
September 2017
Dear Beloved Family & Friends!
 
Oh my word (a typical South African expression that I have grown so accustomed to saying), just when I thought 
life here at East Mountain could not get busier, my schedule seemed to quadruple in work load. I have many, many 
exciting things to update you all on! (Bear with me in the long e-mail!)
 
Have you ever found yourself in a position where you stop and think to yourself, “how in the world did I end up here? 
I am completely unqualified & out of place.” I found myself asking this question more than once over the past month 
and a half when I was working with a program where I was surrounded by 15 men from 12 different countries from 
all over the world. This program involved four organizations that partnered together; Oxford University in the UK, 
Stellenbosch University, East Mountain, and Barnabas Fund. This program, which we refer to as the PhD Summit, 
was the product of almost 15 years of prayer to see church leaders from all over the globe receive in-depth training 
and knowledge as they prepare to pursue their PhD in relevant topics/issues that are affecting the church today. 
Oxford and Stellenbosch partnered to provide the academic training and information that would launch participants 
into their research, Barnabas Fund (an organization that financially provides for Christians being persecuted around 
the world) helped to financially provide for these men to come & funded the program as a whole, and East Mountain 
ran all logistics as well as fostered real-life Christian community and relationship building among participants. 
 
My role in the PhD Summit? I was the main point-person on the grounds representing East Mountain and running 
all logistics. *cue gasp of how unqualified I felt for this role*  Here I am, a 23-year-old American girl (& the only 
woman the entire 4 weeks) hanging out with men whose statuses and experiences far outweigh anything I have 
ever witnessed or could have even imagined. Although unqualified and very inadequate, this was one of the most 
unbelievable experiences I have had to learn about life, the world, and God through 15 different lives that have 
insight & encounters I only see on the news.
 
Here are some brief introductions to the kind of men I had the privilege to hang out with:
-Zechariah Manyok Biar is from South Sudan and was one of the Lost Boys of Sudan. Here is an article that gives 
a brief account to his story as well as the PhD program and is WELL WORTH the read!! (https://www.ocrpl.org/lost-
boy-of-sudan-a-rebel-and-now-a-bishop/)
-Moses Deng Bol is also from South Sudan and is in charge of about 300 churches in his area. Both Zechariah and 
Moses were at least 6›5», which is apparently normal for Sudanese people!
-Cranston Knowles is a pastor from the Bahamas who had to pray earnestly over the safety of his church as Hur-
ricane Irma passed through the area, especially after his church was demolished from a previous natural disaster a 
couple years back. Praising God that his people and church are safe!
-Hassan John, both a Bishop and journalist, is from Nigeria and finds himself in dangerous situations reporting 
some of the most gruesome and horrific stories that occur daily & that we only see on the news. 
-Paul Mursalin from Guyana, South America whose real name has Muslim heritage yet who changed it once he 
gave his life to Christ. He still has to use his real name when traveling in certain areas of the world in order to protect 
himself in Muslim countries.
-Other countries represented were Ghana, Ethiopia, Namibia, Madagascar, England, Uganda, Pakistan. See photos 
attached to “meet” all of them!! 
 
The day that all these participants arrived to start this 4-week program was the same day that I got news that I was 
starting my Master’s in Transformational Urban Leadership through Azusa Pacific!  Talk about hectic timing!  This is 
the same Master’s program I wrote about at the beginning of this year, and God has opened the door for me to start 
taking courses! Hallelujah! 
 
Even more crazy timing, while the PhD program started and my Master’s started, I was also having meetings with 
the leadership of my organization as to what my role will look like for next year. Another exciting update is that I am 
taking over the Short-Term Administrator position for East Mountain!! What this means is that similar to how I 
helped facilitate and run the PhD Summit program, I will be the head staff member in charge of coordinating all the 
short-term teams that come through East Mountain. This includes any churches that come from the States, our 
6-week internship program in May-June, the PhD program, and all other short-term trainings that come through for 
our leadership development program. I am so ecstatic for how God wants to challenge me and teach me new skills 
in this role! 
 



With this new role into a staffing position, I will be moving out of the East Mountain house that I currently live at the 
end of this year. Although I will miss living in a room with five girls and sharing a kitchen with 14 other people, I am 
looking forward to having my own space :) Please be praying that God would open up an affordable apartment in a 
safe area to rent!
 
It is also imperative that I buy a vehicle for the remainder of my time here. Please be praying that God would pro-
vide a reliable and affordable vehicle for me to purchase! I am praying to fundraise $6,000-$7,000 in order to buy 
a used car that is safe & can transport the amount of people that I drive to ministry sites daily. If you are able and 
would like to donate, you can submit a one-time donation at Tori’s Donation Page. I am looking to buy this vehicle by 
the end of the month!
 
Thank you to each and every one of you for the way that you support me through finances, prayer, encouraging 
messages & following my journey here in SA through e-mails and social media. I have had many days where an 
e-mail or text from one of you reminds me that although my heart is constantly hurting from missing the comforts 
and people of home, that there is a group of people who are encouraging the work God is doing through me here. 
You all have made the hard days not so hard. Thank you for your consistent prayer, investment, and love over me in 
this season of my life. I cherish each of you deeply!
 
As always, do not hesitate to send any prayer requests, life updates, photos of your life, anything to me!! I would 
love to connect and pray with each of you as often as I can.
 
In His Name,
Tori O’Connor

Group photo of the participants and staff of the PhD 
program.

We took all the participants on a long tour of the Cape 
Peninsula. Here is a famous spot called Chapman’s 
Peak! You won’t find me in the photo because I was the 
designated photographer ;)
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Love taking selfies of driving the LARGE 14-seater 
Toyota Quantum every day! They would call me “the 
Queen” haha! From left to right: Hery Tiana from Madagascar, 

Zechariah Manyok Biar from South Sudan, Tori, Moses 
Deng Bol from South Sudan all wearing our crosses ;)

https://secure-q.net/Donations/UnitedWM/13913


Romero, an East Mountain resident who helped drive 
participants, me, and Hery Tiana at our 4am airport drop 
off for Hery to say goodbye!

Me, Charles Gyasi from Ghana, and Moses at 
Muizenberg beach on our day-tour through Cape Town

A piece of home, Kelly, came all the way 
out and visited me for the last week and 
a half!!!!! THANK YOU LORD! We hiked 
Lion’s Head, toured Cape Town, and she 
saw the life I live here in SA!

A piece of home, Kelly, came all the way 
out and visited me for the last week and 
a half!!!!! THANK YOU LORD! We hiked 
Lion’s Head, toured Cape Town, and she 
saw the life I live here in SA!

A piece of home, Kelly, came all the way 
out and visited me for the last week and 
a half!!!!! THANK YOU LORD! We hiked 
Lion’s Head, toured Cape Town, and she 
saw the life I live here in SA!

Large group photo of participants and East Mountain 
community at one of our braai’s (like a BBQ!)
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