
Dear Friends & Family,  
 
Can you believe it's already been almost 4 months that I've lived in South Africa?! I sure 
can't.  Looking back at this time last year, I was thick in prayer about where God was sending me for 
the next 2 years.  Now, I sit here in awe that God actually answered my prayers and sent me to be 
apart of a community that is above and beyond anything I could have asked for.  Friends and family, 
let this be an encouragement that whatever you are praying for, whatever you are fervently asking 
God for, He will be faithful to answer your prayers.  Trust in the process, for we serve an undeniably 
faithful and loving Father.  
 
On another note, life here in South Africa has become significantly more crowded, lively, and, well, 
crowded.  The year-long residents all moved in a little over 2 weeks ago, meaning that four more girls 
moved into my room and five more guys moved into the boy's room, totaling 15 people living in our 
house.  Talk about an adjustment!  But, what an amazing adjustment it has been so far.  I want to 
take time to introduce you to the other 10 residents in order to give you a small peep into the life I 
live. 
 
Lindiwe Mpofu: Lindiwe comes from Zimbabwe yet has lived in South Africa for 7 years away from 
her family. She has a heart for justice and is avid about sharing her heart for Christ to all those 
around her.  This girl also has one of the most contagious smiles and gentle souls I've met. 
Genevieve Zongolo: Genevieve, or Geni, is from Kayamandi, the black township in 
Stellenbosch.  Geni has a fiery passion for those who are oppressed and marginalized due to her own 
experience of injustice, and has been working toward her degree in law.  Geni is the definition of 
strong and talented, yet has a sensitive heart for the Lord.  I have much to learn from this woman. 
Marlyn Simon: Marlyn is a woman with spunk, excitement, and love for those around her and the 
Lord.  She comes from Cape Town and is extremely talented in dance, rapping, and song. 
Alechia Karstens: Alechia is the youngest girl in our house.  She comes from Mitchell's Plain, a 
colored township in the Cape Flats.  She is full of sass and laughter, yet also has a sensitive heart 
towards Christ.  As a new believer, Alechia is eager to learn yet lacks confidence in all that she 
already knows. 
Nimo Savahl: Nimo was a year-long resident last year, and is now a second-year resident both 
participating in the program yet also taking on certain staff roles.  Nimo has dealt with an extremely 
rough past, yet shows how powerful God's forgiveness and faithfulness are through her testimony. 
Moeketsi Lehana (or Keke): Keke also comes from Kayamandi and is one of the most easy-going 
guys in the house.  With a rough family life, Keke took a leap of faith to be here for the year and 
trusting God to teach him, equip him, and provide for his family while he's not physically there.  He is 
full of wisdom, joy, and is a phenomenal soccer player with a soccer ministry for youth. 
Siyabulela Qangule (or Steve): Steve comes from Khayelitsha, the largest growing township in 
South Africa.  With an extremely rough childhood, a man sought Steve out and brought him to 
Christ.  Steve's life is forever changed and he has an outpouring of love for everyone around him.  He 
is an amazing soccer player and has a soccer ministry to reach guys in gangs/on the streets.  
Tsaroana Tsah: Tsah comes from Madagascar and has been in SA for one year already.  Tsah has an 
amazing passion for the Lord and wants to commit everything he does for God's glory.  He previously 
worked for a church in Cape Town and wants to continue to be equipped for a life of ministry. 
Romero Meyer: Romero comes from Cape Town and is wise beyond his years.  He has a heart to 
pastor and disciple those in oppressed countries.  He loves talking and praying with strangers 
everywhere he goes, sharing the love of God! 
Carlo Bam: Carlo is our youngest boy resident in the house at just 18! Carlo is extremely eager and 
excited for all that's in store for this year.  He is motivated, extremely teachable, and full of 
passion.  He is surrounded by role models to help teach him and encourage him to grow deeper in 
Christ. 
 
There you have it! With these two weeks of orientation wrapping up, we will begin ministry 
assignments this upcoming month.  God has laid two ministries on my heart to join this year.  The 
first being a woman's fitness group & bible study in Mitchell's Plain, and the second being 
Training4changeS, a soccer ministry that Keke is involved with, and training/discipling the coaches in 
proper injury prevention as well as starting a girl's soccer ministry. 
 



Not only does your financial support allow me to be here, it also allows that each of these South 
Africans can spend a year studying and equipping themselves to minister and shine Christ in their 
own neighborhoods - the places of darkness, poverty, and desperation. I ask that you pray for each of 
these names listed above, along with the ministries that each of us will be apart of.  With the collision 
of different cultures, different backgrounds, and different life experiences all in one house, this is the 
place where refinement and true leadership development occurs.  Pray against any division or 
misunderstanding that would take place as we navigate life together as a community centered in 
Christ. 
 
Thank you for your support.  Thank you for your time.  Thank you for your love.  Thank you for your 
prayers.  I am continually in prayer for each of you! 
 
In His Name, 
 
Tori O'Connor 
 
P.S. We have a 6-week internship that we want YOU or your sons/daughters or your church youth to 
come and be apart of!! Attached is a flyer.  Send me an e-mail if you are interested or want more 
information!! These 6-weeks are life-changing. Definitely consider joining or passing along this 
information to those who might be interested! Love you ALL! 
 
 

 
 

Left to right: Romero, Keke, Lindiwe, Marlyn, Tori, Alechia, Tsah. Front left: Carlo, Steve. Not 
Pictured: Geni, Nimo 
 

 
 


