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Your Attention, Please 
Proverbs 2:1-8 NIV 

In June of 2015, I had the opportunity to visit the Holy Land. This was a fascinating experience. 

I learned several things during the trip. Yet, the most important lesson I learned during the trip 

did not take place in the Holy Land. Actually, I did not have my feet on land when I learned this 

lesson.  

One of the most common phrases I heard during my trip to Israel was, “Your attention, please.” I 

flew from Columbus to New Jersey, where we boarded a huge Boeing 787. About 45 minutes 

after launching, I heard this male voice saying, “Your attention, please.” This was my first time 

on one of these huge airplanes. To be honest, I freaked out when I heard the man saying, “Your 

attention, please.”  

I had this little screen in front of me with a map describing the trajectory of our flight. I looked at 

the map and we were right on top of the Atlantic Ocean, 30,000 feet up in the air. This was a 

situation that I would describe as extreme. I was uncomfortable and scared. A cold feeling took 

control of my stomach, and my body was rigid. I promise you, the voice of that guy has never 

had such an impact on another human being. 

His call for attention was followed by this message: “For your security, (this is a big word when 

you are flying) remain in your seats and fasten your seatbelts. In the next few minutes, we will 

experience some turbulence.” The guy was exaggerating. It didn’t take minutes, it took only 

seconds for the airplane to start shaking sideways and going up and down, out of control. In the 

midst of such a scary situation, my reaction was to pick up the airplane by my seat, I guess to 

make it fly. 

If you have been in a similar situation you know that this is a great time for you to pray. So, I 

repented, confessed, and recalled God’s promises for us. I was at the verge of calling for a prayer 

chain.  

Fortunately, the whole trip was a safe one. Later during the trip, I heard the words “your 

attention, please” several times. However, I have to confess that my promptness and attention to 

hear the message that followed such calling was not the greatest. Why? I would say that there 

were many distractions, and noises, or I was simply not interested in what was happening.  

Here is what I want you to see. I responded to the same calling in different ways. When the 

circumstances were extreme, I was prompt to listen. When everything seemed familiar and was 

fun, I didn’t take note of what was being said.  

We are living in times where most of us have attention deficit. Life is moving extremely fast and 

one of the side effects of this rapid movement is that in the middle of it we lose our ability to 

listen. We struggle with our listening skills. The polarization in our nation is a vivid example that 

we have lost our ability to listen.  
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We are having a hard time listening to each other. This creates lots of noise and chaos. Such 

turmoil makes it harder for us to hear and listen to our neighbors, as well as the voice of God, 

who is calling for our attention. 

How do we listen? Under what circumstances do we really pay attention to God’s voice? 

There is this old story of a farmer who was selling a donkey, and part of the advertising strategy 

to sell the animal was to tell people that the donkey was able follow directions. So, there was this 

guy who was interested in buying the donkey. Yet, he didn’t fully believe that a donkey could 

understand and follow directions.  

The potential buyer came to the farm and got in front of the donkey and said to the animal, “Sit 

down.” You probably know what happened. The donkey did nothing. He gave the same order to 

the donkey 3 or 4 times, but nothing happened.  

The buyer came to the farmer and told him, “Man, this is false advertisement. I have told this 

donkey to sit down 4 times and it does nothing.” The farmer smiled, took a stick in his hand, hit 

the donkey in the head and said, “Sit down.” Amazingly, the donkey sat down. The farmer told 

the buyer, “The trick is that you have to call its attention first.”  

Church, I am afraid that most of us are like the donkey. People who need to get hit by extreme 

circumstances in order to listen to and follow God’s directions. There are several examples in the 

Bible of people who “ignored” God’s message until they were struck by specific situations.  

Think about the Apostle Paul and his conversion. Paul (or Saul) came to know Christ under 

extreme conditions. Paul was on his way to Damascus; presumably riding a horse, when “a light 

from heaven shone down around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, 

“Saul! Saul! Why are you persecuting me?” “Who are you, lord?” Saul asked. And the voice 

replied, “I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting! (Acts 9:3-4 NLT).  

I want you to understand that this is not the first time Paul is being introduced to Christ. Paul 

already had heard the Christian message and the claim that Jesus Christ is Lord of all. Paul saw 

Stephen being stoned to death because of his faith in Jesus Christ, but the witnessing of Stephen 

and other believers did not make Paul consider the possibility that God was doing something 

new.  

Saul was so wrapped up in his belief system that he could not see how God was calling for his 

attention through the person of Jesus and the example of Jesus’ followers. It was only when he 

was exposed to an extreme situation that Paul recognized he was fighting against the God he 

thought to be defending. Paul had to be struck down and hit with blindness for him to hear the 

voice of God saying, “Your attention, please.” 

