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South	  Africa	  
March	  2017	  Update	  
 
Hi Family & Friends!! 
  
I hope this update finds each of you well, even in the midst of a 
busy season! As I write this update, I will be honest in sharing 
that I find myself extremely tired, busy, and with many items on 
my to-do list that need to get done (hence, part of the reason 
this update is being sent in April instead of March...). Despite all 
these things, I also am writing to you with a very full and 
grateful heart for all that God is doing and teaching me in this 
time - quite a different response than my last update! 
  
As you all know, last month was challenging for me in 
recognizing the need I had to grieve and lament certain things in 
my life. Although that process is still happening, I am also 
reaping the unbelievable benefits of going through this process; 
freedom from bitterness and frustration, a deeper and clearer 
understanding of the Lord, and a greater love and appreciation 
for God's hand in my life. For those of you enduring this process, 
be encouraged by the freedom God gives because of it! 
  
This month has been full, busy, joyous, challenging, and so many 
other emotions. I have found myself in conversations and 
processing a lot about the topic of racism and segregation. As 
I've allowed time to really sit in this and recognize my role in it, 
I've written a blog post describing my thoughts and possible 
solutions to what I am witnessing. You can follow the link here. I 
would love to hear your own thoughts and experiences to this 
topic, to my blog post, or anything else that is stirred as you 
read it! 
  
Ministry Update: The ministry at Stellenbosch Baptist Church 
(SBC) has hit the ground running and is in full swing. It has been 
an adjustment, yet so amazing at the same time to see the 
relationships God is building in this small church. Some context 



	   2	  

of the church: their congregation is lacking in youth. Most of their 
students are international Ph'D students, and they only have one 
girl that's in high school (i.e. no high school ministry). They have 
a couple university students as well, yet most are higher level 
students. Families in the church have been extremely hospitable 
and welcoming to our crew by inviting us over for Sunday 
lunches and building relationships each Sunday and throughout 
the week. Tsah, one of the East Mountain residents, led worship 
and has been asked to take leadership as the Worship Leader 
(another area lacking in the church). He has done an AMAZING 
job and we are so excited for him in this role. I have started to 
mentor and disciple the high schooler named Zoë. God is so 
strategic in how He brings people together - her experience and 
story are very similar to my own experience, and we get along so 
well. I am so expectant for the way that God will use our 
friendship to enter into the high schools and bring about a high 
school ministry (long term goal!). We have been asked to take 
leadership of all student ministry. This includes a Life Group that 
meets on Wednesday's, planning events each month for students 
to get together, evangelism at the nearby university, and 
mentoring/discipling students. 
 
-Another ministry assignment I have is working with Scripture 
Union (SU)  SU is an organization that brings the Gospel into 
local schools, and they are starting to expand into our area of 
Stellenbosch and Somerset West. Tsah and I are the 
representatives of this area for SU, thus beginning to connect 
with youth pastors and schools of the area to find ways to bring 
together churches and students, despite denominational 
boundaries and school boundaries. We are looking forward to 
joining hands with what God is doing in more than just SBC and 
bringing together God's people to reach the larger community. 
  
Prayer Requests: Prayers that God would continue to open 
doors through the relationships built with those in SBC, that we 
would impact the greater area of unbelievers, specifically 
students, and that they would come to know Christ. That God 
would continue to strengthen those of us at East Mountain to 
engage well with our ministries, and to continue to strengthen 
our relationships with one another as we live together and 
challenge each other to be better leaders for the Kingdom. 
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Thank you for your investment in God's Kingdom all the way in 
Stellenbosch, South Africa. God is at work, and it is an absolute 
privilege to be here and be apart of God's handiwork. Humbled 
and grateful barely touch on the way I feel to be here and have 
each of your support in this. I love you all so much! 
  
In His Name, 
Tori O'Connor 
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Pictures: 
 
 

 
 
-Zoë and I!! This girl is only 16 in her last year of high school, 
AND she is taller than me! I love her like crazy :) 
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-We went to a friend's fundraising event for him to go to the 
States to be a camp counselor and invest in the youth there. 
Such a cool opportunity to invest in someone returning to where 
I'm from to invest in the people there! 
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-My EM family surprised me with a sunset picnic for my 
birthday!! The entire day was so unbelievably blessed - they 
have truly become family for me. Praising God for that! 
 

	  
-The commissioning service at SBC when they welcomed us on 
staff. Such a blessing! 


