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Happy 2018, family & friends!
 
As I reflect on this past year, I find myself sitting in two extremes of emotion. Half of me is in shock that I actually made it 
to 2018 in one piece after such a stretching, challenging, and refining year; and the other half of me is blown away by the 
grace and faithfulness of God to have worked in such abundant and fruitful ways despite any of my shortcomings. I won-
der if any of you are sitting in a similar place - some of you might be singing good riddance to 2017 due to the pain, loss, 
and hardship you experienced this past year. Yet, others of you might be marking 2017 down as the highlight year you will 
never forget due to significant life events. If you resonate with the first emotion, you are not alone. I, too, find myself sing-
ing good riddance to all the sadness, frustration, and hurt experienced this year. Yet, I can stand and say with confidence 
that I am better because of it. I have had the opportunity to experience emotions, situations, and others’ struggles that 
Jesus also experienced - the same kind of hurt that provoked Him to share with people the hope of eternal life that doesn’t 
include this suffering. And even in this song of good riddance, I also stand with those of you who could not have con-
structed a better 2017. I stood alongside my best friend as she married the man God blessed her with, I watched another 
best friend have unbelievable promotion and opportunity in her career, and I experienced the joy and adventure of living 
in another country. My hope for each of you is that you are able to look back on 2017 and evaluate how you have been 
shaped, refined, and molded through your experiences this year, and thus truly seek how God has been active in your life 
these past 365 days - in both the good and the bad. 
 
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks re-
ceives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.” -Matthew 7:7-8
 
Car Update: First things first, I BOUGHT A CAR!! Wow, words cannot do justice with how humbled and grateful I am for 
those of you who have been praying and those who financially donated to make this possible. It is a 2006 Nissan Murano 
and is extremely safe and spacious to accommodate lots of people to transport!  Although I was able to get this car at a 
great price within my budget, it has had to have some maintenance that has added an additional cost. If you would like to 
donate, follow my donation page here and you can submit a one-time donation. Thank you again for partnering with me in 
this purchase so that I can continue to minister to people through transportation!!
 
East Mountain Residency: On December 8th, we had a graduation for all of us who lived in the East Mountain house 
and completed the Residency program which included leadership training, spiritual formation, theological training, practi-
cal ministry, and mentorship. This was such a sweet celebration of all that God did this year through our own relationships 
within the house as well as the way He worked through each of us in our various ministry sites. However, this was also 
a sad goodbye as everyone is now launching into their next endeavor, ranging from attending University to starting their 
own ministries in their home township. I am eager to send a separate e-mail with each resident I had the privilege to live 
and grow with and share stories of where they are each headed. 
As I mentioned in my last update, I am moving into an apartment close by in order to fully step into my staff position with 
East Mountain as the Short-Term Team Administrator. This involves coordinating all logistics and itineraries and hosting 
our short-term teams that come through East Mountain as well as our 6-week Summit internship. Please keep this transi-
tion and the planning of these trips in your prayers!
 
Scripture Union Teen Camp:  This December, I was able to return to the week long Teen Summer Camp that I was a 
leader and first aid for last year!  This week was such a sweet reunion with many of the campers I had last year, yet was 
also full of building friendships with new faces. I was a leader for 11th graders who come from all different backgrounds 
- I had isiXhosa campers, coloured campers, and even a camper from Malawi. Although at the beginning of this week I 
had some girls who were not very fond of one another, it was amazing to see how as these girls opened their hearts and 
shared their struggles they were able to see that they are similar in so many ways and could build a deep and lasting 
friendship. I was also the First-Aider for this camp and was grateful for the opportunity to use some of my certifications to 
help kids who have never had any “professional” medical treatment before. The theme for camp was #Chosen - we are 
God’s chosen generation!
 
Christmas/New Year Holiday:  As all of my social media revealed, 4 of my family members were able to visit me and 
stay with me over the Christmas and New Year Holiday!!!! Although I am still wiping tears from dropping them off at the 
airport yesterday, I cannot even begin to find the words of how absolutely amazing, needed, and blessed their trip was. At 
East Mountain we are given 2 weeks off for holiday, and to have my parents and two of my sisters here during that time 
to see the country that has so deeply wedged itself in my heart and the ministry that we are doing here was something 
I could never repay. They witnessed the tension of extreme pockets of wealth next to deep systemic poverty, they wit-
nessed some of the most breathtaking landscapes of vineyards and mountains to ocean and wildlife, and we spent ample 
family time laughing, crying, and reveling in awe of the gift of a family reunited on South African soil. God is good, friends. 
He answered some unbelievable prayers to make that trip possible!

http://www.uwm.org/missionaries/31519


 
Prayer Requests:
-This week I move into my new apartment! Prayers for a smooth transition and the ability to purchase furniture/things 
needed for the apartment.
-The next 12 residents that are moving into the East Mountain house arrive on the 20th of January. Prayers for their transi-
tions, the year that God has in store for them, and for the Americans who are fundraising to join the residency in just a few 
weeks!
-South Africa is still suffering from a severe drought - a drought so bad they are predicting no water in any of the taps by 
May of this year. Pray for miraculous rain!!
-Prayers for my own work in planning the trips of teams coming almost every month of this year. That they would be im-
mersed in cross-cultural Christian community and be shaped for how God wants to use them in further ministry.
 
Thank you for partnering in the Kingdom-work God is doing through me and East Mountain here in South Africa. Words 
can never do justice with how humbled and in awe I am that God has gifted me with each of you - people who love me, 
support me, pray for me, and encourage me. Thank you.
 
Let me know how I can be praying for you, what you have planned for 2018, and how God has been at work in your life 
this past year! Love and miss you all dearly.
 
Blessings,
 
Tori O’Connor

Our last Stellenbosch Baptist Lifegroup of the year. 
Love these people SO MUCH! Such an amazing year 
with testimonies of how God worked through our 
lifegroup in these college students’ lives

The group of EM Residents that completed their year! 
These are the people I lived with, worked with, learned 
from, and grew with over the past year. Love them!

Photos

My campers from Teen Camp! They are all amazing and 
beautiful girls. Had an absolute blast with them



Photos

A quality selfie with my new car!!!!!

The girls with dad! Celebrating Holly’s 28th birthday 
(mom’s taking the photo!)

Family photo before they all flew back to USA


