 
sacrifice personally for the sake of others.   
 
There are a wide range of views about how the government’s response to the COVID outbreak 
impacts the church and society.  Regardless of where you fall on that spectrum, it is loving to 
"consider others more significant than ourselves," (Phil 2:3), to consider the interests of others 
(Phil 2:4) and to "love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12:31).  This is an opportunity to model 
love that puts others above self.  For example, some may think that precautions are needless 
and an overreaction, while others may think gathering as a group is not cautious enough.  Even 
if you are right, Scripture teaches that you are to sacrifice your ideal for a short season out of 
love for others who view this differently.  
 
These commands instruct us to temper our responses to each other with grace, gentleness, 
respect, and care.  This is especially true when interacting with those who hold different views 
on the COVID outbreak response.  These commands would also mean avoiding the sins of 
gossip, slander, and backbiting (Prov 16:28; Rom 1:29-31; Gal 5:20, etc).  It would include 
mutual understanding, respect, and support.  It would include humility in the position one holds.   
 
2) How does love for one another impact our church gathering?  We have put together 
guidelines that are reasonable to facilitate gathering as a church with concern for the body as a 
whole.  As described earlier in this document, a cautious reopening shows concern for the 
whole body.  This is why we are not simply re-opening but implementing some precautions. 
 
Believers are called to use their freedom in Christ to serve others. 
"Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one 
another."  Gal 5:13.  Why?  “For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’” (Gal 5:14).   
 
Our Christian freedom is not an excuse to pursue our own desires without regard for other 
people but a call to love and serve others.  GFC’s reopening process is bigger than our own 
personal opinions or freedom of expression.   
 
Believers are called to unity with one another for God’s glory and the church’s witness. 
We should have a deep longing to gather together as a church.  And we ought to do what we 
can to foster this out of love for others.  
 
“May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  (Rom 15:5-6; cf. 1 Pet 3:8). This is our prayer for GFC.  We 
should not allow the diversity of perspectives on the shutdown and reopening, and how GFC 
has navigated these circumstances, to cause division within our own congregation.   
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“The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you,’ nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have 
no need of you.’ On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the 
greater honor,... that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the 
same care for one another.  If one member suffers, all suffer together, if one member is 
honored, all rejoice together.”  1 Cor 12:21-23, 25-26 
 
We are one body in Christ and this means we do not neglect but care for all members of the 
body.  This is so that there “be no division in the body.”  We exhort you to respond to our 
circumstances and decisions in a way that reflects care for the entire church body and with an 
eagerness “to maintain unity in the bond of peace” (Eph 4:3).  As pastors we are also called to 
“pay careful attention...to all the flock” and “to shepherd the church of God” as a whole (Acts 
20:28).  This consideration of all members of the body is meant to keep God’s people united 
and to prevent division.   
 
Believers are to be a Godly witness to our community 
Jesus taught, “...let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16).  We want our decisions and 
interactions to be seen by non-believers as good, honorable works that give glory to God (2 Cor 
8:21, 1 Peter 2:12). We want to set an example of responsible action and love for others (both in 
the church and in the community).  
 
The unity of the church also is a witness to the community.  Jesus prayed, “that they may all be 
one, just as you, Father are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world 
may believe that you sent me... “ John 17:21 
 
Believers are to be subject to governing authority 
“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities.  For there is no authority except from 
God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.  Therefore, whoever resists the 
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.  For rulers 
are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.  Would you have no fear of the one who is in 
authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God's servant for 
your good.  But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain.  For he is the 
servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.  Therefore, one 
must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. For the 
same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very 
thing.  Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom 
revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.”  Romans 
13:1-7 
 
Scripture teaches us to be subject to and honor our governing authorities when their instructions 
do not contradict God’s Word (Rom 13:1-7; 1 Pet 2:13-15; Titus 3:1; Acts 4:18-20; Daniel 3:16-
18).  In no way have we uncritically accepted everything public officials have said.  As we have 
communicated, we believed that in this case it was wisest to 1) wait for more data on the virus 
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and 2) take the approach of appeal before civil disobedience. That is why, after more data was 
available, we began a process of appeal to our government leaders. We wanted to be able to 
say, "we did all we could to appeal" and "we were left with no other choice" before openly 
defying these officials by reopening. We have already shared many of those actions taken. 
Thankfully, this process of appeal was no longer necessary after the governor's announcement.   
 