I like the example of Jonah better. I think we can better identify with this specific prophet. 

Unlike Saul, who was unfamiliar with the truth, Jonah knew God and he also knew God’s will 

for his life. But when he was told to go to Nineveh to preach God’s judgment, “Jonah got up and 
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went in the opposite direction to get away from the Lord” (Jonah 1:3 NLT). Jonah was in 

Joppa, today known as Jaffa, a neighborhood of the city of Tel Aviv. The prophet decided to go 

to Tarshish, a city of Spain. The Lord commanded Jonah to go northeast and Jonah intentionally 

took a cruise that was going west.  

The reason I said that we can better identify with Jonah is because we are familiar with the truth, 

we know what God wants from us and for us because the Holy Spirit reveals it to us. Yet, there 

are times when we intentionally run in the opposite direction because what the Lord asks from us 

and wants for us is too demanding. Or perhaps it is simply not of our liking. I have learned that 

most of the times when things don’t go well, it is not because we lack information. It is because 

we don’t follow through with what we know God wants us to do.  

Jonah deliberately got on a boat to go to Tarshish when the order was to go to Nineveh. A huge 

storm rose up and Jonah knew that this event was happening because his actions were not 

aligned with God’s will. After being thrown in the raging sea and swallowed by a huge fish, 

Jonah finally came around to do what God wanted him to do. It was from the inside of the fish 

that Jonah prayed to the Lord his God (Jonah 2:1).  

As I said earlier, there are times that we act like the donkey. We finally come around and seek to 

do God’s will after we get hit by adverse circumstances. Someone wrote, “God whispers in our 

pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain.”  

Honestly, I disagree with the saying, “God whispers in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, 

but shouts in our pain.” I believe that God is seeking to have our attention with the same passion 

at all times. I believe God speaks to us always with the same intensity.  

Nevertheless, our tendency to recognize and embrace the greatness of God’s voice varies 

depending on our circumstances. It is not that God sends adversity. God uses times of difficulty 

to catch our attention, because we focus on the voice of God when hardship intrudes in each of 

our lives.  

By personal experience, I know that the most heartfelt prayers I have said have come from dark 

places. I have not been inside of a fish, but I have been inside of a huge airplane. I have been in 

the emergency room with my children and other family members. I have been hunted by 

criminals. I have felt abandoned and disoriented. And from these dark places, I have come to 

pray to the Lord my God.  

Probably, you are familiar with these places: a cemetery, a waiting room, a hospital bed, a 

financial crisis, a court room, a family predicament… But dear friends, the good news is that no 

matter where we are, no matter how we get to certain places, when we can call upon the Lord we 

have his full and undivided attention.  

Jonah prayed, “In my distress I called to the Lord, and he answered me.” Jonah 2:1 NIV 
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The Psalmist wrote: “I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry. The 

Lord lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me 

a firm place to stand. He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God.” Psalm 

40:1-3 NIV 

No matter where we are, no matter how we get to certain places, when we can call upon the Lord 

with all our hearts we have his full and undivided attention.  

How do we listen? Under what circumstances do we really pay attention to God’s voice?   

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we know our tendency to pay attention to God’s voice when the 

circumstances are extreme. Yet, we also know that God speaks to us always with the same 

intensity. Do net let circumstances shape your response to the call of God. Seek him always. Say, 

“Here I am, Lord; use me”. Remember the words of wisdom found in Proverbs 2:1-8,  

My son, if you accept my words 

    and store up my commands within you, 
2 turning your ear to wisdom 

    and applying your heart to 

understanding— 
3 indeed, if you call out for insight 

    and cry aloud for understanding, 
4 and if you look for it as for silver 

    and search for it as for hidden treasure, 
5 then you will understand the fear of the 

LORD 

    and find the knowledge of God. 
6 For the LORD gives wisdom; 

    from his mouth come knowledge and 

understanding. 
7 He holds success in store for the upright, 

    he is a shield to those whose walk is 

blameless, 
8 for he guards the course of the just 

    and protects the way of his faithful ones. 

Dear church, my prayer is for you to give your attention to the voice of God at all times. Do not 

wait for adversity or extreme circumstances to come into your life for you to lift your eyes to the 

Creator. Listen when God whispers in your ear, open your heart to God’s Word and follow it, so 

you can stay in the perfect will of God. 

Always remember, God is pursuing you. At all times God is powerfully seeking to have your 

attention. He is calling you, and his first words are: “Your Attention, Please.” 


