
Subject: South Africa April/May Update

Dear Family & Friends,

This past week, I started a prayer journal. Although I have a regular journal with entries that 
usually turn into prayers, I needed something dedicated to bringing all the praises for what 
God has done and the junk of what I need God’s intervention in to be laid before the cross. 
Writing out my prayers allowed me to truly lay down burdens that l don’t have the strength to 
carry, and already I am seeing how God has completely answered some of those prayers, 
just from a couple days ago!!  I hope that this serves as an encouragement for those of you 
struggling to connect with the Lord - be bold and creative with new ways in how you can 
connect with Him, because I am confident that He will meet you in your searching for Him.

For any of you who follow me on social media, you saw that I returned to the States for 
a week to stand by my best friend as she married the man of her dreams!!! It was an 
unbelievable gift, and it would not have been possible without the extreme generosity of Joe 
& Judy Tomkiewicz. Thank you, Joe & Judy, for giving me an unforgettable week spent with 
my family, your family, and my best friends to celebrate your amazing daughter. Not only was 
the wedding absolutely incredible in EVERY way, I also was able to celebrate Easter and my 
dad’s birthday all in one week. Wow, thank you Lord!!!  That week came at the perfect time 
and helped fully charge me back into ministry here in Stellenbosch.

Ministry Update:  As soon as I returned from the States, I was immediately swept back into 
the swing of things. With planning for the Mother’s Day service at Stellenbosch Baptist 
Church (SBC) to planning for our weekly student Lifegroup to mentoring Zoë, it was a busy 
re-entry!  Although busy, I was so overwhelmed with the amount of growth & maturing I have 
witnessed in my housemates and those in our Lifegroup and Zoë. We recently took over 
leadership of this student Lifegroup that is associated with SBC, and we are so amazed at 
how God is not only strengthening and deepening our relationships with the students, but how 
the student group has already GROWN from about 6 students to 12 students - all in a couple 
of weeks!  That speaks volumes to the kind of community we are cultivating that is vulnerable, 
safe, and centered around living a life like Jesus. We are creating a culture of authenticity, 
and it is a blessing to be apart of that.

-Zoë and I did a sunrise hike up Lion’s Head (a well-known hike for it’s UNBELIEVABLE 
views). Zoë had never done this hike in all the years that she has lived here, and although 
challenging with staples and ladders to climb, she overcame fears and did it!! Zoë is also 
celebrating her 17th birthday this week, and it has been so beautiful to walk alongside this 
stage of life with her. Zoë is wise beyond her years, and is facing many, many challenges at 
school. I ask that you pray for continued wisdom and courage for her to make choices that 
would draw her closer to Jesus!



-Last week I was able to accompany my housemates Siyabulela and Moeketsi to their soccer 
ministry in the township Khayelitsha. These men have about 30 boys that they coach and 
train in the sport of soccer, yet more than that they are raising up future respected men. It’s 
amazing to watch them encourage, discipline, and play father-roles in these young boys’ lives. 
We are continuing conversation about me joining them in this ministry to train the coaches on 
first-aid care and possibly help the girl’s teams in the township Kayamandi.

-We are preparing for our 6-week internship called Summit beginning in June!  We will have 
7 Americans and 7 South Africans who will live a glimpse of the life that we live here East 
Mountain - an intercultural community that disciples and trains Biblically-sound leaders for the 
Kingdom. I will be organizing morning workouts (at 6:30am...pray for me!) twice a week for 
the Summiteers. I am so excited to use my creativity & passion for healthy living with these 
Summiteers, some of which have never been taught the concept of this. 

Prayer Requests: We have received many notifications and warnings about our current 
water crisis. We are in a severe drought, and have been told that we have until September 
until our water reserves are dried up. We have also been notified that we cannot drink any 
water that comes from the tap because there are toxins in the soil of the water reserves that 
will make both animals and humans extremely sick. Please be in prayer that God would send 
a plethora of rain that would fill up our reserves and carry us into this summer. 

-One of my housemates received news this week that his father committed suicide. After an 
extremely traumatizing and difficult home-situation, this news has shifted our entire house and 
greater community. Please be in prayer over the family, my housemate who has been directly 
affected, and our community to appropriately respond and love in this situation.

-Continued prayer for each ministry that we at East Mountain are apart of, for Stellenbosch 
Baptist Church, and for relationships within the house I live in.

Although some days are harder than others, even the hard days are bearable knowing that 
I am living in God’s will for my life right now. This would not be possible without every single 
one of you backing me in prayer and financial support. I love each of you dearly and find 
myself praying for you all often. As always, please let me know updates/ways I can be in 
specific prayer for you! 

All my love,

Tori O’Connor



Katie, my best friend, and I on the 
day of her wedding!

My dad and I celebrating Easter and 
his birthday

For Mother’s Day we put together 
chocolates with a card that have an 
encouragement and verse for the 
moms.

We also created a Photo Booth for 
mom’s and their families to take 
photos! It was a HUGE hit!

The wedding party!!

Photos



Me, Siyabulela, Moeketsi, and Zach (a visitor from 
South Carolina) all at the Khayelitsha soccer 
practice.

Siyabulela and Moeketsi :)

The boys don’t have a soccer field to practice on, so 
they practice on loose dirt

Zoë and I on our sunrise Lion’s Head hike