As grateful as we are that Governor Pritzker lifted restrictions for churches to meet, we know 
that a spike in COVID cases or deaths could invoke new restrictions or move us back a phase.  
This would not only affect churches but also businesses, schools and individuals.  This would be 
detrimental to the church and to people’s livelihoods.  Our desire is to show that churches can 
be responsible to shepherd their own flocks in a way that is wise, prudent, thoughtful, and 
compassionate toward all people.  
 
God’s call for team leadership is a blessing to the church 
The church is called to be led by multiple, equal, qualified pastors (also called elders) who 
shepherd the church as a team.  The authority and responsibility for prayer, preaching, care, 
and oversight are shared equally among all the pastors (Titus 1:5-9).  We believe this is the 
leadership model established in the New Testament.  The practice of shared pastoral leadership 
by qualified men is both well attested and widespread (Acts 14:23; 15:2,4; 20:17,28; Phil 1:1; 1 
Tim 3:1-7, 5:17; James 1:1, with 5:14-15; 1 Peter 1:1, with 5:1).  God called the early Christians 
to establish multiple pastors in every church (Acts 14:23, Titus 1:5, 1 Tim 3:1-7, 14-15, 5:21).  
The New Testament titles of pastor (or shepherd), elder, and overseer (or bishop) are all used  
interchangeably for one office / role that we refer to as “pastor” (1 Tim 3:1-2; 5:17; Titus 1:5,7; 
Acts 20:17,28; 1 Peter 5:1-2). 
 
There is wisdom in many counselors (Prov 11:14; 15:22; 24:6). There are numerous 
advantages and wonderful benefits to God’s design for the plurality of leadership of His church.  
It forces us to be humble, to consider other perspectives, to submit to one another, and to be 
patient with one another.  It also helps us be more thorough and thoughtful in our decisions 
making.  This leads us to greater overall wisdom and faithfulness to Scripture in our response.  
We know this structure has at times slowed our decisions or communications in response to this 
situation. Yet, taking the time to hear other’s viewpoints helps us make better (not perfect) 
decisions as a team, as God intended.   
 
Our hope is in God alone 
It is precisely in circumstances like this that we are reminded that our hope is in God and God 
alone. His Word tells us: “He is before all things and in Him all things hold together.” (Col 1:17)    
 
“The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
(Philippians 4:5-7). 
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We know God is sovereign (Eph. 1:11; Col 1:16-17; Rom. 11:36; 13:1; Heb. 1:3; Ps. 135:6; 
Prov. 16:33).  Our hope and security are not in our health, or our jobs, or possessions, or in 
government policy.  Our hope is in God alone, “…who is able to do far more abundantly than all 
that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”  (Ephesians 3:20-21). 
 
Conclusion: 
The Scriptures above have helped guide our understanding and response to this situation.  We 
hope it reveals our desire to faithfully apply the whole counsel of Scripture to this situation and 
some of the nuance required to do so. We also pray that the Lord has brought greater 
understanding to you of the attitude and actions He calls us to in His Word.     
 
The circumstances we have faced this year (and will continue to face) involve many factors 
which makes it more complicated to respond with Biblical wisdom.  We believe that it is possible 
to pursue a course of action that embodies both courage and prudence; one that strives to 
honor our governing authorities while also advocating for righteousness when they stray from 
their rightful authority.   
 
Our decision making has been driven by a desire to please God, not man.  We are striving to be 
faithful to the whole counsel of Scripture for the whole flock of God.  This entire journey has 
been bathed in prayer.  We do not make any decision lightly.  Our desire is to bring the most 
glory to God and the most good to God’s people.   
 
Thank you for your patience, understanding, and support as we navigate this season in the life 
of our church.  It is a season.  We are hopeful that the Lord is moving us into a new season 
where we can resume church life as normal.  We have seen God at work in many ways, both 
big and small, through all of this.  All our confidence is in Christ to lead us through this as a 
church.   
 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  
 
Pastors Michael, Jonathan, Stephen and Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


